VOL. VII NO. 188 REGD. NO. DA 781

109 out of 158
members of
" Ctg 01ty
BNP resign

CHITTAGONG, Aug 1: One
hundred and nine out of 158 ex-
ecutive committee members of
the BNP, Chittagung city unit

today tcndered
tion in protest against thc

announced city commit-

tee, headed by former city

mayor Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin, reports BSS.

On the second day today of

the tation it the new
mm#we. B

and its differ-
ent front

organisations held a
Broll:ﬂit rally at its Nasimun
ruldent

ce premises with
of Jatiyatabadi

Dal, Chittagong Divi-
sion unit MA Nazimuddin in
the chair.

The speakers demanded a
committee acceptable to all.
They termed the committee an-
nounced on Wednesday last as
and biased’ one. They
iterated an
the dmmnd by
wise, a greater movement in-

luding hartal would he
Llnched warned.
Our St Correspondent

See Page 12 Col 8

Speedy trial of
Bangabandhu’s

killers demanded

S akers at a rally organ-

Bangabandhu Parishad
{;ﬂ:rda:{ called for iting
of the killers of
&ngabandhu Bh:lkh Mujibur
] :trnng]y de-
nn.ndez lrlnl of those who were
.}:{. YN the father of
o the fa
t I?;u:m and most of his
amily members.
F‘rclidcﬂ over Parishad
u:-t Prof KlltH Chnwby
rally was ressed
Adviser to the Prime
Minister Dr SA Malek. Mayor
Hohnmnd Hanif, IMt‘y
u:l!

General
. Hossain Chﬂﬂdh Maya, M
md m “kﬂ.ll
ull

San

ﬁh Plrtlhad
HF Pruf anna Ealler

Mt

MP, BMA acting secretary gen- |

See Page 12 Col 4

Withdraw Billal

murder case,
Titas Gas
employees’ call

By Staff Correspondent

Eleven hundred employees
and officials of Titas Gas Com-
pany have appealed to the
ernment to withdraw the nl
Murder case against some "in-
nocent employees and union
leaders” of the or

Death of Billal was an acci-
dent and not a murder, they

said in a petition.
of Titas

ins Cotinens ol Chn
as Company, from
the seventh floor of the Titas
Gas building in the city during a
clash among activists of three
rival unions on July 9, 1992,
The 1101 em in their
tion submit to the au-
ties on Th said that
Billal was a "victim of politici-

sation of the unions by then

knows that Bil-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Tomorrow’s countrywide demonstration called off

The BNP has called off to-
morrow's countrywide demon-
stration designed to protest the
changing of the name of Zia In-
ternational Airport. but de-
manded trial of those involved
in issuing] a circular renaming
it Dhaka International Airport,
reports UNB.

The demonstration day pro-

me, announced on July 27,
as been withdrawn In view of
the government declaration
that it had not changed the
name of any airport, BNP Sec-
retary General told a press con-
ference at 29 Minto Road yes-
terday afternoon..
- He said the flight service de-
partment of Biman Bangladesh
Airlines on July 17 issued a cir-
cular renaming ZIA as Dhaka
International Airport. He also
pmduced copies of the circular,
gned by the Deputy General
Manager uf Flight Service.

It said : As per decision of the
management from now on
whenever inflight announce-
ments are made regarding
Dhaka rt, it must be men-
tioned as "Dhaka International
Airport.” Any amendment as

regard. This is for strict com-
pliance.

Bhuiyan said obviously the
circular was issued fnlluwing a

overnment decision as "an of-

cial alone cannot dare to show
such audacity of ch ng the
name of ZIA which is highly
sensitive.”

"We demand trial of those re-
sponsible for issuing the circu-
lar though an official an-
nouncement made it clear that
no name of any airport of the
country has been changed,” he
said.

He warned of tough street ag-
itation if the state-run radio,
television and flights do not use

the name of ZIA.
The BNP secretary general
said that the had received

information that many founda-
tion stones laid during BNP
regime were being removed.

"It's not a good culture,” he
said while urglnlg the govern-
ment to refrain from resorting
to such bad culture which would
unlg create conflicts.

huiyan said since the as-
sumption of power by Awami
League, it has started politlc:a of

Try those who issued circular
renaming ZIA, demands BNP

ng warrants for arrest and fil-
ing false cases against BNP. |

More than 150 leaders and
workers of the BNP and its
front organisations were killed

in attacks the ruling party
and 8 were arrested, he
said addin{ﬁ that false cases
have been filed against at least

10,000 BNP men across the
country.

He alleged that the %Iove -
ment has now intensified its
evil design to erase the name of
the proclaimer of ind ence
Shaheed President Ziaur Rah-
man. He claimed that Zia was
also a creator of modern

m;lesh said

no t
11']5“[111:.'[?:;?1“1?&3 namg‘gm after Zia
in his life time. The grateful
nation, after his martyrdom,
named only a fertiliser factory,
an airport and the Shishu
Academy auditorium after him
through official decision.

He told a questioner that re-
naming government institu-
tions, buildings or bhabans af-
ter Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
without soliciting public opin-
ion cannot be permanent.

yesterday. — Star photo necessary must be made in this  killing, repression, arrest, issu- See I’ dge 12 Col 8
, : : o . : : | w
Mannan Bhuiyan tells The Daily Star - Education policy Project on Gulshan Lake "No politics at

° Political fronts T . ° - Begum Zia’s

BNP will never become| ocmps | Serious flaws in |  cant house
5 opposed o uk d MOl Sl il
a communal force | o n e i
' for Fonthalatiag Nathoal Bty By Morshed Ali Khan ﬂﬁlﬁﬂﬂf e Khile g

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) Secretary General
hbdul Mannan Bhuiyan has
expressed his confidence that
his party "will continue to re-
main a centrist political plat-

form, with institutionalisation

of multi-party democracy and
strengthening of the
economy, particularly the pri-
vate sector, as its objectives.
"Since its birth, BNP was a
middile roader in terms of polit-
ical ideology. It restored multf-

W.mﬂmm
and Initia ecoﬁdtmc'r!fbﬂ?l:

to introdudée market economy
from the nationalist peoint of
view," Hnnnan Bhuiyan said,
addm% arty will con-
tinue to be a ceni.riul latform
with its original political and
economic objectives.”

The BNP leader made this
observation in an exclusive in-
terview with The Daily Star on
ﬂdnudnjr

When rcﬂucutbd to cxplain
its recent ‘tilt’ to the religion

hnu-nd Hical forces, Hhulyan
said, ight appear some-
times thlt

NP is tilting to-

By Nurul Kabir

Mnn.nnh Bh.uij;an

wards left or right, but, [ reiter-
ate, BNP will never prove to be a
communal political force.
Thousands of BNP activists

ar:rnn the country know that

?wp!e are pious but they are
anati

Evnluaung the performance
of the guw:rnmenl headed by

Sheikh Hasina, the BNP leader
said this government has been
rendering 'disservice’ to the
people. e ment’'s eco-
nomic polioies are plagued with
self contradictions and the
head of the government has
even proved herself to be indif-
ferent to the interests of the

le.”
ked to substantiate the
allegations, Bhuiyan said that

the national economy had been
erpniod to a Il-lam.ucy — there

thvit - PTHE GO
ernment talks about ltren%‘l:
ening the private sector,
consistently refuses to diiburae

project loans to the gvﬂ
tor entrepreneurs. it nut
giving disservice

aprpear contradictory?
luthermplc he said the rul
Awami League has alreaigg
proved itucll" to be very consis-

tent: "It is a common kn

among the entrepreneurs that
certain policy of the guvtrn-
ment has a]rrnd ara Lhe
leather sector. tﬁ

See Page 12 Cal 1

The Amnesty International
has pro to the government
a 'set of standards’' for estab-
lishment of a National Human
Rights Commission.

The Al proposal, titled
“Bangladesh: Proposed Stan-
dards for a National Human
Rights Commission,” contain-
ing 22 recommendations, was
made available to The Daily
Star recently.

The Al in its rmnmm:ndm
tions said that the propo
ngﬂcnmmiss:?nthc should %c indc-

t t and
its charter reflect its in-
dependent status. The Commis-
1:;am-n ahmddpm&rt:h&cntahlilhed by

W or Constitu-
tional amcndmﬂ{t i

The Commission should be
mandated to review the effec-
tiveness of the existing legisla-
tion and administrative provi-

By Staff Correspondent

sions in protecting human
rights and should be able to
make recommendations for
amendment to such legislation
or introduction of new legisla-
tion, as :

The Commission should
also examine bills and -
ment s for new |
lation to verify their confor-
mity with international human
rights standards and to ensure
the state’'s compliance with in-
ternational human rights in-
struments.

Powers should be vested in
the Commission to conduct
wide-ranging inquiries at na-
tional level on human rights
concerns of fundamental im-
portance to the nation.

The Commission should be
authorised to investigate the
conduct of security forces
throughout the territory of

Al proposes set of standards
for setting up nat'l HRC

ﬁt Cﬂ;mmlnlun should

prepare reports documenting
all the complaints it has re-
ceived, with the action
taken in each case, as well as an
account of all its other activi-

ties for and rotec-
tion of uﬂ r::*
ports shou

odically to llt.‘l‘ll"!! na-
H;ﬂnﬂ and nal bodies, the

The result of the Commis-
ﬂm{m- investigations should be

erred to lpp'oghtc udicial
bodies without delay. J

The Commission should
have to ensure that su-
perior officers are held ac-
countable for acts committed
under their authority and
should be mandated to closely
follow subsequent legal pro-

See Page 12 col 6

cation Policy have reached a
consensus that students should
not be allowed to o front or-
ganisations or iate bodies
of political parties in educa-
tional institutions, according
to committee sources.

The time for submitting the
committee's recommendations
has been extended and it will
now submit its report after the
Prime Minister returns home,
the sources said.

The 58-member committee
headed Prof Shamsul Huq was
formt?.l ul}m:lﬁ five months

o sub-commitices
‘"'e% ¢ fottméd (6 Peeoimiriend
Ineasures on various issues in
the education sector.

Majority of the members
supported a ban on student poli-
tics in educational institutions.
It was, however, opposed by a
section on the ground that stu-
dent politics played a vital role
in our Liberation War.

Subsequently, the commit-
tee reached a consensus that
students should not be allowed
to form front organisations of
political parties in the educa-
tional institutions.

The committee also
to that students’' unions be al-
lowed to function to help de-
velop leadership qualities amo-
ng students and solve their

problems in educational insti-
tutions, the sources added.

Flood in Cox’s

Bazar

COX'S BAZAR. Aug 1: About
1.5 lakh have been ma-
rooned in Chokoria thana for
the last two days as heavy rain
and on rush of water caused
a flood, UNB.

Local ple said that at
least 10, of 13 flood-
affected unions of the thana
took shelter at nearby safer
places including hill.

The unions are: Kakara, Fa-
shiakhali, Lakhyarchar, Kai-

erbil, Barait Harbang,

aharbil, Dulahazar, Khuta
Khali, Badarkhali, BM Char
and Purba Baro Bhewla.

The flood also engulfed 50
homesteads of Kakara, Kaiyer-
bil areas of the thana.

Meanwhile, Cox's Bazar-
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar-
Tekhnaf roads, at several
places, have gone under 2-3 feet
water as the river Matamuhuri
swelled due to heavy rain.

Serious procedural flaws
have in the Rajuk deal
to hand over 220 acres of prime
land in Gulshan, Baridhara
and Banani areas to a Singa-

ore-based developer, Indus
alley, on a Build-Operate and-
Transfer (BOT) basis for 75
years.

Under the deal, Indus Valley
will construct a massive com-
plex comprising a hotel, con-
domoniums, service apart-
ments, office buildings, shop-

in centres, hnspltal and uther

r:i ities. The roject will cost
toout 413 sl U3 plers
Indus already pa

Eﬁuﬂﬂﬂduﬂamnndcpoaﬂand

will pay Tk one crore annually
as royalty.
Acmrdi to official docu-

ments, Rajuk accepted and later
approved the company's pro-
posal without involving any of
its own professionals in review-
ing or studying the project's
feasibility.

it was revealed in a docu-
ment that Rajuk Chairman
Humayun Khadem held several
informal meetings with Indus
management before the first of-

ficial meeting in the Ministry

of Huusinggand Public Works on

M
a%'he meeting was chaired by
MD Hasinur Rahman, the then
Secretary of the Ministry, and
was attended by, among others,
Salim Ibrahim, Director of In-
dus Valley, Dean of the Faculty
of Civil Engineering, BUET, Dr
Alamgir M Haq and Humayun
Khadem.
At the meeting, Dr Haq had
%:sﬂnnﬂd the compatibility of
e project with the environ-
ment and residential character
of nci%y uring areas role

e auth
ccmedanm 4

ards the
economic ana] is uf the ?5-
ﬁear period and life span uf the
. He termed the project

ghI}r nptirnislic
Hasinur Rahman had em-
phasiseilh ltrll'fe prujmﬁ's consis-
tency wi recently prepared
Master Plan for Dhaka. He
pointed out that environ-
mental, social and economic
aspects of the should be
thoroughly stu by Rajuk be-
fore finalising it.
Following the meeting,
things moved fast. Rajuk top

See Page 12 Col 7
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| BGMEA announces Elan
Insurance scheme for 13

lakh workers in 7 days

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) wi
13 lakh workers of the gar-
ments industry under insurance
scheme within seven days.

Each worker will be eligible
for a Tk 40,000 compensation
claim under the insurance

scheme in exchange of an an-
nual um of 10, a
release issued by the BGMEA

lald Iut nlg’h
EA also pledged a

numbcr of steps to stop recur-
rence of incidents of fire and
stampede in garments factories.
Twentysix ent workers
died in a stam in a fac
in the city on Wednesday last
many more jost their lives
in such incidents earlier.
The press release said some
other precautionary measures

will be taken within the next
thirty days in all garment fac-
tories. These will include,
building alternate staircase,
installation of fire extinguish-
ing equi nt, alternate light-
ing system in staircases, fire
evacuation drill for workers to
train them to vacate the fact
within 30 seconds, first ai
system, setting up smoke detec-
tors, and other emergency
safety systems.

To implement the steps, 15
teams of the BGMEA will start
their monitoring work within
three days, the press release
added.

Besides, the BGMEA has
taken a decision to take u ﬂbr*u

fighting programmes in

oration with Fire Brigade.
Besides giving Tk 50.000 to

See Page 12 Col 2
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Fuhermen and ﬂlllgerl relumn; fingerlings in Borobila beel at Plrglchhn in Rangpur
— Star photo

By Masud Arif, back
from Rangpur

It was like a festival for the
fishermen and villagers who
N Borobile Bel of Prietin

a at
Rangpur to watch the release of

"i-hi"é‘aicc

stcwulture in ﬂoodplam: A success story

sciculture
in a flood lﬂln—t e low-lying
areas ﬂoodtd duri monsoon
— has ¢ the life of people

around Borobila in three years.
It was started under the
ernments’ Third Fisheries
ject (TFP) in 1994, °

The TFP. # project jointly

funded by the government,
World Bank, IDA, UNDP and
ODA, ended last but the
fishermen of mnathpur

Union Fishermen's Co-opera-
tive Association have succeeded
in building stocks of fingerlings
in Borobila without -
ment support this r. The
fishermen's associa is re-
Irculrl\_f one and a half tonnes of
fingerlings this with the
su rt of a local NGO, Pre-

a Sundarisen Kalyan Trust,
Stlle Minister for sheries

and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy inaugurated the release of

See Page 12 Col 3

Strike in Bihar protesting
Laloo's arrest : 500 held

NEW DELHI, Aug 1: More
than 500 peoplc were arrested
Friday for blocking roads as
lupportul of a jailed politician
in eastern India protested his

arrest on charges of embezzle-
ment, a domestic news agency
said, reports AP.

Activists enforcing calls for
a one-day protest strike dam-
at least 60 buses and cars

in Patna, the capital of Bihar
state, md sever le were
injured in clashes between

strikers and police, United
News of India said.

The general strike shut down
most schools and businesses
statewide. Railroad services
were halted in many places.

Laloo Prasad Yadav, former
chiefl minister of Bihar, has
been in a con-
verted into a luxury jail in
;Ptnl since his arrest on

Yadav and 55 others are ac-
cused of steall 138 million
dollars earm for livestock
feed for state-run dairy farms.
Ht resigned as Bihar's top

cial only days before
hil- arrest, hutnlnmdhhwﬂatn
succeed him and apparently

plans to continue exercising
through her.

Meanwhi th: main
in India's
faced more uhle ay after
a court indicated it was to
try its new leader, who replaced
Laloo Yadav, in a case,

The Janata Dal Party split
last month when Laloo Yada
was ousted from his party posi-
tion because of the corruption
case. His replacement, Sharad
Yadav. learned Friday that a
case against him that has been
dormant for months ::uuld soon
be revived, local news agencies
reported.

Prime Minister | K Gujral is
a Janata Dal member, and the
turmoil in his hu raised
questions about his govern-
ment's stability. But corruption
scandals have become so
widespread in Indian politics
that only the most serious can

a leader, and then only if

his g her direct involvement
can
M%‘H was

score of hm

politicians ¢
ar with taking bribes in 1988-

lﬁ'mnlhcdllnl a promi-
See Page 12 col 6

tion

g

ports U

“1C8 ahaolutely a dwelling
house ... mudslinging cen
this huuse is not desirable to
anyone,” BNP secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan told a
press conference in the city.

His statement followed on
the heels of Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad's Thurs-
day's remarks that Begum Zia
should not make the canton-
ment a meeting place and that
the area should not be used for
political purpose.

Bhuiyan sald foreign rﬂueata

the mer

metimes meet
| ﬁlﬁfé ﬁiﬂlster at her canton-

ment residence when they visit

Banlfladcah.
that some Dhaka-

based diplomats who came to
meet Begum Zia at her residence
were obstructed and harassed
by security personnel while one
was given special escort. He also
named some diplomats who
?ﬂ not allowed to meet Begum
ia

Bhuiyan said, if foreigners
are allowed to play golf, attend
marriage ceremonies at 'Shen-
akunja' and visit 'Shikha Anir-

See Page 12 Col 1
N’ganj BCL

leader shot

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 1: A
local student leader was shot by
unidentified assailants here
la.st ht.

jnu, 28, joint secretary
of Hara anganj city unit of pru
Awami Leai:un Chhatra
received bullet injuries in
his back when some gunmen
fired on him from a close range
near Mission Para crossing at
11:30 pm.

He was rushed to Narayan-
gan Hospital and later lhm

amrita Clinic in Dhaka.

Fulicc nabbed four youths —

iplob, Jainal, Mahbub and
ahuddin from Mission Para
area in this connection.

Narayanganj district and
city units of Awami held
a protest rally this afternoon at

hu Road.
Cm district AL presi-

dent Prof Najma Rahman,
speakers at the rally demanded

immediate arrest and trial of
the persons responsible for the
attack. They blamed BNP for
the attack.

DCC asks for
Tk 153cr grant

to repair roads

The Dhaka City Cnrpornt.lon
(DCC) has asked for a
ment grant of Tk 153 crore tn
repair the damaged city roads
and drains, and to complete
other related works, reports

UNB.
uent d of roads
the utility services like D
WASA, Titas Gas and T&T, ful-
lowed by a series of recent in-
aeulnt rllllilm “u:::d- serious
amages to the city
When contacted, a DCC offi-
cial said Klllhln Nilkhet,
g:lkl:;hl:d -Tallabag . Purlnl
A -
Malib E.mpurl and M
bazar-Nayatola roads as Il
roads in Hatirpool, Basabo,
Khilgaon and in old parts of
Dh are in a dilapidated con-
dition.
The DCC has received only
Tk 30 crore from the -

ment, after it submit a pro-

to the Ministry of Local

ment and Rural Devel-

opment (LGRD) Tk 153
mfnrthe to
city roads and drains.

The LGRD ministry sent the
See Page 12 Col 5



