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includes fixation of a minimum
wage of Tk 3000 per month for
private sector workers, imple-
mentation of the Wage Com-
mission Award of 1991 in the
private sector, stupp'glge of dis-
investment of the public sectors
industries and enterprises and
re-opening of the already laid-
off industries,

The labour leaders made the
final decision of going ahead
with the shut-down, fnlluwinﬁ
the failure of negotiation wit
%:;v:mment representatives

esday midnight,

the strike that began
at 6:00 am yesterday, move-
ments of trucks and buses in-
side big cities as well as the in-
ter-district road communica-
tions were suspended. The rail
and riverine communication
was also disrupted due to the
strike. The Railway Control
Room in Dhaka told The Daily
Star that the SKOP activists
detained the Chittagong-bound
mail train for two hours and
the Dhaka-Chittagong inter-
city train Probhati for three
hours in Pplacea between Pahar-
tali and Fouzderhat.

The shut-down partially
hampered activities in Chit-
tn?i:mg and Mongla ports as the
delivery of goods to and from
the ports were disrupted due to
nm%_glyh}g of trucks.

€ SKOP leaders yesterda
claimed that the industria
workers successfully observed
the strike in all the industrial
belts in Dhaka. Chittagong,
Khulna, Rajshahi, Barisal,
Comilla and Faridpur. They
also condemned the incidents
in which the striking workers
came under alleged attack by

hoodlums hired by various fac-
lory owners across the country.

Lok Sabha told

Indo-Bangla land
boundary
demarcation

work continues

NEW DELHI. July 30: The In-
dian government has been
holding regular discussion and
field su 8 in cooperation
with Bangladesh authorities
towards completion of bound-
ary demarcation between the
two countries, Minister of State
for External Affairs Ms Kamala
Sinha told the Lok Sabha to-
day, reports BSS.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion from an opposition mem-
ber she said the tion of
land boundary between

Eemmadeshandmdiawanytttn

s. Kamala Sinha said the
boundaries, to be demar-
cated, were 38 km in West Ben-
ﬁal.thmekmmmm 1.6

in Tripura,
155 km of s ] bmmmd"rymg?tlﬁé

rivers Sonaj., Ichhamati,
Kalindi, Raimangal and

in the West Bengal
sector also needed to be demar-

e
¢ sai e last Indo-
Bangladesh boundary confer-

ence was held in Dhaka on July
18-24 this year.

were rushed to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Husﬂltal (DMCH])
while Maron i (30) and
Manik (10) were admitted to the
Narayanganj Hospital. Among
the victims, Manik and Liton
are passers-by while others are
workers of different factories at
the Fatullah industrial belt.

According to police and wit-
nesses, the same group of work-
ers also stormed into seven
other factories in the same
area.

None was arrested in con-
nection with the attacks on the
factories but preparations were
on by the owners to file cases in
this regard until filing of this
report at 9.30 pm.

During the SKOP strike, the
export-led garments factories
operated under lock and ke
while the Adamjee Jute Mills
and other industries at Rupganj
and Araihajar operated unin-
terrupted.

However, all modes of trans-
port excepting rickshaws went
off the Dhaka-Narayanganj
and the Narayangatpfﬂemra
highways. A number of scooters
and rickshaws were d in
Narayanganj town in the morn-
ing.
Our Staff Correspondent
from Khulna reported that the
industrial and transport work-
ers and sea-port labourers ab-
stained from work. Work in
mills, factories and other in-
dustrial establishments re-
mained suspended. All modes of
transports remained off the
roads. :

Our Chittagong correspon-
dent reported that in the Chit-
tagon rt Processing Zone,
attendance of the workers was
about 40 per cent as the workers
could not come from distant ar-
eas due to unavailability of
transports. The attendance of
workers in most of the mills
and factories at the industrial
belts of Nasirabad, Kalurghat,
Sitekunda and Potenga was
also thin.

N-reactor
From page 1

Besides, Nuclear Safety and
Radiation Control Committee of
the AERE and three other
committees were analysing the
latest development.

BAEC, on July 21, sent a
separate team for inspection.
The team apprised the Com-
mission in writing after visiting
the reactor.

Two experi committees were
formed on July 23 to suggest
ways for n:~insta]ljn§ the y
Tank after re{mlr and re-activat-
% the reactor for interim pe-

A high-powered committee
comprising scientists and tech-
nologists of BAEC, nuclear ex-
Bcrtl of Dhaka University and

UET has also been formed to
place a detailed report before
the Commission immediately.

Assistance from the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) and General Atomic Inc,
USA. could be sought, if neces-
sary, after the two committees
submit their 8, the press
release said. As per rule, the
IAEA was informed of the inci-
dent on July 28, it said.

shrimps have fallen by about
Tk 3000 per maund followi
the ban on its entry into
countries.

Shrimps growers and ex-
porters have reacted to
the EC decision.

Clarification by
Chairman of
Rahman Group

By Staff Correspondent

Mohammad Fazlur Rah-
man, Chairman of Rahman
Gruup}b]. in a statement yesterda
said his company has Tk 1
crore unreali loans with
Sonali Bank for which he has
already applied for reschedul-
in

The statement also said, the
up does not have Tk 29.28 cr
efaulting loans with the bank
as reported in The Daily Star
and said the unrealised loans
were created because of stock-
lots in his garments factory
created during the political
turmoil.

He said all these loans were

ranted after review of the

ard of Directors of the bank

and that he had not used any in-
fluence to take the loans.

He said, his companies had
not resorted to larities in
receiving the loans.

However, The Daily Star re-
port was based on the findings
of the Bangladesh Bank.

started to descend using the
cloth as rope.”

By the time, police arrived
there, about 20 minutes after
the incident. Thousands of on-
lookers gathered outside. As the

licemen tried to take the in-
ﬁ:omd ns in their vans, the
onlookers turned into a mob

and started attacking the police

saying, "Where are taking
the dead bnﬁcs?mm

to hide them?" The nxﬂm
th brick bats at police.
The pitched battle left at least
ten policemen injured. one of
them seriously, and several po-
lice vehicles damaged, eyewit-
nesses said.

Zakir, another witness said
the mob also attacked the fire
brigade vehicles which were
trying to help the workers.

At about 8 pm: the whole area
was stewrn with brick bats.
More than one hundred riot po-
licemen were present at the site
while several hundred onlook-
€rs were around. The
main gate of the building was
1 by several guards. The
stairs, hardly five feet wide,
looked dirty. The staircase was
further shortened as large
wooden wastebins were placed
on each floor. Every entrance
was locked and a seal put
around the locks.

The guards said the factory
owners had locked them up
with the seals after the inci-
dent. One guard said that there
was an emergency exit on the
sixth floor where the workers
were seen using ladders to get
out. "We do not know how far

brought her to the hospital. A
wailing woman burst into the

and demanded to see
her daughter. The woman was
then seen heading for the

Khatib

From page 1
replying to the show cause no-
tice

Family sources of Moulana
Obaidul Haq told The Daily
Star last night that the Khatib,
in his reply. denied any in-
volvement in the incident at the
H;irladunnahi function on July
1

President Shahabuddin

DMCH.

-Ahmed, who was chief guest at

the function, had left the venue
without delivering his inaugu-
ral address as some people
gglmted and threw shoes at the

S,

Later, at a rming body
meeting. the Islamic Founda-
tion decided to serve the show
cause notice on the Khatib. The
governing body meeting was

resided over State Minister
or Religious airs Moulana
Nurul Islam.

Shahidul Haq, son of
Moulana Obaidul Hagq, told this
cnrre?ﬁondent over telephone
that the reply was sent by a
messenger.

Morshed Hossain, Director
General of the Islamic Founda-
tion, could not be reached over
telephone last night to confirm
whether the Foundation re-
ceived the reply.

EBL seeks liquidati

From page 1

and Salman F Rahman. al-
legedly abusing their position
as directors, which now stands
to Tk 19 crore, he claimed.

He further told court that

Solltech International Limited,
wlgih has Mﬁﬁﬁﬂm
BICL as its su '
82 per cent of its paid up shares,
obtained loan and t facili-
ties from EBL by pledging its
share certificates and by issu-
ing a corporate guarantee. He
claimed that BICL is fraudu-
lently denying its liabilities to
repay the loan amount. "The
ou debt in the said ac-
count is about Tk 19 crore,
which the BICL is liable to galy
as a guarantor since the liabil-
ity of the guarantor is co-exten-
sive with the principal debtor”,
he said.

Therefore as a creditor EBL
is seeking liquidation of the
BICL under the Company Act,
1994, he told the court, addi
that the BICL was opera -
legedly without a licence from

the esh Bank. violating
the wﬂl of Com-
any's Act and Section 4 of the
inancial Institutions Act,
1993. i
BICL's memorandum of as-
sociation shows that it is an in-
vestment company and finan-
cial institution. eir object
clause is 'To advance, deposit
and lend and to discount by
selling bills, notes, warrants
and other negotiable instru-

ments, to reinvest money on
deposit, loan and otherwise ac-
Financial Institutions Act and
banking business as defined by
the Banking Company Act,
1991. It needed licence from the
Bangladesh Bank under the
Banking Company Act. They
are conducting business violat-
ing the relevant provisions of
the acts, hence they have com-
mitted offences punishable
with imprisonment under Sec-
tion 30 of Financial Institu-
tions Act", he alleged and fur-
ther claimed that it is "defraud-
ing the creditor banks".

"As a Financial Institution a
company must be a public lim-
ited cun_'lt'ﬂan}r having a mini-
mum of Tk five crore as paid-up
capital. But BICL had an autho-
rised capital of Tk 10 lakh only.
Therefore, it violated the rele-
vant rules of the banking and
financial institutions acts,
which is a punishable offence,"
he claimed. It is only a private
limited company, he opined.

But, the counsel for EBL said,
the BICL had furnished guaran-
tees to different banks and in-
stitutions of nearly Tk 500
crore. The creditors are Arab
Bangladesh Bank, IFIC Bank.
Sonali Bank, Janata Bank.
Agrani Bank, Uttara Bank. Ru-

Bank, IPDC, CDC (UK), DEG
Germ , FMO (Netherlands),
ADB, Z Grindlays Bank,
Banque Indo-Suez and Stan-
dard and Chartered Bank.

ed
PIIP_’:"E éi.ténnmi'e {'l::i.l;'cl! al'.ll:I

n of BICL.

Salman F Rahman and Sohel F
Rahman of Beximco, Governor
of Bangladesh Bank, Ministry
of Finance and
Joint-Stock Company.
Barrister Mahmud said that

BICL had given an underl.a.k:lgﬁ
to lend Tk three crore and
26.7 crore to Beximco Infusion
Limited, whereas the com s
authorised capital is 0
lakh. Besides, it had under-
taken to pay back loans taken
from EBL, IFIC and AB bank on
a score of fictitious accounts, on
detection of which they admit-
ted their liabilities and fur-
nished corporate guarantees to
repay the loans, he noted. But.
not had been paid back, the
counsel claimed,

Justice Mohammad Fazlul
Karim, hearing on behalf of the
regular judge of the bench Jus-
tice Monowaruddin, who is in-
disposed, asked him what
would be the benefit of EBL if
the BICL is liquidated. The
counsel said that he was seek-
ing its liquidation because his
;:jlaenta' dc:.':tur :'Iﬂd bﬁ:!n doi

siness i k'.gal . In so 1t
had obtained K}nn frnnn% his
client and other creditors by
what he claimed 'fraudulent

misrepresentation’
quire Ehar:. utnl:cﬂl. bond deben-

ture etc.’, which business can
only be carried out by a finan-
cial institution, _!::::ulment
com or a bank, ;

"R:nguulncn activities falls
within the definition of finan-
cial institution as given in the

evacuated yesterday under the

student or
Dhaka University authorities.

abnu;jiﬂ am anﬁdh;j t secu-
rity. provost, t ouse tu-
lu?s and the leaders of BCL and
JCD were present when the
students evacuated the hall.
Later, all the rooms of the hall
were sealed.

by police, official sources said.

bona
would be allowed to enter the
hall after checking their identity
Eﬂ.l'ﬂ&

tioning yesterday after a six-day
unscheduled
JCD called off its strike. But
classes were not held in most
departments as the transports
of the university remained
.stranded on the campus due to

the SKOP strike.

Registrar of the

powered to co-opt 11 murtr
members.

creants identified themselves
as members of outlawed
Communist Party before they

nessing the match along with
some 3,000

Manik Kazi, a former member
of the underground &:ﬂy. who
had surrendered to govern-
ment and returned to his village
recently after serving a long jail
term.

Abdul Halim Mollah, 38, Oliar
Gazi, 50, and Mahbubur Rah-
man, 35, died instan
the
was admitted to Khulna General
Hospital with serious injury, |

mitted to Nar
Hospital and the rest seven to
Jessore and Khulna

up at r
situation is
Deputy Commissioner Ashraf
Uddin Ahmed and Police Super
Sheikh Mohammad Sajjad Ali
visited the spot.

Surya Sen Hall
evacuated, |

rooms sealed

By DU Correspondent
The Surya Sen Hall was

t signed between the
sations and the

The evacuation started at

Some rooms were searched

As

the aﬁru:ment, only
?Iilre resident students

 The university started func-

closure as the |

Ctg city BNP

From page 1

meeting held

A follow-up of the
just concluded of the
32nd India-B adesh joint

river commission was held at
the Water Resources Ministry
)rutcrt!ag. reports UNB.

Presided over by Water Re-
sources Minister Alilur Razzak,
the meeting elaborately dis-
cussed the measures
lo implement the decisions
taken at the JRC meeting held
in Dhaka.

The Minister instructed all
concerned to finalise the
Er;p&m measures J -
river after collecting necessary
information.

Bankruptcy Act

From page 1
bring about a fundamental
ch e in the whole picture of
default loan, now some
Tk 15,000 crore in both private
and public sectors.

e sources said a salient
feature of the law is that not
only the banks, but also the
ﬁmera] public — creditor or

ebtor — could file cases in the
courts under the new law.
The creditor cmnrﬂlc a c;u-t:
seeking t of loan,
a debtor can seek to declare
himself bankrupt if his or her
debt is more than Tk 20,000.
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certifica
the difficul in

cnncd:lnfp-ﬂﬂﬂouﬁﬁum.
he said it will create dis-
tes, political difficul and

asten an economic recession
with its resultant impact on
female em t. poverty al-
leviation other socio-eco-
nomic consequences.
In reply to this argument,
1 o :thy fo:*el.ﬁl prob-
all my
lems m embarrassment
that the withdrawal of incor-

rigin
lised stem of preference)
.Yes since Jan 1997.
Stating

He said
sion to grant tion to
some Asian LDCs but
Bangladesh is not included in
this group for pon-withdrawal
of the previoug incorrect cer-
tificates al EC is
committed to su the ei-
forts of all s. including

issuc GOP certificates for three.

stage transformed prod-
ucts, the vice-

president said.
tnEUmunmEprmﬁud-ﬂl
12.5 per cent duty exemption to

the importers if yarn, fabrics

! i a——
C .
ntly the EC has dero-

d M Najimuddin — joint -
Fetaricn; anid AKM (oraner | o st EEte the  faied the ule MR (e sligs
Alam and Md Idris — assistant | Barring a few the value of which  tion for some Asian LDCs, in-
organising secretaries. should not exceed Tk 300.000. cluyding Nepal and Bhutan.
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Hotel & Motel AC Room

Tourist In
Head Office
Hotel Sheraton

Avoid the in-season tourist rush. Visit Cox's Bazar and
Rangamati. Stay at Parjatan Hotel, Motel and Cottage and
avail special discounted rents. This offer remains valid

from 01 May to 30 September.

Motel & Cottage Non-AC Room 30% discount

For booking and further details please contact :
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