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Quake hlts Illdlﬂ: An earthquake of
moderate intensity, measuring 5.1 on the Richter scale, shook
Himachal Pradesh late last night, the Meteorological office said
in Delhi yesterday, PT1 reports from New Delhi.

The epicentre of the quake, which occurred at 2330 hours,
was at 32 degree (north) altitude and 76.4 degree (east) longitude
in the state. According to preliminary reports the earthquake
was felt in Sudernagar area adjoining the Kangra Valley, they
said, No report of loss of life or property was reported from
anywhere so far, they added.

Annan sends envoy to Afghanistan:

With fighting raging north of the Afghan capital Kabul, UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan decided to send a former
Algerian foreign minister to Afghanistan to see what actions
the United Nations can take to end the conflict, AP reporfs from
United Nations.

Lakhdar Brahimi will report back to Annan before the next
annual debate of the UN General Assembly in September. No
date was given for his arrival in the region. A UN statement said
Brahimi will "assess the UN peacekeeping activities in
Afghanistan” and consult with "relevant countries and parties”

to the conflict.
Road mishag kills 11 in US: .4

dump truck pulling a backhoe collided with a pickup truck at a
rural intersection in south-central Michigan, killing nine
children and two adults in the pickup, AP reports from Concord
Township.

Two other children in the pickup were critically injured. All
the children appeared to be under 10 and were sibly related
‘God, there was so many people in that truck.,” said Gerald
Jones, who lives about a mile (1.6 kilometres) from the scene. "It
was just awful. That's all there really is to say about it."

1 die as bus falls into river in US: A charter

bus loaded with children learning about slavery in the United
States plunged off Interstate 95 into the Nottoway River, killing
one person and injuring the other 34 people aboard, authorities
said, AP reports from Stony Creek.

Most of the injured Tuesday were treated at hospitals and
released, but four were seﬁnusf;' hurt, including the bus driver
and a 16-year-old girl who broke both ankles.
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Recent undated hand out photo shows a prototype robot

recently developed by Japan’s car and motorcycle manufac-

turer Honda Motor Co Ltd. The 180 c¢m, 210 kg human-like
robot has a battery life of 15 minutes and is capable of walk-
ing up and down slopes and stairs either by remote control

or by installed programme. — AFP/UNB photo
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Air crash kills 1 in Nigeria: one
person was killed and five injured Tuesday when a private
Nl%ﬂnan plane with 55 people on board crashed on landing at
Calabar International Airport in south east Nigeria, an airport
source said, AFP reports from Lagos.

The BAC 1-11 plane owned by ADC Airlines crash-landed at
about 11:40 am (10:45 GMT) when it overshot the runway and
ran into a ditch, the source said. -

Israeli kills Palestinian in WB: .
Israeli soldier shot dead a Palestinian who stabbed and lightly
wounded another soldier near a Jewish settlement in the West
Bank on Tuesday, the army said, Reuter reports from Beit
Dajan. "An Israeli soldier was li%:htlj,r wounded after being
stabbed by a Palestinian at the Elon Moreh junction near
Nablus, the spokesman said. "Soldiers on patrol in the area
were attacked by the Palestinian assailant, one soldier fired his
gun in response and killed the attacker,” he said.

1 held for killing mother in US:

Police said on Tuesday they had arrested a northern California
leenager on suspicion of strangling his mother and dum ing
her body in a water-filled quarry, Reuter reports lJr)um
Sacramento.

Police in Rocklin, near Sacramento, said they had received
reports that the 17-year-old boy had held parties at his house
since his mother, 40-year old Barbara Schultz, was murdered
just over a week aﬁ?. Rocklin police did not release the name of
the boy because of his age.

Pak media Says

Gujral's offer to Kashmiri
youths a cruel joke

ISLAMABAD. July 30, Prime
Minister 1K Gujral's uncondi-
tional offer of talks to mis-
guided youths in Kashmir has
irked the Pakistani media
which said it was nothing but a
cruel joke on Kashmiris, re-
poris ;

Most of the leading dailies
described Gujral's clarification
in parliament on Monday as a
"volte-face" and cautioned those
who are expactinf positive out-
come from the foreign secre-
taries-level talks between India
and Pakistan.

Gujral, while making the of-
fer during his two-day visit to
Kashmir over the weekend. said
talks could only be held after
the estranged children laid
down their arms.

The largest circulated Urdu
daily. "Jung” in its editorial, de-
ucﬂged Gujral's clarification as
a cruel joke on Kashmiris and
said by this way India wants to
establish before international
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ready to talk on Kashmir,
Nawa-e-waqt, another lead-
ing Urdu daily, said now is the

time that Pakistani premier
Nawaz Sharif should forget
about normalising relations

with India because even the

International

Prime Minister of the countty
cannot his word.

The Pakistan Times in its
editorial said certainly there
must be tremendous on
Gujral from the Indian armed
forces or other political or fun-
damentalist groups. of India.

Meanwhile, the Hurriyat
conference General Secretary,
Ghulam Mohammad Shafi in a
sltatement issued on Monday
had said that this is a strategy
on the part of New Delhi to
paint the Kashmir issue as In-
dia’s internal matter.

While described the uncondi-
tional offer to misguided youth

as an attempt to disintegrate
Kashmiris, he said not
accept any formula than

liberation.

Another militant group. Al-
Bark Mujahideen, had a.ll:u re-

jected the unconditional offer

saying that it is an interna-
tional issue and not an Indian
issue,

community that New Delhi is

Clinton sends special envoy to ME

Israel won't accept US

JERUSALEM, July 30: With
US President Clinton's envoy
heading to the region Wednes-
day for peace talks, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu said Israel would not
accépt American dictates, re-
ports AP.

Israeli media have reported
that the United States — the
main sponsor of the Mideast
peace process — wants Israel to
commit to a building freeze in
Jewish settlements in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. Ne-
tanyahu has said he would
refuse such a freeze.

"I don't think it's acceptable
to operate with a take-it-or-
leave-it approach,” Netanyahu
said in an interview published
Wednesday in the Haaretz
newspaper.

Israel, he added "isn't a pro-
tectorate of the United States.”

The United States had been
trying to break a four-month
impasse in negotiations be-
tween Israel and the Palestini-
ans. Earlier this week, the two
sides to resume talks.

Netanyahu told Haaretz that

i pefice agreement “has to be
achi

éved by consultatidns and v

agreement and not by dictate.”

His outspoken tion came
a day before US envoy Dennis
Ross was to hold talks here with
Netanyahu and Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.

Haaretz said Israel and the
Americans were t to reach
a formula under which Israel
would agree to a temporary set -
tlement freeze, a ktynzltl-
tinian demand.

Netanyahu's aide David Bar-
Illan, however, said Israel

wasn't pre to make con-
cessions in advance of the
talks.

"We are not oln% to a
rice for a n:turg to the tm."
ar-lllan told The Associated

Press. "They quit, they boy-
cotted for five months and now
they want to be paid.”

ks between Israel and the
Palestinians broke down in
March after Israel began con-
struction of Har Homa, a hous-
ing project for Jews in east
Jerusalem, which the Pales-
lﬂ;luans claim as a future capi-

AFP adds: Egyptian Presi-

dent Hosni Mubarak on Tues-
day warned of danger ahead if
the Middle East peace process
remained deadlocked, Egypt's
government press reported in

more ‘wionths there will -
’be dangerous consegaences for

everyone in the and out-
side it,” Mubarak told Egyptian
newspaper editors who accom-
panied him on visits to Damas-

cus and Amman.

dictates: Netanyahu

The Al-Akhbar and M—I

Gomhuria ment newspa-
rs said that the Egyptian
resident had expressed his

concern in messages to lsraeli

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu and US President Bill

Clinton.

Another Reuter news says:

Syrian President Hafez Al-As-

0 Nont T MIE g b
no hope for L peace
despite an :gpuent revival of
diplomatic lngmar Israel
su a new Jew-
ish enclave in Arab East
Jerusalem,

“It is difficult lor me to say
there is in light of the cur-
rent situa .- Assad said at a
Joint news conference with vis-
iti Eﬂpﬂm President Hosni
Mu

The tone contrasted with up-
beat comments by many gov-
ernments such as the United
States trying to revive the peace
talks.

Which after the election of
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu in May 1996
st from is to crisis
' ,” ",lﬁ ' .y o
il O 3
main is lack of

rogress on the Israeli-Pales-
track and we are encour-

aged by the recent ts
Jordanian Foreign Minister

Fayez Al Tarawanah said.

PHNOM PENH, July 30; Af-
ter publicly distancing itself
from the notorious Pol Pot
through a show trial, the Khmer
Rouge vowed Wednesday to keep
fighting coup leader Hun Sen
and the new regime he is impos-
ing on Cam a, reports Agos

With international support
expected for its denunciation of
Pol Pot, clandestine Khmer
Rouge radio said the movement
will be "stronger than ever.”

The broadcast supported
speculation that Pol Pot was
publicly humiliated and sen-
tenced to house arrest for the
rest of his life by his former
comrades Friday to cleanse
their image in the eyes of the
world.

In Sopheap, a senior Khmer
Rouge cadre, insisted in the
broadcast that "Pol Pot is fin-
ished.”

“Our struggle comes with the
support of the international
community and its pressure on
Vietnamese communists and
Hun Sen the puppet,” In
Sopheap said.

Hun Sen launched a violent
coup July 5-6 against his co-
premier, Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh, shattering the tense
coalition government that
emerged from UN-sponsored

elections in 1993.

The prince’s forces have been
driven north toward Thailand
as Hun Sen has consolidated
power in the capital. Cambodi-
a's stro is keen to prevent
Ranariddh's royalists from
allying with the
against him.

The broadcast indicated the
Khmer Rouge remnants who
tried Pol Pot — estimated to
number about 1,000 — are ready
tnhfi t,ull:tut iiﬂﬁs un;:}ear
whether co on
thuusandsquf cumr;:fll-fs whg
laid down arms over the past
year. Most are sta neutral.

For a Ranariddh-Khmer
Rouge alliance to have any hoge
of international support, the
Khmer Rouge would need to jet-
tison Pol Pot, the symbol of its
genocidal rule between 1975
and 1979 that caused the deaths
of L_ﬁltu 2 million Cambodians.

e Association of South-
east Asian Nations this month
postponed Cambodia's entry as
a member to protest the coup.
Khmer Rouge radio Wednesday
called ASEAN's stance "a great
victory.”

"The coup severely affected
and directly threatened stabil-
ity, peace and security in the
Southeast Asian region and the

er Rouge

Khmer Rouge vows to fighi?
against Hun Sen

Pacific,” Khmer Rouge radio
said.

Hun Sen, who initially re-
jected ASEAN mediation ef-

orts, is seeking legitimacy, and
sent a Tuesday to the

up's annual asking
u
E::cl'p in returnlmﬂjty to
the country.

After a Vietnamese invasion
toppled the Khmer Rouge in
1979, Pol Pot led guerrilla war
against the Hanoi-installed
government — eventually led by
Hun Sen, himself a former
Khmer Rouge cadre — in an al-
liance with royalist forces led
by Ranariddh

Pol Pot kept fighting after -
Hun Sen and lganmglddh ormed

their coalition. But thousands
of war-weary rebels defected
last year, leaving Pol Pot with
dwindling forces and territory.

Ranariddh was neEgglau.nF a
peace deal with the hold-
outs when Hun Sen overthrew
him. The rebels had previously
turned t Pol Pot after he
ordered the execution of his de-
fense minister.

Part of the deal, negotiators
had said, was to turn Pol Pot
over for trial. That seems un-
likely now that the guerillas
have tired him in their north-
ern base at Anlong Veng.

Bomb caused Brazilian
airliner explosion

SAO PAULO, July 30: A
Brazilian airliner explosion
which blew a passenger out of
the aircraft in mid-flight was
caused by a bomb placed under-
neath one of the plane's seats,
Globo television reported on
Monday night, reports Reuter,

A report by the Technical
Air and Space Centre, not yet
made public said the bomb con-
sisted of about 7 ounces (2000
grams] of ammonium nitrate
wr?})ped in newspaper. Globo
said.

Police still do not know who
was responsible for planting
the device on Brazilian Airline
Tam’s Flight 283, Globo added.

The Technical Air and Space
Centre declined to confirm the
report, and said it did not yet
know when it would make the
{iﬁulta of its investigation pub-

c

routine flight between Sao Jose
Dos Campos, and industrial
‘city 70 miles (110 kms) west of
Sao Paulo and Sao Paulo's do-
mestic Congonhas Airport on
July 9 when the blast occurred.

Gunmen kill 2
shi’ite activists
in Pak Punjab

LAHORE, Pakistan, July 30:
Gunmen killed two Shi'ite Mus-
lim activists in Sahiwal town
in the central Pakistani
province of Punjab today, police
said, reports Reuter.

They said activists Syed
Abid Hussain Bukhari and his
son Hyder Abbas Bukhari, both
lawyers, were attacked when
they were going to local courts

in Sahiwal, 170 km (106 miles)
southwest of Lahore.

The two died instantly when
two gunmen riding a motorcy-
cle fired several bullets from an
automatic weapon, police '

“"We can't confirm the infor-
mation they put out,” a
ugokeanmn for the Centre told
the agency on Tuesday, our
work continues and we are still
investigating.”

The Fokker 100 was on a

added.
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US ctor Robert. De

Niro and Italian actress Sofia n
ceremony of the 20th Moscow International Film Festival in Moscow Tuesday, where they were

both awarded for lifetime achievement. De Niro was also awarded for

producer of the film “Marvin’s Room.”

o
stand on
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stage during the awarding

his role of actor and
— AFP/UNB photo

Benazir stopped,
later allowed

to leave for
[London

ISLAMABAD, July 30: Pak-
istani police stopped opposition
leader Benazir Bhutto from
boarding a London-bound plane
at Karachi on Tuesday but later

allowed her to leave by another
flight on orders from the inte-
rior ministry, her party said,

reports Reuter

Government officials were
not immediately available to
comment about the matter,

The Pakistan People's Party
Elaid 13 a alatcn;;nt tﬁat Federal

vestigation Agency (FIA) po-
lice at Karachi Ai cyn sto ppgd
Bhutto from boarding an Eml
rates Airlines flight to London,
saying the government had put
her name on a list of people
:}annnd from leaving the coun-
ry.
It said the interior ministry
later told the agency to allow
Bhutto to leave after her politi-
cal secretary called the min-
isuE in Islamabad to protest.

hutto later left for London
on a Pakistan International
miHcs flight, the statement

Govt-rebels to
resume peace talks
in Philippines

COTABATO, Philippines,
July 30: Peace talks between
the Philippines government and
Muslim guerillas resumed here
today and the government said
it ho to reach a settlement
by the end of the year, says
AFP.
Contacts were halted after a
military offensive last month,
but the two sides agreed to re-
sume talks after a ceasefire was
started this month.

“"We hope to complete the
GRP-MILF (Government of the
Republic of the Philippines-
Moro Islamic Liberation Front)
peace process by December 31,°
chief government negotiator
Fortunalo Abal told reporters.

The 10.000-member MILF,

waging a 19-year campaign for
an Islamic state in the southern
region of Mindanao, agreed to a
general ceasefire after the mili-
tary overran and later withdrew
from its major training base,
camp Rajamuda.

PLLA on right track since its founding

BELJING, July 30: China's
People's Liberation Army (PLA)
turns 70 on Friday, but does so
in far more sprightly and con-
fident fashion than many of the
political leaders it affects to
obey, reports AFP.

In fact, the world's largest
army is arguably in as good a
hope as it has ever, been since its
official founding on August 1,
1972 although some experts
gﬂiﬂl disparagingly at its

ackward technology and
overmanning,

Mao Zedong's celebrated dic-
tum that political power grows
from the barrel of a gun has lost
little of its validity in China
where lpﬂlitical leaders lobby
furiously for the military sup-
port considered vital to their
survival,

Such activities have inten-
sified significantly in the wake
of patriarch Deng Xiaoping's
death in Febru and in the
run-up to the key 15th Commu-
nist party Congress in the au-
tumn.

The military's influence has

own with its economic trans-
ormation into one of China's
largest commercial entities
boasting tens of thousands of

desperate enterprises — from
hotels and nightclubs to ice
cream manufacturers.
Income from those enter-
rises is the main source of

nding for the PLA's ambitious
military modernisation plans
and far exceeds the official 1997

defence budget of 80.57 billion
yuan (9.7 billion dollars).

The three-million strong
army "is a virtual state within a
state, and perhaps the most

werful institutional lobby in

hina, says George Washington
University sinologist and spe-
cialist on the Chinese military
David Shampbaugh.

This is a military that is
there to preserve the y state
in power. It is not going to let
the party fall from power as was
the case in eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union."

The army whose symbiotic
relationship with the party goes
back to the early days of the
revolution, has a]vwayu stepped
in the restore order and put
down any threat to the me
such as during the cultural rev-
olution and the secession strug-
%lg?gftcr Mao Zedong's death in

And it was military inter-

secure pledges of loy
the top military
first and second CMC Vice
Chairman Liu Huaging
Zhang Zhen were noticeably
tardy in
of obedience to the party, "with
Jiang Zemin at the core.

representative in the
standinﬁ committee is widely
expecte $

country's top decision-maki
body at the upcoming o

vention in June 1989 that fi-
nally put an end to the pro-
democracy demonstrations in
Tiananmen Square, at the cost
of hundreds if not thousands of

lives.
However, with Deng dead,

the question of where the PLA's
true loyalties now lie remains
unanswered, despite President
Jiang Zemin's repeated efforts
to shore up his
of the
tary Commission (CMC).

sition as head
powerful Central Mili-

After Deng's death on Febru-

ary 19, Jiang moved swiftly to

alty from
brass but the

and
parroting the mantra
Liu, 81 and sole military
politburo
to retire from the
leavin
fill wit
ally.

However, other Jiang rivals
have also been manoeuvering to

Congress
a space that Jiang can
a more secure rhilitary

increase their influence with
the army.

During a recent visit to
France, the number three in the
Chinese hierarchy, Qiao Shi,
issued a veiled challenge to
Jiang when he suggested that
the CMC chief should be an-
swerable to China's parliament
of which Qiao is the chairman.

The army itself has little to

ain from such factional in-
ghting especially if it were to
spill over into an all-out power
s ;
“The PLA is very much and
integral part of the economic
equation in China, said one
western military attaché based
in Beifing. "As lnr:f as the econ-
umgv lops so does the army
that gives the military a

I)mw.'rful vested interest in po-
itical stability, hence the loy-
alty plcdgca to the party and
Jiang., the military attaches
said.

Despite its strength in num-
ber most experts estimate that
the PLA will take up 20 year to
become a trul m ti
force especiall{r the army umn?ﬁ
has missed out on spendin
budgets to the air force an

navy.

that the leadership
countries lately have been talk-
ing about trying to bring about a
greater 3

Palestinian ministers to
answer corruption
charges

JERUSALEM, July 30: Ac-
cused of corruption and mis-
management,
Yasser Arafat's Cabinet will
likely face some tough ques-
tions Wednesday when they de-
fend themselves before the
it;lcatinian legislature, reports

At least two Cabinet mem-
bers were expected to address
the legislature Wednesday, a
day after a legislative commit-
tee issued a report that found
extensive abuses in all 18 gov-
ernment ministries.

The report included allega-
tions that foreign aid had been
diverted for personal use and
urged Arafat to "form a new
Cabinet made up technocrats
and qualified people.”

While the bipartisan com-
mittee has no legal authority,
its findings placed Arafat on
the spot by fingering top politi-
cal tﬂ”tl — including promi-
nent peace negotiator Nabil
Shaaﬂ?* i

"If (Arafat) sleeps on it, it
will weaken him and his credi-
bility," said Mahdi Abdel-Hadi.
head of Passia, a Palestinian
research centre. But Arafat

- cquld sire ; ; ;
by aﬂtlng'qlufclklx,.'hi#uﬁ‘numh”“' IBue Husam Khader, a leg!

The report recommended
that three ministers — Shaath,
Civil Affairs Minister Jamil
Tarifi, and Transportation
Minister Ali Qawas — stand

members of

trial.

Qawasmeh was expected to
appear before the legislature at
a te on the report scheduled
to begin at 11 am (0800 gmt)
Wednesday in Ramallah. It was
not clear whether Shaath and
Tarifi would appear. Health
Minister Al-Za 'noun was
all-tl:: l:l:pettedml although he was
not per implicated
the report. g B

The investigative committee
was set in response to a state
comptroller's report two
months ago that found 326 mil-
lion dollars of the Palestinian
autonomy government's 800
million dollars annual budget
had been squandered through
corruption or mismanagement.

Committee members said
Tuesday that the 326 million
dnllars%gur:wa:tnuh . and
an accurate number could only
be determined after an investi-
gation by the state attorney.

The suspicions of waste,
graft and nepotism, and brazen
shows of wealth by government
officials with huge villas and
four or five cars apiece, have
raised resentment among ordi-
nary Palestinians and concern
among ‘international donors.
sha-1
tor from Nablus, said he was
not optimistic the r would
lead to significant change. "The
mismanagement starts from
th:dtup — way up on top,” he
said.

Taliban fighting uphill
battle to gain UN seat

UNITED NATIONS, July 30:
As opposition forces threaten
the Afghan capital, the Taliban
overnment is waging an uphill
ttle to gain the seat still
held hﬁw_vot e administration it
drove from Kabul nearly a year
ago, reports AP,

But Abdul Hakeem Mujahid,
the Taliban's designated am-
bassador to the United Nations,
has been unable to arrange a
meeting with the chairman of
the General Assembly's creden-
tials committee, Denis Dangue
Rewaka of Gabon.

A favourable recommenda-
tion from the committee to the
185-member General Assembly
would all but guarantee that the
Taliban could take the UN seat
still held by the government of
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani, which was driven from
Kabul on September 27, 1996.

“They cannot represent the
people of Afghanistan," Mu-
jahid told The Associated Press
on Tuesday. "We have met all
the conditions for recognition
by the United Nations as the
government of Afghanistan.”

Last year, the General As-
sembly was holding its annual
debate when the Taliban Is-
lamic army captured Kabul and
extended its control over about

two-thirds of the Central Asian

country,
But with the situation in
Alghanistan uncertain, the

General Assembly held off on
withdrawing the US member-
ship of the Rabbani govern-
ment.

This has created an unusual
situation where UN officials
deal daily with Taliban in
Kabul and in other parts of
Afghanistan the Islamic
movement controls.

But at UN headquarters in
New York, it is the Rabbani gov-
ernment which represents
Afghanistan during General
Assembly and Security Council

debates.

"We have captured and re-
stored peace in most of the
country,” Mujahid said. But
still representation at the
United Nations is in the hands

of Rabbani.”

In recent weeks, resurgent
opposition forces have pushed

Taliban army southward,

coming within rocket range of
Kabul. Nevertheless, some UN
members believe Taliban has a
legitimate claim on the right to
represent Afghanistan in the
world organisation.

They doubt the opposition
:;il{ll?]e able to capture and hold

US legislator suggests_

Camp David-type
Indo-Pak parleys

Aziz Haniffa writes from Washington

An influential Democratic
Congressman has urged the
Clinton Administration to
convene a Camp David like
summit and play the role of a

catalyst to foster a peace agree-

ment between India and Pak-

istan.
Rep Richard Gephardt,
speaking at the "Leadership for

e 21st Century” dinner hosted
by the India Abroad Centre for
Political Awareness (IACPA),
said, "I have been very pleased
of both

peace.
The IACPA is a non-profit,

non-partisan organisation that
seeks to improve the
effectiveness of the Indian
American community and to
strengthen ties between the UU.S.
and India.

political

Rep Gephardt said that simi-

i lar to lobbying by the Jewish

for the Democratic
nomination in 2

"We
of energy in the United States,

and Arab-Americans, both In-
dian and Pakistani-Americans
should lobby
government that as American
citizens that (helping to h:ﬁ
about peace between India

Pakistan] should be a
of our government in foreign

policy.”

"our councils of

ority

Rep Gephardt, who is ex-
ted to mount a fierce chal-
enge to Vice President Al Gore
residential
. recalled.
nt an enormous amount

to bring about peace in
rt of the

tryilﬁ
the Middle East.”

He noted that “pa

reason it happened was that the
Jewish communily
United States and the Arab
communit
has been lobbying and working
to get our government to be an
active lorce for peace’

in the

in the United States

India Abroad News Service




