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cricket Sept 26

The Cricket Committee of
Dhaka Metropolitan (CCDM)
yesterday decided to begin its
cricket season |997-98 by start-
ing the Damal Summer cricket
tournament on September 26,
reports BSS.

The Premier and the First
Division leagues will start two
days after the end of the Damal
tournament.

The cricketers’ transfer will
take from September 7 to

10 from 5 pm to 8 pm every day.

LONDON, July 29: England
striker Les Ferdinand is ready
to help hrinilm back to
Tottenham Hotspur com-
Pleting his six million pounds
9.9 million déllars) move from
Newcastle United on Monday.

Reuter.
Ferdinand's return to Lon-

don enables him to link up
again with his foriner manager

at Queens Park , Gerry
Francis, who is now tenh
team boss.

"Gerry and I worked well to-
er at QPR and now | am
we can work well to-

er and bring Spurs some
glory,” Ferdinand said at a

news conference at Totten-
uarters

ham's headq :
"Gerry must take a lot of
credit for gﬂunzfnd me into the
England squad getting me
on the t road.
*It feels like home to
the family ain. Not just

. David Ginola and el
Fox. but also

myQPRdaya:ndSoiCam’H?dl
from the . There
ma!mg?m.mglhaw

la
with :
phﬂm very excited and suc-
cess is defini on the cards
when everyone here is fit. Our
main aim for next season will

be a Emog:m place.”
Tottenham’s last triumph

came in 1991 when they won
the FA Cup.

Korda, Henman
falter early

MONTREAL, July 29: Ninth-
seeded Czech Petr Korda and
10th-seeded Tim Henman of
Britain were first-round casual-
ties here Monday in the 2.3
million-dollar Canadian
ATP Tour tournament, report

ies.

Little-known Canadian
wild-card Sebastien LeBlanc
stunned Henman, ranked 18th
in the world 7-6, 4-6, 6-3.

Korda became the latest vic-
tim of American giant-killer
Justin Gimelstob.

Gimelstob beat French Open
champion Gustavo Kuerten in
the first round of Wimbledon,
and last week stopped former

world number one Andre-Agassi

E. the first round in Los Ange-

He beat Korda, ranked 16th
in the world, 6-4, 6-4.

Gimelstob got his win in be-
fore rain delayed the afternoon
and matches.

In other action, defendin
champion Wayne Ferreira o
South Africa, the 13th seed, de-
feated Czech Daniel Vacek 7-6,

6-1.

The top eight seeds have
first-roun in the event,
one of the ATP tour's presti-
gious Super 9 tournaments.

Michael Chang of the United
States looks to continue his

hardcourt dominance this week
as the top seed.

Chang brings a 10-match

winning streak on hardcourts
into this week’'s tournament. He
has a 28-3 record on the surface
this year, including titles in
Memphis, Indian Wells,
Kong, and Washington two
weeks ago.
The second seed is Goran
Ivanisevic of Croatia, who owns
a2 44-15 match record this sea-
son, lncludinﬁ a 16-6 mark on
hardcourts. He won his 18th
and 19th career es titles
earlier this year at Zagreb and
Milan, respectively, and rea-
ched the finals at Dubai and the
Queen's Club.

World number one Pete
Sampras withdrew from the
event last week with a nagging
arm injury,

In other matches Monday,
12th-seeded Jonas of
Sweden beat vec of
Canada 6-2, 6-3 and No. 15 Jan

MANIKGANJ, July 29: The
Second Division football tour-
nament sponsored the

j District Sports As-
sociation at the local
Meraj-Tapan stadium on Fri-
last, reports BSS.
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Mohammedans take lead,

Holders Moha-
mmedan Spo
Club recorde
their second succ-
essive victory in
the 14th Federa-
tion Cup football
tournament defeating Young-
mens Club Fakirerpool by two
goals to nil in a ﬁrnup one
match played at the Mirpur
Stadium yesterday,

Defender Ruhul Amin and
midfielder Mohamnmad Arman
struck one goal each for the
black and whites who enjoyed a
solitary goal lead in the first
half.

Mohammedans, who thra-
shed Arambagh Krira Sangha
4-1 in their previous match on
Sunday, began their second
match on a gmmislng note
taking the lead after only the
third minute through a corner.
Amin fired brilliant rainbow
shot that left the Youngmens
custodian Lahul awe-struck.

The could have been
doubled had Arman’'s volley
from a th melee not hit
the cross piece a minute later.

After sustaining the initial
Mohammedan pressure,
Youngmens, who lost their pre-

Action from Tuesday's 14th Federation Cup tournament encounter between Muhﬂmmedﬁ
Sporting Club and Youngmens Club Fakirerpool at the Mirpur Stadium. Mohammedan won

Sports Reporter

vious match to Brothers Union,

tried through
sives to the
efforts were thwarted

a series of offen-
equalise. But their
by the an-

tics of Mohammedan custodian

Ponir.

After the breather, Yo -
mens had another chance i:r:ﬁe
50th minute when substitute
Mamun got the ball inside the
danger area with only Ponir to

beat. Unfortunately

he saw his

intelligent placing shot re-

bound off the near
After
mode for most of the

in the ciefl:nstv:

second

session, Mohammedans made a

late rally

and added more one to

their credit when Arman volle-
yed from 25 yards in the 83rd

minute.

With the win, Mohamme-
dans earned a solo lead in the

four-team group and
confirmed a berth
semifinals having
tally to six points.

in
raised their

almost
the

BROTHERS BEATEN

In the
Arambagh

up's other

match.

Krira Sangha kept

their hopes alive with an upset

2-1 victory over last
semifinalists Brothers

year's
Union
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Club.

In a see-saw encounter, Aj-
mal Hossain Bidyut and Sene-
galese Yusupha Mobap Phal
scored one goal each for the
winners in the 27th and 49th
minutes reapectlvel}\; while
Bakhtiar pulled one back for
Brothers in the 73rd minute,

The win kept Arambagh on
course for a place in last four.
They will now have to beat
YuunEmcns Club in their last
match tomorrow and wait for
the result of the second match
between Mohammedans and
Brothers.

If Mohammedans win or the
game is drawn, Arambagh will
qualify.,

On the other hand, if Broth-
ers Union can beat Mohamme-

dans, all the three teams will .\

have equal six nts and the
semifinalists will be decided on

goal averages.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Muktijoddha Sangsad KC vs

Agrani Bank SC (4
Abahani KC vs BRTC SC (6

pm.)

ATHENS, July 29
Internationa

sports officials
keep telling Gre-
eks the orld
Championships is
rts event they

the biggest s
will host linnep?h: first modern

Olympic Games were held here

in 1896, AP.

But Greeks hope that Athens'
successful hosting of the cham-
pionships Aug 1-10 will con-
vince sports officials to let
them win an even bigger prize:
the 2004 Summer Olympics.

"“The benefits from the
championships will be enor-
mous. The image of Greece will
be at the epicenter of interna-
tional attention, an event that
can't be translated into eco-
nomic terms.” sald Sports Min-
ister Andreas Fouras.

Sports officials here are
hoping members of the Inter-
national Olympic Committee
will be impressed enough to
vote for Athens when they meet
in Lausanne, Ewitnu'hrg Sept
5 to pick the host city.

Other contenders are Buenos
Aires, Argentina: Cape Town,
South rica; Rome: and
Stnc_#hnlm. Sweden.

e the fi delega-
tions ﬂmﬂm
of goodwill for Greece, some-
thing exceptionally important
for us since the final ision
on the Athens candidacy for the
Olympic Games of 2004 is due

soon.” Fouras said.

has made the comment so
often in recent months that or-
ganisers of the World Champi-
onships have even included it
in their news bulletin.

"It will hand in hand with
Athens’ bid for the 2004
Olympics" said IAAF General

Organisers have spared no
expense to ce up tal
and spent ﬂul:ﬂllim dragmhman
(20 million dollars) to stage the
event. State television has
spent an additional 2.8 billion

rachmas (10 million dollars)

Athens'
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R e

competition.

pmde at stake

&
on new equipment to cover the

What officials, athletes and

guests won't see are the

works Athens hopes to have lays
ready by then, including a new '

public

airport and a new subway. Both
had been promised for Athens
1996 bid, which it lost to At-
lanta, and continue to face de-
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Arambagh midfielder Roxy trying to overcome an unidenti-
| fied Brothers' Union defender during yesterday's 14th
Federation Cup clash at the Mirpur Stadium. Arambagh
} won the tie 2-1,
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Rochi, Rinu

clinch titles

Sports Reporter

Mosaddequl Haq Rochi
lifted the men’s title while Rinu
won the women's crown of the
Open table tennis champi-
onships at the NSC wooden-
floor asium yesterday.

Rochi, the national old
guard defeated Hamlet in the fi-
nal by three sets to one. The
southpaw won the first two sets
(21-12, 21-19) quite convinc-
ingly. But Hamlet showed signs
of a fightback by winning the
third set 21-16 before being
went down fighting to the expe-
rienced Rochi 15-21 in the
fourth and final set.

The final of the women's
singles, however, was a lop-

sided affair with Rinu rolling

ui) a hapless Rumi by 21-9, 21-
11, 21-12,

Meanwhile, the boys’ final
produced a surprise champion
in Tuhin, who to notched the ti-
tle in his first appearance in
any major tournament. The
Foungst:r from Armanitola de-
eated Gautam in a elling
five-setter (18-21, 21-18, 22-20,
10-21, 21-17).

Sayed Yousuf Hossain, the
president of the Bangladesh
Table Tennis Federation, later
distributed prizes among the
winners. The three-day meet,
second of its kind, began on

July 27.

Following in
fathers'

footsteps!

NAPLES, July 29: Diego
Maradona Jnr has signed up for
his natural father's former club
itF g'lt tender age of 10, reports

Maradona Snr, whose seven-
year spell with Napoli ended in

1991 when he fled charges,
has never admittgg.lgcmg the
boy's father.

The }rnunqsttr. the centre of
attention earlier this year when
he played in a tournament near

Naples, signed on Monday for
one of Napoli's junior teams
next season.

An Italian court ruled in
1995 that the ter was the
result of an affair between
Maradona and Cristiana Sina-

gra.

Barca, Inter
1n stalemate

ZURICH. July 29: Represen-
tatives of Inter Milan and
Barcelona failed Tuesday to
agree on a price for the world's
best and — already most n-
ii;t — player, Ronaldo. reports

FIFA, therefore, will suggest
a proposal for a transfer fee

Wednesday. -~ said- spokesman -

Andreas Herren.

If the two sides fail to accept
that, then a special FIFA com-
mittee will meet early Septem-
ber to "deal with the matter for
good,” he said.

inter already has paid 27
million dollars to free the 20-
year-old Brazilian from his
contract with Barcelona. This
is addition to signing bonus of
14 million dollars and a salary
of 3 million dollars per .

FIFA last week ruled that the
27 million dollars did not con-
stitute a transfer fee and or-
dered the two sides to reach
agreement on a sum by July 31.
Otherwise it would intervene
and set a figure. it warned.

Liverpool s
denial

BONN. July 29: Liverpool
said on Monday they had not
made an offer for German in-
ternational striker Karlheinz
Riedle despite reports to the
contrary from Borussia Dort-
mund, Reuter.

“There has been no bid
made.” a club spokesman said.

Borussia Dortmund's sports
director Ottmar Hitzfeld said
earlier that the Eu Cup
Winners were considering an
offer from Liverpool.

“We are in contact with Liv-

and | expect a decision to
be made this week,” sa.
Hitzfeld, who quit as a coach
last month to become the Ger-
man club’s sports director.

According to press reports,

have ofiered Riedle a
three-year contract for a 4.5
million mark (2.5 million dol-
lars) transfer fee.

Riedle, whose contract with
Dortmund runs until next year,
Elayad a ké.-y role in last May's
uropean Cup final, scoring
goals to help his side beat Ju-
ventus 3-1.

He has also been linked to
italian Second Division side
Perugia., the former club of
Dortmund’s new coach Nevio
Scala.

two |

ATHENS, July 29:
Denmark's Ken-
van born dual
world record hol-
der Wilson Kip-
keter is certain
not to rest on his
laurels or live up to his name
which translates into born on
the verandah when the 800 me-
tres heats get underway at the
World Championships, reports
AFP,

Kipketer, who's age varies
from 26 to 29, has hardly
stopped breaking records and
winning since he missed out on
the Olympics last year because
of intransigence on the part of
the Kenyan Olympic Commit-
tee.

The committee did not want
to see one of their own, the
reigning world outdoor 800 me-
tres champion, winning gold
under a different flag.

Kipketer, who moved to
Denmark in 1991, broke his
former compatriot Paul Ereng's
world indoor 800 metres record
at the World Indoor Champi-
onships in March and the im-
proved on it two days later in
the final.

"1 felt that it would be worth
seeing how néy training regime
was going and | think I can say
that [ shouldn't change a thing,"
Kipketer said.

In typical disarming fashion
Kipketer said that he had only
decided on coming to the World
Indoors at the last moment.

Kipketer never gives very
much away and said he would
train and attempt to break Se-
bastian Coe's outdoor 800 me-
tres world record of 1:41.73 —
the longest standing men's
world record set in 1981 — in
his own way.

"I do not study videos of Coe's
races and [ don't want to know

how he trained. He may have

been quicker over 200 or 400
but it's not important to me as
the way he trained could be bad
for me, [ will continue to train
in my own style,” Kipketer said.

He duly went out in Stock-
holm and equalled it though his

reaction was more one of relief
that people would stop asking
him questions about it,

'l could hardly run in the
last 50 yards. I just pushed my-
self but it felt as iPII] was not

" moving," said an exhausted but
delighted Kipketer afterwards,

op

WILSON KIPKETER

"After my time tonight [ am
a bit relieved. Now people will
stop asking me about the world
record. Up to now, this is the
best moment in my life.," he
added.

Kipketer prefers to use front
running tactics which with his
relentless pace burns off his op-
ponents so that on the last lap

The Daily Star 11

 Kipketer keeps his own kind

he usually has the luxury of
concentrating on his time as
sed to a late attack by an-
other runner.

Kipketer decided to leave his
farming parents Malakwen and
Docars when Dane over Bjarn
Kraft in 1991 persuaded Kip-
keter and Robert Kiplagat to
leave for Denmark — a decision
which Kipketer at first regret-
ted.

‘I thought what on earth
have I done coming here, why
didn't I go to the United States' ?
However, as I got involved more

in the community then | settled
down and I really liked it,” he
said.

Denmark's favourite

adopted son may feel nothing
much happens but if he brings

home a second gold and sole po-
sition of the outdoor world

record he will find that under-
neath it all the Danes like noth-
ing more than a fiesta.

SotoTnayor hopes
against hope

ATHENS, July 29: For Cuban
superstar Javier Sotomayor,
the competition is the least of
his problems, reports AFP.

Injury is the biggest fear for
the 29-year-old physical educa-
tion teacher,

In Atlanta last year the in-
i‘ur_',r-prnne Sotomayor failed to

ive up to his Houndini image
when he lost his Olympic crown
after just one successful clear-
arnce.

The Cuban, hampered again
by knee and ankle injuries, was
forced to pack it up and trudge
disconsolately off after failin
at 2.32m — a height he woul
normally clear in his sleep.

Sotomayor is the only man
in the world with Olympic,
world indeer and outdoor titles
to his name as well as the world
record but they have all come at
a high physical price.

At times, as he hobbles
round the infield, the Cuban

looks anything but a prime ath-
lete.

After almost two months
break from the World Rally
Championship., the leading
contenders now head Down Un-
der to the southernmost event
on the calendar, the Rally of
New Zealand which will be held
August 2-5. On this, the ninth
round of the series, the 555
Subaru World Rally Team have
high hopes of victory with

triple event winner and 1995
World Champion, Colin McRae,
and teammate and double Asia-
Pacific Rally Champion, Ken-

neth Erikssomsshehind the .

est rivals, Mitsubishi. Fresh
from their commanding 1-2 on
the 555 China Rally, Colin and
Kenneth hold first and second
sitions in the Asia-Pacific
rivers Championship (equal
with Rui Madeira and Yoshi-
hiro Kataoka respectively],
while Colin sits poised behind
Tommi Makinen in the World
Drivers’ Championship stakes.
Newly-wed Colin McRae has
an outstanding reputation on
the Rally of New Zealand the
most established event on the

Asia~Pacifie. Rally «Champi«!l
z My

SUBARU

WORILTDY RALLY

TEAM

ABOVE ALL ELSE

wheel of their Subaru Impreza
555 World Rally Cars, says a

release.
This year the Rally of New
Zealand is a qualifying round
for both the World Rally

Championship and the Asia-
Pacific Rally Championship.
and competition in both series
is as flerce as ever. Neverthe-
less, 555 Subaru dominate
around the globe, heading the
all important Manufacturers'
Championship in both series
with a valuable lead over near-

onship. In the all-conquering
Subaru Impreza 555, the Scot
took consecutive victories in
1993, 1994 and 1995, and in do-
ing so provided awesome dis-
plays ol domination, especially
on the notoriously long Motu
stage. Despite the exclusion of
this legen section this year,
McRae is confident of setting
the Eac: at the head of a chasing
pac

‘I have great memories of
New Zealand, obviously,” said
the Scot. "The stages are good

Rally of NZ begins Aug 2

fast-flowing and smooth — and
for sure it's one [ enjoy. Back in
Janu we did a very compre-
hensive Pirelli tyre test in Eng-
land, trying new tread patterns
and compounds. The results
were very encouraging and, for
similar conditions in New
Zealand, these have real poten-
tial. But we're reaching a crucial
point now, and despite Tommi
only being 10 points ahead of
us. nothing short of victory is
going to be enough to stop him
running away with the Cham-
pionship. Having said that, he's
never finished higher than
sixth in New Zealand, and I'm
confident that Nicky and I can
pull it off.”

Due to the nature of the
stages in the dense forests and
farmland of the North Island,
the Rally of New Zealand is the
ultimate test of driver skill and
car performance. With some
valuable experience ‘down un-
der’. double Asia-Pacific Rally
Champion, Kenneth Eriksson,
is sure to be hot on the pace af-
ter narrowly missing out on
victory last year.

"New Zealand is one of my
favourite events. It has some of
the best roads in the world for
rallying and we always receive
a warm welcome from the very
enthusiastic locals,” said Ken-
neth. "We had a battle on our
hands last year with Richard
(Burns), so victory this year
would be very . The compe-
tition will be tough though as
both Colin and Carlos |
have an excellent record here,
and Tommi (Makinen) will ob-
viously want to build on his
current lead in the World series.
But, we have made some modi-
fications to the Subaru Im
555, with revised steering and
suspension geometry, and we
are doing more testing before
the recce, so | feel pretty confi-
dent that Colin and I can give
them a run for their money.

While leading the World se-
ries, Makinen may not be the
555 Subaru World Rally Team's
greatest rivals, despite claims
that New Zealand is tailor-
made for the Mitsubishi. Dur-
ing the seven week break be-
tween Greece and New Zealand,
the Escort World rally cars of
Carlos Sainz and Juha
Kankkunen have undergone
significant development work
that could well see them bat-
tling for the lead. This, cou
with Sainz's record of three
wins (1990, 1991 and 1992) and
Kankkunen's victory in 1986 en
route to his first World title,
could pose a considerable threat
to all the other leading con-
tenders,
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