DHAKA TUESDAY, JULY 29, 1997

Rehabilitating the C}

by Dr A F Rafiqul Islam

ANGLADESH is a count-

ry located at the northe-
m tip of Bay of :
Any water body that is
ted on three sides by land
is more prone to storms,

cyclones, etc. Cyclones and
milar storms originate be-
tween 5 degree and 10
north or south of equator. Cy-
clones originating in the norllz
ern hemisphere move in clock-
wise direction while nes
originating in the southern
hemisphere move in counter
clock-wise direction. Therefore,

ting in the Bay
Wﬂmgﬂmﬂ move in the
north-westerly direction., then
gradually take turn in the
north-easterly direction and
while taking turn, the rate
of advance of the cyclone is very
slow but after the storm has
taken the turn its rate of ad-
vance gradually increases, the
wind speed also gradually in-
creases. The storm subsides af-

ter hi land.
ﬁit::lﬁhese facts it becomes
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THE COMPUTER 1S DOWN
AND TOM IS AT THE VETS.

in its histo on the 12th
November, 1970. That cyclone
claimed about 3 million lives
and pro worth billions of
Taka. e dcuatatln? cyclone
of the 29th April, 1991 was al-
most of same intensity of the
severe c ln;: of 1970. That
cyclone yed havoc caus-
ing immense sufferings to peo-
ple and colossal loss of proper-
ties.

Precautionary Measures
With improved satellite
technology these cyclones can
be tracked continuously from
the time they originate. This
allows early and accurate fore-
casting giving sufficient time to

take au measures.
This also a terrible cyclone
hit desh on the 19th
May, 1997, but fortunately ap-
propriate precautionary mea-

sures could be taken in time
which reduced the loss of life to
a great extent. The loss of lives
caused by this cyclone was very
low to Ous occa-
sions largely because of timely
evacuation to cyclone shelters
and adequate precautionary
INeasures.

Loss from This Year's
Cyclone
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina in a public meeting on
30.5.97 at Manpura, Bhola
stated that nt houses
would be t for the people liv-
ing in the -prone coastal
areas. This year about 4-5 lac of
people have been affected

the cyclone and about 50,

houses have been destroyed.
So, even if 20,000 houses are
built and the affected people are
taken care of for about a month
or so, the approximate cost is
about US . Thus it is
found how much loss is being

inflicted by cyclones every year.
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Suitable Houses in
Areas

We find that after every cy-
clone, government, foreign
donors, NGOs build cyclone
shelters, tin-shed houses, tube-
wells etc. spending huge sums
of mun?. ut due to unsuit-
able and inappropriate design

many of these structures get

washed away by subsequent
severe cyclones. go we suggest
suitable structure that can
withstand severe cy-
clones/storms for these cyclone
prone areas.

We propose to the govern-
ment the chn sic dome-
shaped design for houses in
these areas. The geodesic
domes were first constructed
Buckminister Fuller of USA in
1927 and these were success-
fully tested and proven in dif-
ferent parts of USA, Canada
and many other countries.

Merits of the Geodesic

Domes

(1) 8 Structure: Due to
its spherical shape the struc-
ture is very strong even when
shell is thin compared to con-
ventional structures (defined by
90 orientation between planes).
Because of spherical shape no
stress can develop and it can
withstand severe hlow of wind
(say 200 km/hr) and tidal bore.
The strength of the structure is
increased in logarithmic ratio as
the size becomes bigger. But
the conventional structures
cannot bear the pressure of
high speed wind and - tidal
surge, as wind and tidal bore
hit the flat surfaces of the rect-
angular structures causing im-
mense e to them,

(2) Much Less Resistance:
Due to its spherical shape,
geodesic domne has much less
resistance to wind force and
tidal bore compared to the con-

clone-affected

ventional structure where resis-
tance to external force is much
higher. As a result, this
geodesic dome structure can
easily withstand severe blow of
wind and tidal bore.

(3) High Volume of En-
closed Air: The conventional
houses /buildings cannot be
easily made water-tight and air-
tight due to their structural
characteristics. But geodesic
dome structures can be easily
made air-tight and water-tight.

Internal volume to floor area
ratio of geodesic dome struc-
tures is 2.7 times more than
that of conventional structures.
So, whereas, in air-tight con-
ventional structures people can
live for only 13 hours without
fresh supply of air without be-
ing suffocated, in geodesic
dome structures, people easily
can live for about 36 hours in
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‘Final solution’ to CHT problem likely by Sep

RANGAMATI, July 28 :
Prime Minister's Parliamen-
tary Affairs Adviser Suranjit
Sengupta, MP today under-
scored the need for restoration
Chltagorig Hill Ty, e

ng ts prob-
lems for utilisation of timpvaut
resources of the hill districts
for the welfare of the people, re-
ports BSS.

Addressing a high-level
meeting on law and situa-

tion of the district at the Zilla
Parishad auditorium here. Sen-

pta essed the hope that

Etl’lnal solution” to the ﬂhl'ﬂ':
of thcu(;:hittagmg Hill Tracts is
likely to take shape Septem-
bﬂ'lnm. by

n this context, he pointed
out that the present t
was

sincerely for a nego-
tiated nctﬂcmcnl]yof the hill
tracts problem so that peace is
restored in the area and its re-
Ssources are taped for the welfare
of the people.

He also said that it was the
political commitment of the

Awami League before the last
election that it would bring a

litical solution to the prob-
em of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, not a solution by arms.
"We are towards that
direction, and we are ho 1
that things will take shape
shortly.” he added.

Sengupta said the issue of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts is
not and not be a politi-

cal issue for any rl::nuﬂcal party.
Therefore, all tical parties
should extend their whole-
hearted cooperation to bring

about a nt solution to

the F'ob .

e said a section of political
parties are ng to the
problem for vested inter-
ests and to "fish in the troubled
water.” which is undesirable.

Dwelling on problem, Sen-
E:Eu said the hill tracts prob-
is a problem for the nation
and it should be resolved at the
earliest. He u tﬂ;lu]].:::ddc! of
mm — rm]'].
tribal — to forget their differ-

ences in the interest of a per-
manent peace in the hill dis-
tricts.

Addr the meeting, Di-
pankar Talukder MP, who is
also a member of the national
committee on Chittagong Hill

Tracts, said the process of nego-

tiation towards achi a po-
litical solution of the C

lem is "satisfactory”. But he
said details of the negotiation
should not be made public at

this for the greater inter-
est of t continuation of the
talks.

Ataur Rahman Khan Kaiser,
a member of the national
committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts and Ran ti Munici-
pal chairman Monishapan De-
wan, among others, attended

the which was presided
mnmnmnﬂ district mag-
istrate Abdur ue,
Senior district officials also
in the meeting which re-
viewed the overall law and or-
der situation of the district.

Dredging work at the Dhaleshwari river confluence near Mirkadim port in Muﬁahiganj
— PID photo

emergency situation during cy-
clones. Even if the structure is
submerged under water for
about 36 hours, there will be no
problem of suffocation.

(4) More Airy and Lighted
Space: Due to its spherical
shape, the inhabitants in the
structure can get plenty of air
and light from all sides. In the
conventional structure if wind
blows from south, the inhabi-
tants get air if they have south
windows and cross ventilation.
But in these proposed struc-
tures, they can get plenty of air
and light from all sides irre-
spective of which side the wind

is blowing from.

(5) Less Corrosion Due to
Water and Weather Salinity:
In the geodesic dome struc-
tures, corrosion-free materials
can be used more successfully

s o s

due to the fact that the struc-
tures are much lighter com-
ared to conventional ones. Ef-
eclive bamboo pulim:r com-
posite structures have been
tested and found suitable and

are proposed for the purpose.

(6) Cheap: As the structure
is lighter com to conven-
tional one, it is cheaper to con-
struct than the conventional
structures.

(7) Ideal Home Structure:
This geodesic dome structure
will be the most ideal structure
sp-ccial:[v for rural houses of
Bangladesh due to its economy
and immense merits stated
above. The most inconvenient
and relatively costly conven-
tional GI sheet structure may
therefore be replaced with these

very strong and functional
dome 3ha;n:5 structures,

(8) Security: Many inhabi-
tants do not want te leave their
homestead 'till the last minute
of cyclone striking, as vacant
houses are subject to looting
and arson by unscrupulous lo-
cal miscreants. Household ef-
fects, grain and cattle will re-
main secured under these dome
shaped structures.

Conclusion

In conclusion we would like
to propose to the ment
that non-conventional geodesic
dome structures be tried in the
country so that each homestead
can act as cyclone shelter [or

the entire [amily along with
cattleheads.
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Shaking Up the A

by Ekram Kabir

geing UN

It is imperative that the member-countries assess Kofi Annan 's_r-e__fnrm pL:: rationally in

T HERE is a weird notion
among the Americans,
says a Bangladeshi
expatriate living in Texas, that
the United Nation is going to
invade the United States.
"Possibly, the isolationism of
the US is the cause behind this
belief,” he tries to reason.

But, paradoxically, it is the
other way round.

It is the US which wants to
take the lead in reforming the
world body and make its pres-
ence strongly felt in stra-
tum of UN activities. It became
clear when secretary-general
Kofi Annan’'s reform-package
cdelivered on July 16 last failed
to meet US demands. Annan,
promising a "quiet revolution”
at the United Nations, proposed
the most sweeping retforms in
UN's 52-year history, focusing
chiefly on to streamline the bu-
reaucracy, reduce staff and cut

bu :
ut the plan outlined in a re-

port styled Renewing the United
Nations: A Programme for Re-
Jorm, according to the wire ser-
vices, flunked to keep the critics
content on Capitol Hill who had
asked for steps that, UN offi-
cials say, gl?h ond Annan's
authority. e UN top-man's
propositions did not address
some key Congressional de-
mands, including a reduction in
US dues and crediting America
for some of the money spent in
supporting the world body's
peacekeeping operations.

Senator Grams of US's
Republican-led Congress was
quoted to have said in the press
that the plan "represents noth-
ing more than the status quo”.
Hinting that Congress may
continue to block funds, Grams
said it is up to the Congress to
prevent the UN from becoming
"a country club for diplomats."

But some households of the
global village may not like US
camaraderie in every UN deci-
sion and its presence in-all the
places all the time, including its
role in international affairs at
large. And hostility to the US is
likely to run strong where Kofi
Annan’'s reform plan requires
agpruval of the 185-member
52nd General Assembly in
September next.

The world now needs "peace
and security” more than when

‘the UN was formed: and doubt-

less it is that the UN is a power-
ful platform for international

litics — and given the post-

old War unipolar scenario
(where the US is fighting to re-
main as the lone ranger). the
UN has become the most impor-
tant to exercise r at
the international . Jevel,  Kofi

“Annan, however, knows the

challenge. because it was the US
opposition that forced the de-
Eirture of his predecessor

Litros Boutros-Ghali and en-
abled him to step into the top

job.

Although the secretary-gen-
eral's 95- report termed as a
Very ant by US Am-

bassador to the UN, Bill
Richardson. yet it forwards
some inharmonious messages
about the "future” of the UN it

self. The only certainty at the
moment seems to be "uncer-
tainty”, for Mr Richardson said

i that the United States needs

everybody's interest.

time to study the report, no
that "we are fully aware tha;ltl,]‘lfc
secretary-general cannot
achieve all of the proposed re-
forms alone; cooperation will
be crucial if efforts to
strength:n the UN are to bear
fruits”.

Now, whose "cooperation”
was he talking about? That of
US, of course!

Meanwhile, representatives
of European Union, Asia,
Africa, Latin America, Russia
and Japan have given esteem to
Annan for his efforts — and
they cautioned that reform is
not all about cost-cutting, but
about changes which will pro-
vide the means to the United
Nations to play an effective role
in meeting its objectives and
give the organisation more
unity of purpose and flexibility
to respond to 'humanitarian’,
‘development’ and 'human
rights' needs.

This is a welcome sign, be-
cause the linkage between do-
mestic and international af-
fairs has pointedly grown in,
for now, two ways: one —
rapidly growing domestic needs
and demands have increasingly
become depended upon interna-
tional politics; and two — in-
ternational politics has become
the playing field only for the
richer nations after the demise
of the Soviet Union.

But, reportedly, a wise An-
nan while commenting on his
‘simple aims' said: "I consider
them bold; others may not ...
But when you take the package
together, it is ambitious, far-
reaching and the most exten-
sive reform proposal.” He, for
example among others, is ask-
ing the UNGA to establish the
post of a deputy secretary-gen-
eral, streamline the agenda for
the Commission on Human
Rights, consolidate and recon-
figure the ECOSOC's (Economic
and Seocial Council's) sub-
sidiary bodies, develop more
reliable and predictable ar-
rangements for the rapid de-
ployment of UN peacekeepin
troops, and review the roles o
the UN regional commissions.

As far as the peacekeeping
operations are concerned, he
(the former head of UN peace-
keeping) is right. Because on
UN’s part, Somalia was a bad
precedent: the fallout from the
earlier mismanaged peacekeep-
ing operation 1in Somalia still
continues to cause shock waves
in countries which provided the
personnel. Two Canadian and
one Belgian soldiers have al-
ready been jailed for the death

HE mountain kingdom

Conser
I ol Bhutan plans to have
its first bhiodiversity

action plan by mid June, which
would provide a framework for
its nature conservation section
INCS). The aim of the new
action plan is expected to [ill
‘the gaps in biodiversity",

According 1{o the NCS
spokesperson. 1l a donor wants
I coutribute to o biodiversity
conservation progratnitie. the

vation Climb

of a young Somali in March
1993. The investigations in this
regard have concluded in the
first week of this month (July,
'97). Reports suggest that what
began as a peace mission turned
into an army of occupation.

Moreover, the new Blue
Berets chief, Bernard Miyet — a
French diplomat who was ap-
pointed in March last -- is faced
with problems. He has more
demands on his organisation
and less money to do the job.
Which makes his task all the
more difficult is that member-
states are being increasingly re-
luctant to support peacekeeping
activities. This is partly because
of the threat of failure — as in
Bosnia and Somalia — and
partly because of the change in
the nature of conflicts.

The participating countries
reason that most wars are today
internal — between factions
rather than between two hostile
nations, and such collisions are
often politically confusing and
evenn more bitter than tradi-
tional wars fought between
countries where outsiders can
be severely striked away.

If this is the backdrop, then
Kofi Annan has a tremendous
task ahead in convincing the
member-states about UN peace
missions.

However, the specialised

encies within the UN system
like UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA,
World Food Programme and
IFAD, for their successful
track-records in the past, have
escaped Annan's fund-trim-
min% But an integrated fund
has proposed in the plan.
However, in this re . since
the first phase of UN reform
programme was announced
March last, as part of the Joint
Consultative Group on Policy
(JCGP), the chair of which the
UNICEF assumed in April last,
a common budget format has
also been a ved by the Exec-
utive Boards of UNDP, UNFPA
and UNICEF.

Without going into further
details, it can be fathomed that
the United Nations was hun
fur good ideas l;]nﬂr reforms for
ong, especiall er the Soviet
culé&pse, anythat some good
ideas have set in — which
during Boutros-Ghali's time — it
is imperative that the member-
countries assess Kofi Annan's
reform plan rationally in the
light of everybody's interest.
More so, when it comes to the
question of increasing the
number of permanent members
in the Security Council.

Friurity areas will have already
eent shortlisted by them.” The
dralt of the plan deals with var-
ious aspects like the legislation
and policy-making, institu-
tional framework. environ-
mental threats and their
causes. description assessment
and economic evaluation of
biodiversity and education andl
public awareness.

CSE/ wvaen To Earth Fea-
Lures

HERE and THERE

Bangabandhu Parishad

SC Lawyers™ unit

A meeting of Bangabandhu
Parishad of Supreme Court
Lawyers' Unit was held Sunday
day, reports BSS.

President of the parishad
unit Barrister Shawkat Ali was

in the chair.
The was addressed,
others, E!y advocate Sub-
rata Chowdhury, Abdul Halim,
Parimal Guha, Tamizuddin,
Enayetur Rahim, Zahirul Islam
and Subash Saha.

A seven-member sub-com-
mittee was formed at the meet-
ing to observe the National
Mourning Day on August 15.

The programmes of the
parishad on August 15 will in-
clude placing wreaths on por-
trait of Bangabandhu at 7.30
am on the day.

The meeting condoled the
death of Advocate Sirajul Islam
and Principal Shah M Hu-
mayur:h luhtl{w and cxprc;ued
sympathy to members of the
bﬂ'-l!:il\fujy families.

It also condemned the July
18 incident that led to the post-

nement of the programmes of

sident Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed on Eid-e-Miladunnabi
at Baitul Mukarram Mosque

Ain O Salish Kendra

By Staff Correspondent

Ain O Salish Kendra has
slrunilly condemned the public
ﬂ)ecc of Moulana Shaikhul

adis Ajizul Haque, the Ameer
of Khelafat Majlish, in which
he accused Prof Ali Asgar of
‘blasphemy” and offered a re-
ward of taka one lakh for
killing him.

In a protest letter yesterday
Dr Hameeda Hossain of the
Kendra said the Ameer deliv-
ered his speech on July 15 at a
meeting arranged by Islami
i Jote.

e letter said the speech
was a clear incitement to vio-
lence and it urged the govern-
ment to take immediate legal

action against the pcrgctratur.
"We uulppm-t Prof All Asgar's
proposal for withdrawing reli-
gious instruction as a compul-
sory subject from our school

I curriculum, because personal

beliels should not e made a
maltter of public debate,” said
Hossaim i the letier.

Shakti Foundation

By Staff Correspondent

Maya Kasthagir, a member
of ‘Shakti Foundation for Dis-
advantaged Women', a nm-*ov*
ernment organisation, left
Dhaka for Thailand on Satur-
day to take part in a two-week

course on food
m Institute for Food Re-
search and Product Develop-

ment (IFRPD), Elm Uni-
versity, Bangkok.

A l:r:mnm of Shakti Founda-
tion, Maya Kasthagir is cur-
rently running a successful
business of manufacturing and
marketing ‘papad’, said a press
release.

Shakti Foundation, in con-
junction with United Nations
Asian and Pacific Centre for
Transfer of Technology (UN-
APCT]‘thl promoting tech-
nology shari amo grass-
roots women > ps Inn‘tht food
processing seclor, the release
added

Nalta High School
Ex-students
Sangsad

The second death anniver-
8 of eminent educationist
Mohammad Darbesh Ali, for-
mer Headmaster of Nalta High
School, Satkhira, was observed

onF . a press release.
In o ance of the day,
Nailta Hi Slf.hi:ol Ex-ltudcﬂ]t-
San . D a, arranged a
dtuci‘.llllun on Darbesh

All at the auditorium of the
Faculty of Architecture and
Planning, BUET.

Chaired by Prof Dr AF M
Ruhul Hugq, president of the
Sangsad, the meeting was ad-
dressed others, by Prol
Dr Gulam Rahman, Dr'Abu
Tayeb Abu Ahmed, Principal
Ashraf Ali, Dr Shahidul Alam,
Badaruddin Ahmed, Dr Major
Ruhul Amin, Khalilur Rahman,
Prof Jahanara , Moulana
Sakhawat Ullah, Dr M A Wa-

hab, Enamul Huq, Shafiqur
Rahman, Abdul Aziz, Anisur
Rahman, Lopa and Jamayet
All.

I Hasina, Samad greet

PM, FM of PNG

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday felicitated
Bill Skate, MP for his election
as the Prime Minister of the in-
dependent state of Papua New
Guinea (PNG), :

In a Sheikh Hasina
sald the victory of Bill Skate
clearly manifests the trust and
confidence of the people of
Papua New Guinea upon le.

In another me e Fo
Minister Abdus Samad Azad fe-
licitated Chris Haiveta, MP for
his appointment as the minis-
ter for commerce and indus-
tries, national planning, for-
eign affairs and trade and in-
dustrial relations of Papua New
Guinea.

In the message Azad said
that he was looking forward to
work with Haiveta both bilat-
erally and iInternationally

Nusrat stands 11th
In Sc group
By Staff Correspondent
' . | Elham Nusrat
stood 11th in
the combined
| science up
merit list and
e "3l [ifth in the
. Sl merit list for
T *irll in the
- 997 SSCex
aminations under
Board.
She appeared in the exami-
nations from Vigarunnesa

Noon School.
Da ter of Ziaun Nahar Be-

ﬁ:ﬂ' Chcnitit;l h)du:t;'h:l gr-
munn. Nusrat wants to 1 do

class first

Muhammad
Mahmudur
Rahman stood
first class first
in the MSS
(Final) exami-
nation in 19694
(held in 1996)
of Political
t. university
release

of Dhaka,. says a :

He is the son m.uhlmmnd
Habibur Rahman and Mahfuza
Begum of village Gagannatkati
under Swarupkati thana of
| Perojpur district.

Dhaka e —

of Tagore’s wife
to be preserved

The government will pre-
serve the paternal homestead of
the wife of Rabindranath
Tagore at Fultala in Khulna, re-
ports UNB.

The Deputy Commissioner
concerned ﬁas already been di-
rected to take necessary step in
this regard. an official an-
Suunc:mcnt said here yester-

ay.

The decision was taken in a
coordination meeting of Divi-
sional Commissioners in the
conference room of the Min-
istry of Land with its Secretary
Syed Margub Murshed in the
chair yesterday.

The meeting emphasised col-
lection of outstan land-de-
velo t tax and decided that
the officers and employees who
will render better service in this
drive would be rewarded.

Forty-five officers and em-
plnfeea of Chittagong Division,
inciluding Assistant Commis-
sioner (Land), Tahshilders, As-
sistant Tahshilders and
Kanoongos were rewarded in

tion of their outstand-
ing ormance in collecting
ou taxes.
hCnmmimﬁ::m: t?f I?}:Il“lhi
Chit : shabhi, uina,
Blrl:follnl% Sylhet attended the
meeting.

[ Paternal homestead Directive to check

women, child
trafficking

A high-level meeting has di-
rected the local administration,
lice and BDR to take com-
ined measures to check women
and child trafficking, reports

The National Anti-Smug-
gling Committee gave the direc-
tive at a mee eld Sunday
with Home Minister Rafiqul
[slam in the chair.

The Home Minister in-
structed the authorities to make
the people of bordering areas
aware th media for check-
ing cross-border crimes.

Home Secretary Safiur
Rahman, Additional Secretary
of the Cabinet Division, DG of
BDR, Divisional Commission-
ers and senior officials of dif-
ferent Ministries and Depart-
ments were present.

The meeting also directed
the authorities to gear up patrol
of BDR and law-enforcing agen-
cies in the frontier areas.

It reviewed the progress of
implementation of the deci-
sions which were taken in last
one year. The Home Minister
asked all concerned to identify
the problems in implementing
the decisions and find out solu-
tions.

i

Chairman of Bangladesh Institute of Peace (BIP) Abul

W
Ak, L T R

Kasem Chowdhury (R) presenting a rare set of 25 volumes
of Encyclopedia Britannica to Director General of
National Museum A Z M Rafique Bhuiyan in the city

yesterday.



