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If There was Smoke

We are all reasonably relieved that the air has

been cleared of the utterly unnecessary and unde-
sirable controversy over the name of Zia

. International Airport. Few questions about the

genesis of the controversy, however, remain to be
answered. It is not for nothing that the storm of
controversy raged in the first place. After all, as the
proverb goes there must be some sort of fire if
there is any smoke.

In fact, a vernacular daily which tracked the
origin of this 'change talk' in a supposedly
departmental directive referred to civil aviation
minister's argument that the move was aimed at
restoring the original name of the airport which
came to be replaced as Zia International Airport
since 1981. The civil aviation state minister is
quoted to have remarked that proper
governmental norm was not observed in naming

ZIA.

Assuming that the minister is right, we feel he
approached the subject bureaucratically. The
approach should have been political. Specially

. when it dealt with a person like former president

Ziaur Rahman whose party secured 34% votes
compare to ruling party's 37% in the last general

elections.

It is the self-defeating nature of the initiative
bordering on unhealthy and holier-than-the-Pope
sort of zeal that we find so objectionable. It was
naiveté at its height. Never in the whole course of
the matter, any thought seemed to have been given
to the political consequences of pursuing such a
plan.

We believe the government should not create
distraction for itself by initiatives such as this. At
the same time we commend the government for
showing maturity and clearing the air in a manner
that may appear as a strategic retreat.

This is not for the first time that the government
of Sheikh Hasina has run into such an
embarrassing situation. We would like to warn the
government that there seem to be elements at work

within it who are periodically involving it in acts

that are enormously damaging for its efficiency and
popularity from the motive of ingratiating them-
selves through excessive devotion and zeal.

Dutch Support

The Dutch Development Cooperation Minister
Jan Pronk came, saw, and left conquering our
hearts. Seldom has a dignitary visiting us spoken
our developmental idiom with such a convincing
effect on an audience wider than our domestic one
as—did- Pronk-
Bangladesh. He- took the words right out of our
heart, ng of our innermost feelings largely
kept to ourselves lest we sound self-advertising.

This is what he said for us: the international com-

munity should 'honour' the achievement of the
Ganges water treaty and come forward to assist

Bangladesh in implementing the Ganges Barrage '

- Project.

‘Netherlands government's standing them

Underscoring the need for organising an inter-
national consortium to finance the barrage
project, the Dutch minister led the way by
committing full support of his government to such
an effort with a decent monetary contribution to
the unde . The minister was emphatic also
In assuring financial assistance to projects for
Meghna delta development and dredging of the
river Gorai.

While their help in building cyclone shelters and
the promise held out for bolstering rural electrifi-
cation are appreciated, NGOs like BRAC and
Proshika must have words of special thanks for the
in good
stead.

The Dutch-Bangla relationship, let's place it on
records, has been characterised by starry-eyed
dreaming of a solid partnership as the tangibles
lagged way behind aspirations in terms of utilising
the Dutch experience with dyking against floods
and reclamation of lands. Their evincing an inter-
est in some of our water management projects
where their technical inputs ought to be as prized
as their funding is viewed by us as an appetiser to
the main course of sharing their land-use know-

how.
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Gujral's Trinket
On Kashmir, Indian Prime Minister I K Gujral's
attempted bravado of an overture for uricon-
ditional peace talks with the Kashmiri militants is

proving to be a non-starter. For, it has been
deflated by the proviso he added post-haste that

" the Muslim rebels would have to first surrender

tl:;i{] weapons before being entitled to the dialogue
at all.

This is literally going one step forward and two
steps back. Because while an outside chance for a
conciliatory spirit to be instilled in the separatist
groups sneaked on to the horizon by the offer of
talks, the prospect has been botched up by attach-
Ing a precondition to these.

Moreover, speaking of fundamentals, the negoti-
ations are going to be about their shunning tlae
path of violence by disarming themselves of the:ir
own volition. But the revised proposal for tallgs
s€ems insistent on achieving the ultimate go:al
ahead of the dialogue itself which must first be
held for any peaceful settlement of the problem. Az
it is, the Indian Prime Minister has made it clear-
that the framework of talks would be the territorial
integrity of India.

Gujral could not have deliberately hollowed out
his original overture for unconditional negotiations
within a matter of hours since it, gives his pen-
chant for having announced political rather than a
military solution of the Kashmir question. Only
time can say whether he will revert to what he be-
gan with, but for the present he looks like a man
under pressure ill put to apply some of his bold
theories for innovative peace.

S brtef ~sofourn ~in-

1

HAKA and Calcutta are

two huge metropolis
located very close to each
other. Yet, there are no regular
surface transportation — either
by road or rail. In fact no
ere else in the world there
exist such Ia:g: cities with so
little distance between them but
very little connection in terms
of movement of people, goods
and services or voice and mail
communication. The inter-city
traffic of all sort is a record low.

Strangely enough, the two
cities are remote neighbours. It
is an incredibly unique situa-
tion in the world today of rapid
communication and no appar-
ent reason to remain so distant
in spite of geographical prox-
imity to each other. Similari-
ties of language. culture, food.
environment are all so us.
It is also understandable that
;iwoliucal compulsions prior to

971 insulated the two neigh-
bours since the partition of
1947. But what happened after
19717

There was a brief interlude
of opening to the neighbour
which was hampered by the
devastated transport network.
Even up to 1975, the desirable
of interactions were lacking.
The remoteness continued to
prevail. Visa restrictions were
gickly imposed and cross bor-
exchanges weres mostly ille-

gal. There were prngﬁuh to
revive cultivation of fruits and
vegetables and promote inten-
sive rural acquaculture in the
districts of Jessore, Khulna and
Kushtia for supplies to the Cal-
cutta market following the ru-
ral-urban trade links of pre-
partition days. But those -
dpﬂﬂ-!.]l never saw the light of the

ay.

No doubt, there was a pro-
found reluctance on the part of
both the parties to come close
to each other. Those were the
days of closed economies. The
outward looking strategies of
economic thro trade
and development were yet to

mature into a global dogma as it

The Remote Neighbour
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MWWMWMWM#MMHM The time has now
in outlook. We cannot remain so distant any more.

is today. The economic liberal-
Isation is now in full swing all
over South 5

Asla. Trade opportunities
within the nuhcmfunent have
remained dormant for the last
50 years. The time has now
come for a fundamental
in outlook. We cannot remain
so distant more.

Just recall that 50 years
back, all the raw jute consumed

over 100 jute mills around

alcutta u to be grown in

Bangladesh. Pakistan Gov-
ernment killed the entire ex-

rt trade in jute through fool-
sh policies. éo'i of production
of raw jute in India is much
higher than in Bangladesh.
However, we failed to revive the
old trade and thereby save the
industry even 25 years after our
independence. [t is never too
late.

bﬂng aﬁ l;}l;matlv: cr?p can
a return to farmers
of India and our farmers can
get a better price of jute, then
there still is an excellent com-
plimentary situation which
should be ted without any
further delay. And. it is only

trade that our nearest

ur can no longer re-

nﬂﬂi
80 remote.

1 am, however, of the view
that a new dimension of our re-
lationship with West Bengal in

cular have emer after

O years of
ment experience of the Left gov-
the most emi-

ernment led by
nent politician of India today -
Mr. Jyoti Basu. According to
reports published in the Dall

Janakantha of Dhaka dated 2

June 1997, percen of poor
has gone down from 58.3 to 27.7
per cent, agricultural produc-
tion has increased enormously
— surpassing even the record
levels of Panjab and —
and all these were due
to successful land reform pro-

amme implemented by the
Front government.

We have many things to
learn from West — our
most immediate bour —
who should no
that remote. Free
formation, exchange of
énce on a continuing
tr and study tours and
above all, ease of wish-

ing to visit West should
e et This r o

of in-
basis,

be relaxed by 15 da
tourist visa at Iﬂnbtg&' CTOSS-
ings.

People to people exchange of
information and knowledge
can inc as well as
reforms in directions not even
known to ut:;udly‘ It is on
record that rapid
of wheat Eultlfltiunw
first time in in, af-
ter 1975, was possible not be-
cause of strong ent

but success
n West with Sonalika
variety of wheat seeds which
were su tly sm in
through private initiatives.
The nature of such ex-
change or trade must stop

forthwith. Therefore, in
neral should not -
Eegum travel across bor-
r. but trade in general ought

remain-

of the
fact that the balance of
trade with India is un-
favorable to us at present. This
is because in the long run, we
should n in terms signifi-
cantly new inputs and knowl-

and skill which are likely
to be imported along with other
goods and services.

It was amazing to find
that West Bengal suffered from
considerable excess demand for
fish as well as food grains. But
today, the state is the third

producer of fish in India

is surplus in cereals. We

find fish from India
in Dhaka market day.
Little do we realise that if it is
possible to produce so mush

to be

fish in West Bengal, Bangladesh
can do even better because of the

vast lowlands as the potential
habitat for an enormous quan-

tity of fish.
The est handicap in fol-

lowing the West Bengal example
is the conspicuous absence of

strong political organisa-
central

tion in our country.

leadership of parties in power
have so Fu failed to create a

vigorous local government sys-
tem through which litical
cadres are trained and leader-
ship flourish — eventu ris-
ing up to the national level. It
was not only the Chief Minister
of West Bengal, the entire party
back-up was remarkable. An-
other unfortunate devel t
has been the demise of the left
Follucnj parties in adesh.
n the papresent parliament,

ﬂu:réénnutannglemherg
mmunist party or
shoot thereof. mE
As a result, neither land re-
form nor corru

thought that e will
united the ﬂympkﬂuy did at

et u}ﬂ?li People
are pin t
uﬂltﬂnmtmt
ghﬂhmﬂ;@;ﬂcn}pmphn-

ange as basis for -
ing new . m

;
E

:
i

nv&nm&nt structure
compiete, right up to
the district level.
If it is left incomplete and
only the village and Union
Council elections are held, then

we go back to e one. Sec-
ondly, not only local councils
should be fully established, it
should be seen that an increas-
ing pr on of the
ment budget is channeled
local :
the national election year in
2001, at mtﬁ? cent of ﬁ
development should
earmarked to the local bodies
(same as in West toda
which in their turn sh
share an increasing develop-
ment res 'M"Hém
Another signi t initia-
tive is the proposed sub-re-

an-

gle. If it comes through then

Bangladesh.

feature can obviate the party's

ﬁh which is so dominant in
est
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average rates of
of the stated varia'dles
1990-91 and 199€/-97.
I am indeed sorry for these er-
rors. .
Kabir U Atyrod

Indo-Bangladesh Water Talks, and their Ramifications

by Zagiul A Chowdhury
Contacts always leave involved parties a scope to meet again. Certainly, the 32nd meeting of the JRC that has

INALLY, a

the  minsterial fevel

F Indo-Bangladesh Joint

Rivers Commission took place
here. The emphasis on the
expression "finally” is for the
obvious reasons that the
meeting has taken place after
long seven years. Water talks
between the two bours are
important and so much so that
it 1s in this view that the joint
body was set up in 1972. It is not
the Ganges or the Teesta but
there are as mn:z’u fifty-four
common rivers ch in
-J:.Iilsmulunamgctmn

es even u barring two
or three rivers g:thcrl receive
scant attention. Nonetheless,
talks are important because
even disagreement on different
issues leaves one good think
that two sides knew where they
failed to agree and hence there
can be a desire or effort to
bridge the gap.

It is true that narrowing
down the gaps on the vital is-
sues in which the countries
concerned consider their inter-
ests are involved often prove
difficult. But exchange of the
views regardless of the conver-

ence or of the ideas
eeps the matters alive and
Prevent them from putting to-
ally in the cold storage. Speak-
ing more particularly about the
contentious issues the wa-
ter, between Bangladesh and
India, it is only expected that
solutions to the problems like
sharing of the waters of the
Ganges or the Teesta are a kind
of painstaking effort and can
produce results in the normal
condition after tortuous en-
deavour.

It is in this context the fail-
ure of the JRC to hold its meet-
ing for a too unusual long seven
years speaks of the hollowness
of the wisdom of both the gov-
ernments which failed to create
an environment in the long in-
terregnum to stage meetings of
the crucial joint y. Not that
there was no talk about the
holding of the meeting of the
JRC either in Dhaka or in New
Delhi but everytime, during

these long years, such news was

e two .

Just completed its two-day deliberations in the

when judged from that point of view.

capital augurs well

proved incorrect. This, conse-

uently, sent wrong signals in
31: capitals of the two countries
and not surprisingly, a stalled
situation developed as far as the
water issue is concerned.

The recently concluded
meeting here was 32nd for the
JRC-which held numerous dia-

logues across the tabie dealing
with such terminologies as
‘augmentation’ of the dry season
flows of the Ganges, con-

struction of 'storages in the
high-ups like the Himalayas' to
store the waters and release

them in the dry season to obvi-
ate the flows, tr;l of the em-
bankments of the Teesta, level
of water flows at Farakka and
the é‘l tBhe : lnﬂnl*lllltl:tllI -
waler MB (Ganges,
Qeglmn. Brahmaputra) basin,
flow of water in different sea-
ﬁnl. t various points, elc.
ave been the hallmarks

of parleys regarding the water

issue. between the two countries

over the i
At one stage more high-
sounding technical works like

dams” in the upstream or the

T SN

Indo-Bangladesh water talks in
stick) and DCMLA incharge of the W

1976: Ind

circulated, it was only to be Khan (in all white) are seen with newsmen and others.

7
:

Sir, Now that a road parallel
to the existing one in the chil-
dren's park on the east of
Gulistan square has recently
been opened for public thor-
oughfare, will the authorities
concerned kindly direct re-
moval of the bus stops on
Toyenbee Circular Road and
Jalkall Mandir Road on the
south of Bangabhaban to enable
facile movement of traffic to
and from the south-eastern part
of the city?

One single trip during the
working hours of any office day
by the Commissioner of Police
will convince him the necessity
to issue orders to clear the area
glf all sorts of stationary vehi-

es. |

Quazi Ariffur Rahman
7/ 1, Hare Street,
Warl, Dhaka-1203

ve traffic

Sir, I had the idea that we
alees are not aggressive by
imture. Reason i peo%kbc-
on to green ands are
usl.lgall]lfr gentle and of mild
temperament, while those who
are born and raised in rough
and rugged mountainous region
and highlands are usually
ro and tough kind of people.
ut once you are on road
you'll realise how aggressive
our people are. Trucks, buses
exceed all limits, that's why

Water Resources Minister Mr. Jagjivan Ram (with
ater Resources and Irrigation Ministry Rear Admiral MH

“link canal” were very much on
the lips of the experts of both
sides as a way out to the ever in-
El'tl.lh'l&p of scarcity of
water both the countries.
Whether such ideas which also
often came as confl to the
either side did any to the
salytion the water problem

nt
hm
un llu,'-l}cj that those involved in

these exercises on both sides for

ears would agree that they
rnt the t oil unneces-

sarily. May be these schemes

) countries re .o
ebatable because it is

)

were not acceptable because ei-
it T e
al ri e ya
ps and, at times remove con-
ictions in the approaches.
Behind the semblance of
normality, the water talks be-

curtailed as thI:.-re Was no t
to carry on the otiations.
the talks twngi sides were
lock in many issues and
when they concluded the dia-
logue — at times a terse and in-
nocuous statement followed.

In one of the JRC in
New Delhi in the early eighties
when the newsmen anxious to
cover the outcome of the talks
rushed to the venue sufficiently
a}lﬁd of the ac:lhedugd I'::i‘.!lﬂtlfiln
0 meeting. they fou a
the discussions were already
over as if all the were
sorted out much than ex-
pected. The actual condition
was on the con since trad-
ing of the charges resulted in
the down of the cru-
cial dialogue although none
would officially agree that it
was the case and would rather

remain tight- :

The most m-abﬂut high
level that raised a lot of
dust even in the view of those
not associated with the talks
was here between the late In-
dian irrigation minister Babu
Jagjivan who later rose to
become uty prime minister,
and our deputy chief martial
law administrator in of
the water resources in
late 1976, Rear Admiral M H
Khan. We, the newsmen cover-
ing the event were kept in sus-
pense over the results of the on-
going discussions but the talks
would continue in all serious-
ness for lo time. On the last
session of the crucial dialogue
when the covering journalists

i

these are rightly dubbed as
'killer trucks'. Even small vehi-
cles like baby taxis, tempos and
rickshaws behave in the same
aggressive manner. They don't
care a fig. whether thely are
breaking any traffic rules or
not. Eve seems to be in
such a rush to be first and go
ahead of the nearby vehicles.

What the race is for, it is diffi-
cult to comprehend because we,
peoplt h?i nature, are slow and
waste a lot of our valuable time
ust sitting and lazing around.
ut once on the road every-
body's time seems to be so pre-
cious that he pushes and cor-
ners others on the road just to
o ahead of themn and reach his
estination in the shortest pos-
sible time. Then just sit there
and gossip! Cars driven by
drivers are the same getting
suddenly in front of you from
side lanes without loo right
or left, trying to overtake you
even when there is an obstacle
ahead. They don't care the
nll%htcat if the car gets a dent or
not. The owners sitting at the
back should see that their
drivers follow the traffic rules.

The drivers of all these vehi-
cles can't be blamed too, for
they all are illiterate and come
from a lower class, where th
never were taught good be-
haviour and manners. So how
can they be expected to behave
well on roads too! Then most of
them are not properly trained,
they just learn by taking the

wheels of a baby or tempo in
their hands and practice driv-
ing. That the rules of road have
also to be learnt and followed.
they haven't the faintest idea.
Then the licences are mostly
fake, given without taking any
driving tests. A minimum edu-
cation should be must for all
applying for a drt licence.
Only the owner-driven car
follow the rules and those poor
fellows have to drive, concen-
trating mainly on how to save
themselves, from the aggressive
traffic.
Dr Sabrina
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

"Revenue
income....setback"

Sir, Thank you very much
for the news report "Revenue in-
come may face set-back” b
Inam Ahamed on July 20, 1997.
This is a fact and we do appreci-
ate this type of journalism.

|l am a used/reconditioned
vehicles importer. Seeing this
mismanagement and double
policy of the government, we
are Irustrated like everyone. |
want to ask the Finance Minis-
ter why does he increase the
supplementary tax and why
n:lf)plementar}r tax should be
calculated on both assessable

price and duty price?

As the duty has been in-
creased manifold the importers
are trying hard to save total

duty by placing writ"ln the High
ty by p

It must be stopped. Please do”
something. We don't know
whether our Finance Minister
did see the report published in
your esteemed newspaper. In
this regard the authority con-
cerned could sit with our asso-
ciation members for a right de-
cision.

Mohammed Shahidul Islam
HNS International
Dewanhat, Chittagong

"Question Creates
Question"

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to Mr Nur Hossain's let-
ter published in the DS on 1st
July, regarding a poster show-
ing the former Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia. with lead-
ers of the Jamaat-e-Islami and
it poses the question! "Who are
those people beside Khaleda
Zia?"

Actually, 1 thought about
writing on this earlier because
many people argue that the
Awami League should not ac-
cuse the BNP of joining with the
Jamaat, because the AL itself
had done the same in the recent
past while opposing the BNP
government.

However, there is a gulf of
difference between the Jamaat
hanging onto the Awami
League's coat-tails to oust the
BNP government, and the same

ten raised tensfons evm'd’un
ratiéd chrrges. iy *

m:nufthe ddn":.dm
!.unurutterlurprhemglmlmmd'
mnturﬂmn:#lhnduf
aggressive mood WIAS

ﬂnttuhuuwﬂuhum
Khan was trying to pacify him

that has just completed its two-
day deliberations in the
apitial a well
from)

summit level to share the
G waters with a desire to
iden the bottlenecks, shar-
ing of Teests. waters in the
days etc;. But what is
most im t as outcome is
the date for the: next
which will be in New Delhi,
year. Political climate govern
the talks and hence the ambi-
ence is i ant. The treaty
was in December last
year but the JRC took several
months to meet. It should have
been earlier. Siince the JRC has
nlntnmurkmdoimli
run involving many
issues, its periodic meetings are
nfpoﬂ ;;;illt;;lnthll
o cy re-
gard is welconje.

Jamaat joining forces with the
BNF against the Awami lm&x:c
now. At that time, it was the
Jamaat who hung onto the
coast-tails of the Awami League
giving the Awami League
eir (Jamaat's) unsolici or
uncalled for T}elg}:on‘ As such it
E:cs to the credit of the Awami
ague that they took the Ja-
maat for a ride and dumped
them into the dustbin at the m
portune moment of time, On
other hand, it is a different
- with the BNP.
even a better view on this
we can get from Kazi Alauddin
Ahmed's article "On Hartal, Al-
legations and Vendetta,” pub-
lished in the DS on 3rd. July.
and | quote: "In the movement
for the ouster of BNP Govern-
ment, Jamaat-e-Islami was a
strong part in the opposition re-
taining its own independent
identity. It did not, perhaps,
anticipate that Awami League
would be in power, rather, most
likely it t that m Zia
would be able to return to the
administration in a dilapidated
shape and would be led
to seek their help to form a sta-
ble government. It was proved
more day -dreaming for them.
t tih t ed by th p
otally reject the peo
only three seats in 3:

Jatiya as 18 in
1991 election. B was also
routed. Having thus failed in

their strategies to dictate terms
on BNP they made immediate
realignments, tuning them-

selves again ‘with BNP. A fear of
AL has work:*d here. have
good reasons to be

of a massive: from the

pro-indepenvience forces repre-
sented by Glhatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee. Siding with the
BNP in such: an uncertain hour
has been to shield themselves
against any possible on-

ught.”
Dhaka

Restricted VAT
application

Sir., VAT on Internet -
ders and usiers be
to installation ., and not on
operation.

Similarly on computers-im-
port of spaces, parts and acces-
sories. h-end users can pay
VAT on import of fully-assem-
bled units.

In the electronics sector,
multiple npplication of taxes,
levies, VA'[ may be restricted.

Test eqquipment are expen-
sive but l!llﬂ'lull: while sub-
equipmen! for R&D have to be
encouraged. Local assemble
must be pwrovided with incen-
tives, d;.rz:t and Mrulmh
tax’ is llbh.lhmph ; on
recurring items ud serving
may be reviswed carefully.

A User
Dhaka




