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Fud_eration Cup match at the floodlit Mirpur Stadium yesterday. Mohammedans won 4-1.

~ Asian b'ball
qualifiers
from Aug 5

The Asian basketball cham-
pionship Middle-East zone
round will be held at

¢ National Indoor Gymna-

:

{:lﬂmmit tee

organisin
been ftrmeg with Com-

and Industries Minister
Tofael Ahmed as its chairman.

Mexico bid
impresses PASO

WINNIPEG, Canada, July 27:
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The current president of

' Vasgwis Wine. whe presided
asquez .

over the 1975 Pmmpl:'lulllu

ico City.

Because of a eooﬂhle -
pearance ]I:: hlu,ld ;quu t;ﬁl
reporters he wou suggest-
ing that the decision on the

venue be made outside
Mexico.
He said he would be polling

PASO members to try to find a
consensus on where and when

PASO will | move a finger

help Guadalajara in its bid:
. as president of thui
will do all | can for them.”

Guadalajara has a budget of
l-iﬂmlllhnUSdoll:nhrtlw

P o o O
To sweeten the offer, the dty

ovided two airline tickets (to
Cuadalajara i P e

to the presiden

taries of all the National

Olympic Committees here.
Santo Domingo offered a

more toned down tation,

perhaps symbolic of their city's

weak economy.
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Brothe{_s_ scrape thru’

Striker Alfaz
Ahmed and mer-
curial midfielder
Shabbir scored a
couple each as
!Sh'luhammcil:lﬁll}n
porting Clu

off to a ﬂymistart in defmc%azf
the title with a 4-1 win over
Arambagh Krira Sangha in the
17th Federation Cup football
tournament at the Mirpur Sta-

dium yesterday.

In i’l;s other match of the day
Brothers Union posted a lone
%ual victory over Fakirerpool

oungmen's Club. Thanks to a
stroke of beauty from striker
Jamal, who punched the ball
home with swerving free-kick
in the 78th minute, the so-
called traditional third force in
the domestic circuit put behind
the blues of a chronic defeats at
the hands of 1 boys
for the last couple of years.

But the real cracker was pro-
vided in the second match of the
day with Mohammedans tak-
ing off against their Motijheel
neighbours from where the

and whites had left after a
successful campaign last :

Alfaz, the hero of Mo-
hammedans’ league triumph
last year scored twice to match
his more illustrious teammate
Shabbir, who gave his side a
fifth minute lead.

Mo-

diminutive
hammedan playmaker, whose

have rediscover his old touch
and did not waste time to put
the holders ahead with a power-
ful low drive past a diving
Arambagh custodian Tony.
Alfaz then doubled the mar-
n in the 16th minute with an
ntelligent header off a typical

long throw from Ileft-back
Ruhul Alim.

Ar ., however, showed
signs of a tback when their

Sﬂ;ﬁ."m striker Sousufa re-
du the margin in the 40th
minute with a shot past
Mohammedan custodian Ponir.

Sports Reporter

Inspired by

the goal,

the

mediocre outfit offered the or-
dinary defence of their awe-in-
spiring opponents few testing

time.

ot an
e relief of the

Especially,
lemon break, Aramb

after the
agh almost

ualiser. But much to

Mohammedan

supporters, custodian Ponir
made a brilliant save when
Arambagh's midfielder Shoaib
came close to score from a 25-
yarder in the 46th minute. Be-

sides, Yousufa,

inauguration P'e
had been duly
last week.

Shamimuzza

the treasurer of the Bang]
Federation
stunned all who were

the stadium when he performed

the urpmi:F of what the organ-
the beginning of the

Football

isers c

BFF's bizarre

competition
Sports Reporter

The ongoing 17th Federation

Cup football tournament -
rienced a bizarre second I[ of

who forced the

s
sterday aﬁ:r it
declared open

man Basunia,
adesh |
(BFF),

t at

eight-team second phase

The season's

curtnin:raim

was earlier kicked off on July

20 with the

general secretary of

the BFF, Harun-ur-Rashid

ing the much-

m-Tthec
publicity-ha
who had to

du the inaugural ceremony,
formulated an unprecedented
scheme to let the tournament

have another

with the centrestage selzed
the rest of the BF‘Fugmm, nutby

mention for yet another photo

session.
The BFF

but

supremo
Mohammad Hanif , who had
missed the July
tion, arrived late at the stadium
ed to get
with the players on completion
of the first match.

Holders begin in styl

Mohammedan defenders have a
ood run for their money, had
onir beaten fair and square

with a grounder. But the ball

narrowly missed the far post.
After surviving those close
calls Mohammedans never
looked back once Shabbir cele-
brated his second goal seven
minutes into the second half to

%l}r: gjs side an unassailable 3-
ead.

Alfaz then sealed the fate of
the match in the 74th minute
ahunting home a square pass
from habbir. ut 0-
hammedans could have run
away with an even flattering
margin of victory had not the
attempts of Arman and substi-
tute Ranjan ricocheted off the
cross-piece in the last quarter
of the see-saw encounter.

Although the commendable
victu?' suggests an boastful
start for the defending champi-
ons, the new-look defence ap-
peared to be fragile in a
sence of Jewel RNA who de-
serted the Mohammedan tent
for Mukﬂ]]nddha after captain-

ing them last year.

Bayern begin
brilliantly

LEVERKUSEN. Germany,

July 27: League champions Bay-
blicised cere. ern Munich warmed up for Ll'i’::
guest. Butthe{ Stat of the Bundesliga with a
organiwers - —convincin _z-um ver VFB
the back seat | Stuttgart in the of the new
German Cup tournament

on Saturday, reports Reuter.
iIi'.nt;v,wn'.-rn rhtnt ahead at;l_lcr 57

minutes with a su shot
InaugyIation | international midfielder Haribz

io| Basler from nearly 30 metres.

By winning the tournament,

Mayor

20 inaugura-

introduced

which featured the top six
teams of last season and re-

laced the traditional Super

up between the ¢ and
the Cup winners as the curtain-
raiser to the new season, m
earned 2.5 million marks (1.4

million dollars) in prize
money.
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Action from yesterday's Federation Cup encounter
erpool Youngmen's Club at the Mirpur stadium Brothers won 1-0.

Che 1

between Brothers Union
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Tanveer suffers

heart attack
Sports Reporter

Tour manager Tanveer Hai-
der returned home ahead of
Bangladesh's Asia Cup squad of
after completing a predictably
disastrous campaign in the
Colombo spectacle.

But the former national
player suffered a heart attack
yesterday, according to a reli-
able source. Tanveer was admit-
ted into a city clinic where his
condition was reported improv-
ing.

gMeanwhll:, the Bangladesh
teamn was ted to arrive last
night after a brief stopover in
Bangkok.

Anand atop

BIEL, Switzerland, July 27:
Viswanathan Anand of India
emerged the sole leader with
four points after he outwitted
Swiss International Master
Yanick Pelletier in the fifth
round of the Credit Swiss Grand
Masters' chess tournament here
yesterday, reports PTI.

The Indian Grand Master
ulled off a quick win over the
owest ranked player of the

tournament to march ahead of
Fide world champion Anatoly
Karpov.

Last year's winner Karpov,
who shared the lead with
Anand in the previous round,
was held to a draw by the local
GM Vadim lilov, playing white.

Earlier in the tournament
Milov had held top seed Anand

to a draw with white pieces.

Boris Gelfand and Joel Lau-
tier also agreed to sﬁlit (Fuints
after 21 moves in the double
round robin tournament where
the six players meet each other
once with white and once with
black pieces.

1. V Anand [lm:llEr 4p0m=

; — ints

2. (Rus) — 3.5

3 B: and (Belarus) — 3

4. J Lautier (Fra). V Milov
(Swz) — 2

5. Y Pelletier (Swz) — 0.5

Tough trials for
US natants

NASHVILLE, Tennessee,
July 27: The United States will
have at least a few familiar
faces at the World Champi-
onships next January in Perth,
Australia, reports Reuter.

The first swimmers to qual-
ify for the US team Saturday
night at the Phillipe 66 US na-
tional championships were
1996 Olympians Jenny Thomp-
son. Amy van Dyken, Kurt
Grote, Jeremy Linn, Josh Davis
and Brooke Bennett.

The top two finishers in each
event qualify for the World
January 8-18.

The seven-day meet is also
serving as selection trials for
the Pan-Pacific Games in Japan
ﬁus.nsl 10-13 and World -
Sie

ty' Games ‘August 2580<in |
i .‘ L K " Py ]

ompson, 24, qualified in
the 100-metre freestyle. Her
morning preliminary time of
54 .95 seconds was the fastest
time swum in the world this
year. She won in 54.96.

Van Dyken, 24, the top US
old medal winner at the 1996
lympics with four, was second

in 55.66 and also qualified. Van
Dyken said she will skip the
Pan-Pacifics to concentrate on
her training for Worlds.

"It will nice to see what
the rest of the world has in Jan-
uary,” Van Dyken sajd. "It will
be interesting to see how we
stack up.”

Grote, an Olympic silver
medalist, won the 100-metre
breastroke in 1:01.45. Linn was
second and also qualified.

Quance won the 400-metre
individual medley in 4:39 67.

Davis. winner of four 1996
Olympic gold medals, won the
200-metre freestyle in 1:49.

Bennett, an Olympic 800

1,500-metre freestyle in
16:10.93. She was attempting to
become only the second woman
to swim under 16 minutes.
Three-time Olympian Janet
Evans was the first.

Shearer injured

LONDON, July 27: England

- striker Alan Shearer could

miss the start of the English
remier league season after in-
uring an ankle during New-
castle's friendl against
Chelsea on Saturday. reports
Reuter.
Shearer went to hospital for
a precau X-ray alter be-

ing taken off on a stretcher in .

the last minute of the match at
Everton's Goodison Park.

He went over on his right
ankle as he stretched to reach
the“ib:lly ]nn the wet turf. o

igament damage wou
leave Shearer struggling to be
fit for the club's fixture
against Sheffield Wednesday on

August 9.

9:45 ILAAJ-BIL-GHIZA

The Bily Star 11

= .
i

i 4?_ ':. X

PetrIe
i,

Dhaka City Mayor Mohammad Hanif, who 1s also the presi

ot-

ent of the Bangladesh Fo

ball Federation, is being introduced to the Mohammedan and Arambagh players at the

Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
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TIAAF ensures full house

ATHENS. Greece,
July 27: Michael
Johnson will be
here. So will
Donovan Bailey,
Haile Gebrse-
lassie, Gail Dev
ers. Jonathan Edwards and
Marie-Jose Perec.

With the chance that many
stars wouldn't be at the World
Track and Field Champi-
onships, the International Am-
ateur Athletic Federation took
an unprecedented step to make
sure they could attend the nine-
day meet. which begins Aug 2,
reports AP.

The IAAF, the sport's gov-
erning body. instituted wild-
card entries, allowing defend-
ing world champions to com-
pete even if they failed to qual-
'ilt:;; for their national teams.

at paved the way for John-
son, Devers and Gwen Torrence
of the United States, Edwards of
Britain and Ismael Kirui of
Kenya.

It's in the interest of track
and field to have the best ath-
letes in the world competing at
the World Championships,”
IAAF  spokesman Giorgio

Reineri said. "Most sports pro-
vide their world tggmpiuns
with the opportunity to defend
their world titles. Why
shouldn't we?"

Johnson, the 1995 world
champion and 1996 Olympic
gold medalist at 200 and 400
mtitres. will defend only his 400
title.

'l haven't had enough time to
get ready for both races,” John-
son said. "There is no reason for
me to try to double again."

Johnson pulled a muscle
during a 150-metre match race
against Bailey on June 1 and
missed the USA Champi-
onships later that month in
Indianapolis.

He has run only once since
then and finished fifth in a 400-
metre race in Paris, snapping
his 58-race winning streak in
the event. From Paris, Johnson
returned home to Dallas and
began two-a-day workouts and
a weightlifting programmes.

If Johnson wins, he will re-
ceive 60,000 dollars, and if he
breaks Butch Reynolds' world
record of 43.29 seconds, he will

et an additional 100,000 dol-
ars. The competition award

and world-record bonus are new
for 1997. In the last World
Championships, winners got
new cars,

Devers, the two-time defend-
ing world champion in the 100-
metre hurdles, was injured dur-
ing the semifinals of the 100-
metre dash at the USA Champi-
onships and did not compete in
the final. Now, she is on the US
team in the hurdles.

Torrence is the 1995 world
champion. in the 100 and also
finished first in the 200 but was
disqualified for running out of
her lane. She missed the USA
Championships because of in-
jury but will run the 100 at the
worlds.

Edwards, who became the
first triple jumper to surpass 60
feet (18 metres) at the 1995
World Championships in
Gothenburg, Sweden, also will
be able to defend his title, al-
though he did not compete in
the British Championships be-
cause of a g heel injury.

Kirui, the two-time world
5,000-metre champion, did not
make the Kenyan team at the
trials but will be able to defend
his title at the worlds.

Stand By (Trailer Show) 7:40

Alwani's amazing show

BEIRUT, Lebanon, July 27:
Egypt has dominated the Pan-
Arab Games, winning 97 of the
212 gold medals awarded
through Saturday. It's closest
rival is Algeria with 41 golds.

M v thyipd,. with 18, re-
po L M
M‘E’g}rptm’ﬁ ' swithimer Rania

wani won the 100 metres
freestyle in 59.16 seconds to
earn her ninth gold, the highest
number by one person at any
Arab Games.

Alwani, a 20-year-old medi-
cal student at Alabama Univer-
sity in the United States, broke
the record of eight set by
Tunisian swimmer Faten Ghat-

tas at Damascus, Syria, in 1992.

Two pgold medals were
awarded in the women's 400
metres individual medley when
Rola Haress of Lebanon and
Kanza bin Nasser of Algeria
both touched in of 5 minutes,
21.12 seconds.

In the men's basketball fi-
nal, Saudi Arabia defeated
Syria 80-61. The United Arab
Emirates won the bronze.

Meanwhile, three more ath-
letes have tested positive for
drugs, raising to six the number
of competitors who have failed
doping tests, officials said Sat-

urday.
T'l?lve latest positive tests in-

-
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Egyptian swimmer Rania

e

Alwani shows uﬂ"ﬁ

LR o
er medals on

Saturday which she won at the Pan-Arab Games in Beir-
ut. Alwani sets 100m freestyle record.
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cluded gold medalists from

t and Algeria whose judo
and boxing titles have been
pending a final ruling, said Os-
man Saad, chief of the Arab
Sports Federation.

_The, ,mmw -
g am 3&:11111 -Ghor-

ali, who tested positive for
steroids after failing to medal
at the July 12-28 games.

More failures are expected to
be announced Sunday when test
results arrive from a Paris lab-
nratugn Saad said.

Rida Kazem, the head of the
Games medical committee, said
Algerian Noureddine Majhoud
tested positive for furesenide, a
steroid, and Bassel Ahmed el-
Ghirbawi of Egypt tested posi-
tive for strychnine.

Although strychnine is a
highly poisonous substance, it
has n used by athletes in
small quantities over the cen-
turies to strengthen muscles de-
spite a ban in international
sports.

“The amount (of drugs) found
... cannot be under any
conditions,” Saad told a news
conference. "God willing, we
will be able to limit these inci-
dents and fix the blame."
Ma(lll?zuglg won dtjh;ﬂﬂﬂ;kﬂ?&
.4-poun
an :I-Ghirhfgi took the 95-
kilogram (209-pound) judo title.
Saad said the organising
committee is discussing the
medical tests with the heads of
delegations of Egypt and Alge-
ria who have sought a second
test to confirm the findings.
Until then the committee
will take no decision on strip-
phelg the athletes of their
medals, which remain sus-
pended, Kazem said.

All gold medalists and one
randomly selected athlete are
tested after each event.

Although Arab Games have
been held since 1953, test-
ing was started for the first time
this year.

So far, a Saudi Arabian ath-
lete has been stripped of his
gold medal in the discus for us-
ing a stimulant. Two women
from Tunisia and a also
tested positive and were dis-
;.]ualiﬂcd. However, neither af-
ected the medal standings.
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