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Clever by Half

roved . Thursday's cap
niversity dorm, by the

members of

League student front, tends to substantiate
worst fears. We had thought Prime Mini
Sheikh Hasina's
suance of r politics by Awami League's
dent front would bring about a qualitative ch
in the grossly vitiated atmosphere. Following

Thursday's b
has dented that expectation.

Two conclusions can be drawn from the
abated recurrence of such incidents. Either
student front of the Awami
much of a Frankenstein to listen even to its
chief or the element of sincerity that should
forced the BCL to tﬂl.ﬂl its horns immediately
missing to start with.
etition we want to remind the concerned

they, particularly the rul
fronts,

The ruffians pampered and maintained by
parties for makin
dential territory of the universities are op
who know which side of the bread is buttered

venience. So any fancy of ideological

through

foolish to hope
der by keeping these campus goons at large.

BCL cadres

from the spot were let off . We are convinced
can te terrorism in no time if only
lowed to play its role impartially and effectively.

by VC Azad Chowdhury
in the ri
DUCSU elections. Nevertheless, we hope and
lieve that a sincere exercise of political will b
ruling Awami

who seemed to be m

improving the campus atmosphere.
Fish Angle

country in a natural endowment
her on the top
map. But
a story of unexploited largesse for her:

gged abouit and that too in naively

v

dﬁ ed attempt to survey our sustai
and potential fish resources, both inland and
rine.

From this precarious

the state of the country
over to the 363 km Exclusive Economic Zone.

in a comparative setting wi
tries, not
less literally thrive on their fish resources.

We are for a three-legged strategy for

sector out of half-way houses it is stuck with.

This may be part of the huge Fish Culture
trepreneurship Project in the
aged under the Fifth 5-year Plan. It better be

swell in the rivers, fish will
programme the stubbornly
» L . o
Continuing Hiccup
Not even a fortnight has gone since the
tragedy in a garment factory in the city that
other
sualties were reported, Saturday's fire at

turned into a

July 16 .
to dwell on it for "its failure to be a news at the
of human lives". But the fact of the matter is

the garments factories.
Having commented unfailin

try, we take this oppo
gency of bolstering the safety
hour's work of the fire fighters to be put down,

ably short circuit, a common

supply was behind the fire.

common hazards of a collective working place

ﬂe consideration and accordingly
e

ness put to use.

all concerned in this industry
bury the fire fear once for all.

to more tragedies due to human callousness.

I

Has this abominable trend of hall-capturing

to s We had ho not, but are being
o - 4] i of a Dhaka

the

Bangladesh Chhatra League, the pro-Awami

our
ster

prohibitory utterance on pur-

stu-
e
hot

on the heels of the violence at the Eden University
College, an ugly manifestation of degeneracy,
less 'coup' at the Surja Sen Hall

un-
the

League has become too

ave
was

At the risk of savourless rep-
political
g%rtlcs that they are being clever only by half and

s can lead to no gain worth one's while. Unless
Awami League, disso-
ciate themselves effectively from these student
educational institutions would never be
freed from the hoodlums responsible for giving
birth to anarchic tales of hall capture and likewise.

the

political inroads into the resi-
portunists

and

never hesitate to cross floor as it suits their con-
expansion
these criminals is actually tantamount to
institutionalisation of crime. It would be extremely
for improvement in the law and or-

marched into the hall in broad
daylight. Instead of mopping them up wholesale
some of the 'raiders’ whom the police picked up
police
it is al-

There is no doubt the episode has considerably
ed the recent reconciliatory initiatives taken

t direction in view of the upcoming

be-
the

e and the opposition BNP can
give a new lease of life to the battered efforts for

Bangladesh is both a riverine and sea-bed
mix that places
-side of the world's fish resources
largely and very persistently has it been
mostly
uninformed.
tes. Hardly ever did we make any ﬁt_ﬂ'}ﬂl-%q_

ainable

ma-

perch, the government
seems now laudably up and about in determining
's fish resources extending

The

survey will be undertaken in the current Annual
Development Plan period. In addition to all sorts of
nudges behind this maiden venture, the need is
great for a motivational Smt_ﬁ to make the survey

some island coun-
quite as riverine as us, which nonethe-

this
Let

there be more of self-employing pisciculture pro-
jects and fisheries cooperatives as group ventures
to attract bank financing and other input supports.

En-

rivate sector envis-

un-

dertaken with effect from the next financial year.

The time for all this seems propitious when
viewed in the context of water management plan-
ning being facilitated by accords with India. If
salinity intrusion from the sea is checkmated by a
grow in superabun-
dance. And as part of a scientific fish cultivation
indiscriminate use of
pesticides in farmlands should be over and out.

fire
an-

are-up has been reported. Though no ca-

the

godown of Seraj Apparel could have very easily
er inferno as it had happened in
the case of another factory in the same locality on

It would be some time before the causes of the
fire are known or more likely, nobody would bother

cost
that

time is ripe for reviewing the safety measures in

y in this column
about the appalling structural flaws of these facto-
ries, the foundational edifices of our export indus-
rtunity to press home the ur-
measures. Altho

it is yet to be known what caused Saturday's fire
that despite its innocuous nature required an

it is

quite possible to imagine what went wrong. Prob-
problem occurring
'~ due to patchily done work in networking power

We believe if only the factory owners take the

into

, observe the
measures strictly, incidence of fire can be
greatly scaled down. It is simply a matter of aware-

We wonder what the government, BGMEA and
are doing in order to
Whatever is being
mooted in this connection, needs to be imple-
| mented soon so that we do not have to be witness

‘ to
Constitution of the Peop-
le's Republic of Bangladesh, is
exercised by or on the authority
of the Prime Minister in
accordance with the Constitu-
tion. The Prime Minister is the
Head of the Cabinet of
Ministers appointed by
him/her H:hﬂ lt: :nl‘:_ﬁetlnly
to the parliament
;:mmuw functions of the
Government. The Constitution
also provides that the President
will make Rules of Business for
the allocation of business
the various ministries
and divisions and for the
transaction of business of the

L.

i o Accord to the Rules of
Business, Prime Minister
may constitute a con-
si of one or more d_;_lv;

sions, necessary.
Prime Minister may assign a
division or a ministry or more
than one division or one min-
istry to the Prime Minister, a
%Ehter or a :futl;:tﬂ of State.
business t
is distributed m
istries/divisions in manner
as laid down in the allocation
of business in Schedule-1 of the

Rules of Business.

All business of the min-
istry/division allocated to it

may be d of by or under
the Fm directions
of the Minister-in-Charge sub-
ect to the provisions of the
of Business

The minister is also respon-
sible for conducting the busi-
ness of his ministry/division
in the parliament unless oth-
erwise directed by the Prime
Minister. No important policy
decision can be taken except
with the approval of the Cabi-
net. No ministry/division can
take decision on any of the mat-
ters enumerated in the rules
without previous consultation

o —————

Rules of Busine
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ss — Minister and Secre

byhinhammndwm

the schedules (Schedules I11, IV,
V) of the Rules of Business.
When lnl\{ matter concerns
more than one min-
istry/division, the
istry/division concerned has to
be consulted and their views ob-

tained and mw
any or

before

- assign
functions to them. Cabinet
Committee decisions if ap-

med the Prime Minister
the of a Cabinet deci-
sion unless

to be rati-

fied by the :
The Prime Minister may
also constitute committees

activities between ministries
and divisions at official levels.

Each division has a Secre-
tary, Additional Secretary,

Joint Secretary, Deputy Secre-

with the Cabinet Division. the structions and other instruc- istry/division (intra-organisa- the policies and programmes Secretary

! b i) ki slasiy
to carry out the respon-
nbu}uu llloca%; to the divi-
sion/ministry. Secretary is
the administrative head of the
mlnllta'{diﬂ-lnn and is re-
lPon-l for its administra-
on and discipline and for
proper conduct of business as-
to it. He is also respon-

si for careful observance of
these rules in his min-
istry/division, attached de-
mtl and nub?]r“dimte of -

J Bel'.'lttl.ry to keep

the Minister-in-Charge in-
formed of the of the
ministry/division. The Secre-
tary is to or the divi-

sion/ministry various sec-
tions or other units
and distribute the of the

ministry /division among the
various units and officers.

A ministry /division has at-

ts and sub-

ordimmte ces which are :;
ecu agencies, res
for the execution of ﬂ:cmpulidu
of the government and for the
administration of laws, regula-
tions and extension services.

The is the princi-
pal accounti officer of the
ministry/ , its attached

artments and subordinate

and is to ensure that the

funds allocated to the min-
istry/division, attached de-
ts and subordinate of-

Are s t in accordance

with the /laws for the time
in force. The business of

the Ministry/Division and at-
tlclwdm::u:u and subor-
dinate will be conducted
according to the Secretariat in-

The Role of the min-
/division is limited to (a)
Policy formulation. (b} Plan-
ning. (c) Evaluation of execu-
tion of pllllll. (d) Leﬁ:cl.luﬂ
measures, (e) Assisting min-
ister in the of his re-
sponsibilities to the parlia-
ment, (f) Personnel Manage-
ment at the top-level viz. (i) of-
ficers not below the rank of
member /director in the case of
public statu COrpo
and (ii) officers not below the
level of NPs-V in the cases of at-
tached ts and subor-
dinate ., (@ Such other
matter as may be determined by
the Prime Minister and (h) mat-
ters required to be submitted to
Cabinet or Cabinet Committees
or the Prime Minister,

The Secretariat instructions
require that there should be
carefull delegation of
authorit thin the min-

carrying out and implementing

— e

e —

E

Minister, Prime
Cabinet and for

the
tz'th:

ensuring proper administra-
tion of laws, .

Minister

The (Minister or
Secretary) should not interfere
with the administration and
personnel matters falling
within the domain of the at-
and subor-
dinate offices. The ministry
should a watch on their ac-
tivities call them to account
for inefficiency or unsat-
isfactory performance.

If the Minister wishes to deal
with any administrative mat-

. he
authority to do so
within the bounds of the Rules
of Business and instructions.
too much involvement in .
routine administration (like

and transfer of field of-
m land him into the

E

The writer is an ex-Cabinet

Indo-Pak Amity: Still an Elusive Goal

HE passions ran high
I the bitterness grew inte-
nse on either side of the
communal divide as a

the way became inevitable in
the subcontinent and the day of
its tion drew closer.

flash points erupted out of
nothing, ugly situations could
be only narrowly averted and
the deadlocks were frequent.
There was a classical deadlock
when finally the united India's
assets came up for division
between a truncated India and
newly-created Pakistan. In a
hard bargain for each other's
share the negotiator arguh&far
Pakistan made a bizarre m
sa that the Tajmahal must
belong to Pakistan because it
was something of India's
Muslim- heritage. But how?

‘Perplexed ' for a ‘while “the

otidtor” himself. came. oul

th even more ' grotesque
solution: b the Taj into

eces and transporting them to

akistan. In response, his
opponent across the table made
equally difficult proposition.
He demanded that the river
Indus must somehow be made to
flow through Indian territory
because it was on its bank that
the Rigveda of the Hindus was
revealed thousands of years
ago.

It was one of the many such
incidents on the eve of the par-
tition that set the tone of future
relations between these two es-
tranged neighbours. Indeed, it
defied any reasoning or ratio-
nality wherever it was a ques-
tion relating to India and -
istan. That their relationship
had been fraught with all the ir-
rationalities was soon evident
from the senseless carnage that
followed the partition. Esti-
mated half a million were
slaughtered just like that on
either side of the newly-drawn
border and it preceded one of
the largest human migration of
the history. In less than eight
weeks, first Indo-Pak war broke
out. The events moved at a fast
pace with an animosity sinking
deep into their psyche.

ubsequently they fought
more wars and came close

to fighting another two result-
ing in almost a never-never sit-
uation of Indo-Pak relation-
ship. And the smouldering fire
of an enmity burning till
date. Because a Hindu India
could never erase the humilia-
tion of its medieval defeats
however much it tried and In-
dia's Islam could not overcome
the consequences of the failure
of its mission of conquest in
India whatever it might do. The
result has been on both sides —
frustration, hatred and an ap-
parent powerlessness to alter
the situation. Two generations
of Indians and Pakistanis have
been held hos of this poli-
tics of hate and a confronta-
tional mindset. At thé end of
the day, there has been no win-
ner with both sides dumped in
the labyrinthine darkness of

of

F
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to each othes's gain. Yet only :
1.26 cent nf1‘akl.ltan'3 ex- *
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holding plebiscite in Kashmir under UN supervision.

Nawaz Sharif has gone back
ussion with India and insisting on

ignominy.

Now after half a century at
the close of the millennium, the
new tions of both India
and tan look askance at
the wisdom of this continued
hostility. They are not con-
vinced of a of the conflict
inherited from their forefa-
thers. They are more impressed
by the miracle of economy and
quality of life which

witness around them. The
subcontinental landmass with
its uninterrupted stretch and
tremendous commonality pro-
vides an ideal turf for the in- .
Terplay of the &conomid forces '

= ¥

-

m its way to India while
accounts for paltry 0.68

r cent of its import from
tan notwithstanding the

countries' contiguity and other

built-in a:hrlnln&e: It is not
thus t their
ple are among poorest of the

world.

At least 60 cent of the
electorate in both the countries
dm born aﬂerth:ﬁ and as o?ltlﬁh

0 not carry baggage e
past. Obviously, they murmur
against the bondage, prejudices
and restrictions that exist in
the relationship between their
countries and would like to
benefit from the free trade. re-
laxndl eatrgjv;lgu and more interac-
tion to some prosperi
in their impoverished 1::1:"..11:?tr
tries. On cultural plain, the uch
is more irresistible. While
Madhuri Dixit is a craze for the
younger generation of Pakista-
nis, many Indians including
Prime Minister IK Gujral who
was born in Jhelum and edu-
cated in Lahore have insup-
pressible nostalgia for Pag-
istan which once added colour
?néji diversity to pre-partition
ndia.

There are more
for both India and to
move closer to each other. Fifty
ﬂmﬁ of adversarial relations
ave left both of them i eco-
nomic shambles with an un-
abated dr

! per cent of
its annual budget goes on de-
fence expenditure and another
35 per cent on debt . To
revive the wobbly economy,
among other , it needs to
drastically curb its defence
s . Can Pakistan do it
without reducing tension with
India? Indian economy is
somewhat better with her con-
sistent policy of self-reliance
and developed infrastruc-
ture but she has also an enor-
mous to provide better
quality of life to about 360m
Indians living below the

— e e 4 -

Will DESA/PDB pay
any attention?

Sir, Recently, due to a crisis
at the National Grid, the elec-
tricity to our locality in Mirpur
11, Dhaka, was restored nearly
at mid-night. This grid failure
was perhaps the 2nd or 3rd
incedent in a years time. I am
sure our engineers are doing
their best to keep the grids
humming and have taken nec-
essary precautio messures
to make sure that this type of
national disasters do not occur
in future. Remember, the
Japanese won't invest unless

are assured of a 24 hours
steady power supply.

The main reason I am writ-
inE&t\hu letter is to ask the
D or the PDB authorities,
whichever is responsible to
maintain the lines and trans-

——
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poverty line. With such
icaments both the coun-
les maintain large armed
forces as well as elaborate nu-
clear and missile programme
with tremendous ihl:nln on
their economy. Both have their
‘troubled areas' to be controlled
only through their military.
The problem is more acute in
India where her turbulent
north-east and Kashmir con-
tinue to cause huge drainage of
its exchequer. Only an inter-
state amity can relieve them of
H:L“ unbearable financial bur-
. 50. the was, in a . way,
set at least to under
the whole gamut of Indo-Pak
relations. Not only an ap-
propriate hour was struck for it,
the initiative, if any, was also
attuned to the public mood.
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
made enough of overtures about
improving relations with India
during his election campaign.
He won a landslide victory
without any India bashin
which had earlier been the elec-
tion winn factor in Pak-
istan. On 'S part ever since

of te between the two coun-
tries? Str y. there are few,
There is really no ble issue
like India has with all other

countries of the region. The is-
sues from the parti-
tion like water disputes,

evacuee's property, etc., were
promptly taken care of. What
r unresolved was, how-
ever, an ever-widening percep-
tional gap between the two na-
tions breeding all the tensions
of half a century. It was only the
perception of each other as
sworn enemy. At the core of
that perception are antithetic
Jdmvi:?..nvﬂ osaphy . and
a divergent att and way

life sustained by one is-
sue of Kashmir. For Pakistan,
Indo-Pak amity means the set-
tlement of the issue of Kashmir,
According to India, Kashmir,
'an integral part' of India, can-
not be subject for any negotia-
tion for peace. So, there is a

fundamental difference in the
ve
talk.
There is a vast difference be-
tween Nawaz Sharif's pre-elec-
tion and post-swearing in pos-

approach to any peace

' IK Guijral entered the south-

block for the second time he put
on priority list the improve-
ment of rel:lté]unulup -::Fth the
neighbours including, of course,
Pakistan. He realised that to
play a larger international role,
to push rt and to concen-
trate on rapid economic

settling disputes with the
neighbours is an inescapable

prerequisite.

After having achieved some
success with to India's
reaching settlements on several
pending issues i.e. water
tr:ka:ﬂ with B adesh, Mo-
h treaty with Nepal and
confidence visits to Sri
l:hnka. the Prime - ster Gu-
jral was now poised for ta.h:lrg a
calculated step towards Pak-
istan. Male of IK Gujral
and Nawaz Sh only gave
some shape to these develop-
ments under way. If anything,
the meeting generated a good
deal of optimism and a specula-
tion galore as to an Indo-Pak
amity at long last. Both the
prime ministers vowed to start
on a clean slate, put the official
round of talks snapped in 1994
in motion and installed a hot-
line between them.

But what are the issues in
question? What are the points

formers at Mirpur 11 or in the
city. Every time there is a ma-
jor power failure, which is ran-

dom in ur 11, Block A, a
cular ormer located
ehind the Mirpur Bangla
School in Avenue 1 goes
berserk and is disrupted.
Repeated to the Power Of-
fice in 11 near Nupur

Cenema and the control room
at section 13 falls on deaf ears
?ndthepeopienttheammf-
ers

In most cases, a particular
fm:l or line of the said trans-
ormer %oe- off effecting some
of the houses in Avenue 1.
When this happens, it is almost
impossible to get the mainte-
nance crew to have the fault
removed in a resoanable
of ime. The said tranformer is
partially down since 8 in the
moming and at the time of

writing this complaint (2:15 pm)

ture. Notwithstanding reconcil-
latory pronouncements du
the election cam . Sh
has gone back to tan's old
stance of treating Kashmir as
the core issue for any discussion
with India and inaistinql on
holding plebiscite in Kashmir
under UN su sion. Whether
this is on Sharif's own
conviction or not his hands are
tied by the army chief and
President Leghari who have
greater say, within the frame-
work of (National De-
fence and Security Council), in
Pakistan's gollc vis-a-vis
Kashmir, IK Gujral has talked
aplenty from and amity
to traLI:I . tra mm numm]l::;
tion but touc only upon
m of the core problem of
. And even in doing so,
he did not miss the point of
making it absolutely clear that
India's ty was not ne-
gotiable under any circum-
stances. In his own
view any concession in the 'set-
tled' issue of Kashmir would be
tantamount to compromise on
the question of ty.
owever, the most critical
t for Gujral is that his po-
tical base is weak. Neither the

coalition partners of his United
Front nor a hostile opposition

T —

. the,

stité remalning’ sically |
tary clash of moved in . At the peak of
a UN-im- "ﬂ!t'cﬂllllnn:ﬂ-tmtr. the state

personal -

would let him make even a 'mi-
nor adjustment’ in Indian posi-
tion based on a national con-
sensus. So where do they Lﬁo
from here? If Kashmir is the
crux of tl:.l whole debate sur-
rounding the ensuing Indo-Pak
Eleace endeavour, the situation

Kashmir itself would dictate
the course of the peace talk and
determine its fate,

The Kashmir dispute origi-
na from the state's contro-
versial accession to India sim-
mers for half a century and over

rather entrenched with the

vided after the
1947-48 followed
posed ceasefire. India with
many advantages weighing in
her favour took calculated

both internationally and do-
mestically to consolidate her

position in Kashmir. India with
a skilful combination of cun-

ning, superior diplomacy, pro-
fosids b aod eves big
as well as some EE_;
propriate measures followed
relation to the state like grant-
of special status, etc., was
ﬂ?ﬂl to L:Jnake Itaf inclusion to
an Union a fait accompli
ning Pakistan disputed this ac-
cession on moral ground and a
long-drawn diplomatic battle
ensued in the between the
countries with Pakistan de-
manding a UN supervised
plebiscite in Kashmir and India
parrying it on one pretence or

other.
With the si of Simla
Agreement in 1973 is-

sue virtually died down. Pak-
istan, for a while, reeled back to
recover from the losses sus-
tained in 1971. Her priority was
then to reo se herself. Both

e balance in
South Asia E:::H

the ¢
bal situation did rmthm

stan to renew her fight on
Kashmir issue. Moreover by

by them. But te
these steps, the | issue of
the dispute was only shelved
and the basic hostility re-

to the compl of
India, whose regional

Supremacy was guaran by

no
so-called customers or taxpay-
ers with whose money the gov-
ernment officials get their pay
checks

Who is reponsible for this
area, to whom can go to

for getti their grieviences
addres The government
officials and are agi-

tntingfnrmure&l}r.tndnwhat?
Keep screwin cuxmytn?l
lmdi:lgun : \E}ﬂmegﬂoﬂ
general incharge

mini m:wrgr? After all,

mmglrmnutmhr

Himu Ibrahim
Mirpur 11, Dhaka 1221

Ispowerimpm-tnh

Sir, If my memory is not
failing me, | must have read on

several occasions various re-
ports as published in your as
well as in other newspa on
our Leader of the Opposition

having Eubhdy ressed her
views that if w:ugvcr import
power from a neighbouring

country, i.e. India, it would be a
"sell-out” to that country.

As a la no -
dester polticn ewe-ias Eso
being a member politi

. 1 fail to . : how
anyt rom an
other country m?rely 11;117 u;f
own interest could possi
termed as a "sell-out.” For in-
stance, we are, and have always
been, importing hundreds of
thousands of various items

numerous countries of the
world. Does this in any way
mean that we have sold out our
country to all these exporting
countries?

iﬁdia and Pnkl.ntln have -

been two arch-enemies ever
since their half a
cent . during this pe-
nndug:r fought three bloody
wars. And yet, according to a
news item as blis in 8
July l“u;dﬂ:lf e DS, a hi,gl}i
powered Indian delegation wi
visited Pakistan to ex-
plore the possibilities of im-

mngelectrﬂtyhuwmum

northern region.
If India finally decides to
buy from. and,

t;ﬂ say, Pakistan too

decides to its surplus power,
, for their

benefit, could this step be

termed as a 'sell-out’ of to

Pakistan?

&m Avenue

Dhaka-1212

period the crisis has been

then, took affairs in Kashmir

for granted. Thus many privi-

le so | granted to the
Kflsliimirllmwlﬂ: done away

with, And within a decade the
state of Kashmir was stripped of
its status and brought in
line with other Indian states.

Perhaps as a backlash to
this breach of trust the current
uprising in Kashmir broke out
in late'89 — this time clearly
with a secessionist hue. Kash-
miris now decidedly turned
their back to Delhi. Although
India alleged of Pakistani hand
Detral Shomvs (he e
neutr
of the trouble this time were

enerated locally within the
ndary of the state itself. In-
dia, shocked by the extent of
support for the pro-indepen-
. ce clements in the valley

was garrisoned by as much as
half a million troops. The
rapidly-worsening situation in
the valley obviously gave Pak-
istan fresh opportunity to re-
vive the issue and renew its

iscite demand in Kashmir.

fact, the dead issue of Kash-
mir was bro t back to life.
Now when Pakistan wants to

talk Kashmir with India, the
main roadblock on the way to
its success is Pakistan's re-
newed demand for the self-de-
termination of the Kashmiris

through a UN supervised
plebiscite. The talk has to bog
down when India would invari-




