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A Brief Investigation on the Eviction of Kandupatti Brothel

A Sheer Violation of Human Rights

by Shireen Sultana, Md Asaduzzaman and Md Raihanur Rahman

N 12th May 1997, around
six hundred inmates of
Kandupatti brothel were
evicted the PANCHAET
COMM . It was leaded by
Hossain Molla and Syedur
Rahman . the Ward Com-
missioner no: 71) and the

resident of the said PAN-

HAET COMMITTEE respec-

tively. The Eviction of the
‘thl a m ltll‘tﬂj

] ut everytime
f:nllf:d.gtg evict this bm{.l.nr:.
unruly

lastly on 12th May 1997,
mobs leaded by the above
named persons evicted them
under the very nose of the law

enforcing agency. They were
asked under threat by:gelocnl
goons on 11 May to vacate by 10

am on Monday, 12th May 1 .

with law enforcing re-
silent spectators.
mm.im;?uﬂed to full Con-

stitutional and protection !
but had not have that. On 15th
May 1997, the ousted inmates
staged a sit-in demonstration
infront of the National Press
Club

E

just went to visit the place and
collected informations and ex-

formation with the investiga-
O Salish
Kendra, were followed the Writ
tion filed by Ms Samsun
ahar. We are also grateful to
the Kandupatti inmates who
delighted us serving the infor-

round:
"Prostitution” is one of the an-
cient professions of the .
When concept of Civilisation
was untouched, when there was
no sign of education, the dignity
nt;a woInen wu-Be since
t period. By C -
cal history, the has been
expanding with a new dimen-
sion of civilized society. Once,
the concept of wo indi
that women ‘only be the
house wife then it came to the

?‘ﬁnc t that women would be
e mnﬂpfr"atlun of men. Now it

is the most modern co that
woman is the partner of man.
Inspire of these provisions and
chronological history, prostitu-
tion or sexual business or com-
fort women were and are exist-
ing in all the societies like in
the fanatic society, pr ve
society etc. This KANDUPATTI
Brothel is one of that examples
as it is about two hundred, years
old. Since then it is continued
up to this tion. The brothel
and prostitution is existing in
all over the world.

Prostitution was never been
considered as a fession
but it continued and existing.
Then th:l?uuunn may arise in

te of all sorts of barriers why

is profession is continued,
the answer is we want its sur-

vival.
Spot Report:
tti, the two hundred
years old brothel was found
quite. Only some licemen
were sitting outside the brothel
gate where the Panchaet Com-
mittee had made a stage to oc-
cupy the place from the brothel
camp. As to local le it
was heard that around 6 hun-
dred prostitutes were in this
brothel. Among them 20% were
license. The others were
illegally staying here. At the
day of eviction they were not
ven any prior notice. Even
t had no time to take their
Yy necessary goods. The local
people attacked the brothel and
evicted the prostitutes. Some of
the inmates were beaten also.
The windows and gates were
broken, small stones were left
in the floor which indicates the
torture and frequency eviction.
Police was present at that time
but no protection was given by
them. We interviewed several
persons. One Mr. Abul Hossain,
president, Malitola Shopkeep-
€rs association, told us tsﬂ
was a brothel of hundred years.
Several times our predecessors
wanted to evict it during the
British period and Pakistan pe-
riod but they could not do tl!:t
as some influential persons
backed them. the war of
independence, it was evicted
temporarily. But Badsha
Gunda, Kelu Sheikh re-estab-
lished it. It became the eve of
their evil deeds, they used to
take various type of narcotics
here. He also said that d
Ershad period, it was about to
evict but police protected them.
wﬂ];] t.hfl. situation wl'au such
al school going girls were
kidnap andmt;ken to this
camp. They co never been
f:reecE Our piurchazrd the ordi-
Il opie c t
through that road as the rrollf

tutes hold their hands and took
them to their bed forcibly. The
Ex-OC of Kotwali Police station

Huq was very much ag-
itated with this situation. He
closed the gates of GOLOK PAR-
LANE. The sitting O.C Sham-
suddin Ahmed is also agitated
with their activities. Recently
he rescued three school girls
from the brothel. Now the
brothel is about to empty. Peo-
ple took this chance and evict

haet committee
is of 51 members."
We talked to the t of
the said Panchaet Committee,
Abu Sayed. He informed us that
this old bruthfd udf hund{hed
years was evict uring the
war of mdmﬂem:e But after
that the ward commis-
l.'lune:r r&uuhlilhgg gl in
peo-

. It was settled only for 6
months, but it continued upto
this period. He commented that

the local Eeop\e were much
unbearably angry with the

rostitutes for the situation
created recently. People
wanted help from the adminis-
tration, from the city a-
tion. but no reply was given
from them. Recently some girls
were rescued the NGO's
(Salma Ali), % afraid of
their daughters. ey were
brothel. That's Why they have
: t's ve
evicted this. He pointed out that
they had not evicted it for
sexual business but this
became the shelter of all sorts
of crime. The tecna&:d boys
used to go to the brothel, they
were involving with the
heinous crimes, so, for the
peace and security of the local-
ity, the panchaet has evicted the

the owner of this brothel. One of

them is Mr Hossain Molla, the
sitting ward commissioner who
is also a member of the lpim
chaet committee. One local
sh Zakir said that the
Hossain Molla earned a lot

of money with the help of this
brothel. he is a man of vast
rty. How far the shop-

know is that, it was

of the Hindus long be-

. No body can give the in-
formation how Hossain Molla
became the owner of the land of
the brothel. This prostitution
not be evlclncl in the past

ew years as it was directly ad-
ministered by Hossain Molla.
Now Hossain thinks that
he needs fame and will, So
he agreed to evict this. Thus it

ﬁthéuputw:uawthatm

many small rooms/houses are
ﬂ'lthL this Brothel camp. Some
body told us that some

ti-
tutes used to come at t and
stayed whole night while they

used to go in the morning. Some
also came at day and went away

in the evening.
Statements of the
prostitutes:

One prostitute named Mak-

i

take rent as a owner of the

houses. In 1974 Hossain Molla
fled away from the cus-

tody in Dhaka court with his
gangs loo the arms of the
police. B government

then declared 50 thousand taka
as award to iden Hossain
Molla. With the help of the
Enuatm nﬂ;?igllﬂu n Molla,
y t money, took
away all the files and burnt it.
She also said that in 1984, dur-
ing Ershad reign, Hossain
Molla killed several students of
Jagannath College which no
could come to know. When'
students made procession
against them Hossain Molla
countered it in the name of

Dhaka Locality Unification

slogans. He ward com-

missioners by the votes of more
or less 5 thousand prostitutes.

She also reported that as Er-

shad discattered the students

movement the police, Hos-
sain Mullabgld that with the

help

houses, hotel
business and he
is involved with gold smuggling.
She furthermore reported

that Hossain Molla along with
his wife Renu, who was also a

as S0 Iman
business,

brothel. Moreover, the mosque suda rted that the area of  prostitute, deal the sexual busi-
is situated this brothel. the bro camp is ten a. ness all over the Dhaka city.
Society demands that the Formerly it was the | of She reported that the daily in-
should not IE: spot of evil Hindus. In 1971 Hossain Huélg fﬁt:m of Hossain Hnllaffmm
deeds nearby mosque and his companions enter business per head 400/= per

One member of the Commit- into this place and until 1974 day and 25/= toll for the Asso-
tee, Mr Selim about the killed 30 men and women  ciation. She along with her
ownership of and became the owner of this other es also gave a part
building of the el, that land by way of m hooli- of e list of some inmates
some influential persons ganism. Since then he used to  which are as follows

Name Damages
1 ﬁuomtaj daughter of late Hares mm;k 80,000/=, Cloths and daily needs of an| .

HMMMoIht:

Anwara, daughter of late
Md. Moslem

amount of Tk. 5,000

Gold ornaments 25 grams, cash Tk 6,000
Gold ornaments Rﬂfnmu. cash Tk. 5,000/=, daily needs of an

/=

Gold ornaments 25}11:15, cash Tk. 10,000/= daily needs of an

amount of Tk. 6,000

Bulbuli, daughter of late

amount of Tk. 4,000/=

, da of
Shilpt. daughter

Gold ornaments 15 grms, cash Tk. 5,000/= daily needs of an

amount of Tk. 6,000

2.
3.
4. |Renu, Daughter of Talash
5.
6.
[

Halima, daughter of
Abdul Goni

Gold ornaments lﬁfmma cash Tk. 4,000/= daily needs of an

Gold ornaments 15
amount of Tk, 6,000/=

grms cash Tk. 8,000/= daily needs of an

8. |Asma, daughter of Hashem
9

Ziasmin, daughter of Ashraf

Gold ornaments 20 grms cash Tk. 5,000/= daily needs of an

amount of Tk. 7,000/

Ll L AC LAY | i)

5. U /= O

Nasima, daughter of

Gﬂd orn

11. |Farida, daughter of late

12. [Hawa, daughter of Kallu

aments 15 grms cn

13, [Salmii. daughter of Selim

14.

Shahnaz, daughter of Sohel

15. |[Hasina, daughter of

16. |Amina, daughter of

17. |Razia, daughter of

Gold ormaments 10 ca

18.

Shahida, daughter of Shaheen

ALTMO LT
.000/=
ADEC MNECOINQET C

- 3.500/

*****

amount of Tk. 6,000/

Gold ornament 20
_jamount of Tk, 6,000/=

19.

Paruli, daughter of Md. Goni

cash Tk. 6,000/= daily needs of an

Gold ornaments 15

Parvin, da ter of late

s cash Tk. 10,000/= daily needs of an

amount of Tk, 6.000/

Law Relating to
Prostitution

The laws relating to the
prostitution in B h are:
l. The constitution of the

peu?:lc'l Republic of Bangla-

2. The suppression of im-
moral Traffic 1933.

3. Women and Children Re-
pression (Special Provision)
Act 1995,

4. The Penal Code

5. The Police Ordinance of
DMP, 1976 etc.

1) Article 18(2) of the Consti-
tution of the People Republic of
Bangladesh Provides. “The
State shall adopt effective mea-
sure Lo prevent prostitution and

This article is not enforce-
able by Court. But it signifies
that Laws will be made in con-
gcctin“r;u with this principle.

tate take necessary steps.
It includes state will ensure the
fundamental rights and fun-
damental needs of the citizens.
When state will prevent some
to do her/his own business

for his/her lively hood accord-
ing to her own wish, then it is

the responsibility of the state to
ensure their jobs and works.
Until and the state can

not aﬂmﬂdc them any work,
morally it can not prevent some
one to do their profession by
making laws. This eviction re-
lates to the violation of the fun-
damental rights of the inmates.
Article 31 of the constitution
said. "To the protection of
the law, to be treated in ac-
cordance with law, and enly in
W with laiF. is the in-
enable s ol every citi-
zen, ﬁ'hu'eziéhhc be, and of
every the time
being within Bangladesh., and
in particular no action detri-
mental to the file, liberty, body,
reputation or y of any
person shall be except in
accordance with law" but in this
they did not enjoy that
ts. Article 40 of the consti-
tution provides. "Su to any
mmjcittimu imposed by law, ev-
ery citizen possessing such
qualifications, if any as may be
prescribed by law in relations
to his profession. occupation,
trade or business shall have the
right to enter upon any lawful
profession or occupation. and
to conduct any lawful profes-
sion or occupation, and to con-
duct any lawful trade or busi-
ness.” so in that the
prostitutes are en to have
their

and the evic-
tion was illegal. Article 43 of

the constitution provides,”™ Ev-

Gold ornaments 15 grms cash Tk. 1,200/= daily needs of an
=

ery citizen shall have the right,
subject to any reasonable re-
strictions im by law that
he interests of the security of
the State, public order. pu{ollr:
morality or public health.

a) to be secured in his home
against entry, search and
lﬁ:;}irc; and

to the pri of his corre-
spondence nndv?uﬂmcr means of
communication."”

In respect of Kandupatti
Brothel eviction both the par-
ties blamed the government.
The local Panchaet Committee
said that the people urged the
administration to evict the
brothel for so long but they
failed to do so. That's lgllr peo-
ple took the responsibility to
enforce the law. On the other
hand, the prostitutes said that
while they were evicted police
become silent.

Recently advocate Shamsun
Nahar filed a writ tition
numbered as WP No 3017/97 be-
fore the Hon'ble Court Di-
vision of the Supreme Court.
After the service of Notices a
Divisional Bench of the
Supreme Court gave a descen-
tive verdict. Justice M M Hoque
declared the eviction illegal and
directed the Government to re-
settle them full secu-
rity to the brothel inmates.
Justice Md Hasan Amin

sought out the
eviction but he verdicted
that writ Jurisdiction is not
maintainable in this case as it
is evicted by the individuals not
by the Gmrtf mmﬂ the r:au-ulsx is
mdmg or hearing be-

a 3rd Bench.

2. The suppression of im-
moral Traffic Act 1933 is to
prevent the prostitution from

in the society as it is
a social n. Section 11
of the Act provides that if any
body confinding any girl below
18 and bound her to sexual
business will be convicted for 3
years imprisonment.

** The suppression of Women
and Children (special provi-
sion) Act 1995 is more tough to
deal with such sexual business.
It provides the punishment for
life imprisonment for the of-
fences mentioned in the Sup-
E&ﬂﬂn of Immoral Traffic Act

However, the Kandupatti
brothel eviction is a and
human rights violation to the
mankind; with the develop-
ment of legal and humanitarian
concept, a section of public
opinion has been canvassi
for de-criminalisation an

in his

possibly legalisation on prosti-
tution. Some developed coun-
tries of the world have already
adopted put:::lﬂu to dctv;lop a le-

me ecti e prosti-
?&T:m ts a ngl!: We thi:ilk

ustice MM Huq. has ri
found the legal, social ancpguly
tural aspects of the re-settle-
ment of the Kandupatti brothel
eviction. They are human be-
ing: they have got right to the
freedom of their profession.
Thﬁ Govmt}:rmt should ::Iopl a
cy so that they could en

Fl?ﬂr fundamental ts loz
other citizens of the country

and cannot be over the
society which will be more
h ul to our new ation
and for the social ty and
values.

Shireen Sultana and Md.
Asaduzzaman work in Odhikar.
Md. Rathanur Rahman (s a
member of Jatiya Ainjibi
Parishad.

i A total of 8
‘been killed in the Naples area

lawscape

The governmeni plans to

send as many as 600 soldiers to
the Naples area this week in a
crackdown against warfare

a.mmg rival ga.n%;
A 26-year-old mobster was
killed and three s-by —
one an 8-year-ol
wounded during shoot-outs in
small towns this past weekend.

Interior Minister Giorgio
Napolitano announced Sunday
night that the military will re-
place rcg.llar bgnhcc in the pro-
tection of public buildings, thus
freeing police to patrol the
sireets

The has been used in
the past to help t crime,
most recently in Sicily in 1992
followi the assassination of
anti-mafia prosecutor Paolo
Borsellino.

"The crime situation in
Naples is an emer situa-
tion, and it therefore needs

girl — were

rmergency measures.” Naples

rosecutor Agostino Cordova
| [talian news

le have

in the past six months in deaths
attributed to rivalry among
factions of the Camorra. the lo-
cal mob.

Premier Romano Prodi an-
nounced he will meet with Par-
lHament's anti-Mafila commis-
sion to discuss future measures
on his return later this week
from a NATO summit in
Madrid.

of the local hooligans
oons. He is a billionaires; he |
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Environmental__ _Degradation and Human Rights ‘
In Quest of an Integrated Approach

by Syed Imtiaz Ahmed

?MnghtnuaEEnm'
0

officially codified with the

adoptiori of the Universal

aration of Human Rights t?'

the UN in 1948. The preamble

to the Declaration u d the

for a in which

human beings shall enjoy free-

dom of life, opinion, freedom

from fear and also a healthy
condition.

the 50th

e are
anniversary of this historical
Declaration but these rights for
human bein&lu have not yet
been fully established. Rather,
new dimensions of human

rights violations are

the categories of violable rights
originally apprehended in the
' Declaration. such is linked

with the much talked-about
degradation of world environ-
ment. Human beings built-up
this magnificent civilization by
extracting the fruits of nature.
Thus the ts that a man or
women is entitled to is without
any doubt has a deep involve-

-ment with the earth's environ-

ment.
Three major arguments con-
stitute the between envi-

ronment and human rights and

the ts are and large
relaﬁ to the nutllgn of envi-

ronmental injustice.
a) A worl
served where activists for pro-
environment are tor-
tured, and even killed
by governments, business
communities, persuants of ille-
gal professions such as drug
cultivators & traders.

b) Environmental ada-
tion usually carries a hu-
man cost and as a famous envi-
ronmentalist ted out, such
cost is often e r-
tionately by the st
able to ccm with it al-
wrudy on mirgins of so-

c) A wide range of discrimi-
nation may be observed in
terms of access to ecological

buﬂt::i'dmg to "'World watch'

Fggr of December 1995 in
1 Chico Mendes, a

known environmental activist
who stood against Amazonian
deforestation was hrutnllr as-
sassinated a group of land-
hungry cattle ranchers. Law
enforcement officers in this case
and in several other cases of
this sort made virtually no ef-
fort to protect civil liberties

such as the right to speak out

Bare e Bhiners Yo

any one who objected the felling
and buming of rain forests rep-
resented an obstacle to

progress. Apart from it many
other examples may be cited
where the rights the envi-
ronmentalists, have been
severely violated and remained
without remedy Henry Do-
moldol of the Philippines was

international
! ommunity was first

murdered in 1991 by the mem- '
bers of a militia with ties to the
Philippines Army as he cam-

paigned against military in-
Vo

lvement in
local tribal lands. Piots
Kozhevnikov of former Soviet
Union, Mahesh Mehta of India,
Guy Pence of the USA were also
harassed threatened and even
attacked because they stood
against efforts to plunder na-
ture's resources.

As for the mtﬂnd ment
every person on the has a
right to a stable climate, an in-
tact ozone layer, clean water,
air and healthy oceans. But
mainly for the faulty consump-
tion pattern of the elite wualtﬁy
class in ‘'modern' industrial so-
cieties of the countries of the
North and of the ual con-
sumers of modernity in develop-
ing worlds, that right is at

e. Industrial countries, ac-
to world watch sources,
are responsible for more than
90% of the 360 ml metric tons
of hazardous waste dumped in
countries violating the
inhabitants' basic human
rights. Over the last five years
there have been at least 299
documented dumpings in East-
em Europe, 239 in Asia, 148 in
Latin America and 30 in Africa.

In some cases developing
countries are even cheated. For
instance as world watch maga-
Zine reveals, in 1988 an Italian
Waste Company offered a Nige-
rian farmer S 100 a month to
use his backyard as a storage
area of 8000 s of fertiliz-
ers. Later the barrels were
found to be filled with Indus-
trial waste containing fibres and
high levels of PCBs. Another
aspect of this problem is that

develo countries, fo
Wutu%“ﬁodeh of developmen
often take up steps to modern-
ize their countries without

mentally hazardous develop-
ment projects illustrate this
fact. An ongoing dam project in
India’'s Normada Valley has
forced relocation of thousands
of tribal people and gold
operations have poisone
water in several of the
black South African homelands.
In Bangladesh Kaptai Dam
Project inundated sq. miles
of area, incl 5400 acres of
cultivable land and uprooted

-18,000-tribal families compris- -

ing more

0.000 people.
But the

nt compen-
sations were not adequate. Both
in developed and developing
countries such environmentall
hazardous projects seem to af-
fect the impoverished minority
or subnational groups more
than the majority. Unfortu-
n&tcP'. no account is taken of
the fact that minority groups
are entitled to equal rights.

LAW

illegal logging of,

Unequal access to ecological
benefits can be easily uh:cgjnrnd
in the unequal distribution of
natural resources both among
and within countries. Also the
contradiction between the resi-
dential condition of the wealthy
class and of the people living on
margins of society makes this
fact apparent.

Having broadly discussed
the issues liking environment
and human rights we may try to
find out whether the present
movemnent to safeguard human
rights and environment are
c:nttnplimcntary to each other or
not.

In the 1948 Declaration,
Human rights were assumed to
have fallen broadly into two
categories :

a) Individual civil liberties
ranging from free speech to
om form torture and,

b) Communal rights to basic
human uirements like food
shelter and work.

Many environmentalists are
finding it easy to preserve envi-
ronmental rights of men
through the present doctrines
which include not only the
1948 Declaration but also In-
ternational Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural
rlfghts. International Covenant
of Civil and Political Rights etc.
For instance, the article 25 of
the 1948 Declaration which
holds 'Every one has the right
to a standard of li adequate
for health and well being of
himself and of his family...... :
% hcf unk::ii‘ witlll_1 man'ls

t of enjoying a healthy, pol-
lution free ezﬁirnnment. g‘%e
rights to free speech can be
used to protect environment
related communal rights like to
right to safe drinking water.

But, there are problems.
Firstly, there is a group of envi-
ronmentalists who seem to be
reluctant about the presence of
human element in nature. In
Kenya setting aside of wilder-
ness preserves such as Am-
baseli NatlnnalfPark has fni'ced
a e group of Masai People to
alﬁhgﬁn%mthl::ir homelands. In
India the creation of Kutru
Tiger and Buffalo Reserves in
Madhya Pradesh displaced 52
villages of Maria tribals, many
of whom have since joined in-
surgent movement, often creat-

severe threats to ecological
preservation efforts.

The order of the Indian

Supreme Court to shut down

31 Industrial units in 1995 in
West Beéngdl, which were al-
legedly. polluting the purity of
Ganges water resulted in the
robability of immense job
osses. So, that verdict was later
withdrawn. Specially in case of
developing the imposition of
western ideas in the models of
environmental movements is
lnrcrea facing accusation
o

overlooking the people. 'Just

WATCH

because these people say that
they are helping the environ-
ment’ insists one Tyua Women
in Western Zimbabwe, does not
mean that they should be able
to violate our human rights.’

On the other hand, the tra-
ditional human rights approach
is, according to some environ-
mentalists, is not a foolproof
environmental strategy. Some-
times exclusively ts based
approach for protecting local
people opens door to increased
environmental degradation's
which is turn tends to erode
Fcopl:‘a basic right to a healthy
iving condition.

ong the costs of Ecuador's
Galapagos Islands, for instance,
empowered local fisheries are
currently over harvesting sea
cucumbers at a rate likely to
wipe out suplplics within ¥uur
years. Similarly Kayapo Indians
of the Brazilian Amazon who
were given land rights by the
government in face of increas-
ing pressure from human rights
activists are now inviting health
hazardous gold mining which is
increasing mercury levels in
their bloods. The right of these
Indians to control their own
destiny is in confrontation with
their right to a healthy envi-
ronment.

This rather paradoxical sit-
uation first and foremost re-
quires effective communication
between environmental and
human rights activists. Envi-
ronmentalists will never meet
their goals without respecting
the rights of the local people. At
the same time protectors of
human rights alike need to real-
ize that their efforts cannot
cease once the traditionally ap-
prehended rights of men are se-
cured. If that is at the cost of
severe ecological imbalance
then preservation of rights will
not be sustainable. Only by
comb their efforts human
rights can be truly recognised.

Moreover, there is an imme-
diate requirement of lawfull
addressing the environment
issues in international human
rights agenda. Thanks to more
than a decade of documenting
problems, environmentalists
and human rights activists have
begun to understand the ne-
cessity of combined effort. And
also catrgraign to write envi-
ronmental justice into interna-
tional law is well under way,
spearheaded by environmental
lawyers and activists working in
conjunction with the UN's Sub-
Commission for prevention of
discrimination roteetion of
minorities. Accepting the fact
that environmental degradation
has endangered the living on
earth, men's life cannot be free
from fear without an integrated
approach for protecting envi-
ronmental injustices and viola-
tion of human rights.

The writer is an MSS student
of International Relations at DU.

WORLD CHARTER FOR PROSTITUTES' RIGHTS

LAWS

Decriminalize all aspects of adult prostitution resulting

from individual decision.

Decriminalize prostitution and re

cording

gulate third parties ac-

to standard business codes. It must be noted that ex-
isting standard business codes

allow abuse of prostitutes.

Therefore, special clauses must be included to prevent the abuse

and

stigmatization of prostitutes (self-em
Enforce existing criminal laws a
violence, child sexual abuse, child la

oyee and others).
nst fraud. coercion,
ur, rape and racism

everywhere and across national boundaries, whether or not in

the context of prostitution.

Eradicate laws that can be interpreted to deny freedom of
association or freedom to travel to prostitutes within and be-
tween countries. Prostitutes have the right to a private life.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Guarantee
including the
marriage

of

tutes all human

rights and civil liberties,
h, travel, im tion, work,

speec
and motherhood and the right to unemployment

insurance, health insurance and housing.

Grant a

sylum to anyone denied human rights on the basis of

a ‘crime of status', be it prostitution of homosexuality.
WORKING CONDITIONS

There should be no law which implies systematic

of

prostitution. Prostitutes should have the freedom to choose
their place of work and residence. It is essential that prostitutes

can

absolutely determined by

should be a committee to insure the
prostitutes can
complaints. This committee must be
and other professionals, like lawyer

prostitutes and to whom

should be no law discrimina

rovide their services under the conditions that are
themselves and no-one else. There

protection of the rights of
address their
comprised of prostitutes
s and supporters. There
tes associa

and working collectively in order to acquire a high degree

personal security.
HEALTH

All women and men should be educated to have periodical
health screening for sexually transmitted diseases. Since

HE indictment of former

president Canaan Ban-
ana on rape charges could
focus attention on the
roblem of sexual abuse in
glmbabw:. analysts here say.
Banana, who was Zimbab-
we's President between 1980
and 1987, is to appear in the
Harare High Court early next
month. He stands accused of
raping t men while in office
in a case has aroused much
attention here since indict-
ments for homosexual rape are
extremely rare in Zimbabwe.
But for Naira Khan, a re-
search coordinator of the
Trai and Research Support
Centre ), which su
information-exchanges, skills
development and nct;ml'klng
amo civic ups, the issue
i ahould be B

e shou ocusing on |is
pl'2ﬂ‘lu':.m.:lﬂnl harassment at the work-

rh.cc rather than homosexual-
ty

"'Hnmuu:luﬂlt]r is a sec-
ondary issue.” Khan told IPS.

"That such a high official like
Banana is being taken to Court
will have a positive impact on
incidents of sexual harassment
at the workplace and in society
in general.”

‘This case will have a posi-
tive impact in that it brings
into the open the issue of sexual
harassment at the workplace
and, as we know, it is women
who are mainly harassed," she
sald. "Women have been sexu-
ally harassed at the workplace
and nothing has been done. |
am sure if this case involved a
woman it would not be getting
as much attention as it's getting
now.

“The case will change the at-
titudes of people in the society
because here we have a powerful

who has done very posi-
ive things in the past being

International Committee for Prostitute's Rights

health checks have historically been used to control and stig-

matize prostitutes, and

since adult prostitutes are generally

even more aware of sexual health care than others, mandatory

checks for

prostitutes are unacceptable unless they are

mandatory for all sexually active people.

SERVICES

Employment, counselling, legal and housing services for
runaway children should be funded in order to prevent child

prostitution and to promote child well-

and opportunity.

Prostitutes must have the same social benefits as all other
citizens according to the different regulations in different

countries.

Shelters and services for workin

prostitutes and re-

training programs for prostitutes wishing to leave the life
should be

funded.
TAXES

No special taxes should be levied on prostitutes or prostitute
businesses. Prostitutes should pay regular taxes on the same
basis as other independent contractors and employers, and

should receive the same benefits.

PUBLIC OPINION

Suppo
which stigma

rt educational programs to change social attitudes
tize and discriminate against prostitutes and ex-

prostitutes of any race, gender or nationality.

Develop education progra

mmes which help the public to

understand that the customer plays a crucial role in the pros-

titution phenomenon, this role bein
customer, like the prostitute, shoul

generally ignored. The
not, however, be crimi-

nalized or condemned on a moral basis.
We are in solidarity with all workers in the sex industry.

ORGANIZATION

Organizations of Fmslitutes and ex-prostitutes should be

supported to ensure
ter.

urther implementation of the above char-

Source: First World Whores' Congress, Amsterdam 1985,

Rape Case Viewed as Tone-Setter

Lewis Machipisa writes from Harare

taken to court. It shows that no
one is above the law."

Other analysts share Khan's
opinion.

The announcement Monday
that Banana would stand trial
"goes to show that no one is
a the law.,” said Dennis
Mandudzo, deputy dean of the
Law School at the University of
Zimbabwe, although he felt it
was too early to "read much into
this case".

“It's just that the law is tak-
ing its course,”’ Mandudzo told
IPS. "However because of the

's status, the case will at-
mllutnhnm:tbuthlepl

and political.”
Increasing of sexual
abuse nst women and mi-

nors in s Southern African
nation led President Robert
Mugabe to call for tougher sen-

tences for rapists when he
opened the fourth session of
Parliament late last month.

But some analﬁutn predict
that, if convicted, Banana may
be saved from incarceration by

a presidential on because
of his stature in Zimbabwean
society.

"Huthlnglcrully will hap-
n," political analyst John

akumbe told IPS. "It's one of
those cases where justice will be
allowed to take its course, but in
the end | think Banana will be |.

pardoned. We are tl.lhl‘l‘ about
a former president here.’

But human rights activists
warn that the of
sexual abuse here, Mugabe risks
sending a wrong if he
lets Banana get off scot-

L



