BLUE DART

EXPRESS LIMITED

PLEASE CONTACT:

BANGLADESH AIR EXPRESS INT'L

For more information call-Head Office : 9565114, Guishan : 607657,
B8TTTY, Chittagong: (031) 712127, Khuind : (041) ?15““

Telephone is no longer re-
arded as an item of luxury. It
become an essential part of
life. But in our country, it is not
easy to have access to its bene-
fits. Considering the difficulties
in its easy availability, the sys-
tem of card phones was intro-
duced. This system, which
brought about a developed
means of telecommunication,
made us feel optimistic about
its expanding use.

Now what is the present state
of the card phone system which
showed promise of its useful-
ness when introduced? Great
hopes were aroused that Ple
who are deprived of the facility
of owning a telephone, would no
longer have to depend on the
more fortunate telephone-own-
ing neighbours or others to
make n calls.

Before introduction of the
card phone system, there was,
of course, the coin box system
in vogue in the city. But this
system was found to be
suffering from various
maladies — some of them re-
mained out of order, some did
not become operational when
coins were inserted, while some
others spat out the coins.

While the coin-box system
had one principal disadvantage
that it could be used only lo-
cally, the card phone system
opened up a new horizon for
telecommunication, overcom-
ing the drawback. Now this card
phone system is faced with a
sad plight.

Previously phone cards of

~ Aussies 114/4
at tea

LEEDS, July 25: Jason Gille-
spie confirmed his emergence
as a world-class fast bowler b}r

seven for 37 in E d's
172 in the fourth cricket t at
Headingley Friday, reports AP,

But Australia's joy of dis-
mantling the England first in-
un&ﬁa in &.Iiﬂk time was short

. as the home side quickly
struck back after lunch redue-

ing the visitors to 114 for four
at tea on the second day.

No accord yet
From page 1
varnishes, tableware, kitchen-

ware and others.

He said that on the other
hand, India received tariff con-
cessions in respect of 209 tariff
lines from Bangladesh for
products like coconut oil, pep-
per, oilcake, leather, tools etc.

Dr Ramaiah said that the
removal of the gquantitative
limits on a large number of
products under SAPTA agree-
ment and the proposed setting
up of a free trade area in the

C region by the year of
2001 would further serve to ex-
pand India-Bangladesh bilat-
eral trade.

Dr Ramaiah while regllying
to a question on the Shukla
Comrmission report said it in-
cluded the transport optimisa-
tion study for international
linkages and transit, shipment
arrangement with Bangladesh,
Myanmar and Bhutan.

He said the Commission had
pleaded for a joint study with
Bangladesh on the costs and
benefits to both countries from
trade and transit including the
use of Chittagong Port as an en-
try port for the north-east,

€ minister of state said
the Commission also recom-
mended for reviewing India-
Bangladesh trading possibility
and transit routes in relation

to the north-eastern states of
India.

Shrimp fries
From page 1

The committee said shrimp
fries imported from Thailand
and Indonesia in 1994 had

robably infected the shrimp

s. Shrimp cultivators had
imported more than 100 crore
baby shrimps in 1994 to sup-
plement about 200 crore fries
netted from the Bay of Bengal.

The committee also sug-
gested the shrimp cultivators to
use clean water, avoid artificial

By ASM Nurunnabi

smaller units were available.

This had the advantage that one
could keep in stock such cards
for use as and when necessary.

Now one has to buy a minimum

of one hundred taka worth of
phone card. This proves disad-

vantageous to with small
means, particularly the student
community. This has led many,
in mcreaainf numbers, to the

phone-call lacilities available
in many private shops and es-

tablishments dotting the city.

Question has arisen why
phone cards of smaller denom-
inations such as 25 and 50 units
are not available. The answer
given by the authorities is that
since production cost for all
kinds of phone cards is the
same, it is more profitable to
in for production of cards wi
higher units. Besides, such
cards are more in use for NWD
and ISD calls. In such circum-
stances, the t motive
the more compelling factor, the
persons who like to buy cards
with smaller units are tended to
be neglected.

There are reportedly other
complications in getting phone
cards. According to a report, in
an office of the Telephone
Shilpa Sangstha at Fulbaria,
there is a signboard indicating
that phone cards are available
there. But the strange t is
that no such cards are available
there, whereas in front of that
office, small traders are duln%
brisk business in the sale o

phone cards with a good margin
of profit.

DU talks

From page 1

Provost of the hall.

But after going to the hall,
JCD leaders demanded that the
hall would have to be returned
to them. BCL leaders refused to
a t their demand.

e VC then invited the stu-
dent leaders for another round
of talks at his residence last
night. The results of the talks
could not be known.

When asked about the situa-
tion at the university and the
S Sen Hall, the VC said that

he nothing to say.

Meanwhile, BCL president
Enamul Haque Shamim yester-
day blamed JCD for the 'stale-
mate’. Shamim said that he had
even asked the JCD leaders to
submit a list of BCL workers
who appeared to them as trou-
ble makers.

"We assured them that we
will force those trouble makers
to stay out of the hall even if
they are legal residents of S
Sen Hall,” Shamim told jour-
nalisés.

Efforts to b ace failed
due to the stull:tibn-fmpeatutudc of
the JCD leaders, he said.

On the other hand, Nasir
Uddin Asim, JCD DU unit con-
venor, said a decision was
taken recently at a m of
the provosts' standing commit-
tee that the activists of student
organisations, who want to stay
in a hall with which he is not
attached, could stay with the
permission of the authorities.

“What we want is to imple-
ment that decision in case of
this hall,” he said.

Road dividers

From page 1
structures,

To make things worse, busi-
ness houses use these trees to
hang hoardings and banners
for advertisement. This adds to
the visibility problem further,
they observed.

"At different intersections of
the city these trees blind the
road users as they cannot see
the on coming traffic,” said a
traffic offictal who recom-
mended that the plantations be
done on both sides of the roads
rather than in the middle.

When asked, DDC's acting
chief engineer Shafiul Islam
said he will look into the mat-
ter. He however said the current
tree planting programme will
continue,

At present, the DCC is con-

ON BOARD COURIE
EACH _I[_)A‘{ N

EVERY DAY

O INDIA

= Down to Earth
City's Card Phone Jinx

Previously phone cards were
available in banks. At present
such practice seems to have
been discontinued. Only at the
GPO, cards are available.
The a of easy availability
of phone cards as damper
on a large number of who
want to use phone s. This
only tends to encourage the
business of private telephone
shops which are mus
all over the city. The traders at
these s are reportedly reap-
ing berm: at double the pre-
scribed rates.

In this context, allegations
are also made gpﬂn:t some em-
plolﬁe: of the T&T department
to effect that th?r in
corruption by selling phone
cards at rates to some of
their selected parties who fre-
quent card phone booths in the
city and make their own mar-
gin of profit from sales.

In the wake of the 20th
century, we stand on the
threshold of revolutionary
changes in the world-wide
telecommunication sector. The

rowing use of e-mail and
nternet is just the beflnnlnf
For the vast number of people
in our developing country, card
phones which once opened new
vista of easy communication is
in the throes of misma -
ment and corruption. If it be-
comes possible to overcome
these handicaps, there is no
reason why the benefits of the
card phone system can be made
to reach the steadily growing
number of its users.

Jubo Dal leader
held on charge

of extortion

SIRAJGANJ, J 25: Police
arrested a Jubo Dal leader today
from Mujib Road area in the
town on charge of extortion, re-
ports UNB.

Police said Sakiuzzaman |
Saki, member of the district
Jubo Dal committee, was ar-
rested at 9 am when he went to
the J Market in I

apani

the town to collect illegal-toll.

Meanwhile, district Jubo
Dal ;;;':sidcnt Ershadur Rah-
man Niru and general secretary
Munshi Kamaluddin, in a joint
statement, protested the arrest
of Niru.

They denied the allegation

brought nst Saki and de-
mamf:]d If?ig:;lmmediat: release.

- Showcause on

Palash thana
OC, constable
suspended

NARSINGDI, July 25: Dis-
trict lice authorities have
se a showcause notice on
the Officer-in-Charge of Palash |
thana and a consta-
ble for their alleged involve-

ment in a killing, reports UNB.
A young man, Arzan, was

killed allegedly in police ilrlnﬁ
at Gﬂ}’ﬂﬂ&ll‘ \rillagguin Palas
thana on Wednesday night.
When contacted, police super
Khandoker Shaheb Ali said
that a showcause notice was is-
sued on OC Sirajul Islam and
constable Motaleb was sus-
pended. He, however, said
Arzan was wanted in a dacoity
case

Laloo quits
From page 1
rant was issued, the Supreme
Court in New Delhi instructed
police not to arrest Yadav until

it heard his petition challeng-
{‘.-IEI the state court's denial of

Minutes after the sweari
in ceremony, journalists
mobbed Devi, but she barely
managed to mumble a reply to a
volley of questions.

"l will work for the develop-
ment of the state,” Devi said.
Her husband then took over the
news conference, saying Devi
had authorised him to speak.

“The legislators expressed

F

of minorities in Kabul

KABUL, July 25: Taliban po-
lice units raided minority
neighbourhoods in the war-
weary Afghan capital, arresting
hundreds of people believed to
be loyal to the northern opposi-
tion, witnesses said today, re-
ports AP.

The arrests came as anti-
Taliban forces fought to within
20 kilometers (12 miles) of
Kabul, and a convoy of 45 for-
eign aid workers evacuated the
capital.

It was unclear how many
people were arrested in the
midnight raids, but rcmalmnF
ald workers and terrified Kabu
residents said they believed as
many as 2,500 were taken into
cu ;
‘It was 1| am when the Tal-
iban arrived on tanks in my

Narayanan

SWorn in

NEW DELHI, July 25:
Kocheril Raman Narayanan
was sworn in as the President of
India here tudag. becoming the
first “untouchable” to hold the
post, reports AFP.

Narayanan, 76, succeedec
Shankar Dayal Sharma to be-
come the country's tenth Presi-
dent. Sharma's tenure began in
July, 1992

anked by a presidential
guard of honour, he took the
oath in Hindi. A 21-gun salute
followed the ceremony in the
central hall of parliament,
which was also attended by
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral and other political lead-
ers and state i

A former diplomat and

ournalist, Narayanan became

ice President in 1992. He won
about 95 per cent of the vote in
the presidential election held
earlier this month among
around 5,000 national and state
politicians.

He was official backed by all
the country's mainstream par-
ties. His victory has been inter-
preted as a triumph for India's
so-called Hindu "untouchables”
— today referred to as dalits
("oppressed”) — who feature at
the bottom of the Hindu social

scale.
Gas bubbles have

reduced, claims
Occidental

MOULVIBAZAR, July 25:
The situation at Magun:{hara
Gasfield has improved further
as EpuuLmﬁ]uf as bubbles has
reduced, officials of Occidental
said here today, s UNB.

They said that gas bubbles
are now limited in one-eighth
square kilometre area around
\il}; well that blew up on June
: TJE dsccurit}r :nmén however,
S S angerous. into
wire, has been decl prohib-
ited for the pubilic.

Meanwhile, construction of
six small wells, each of 30 feet
deep and 5-inch radius, was
completed and the wells were
ignited to reduce pressure of gas.

But. installation of the rig is
still uncertain as the site for the

ing of relief-well could not
be fixed till this evening. The
rig is still 1 at Fenchuganj
and it will rought here to-
MOITow.

Eden College
L From page 1

The college authorities on
Thursday closed the college sine
die and asked all the resident
students to vacate the hostels
following clashes between the
activists of Chhatra League,
student of Awami

e and Jati Chha-
tra Dal, the student front of op-
position BNP.

Wedding
From page 1

post-wedding reception were
scheduled to be held on July 24
and 26 respectively at the club
of Jatiya Sangsad.

Defence counsel of Zobaida
Rashid, Mehnaz's mother had
booked the club for the func-
tions, which were cancelled
the authorities following sug-
gestions by the intelligence
agencies.

Advocate Mahbubur Rah-
man, an MP of BNP, was the
counsel for Zobaida when she,
along with 19 others, was
charged with the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman

Zobaida Rashid, however,
was later discharged by the
High Court from the Banga-
bandhu murder case, of which
the trial is now being held at the

neighbourhood,” said one resi-

dent who asked not to be
named. "The Taliban sur-
rounded the area and stormed

into the houses, taking away
son and 55 other young men

who live on my street.”

Women wailed and shouted
slogans condemning the heav-
ily-armed police forces, he said.

The Taliban army, which
controls rough
Afghanistan, including
capital, is battling a northern-
based alliance, led
military chief Ahmed Shah
Massood
Malik Pahalwan.

Most of the radically
Taliban are from Af

The opposition is ma
largely of Afghanistan's mi-
nority groups, including Tajiks,
Shi'ite Muslim Hazaras and
Uzbeks.
Witnesses said

rounded up male mem
Kabul's Hazara and Tajik com-

olice

munities and took them to jails

around the city.

The Taliban has enforced a
rigid brand of Islam, bannin
women from work and schoo

and forcing men to grow beards.
pposition says the strick

The o
Taliban edicts are more linked
to Pashtu tradition than Is-
lamic law.

North of the capital Friday,
Taliban soldiers hunkered
down in bunkers and prevented
journalists from traveling be-

yond them — 17 kilometers (10

miles) north of Kabul.

One killed in

road accident

KHAGRACHHARI, July 25: A

speeding truck hit a young man,
killin im on the spot at

Panchhari thana of the district
md#r.. reports BSS.

e victim was identified as
M Zahir of Tabalchhari village
under Matiranga thana.

Policeman withdrawn
on charge of seducing

housewife

LALMONIRHAT, July 25: A
havilder of a police outpost in
the town has been withdrawn
for his alle involvement in
seducing a housewife, reports
UNB.

The decision was taken fol-

lowing the filing of a case with |

strate's court ba}
0

Ist class 1
the victim, Alefjan Bibi
Khochbari slum area in the
town, on July

stable Delwar Hossain.

The court transferred the
case to sadar
action against the accused.

Housewife

From page |

Local people on several oc-
casions heard Sohana crying
due to torture and they along
with Sohana's brother went to
:jl;c office of BSEHR on Thurs-

V.
Mahmuda was sent to the
court yesterday. Sohana was
also sent to the court for record-
ing her statement.

Diabetes

From page 1

produce insulin, the hormone
which regulates blood sugar
levels and whose absence pro-
vokes diabetes.

The role played by retro-
viruses, transmitted in heredi-
tary fashion from distant an-
cestors, in ca diseases is of
increasing interest. They have
been blamed for disorders
which include AIDS, leukemia,
multiple sclerosis and prob-
lems of the nervous system.

Aziz Bhai

From page 1
and some others as "killers of
Salman Shah."”

"Now tell me why one will be
present at the spot if one has
Faid Tk 12 lakh to some people
or any killing?" Aziz Moham-
mad said. :

He categorically denied his
involvement with the death and
said he never saw Salman's wife
whose name was also linked

with him.
The business tycoon said he
ying to India

was barred from
on Thursday on a personal trip.
Immigration officials also im-
pounded his passport.

They simply told me that
there is a general diary,” he
said.

He said he will make a

ly two-thirds of
the

by former '
and Uzbek warrior

Islamic
anistan's

majority Pashtun ethnic group.
e up

s of

21. She accused
havilder Abdul Karim and con-

police to take legal |

fifth day
Arm
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Indian police force a senior Kashmiri separatist leader Mohammad Yasin Malik into a police

vehicle in Hazratbal, district of Srinagar yesterday.

Rocks hurled at Farooq Abdullah

Two top Kashmiri
leaders held

SRINAGAR, July 25: Police
beat up protestors who hurled
rocks and rotten apples at
Kashmir's chief executive when
he showed up for prayers at the
holiest shrine In the state to-
day, reports AP,

j:t dozen people were injured
when police charged at the
crowd with nightsticks, wit-
nesses said. None of the police,
however, was in uniform, they
said.

The violence broke out when
Chief Minister Farooq Abdul-
lah was about to be honoured
with a ca the priests of the
Hazrat osque, the holiest
Muslim shrine in Kashmir. The
ceremony coincided with the
week-long celebrations of Mi-
ladunnabi.

A volley of rotten a and
rocks fell on the make dais

Dozens of Sunni
Muslims held
in Pakistan

LAHORE, July 25: Heavily-
armed police raided offices and
mosques today, rou up
dozens of extremist Sunni Mus-
lims in a bid to end religiously
motivated violence wracking
Pakistan's eastern Punjab
province, reports AP.

Violent clashes between
Sunni and Shi'ite Muslim
Efrtl.lps have left 150 dead in

jab since the start of the
year.

Punjab authorities have ar-
rested hundreds of activists
with militant sectarian groups
since the crackdown - was
launched last month. Police
said most of the arrested were
released after questioning.

A spokesman for the mili-
tant Sunni group. known as
Guardians of the Friends of the
Prophet, expressed outrage over
the raids.

Federal authorities are
drafting legislation that would
give security forces sweeping
powers to search, arrest an
detain BUSF:IHJ militants.

Rohingyas

From page 1

Kutopalong.
The RRE assured the UNHCR
officials that the government

always followed proper proce-

dures in the repatriation and do
so in future,

Meanwhile, militant refu-
51::3 in the two camps continued
emonstrations against repa-
triation and they refused to
take their weekly ration for the
esterday.
with arrows, bows

and slings the refugees were
seen lying

on the entrances to
their camps. They pasted
sters on walls with slogans in

our languages — Bangla, En-

glish, Burmese and Arabic.

ADB loan

outside the shrine. Abdullah
was not hurt and his guards
quickly hustled him away.

The crowd shouted anti-Ab-
dullah slogans and raised

chants in support of indepen-

dence.
Meanwhile, police detained
: brella grou
of 32 pro-independence ﬂ'ﬂuﬁlp
who were heading to the
Hazratbal shrine. Police said

Yasin Malik and Abdul Ghani
were likely to make anti-state

;%echcl to the gathering of

On ‘lﬂurndny night, police
ordered four other Hurriyat
leaders to stay at home, an offi-
cial sald on condition of
anonymity.

The Hurriyat called for a
two-day strike from Saturday
to protest Prime Minister Inder
Kumar Gujral's visit to Kash-
mir.

Gujral is to lay the
foundation -m a railroad
line to link Srinagar with the
winter capital, Jammu.

L .
In city
A school sustained bullet
wound yesterday in a cross-fire
in city’s Sutrapur area, hospital
sources said, reports UNB.
Shahin, 14, son of Mosle-
muddin of 37/2 Bahadurpur
Lane, received injury in his ab-
domen while he was crossing
Gosaibari Lane at 4 pm.
Shahin, a student of class
VIII of Faridabad High School,
was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

BUET experts
From page 1

The automation system to be
provided by Tandem has no
provision for public display of
trading and it also does not
Frcwide any Management In-
ormation System (MIS). These
were clearly shown as int
parts of the DSE automation
plan in the tender document. In
the absence of these, the effec-
tiveness of the DSE manage-
ment will be seriously ham-

and the public need for in-
ormation remain unful-
filled, the report said.

- T:'le was di?lcuuad in
the last DSE council meeting
which said that the apprehen-
sions were not correct, sources
in the DSE said.

The company obtained the
bid through an open tender by
defeating other competitors, the
meeting was informed.

Mosquito nets

From page 1 ‘
said a physician who worked

Schoolboy shot

— AP/UNB photo

e

bea
old tf;lgd. "W

good feeling
continue like that.”

one-day cricket,
Lankans have done better than
us in recent times, but that will
not demoralise the boys."

Drug traders
clash in city:
3 injured
Three young men were
::lnded - lgfl.:rll'ug trndcrtrn“
cu,r-s‘ﬂ;? Paltan area yester-
day, UNB. 30

Habibur Rahman,
Maznu, 25, and Jalaluddin, 35,

received splinter in du

the armed-clash uvm-nngnrﬁ'
money. All of them were -
ted to the Dhaka Medical -

lege Hospital.

Police sources said that
Habib and Maznu were involved

in drug trading.

Arms recovered
in Ctg: 4 held

CHITTAGONG, July 25: De-
tectives of Chittagong Metro-

litan Police recovered one
oreign made sawn-off . two
light guns, seven and
arres one wanted accused
l‘rﬂm Eskandar colony under
Chandgaon thana here this
E\gﬂéﬂng, police said, reports

Acting on a tip-off, detec-
tives rai a hide-out of Tipu
Sultan, the accused and recov-
ered the arms and ammunition

from his Foueadon
Doublemooring police in

another drive recovered two

light guns and arrested one An-

war Hossain alias Bhutto from

Chotapool here last t.
Meanwhile, Panc sh

lice arrested two persons with a

t n and two uﬂﬂdﬁeg
}lrghm ﬂ autorickshaw at Mu-

mdﬁ;u' here today.
€ arrested were
produced before court and

separate cases were filed with
respective police stations.

Asia Cup
From page 1

ter reducing them to 30 for five,
huéﬁﬂmtmdhuthth;rhmﬂw
and a to target on
tudef:atugnglu:bd}lndq -
ify for the final.

Tendulkar, whose team lost
11 of their 16 one-dayers this

ear, said the win over
angladesh could mark a new

ng.

“We deserved to be in the fi-
nal after mnun{au close to
Pakistan,” the 24-year-

is always a
we have to

The Indian captain, rated as

one of the world's best batsmen,
said the Sri Lankans can be
beaten. even at home.

"No side is unbeatable in
the Sri

The Indians realise that Sri

Lanka's powerful batting line-

up led by
Sanath Jayasuri
stum

ya, is main
block.
"We must not allow them to
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nounced that Section 144 had

been imposed in the area.
Talking to newsmen after

the munazat, the Khatib ex-

ommendations from WHO in-
troduced Malaria Eradication
Programme (MEP). specially in
the CHT districts of Khagrach-

arty. While one faction de-
manded Yadav's resignation
and another cautioned that his
departure would weaken the

shrimps.

The first workshop will be
in Cox's Bazar Igum July
25 to 27 and the second in

again play a crucial role as
more rain has been forecast
over the weekend.
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