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Noews snaps

big bang when Abdul

. making bombs at a house at
by the locals, police rushed to the
unconscious state. His right hand
the explosion. He was admitted to
Hospital. Police recovered some bomb
. including splinters from the scene. A

Housewife commits suicide
SYLHET, July 25: A housewife allegedly committed suicide
herself from a tree following a family feud at

in the Sadar thana, reports UNB.
Police said J Begum, 23, who was married two
with Abdus Salam, son of Chan Mia of the village in
union killed herself on Sunday as her ailing
father-in-law wanted not to visit her parents house for
sometime. Police recovered the body on the same night and
for autopsy. A case was registered with

Massive im cultivation scheme
CHANDPUR, July 25: About 150.000 hectares of land have
hw% Bugsnuu paddy, during the

Office sources,
under High Yieldin
The target of h hemhemﬂr::dumg
; e uction as at about

lmarglilcty and 60,000 tonnes of HYV aus

MEHERPUR. July 'MMMEWICDP]
popularity in Meherpur district, reports BSS.

economic benefit under CDP. A to-
tal of 3,500 hectares of fallow land in Meherpur have been
brought under the CDP. The farmers have achieved bumper

production of vegetables under this programme.

CODEC confce in Patuakhali

PATUAKHALI, July 25. An Educational Conference of Com-
‘n::ilgybﬂehpumt Centre (CODEC), Patuakhali was held here

BSS.
Mmm?ﬁlm;te Director of Bangladesh Friendshi
Education attended the Conference as the chief guest.

took part in the conference. Moshiuddin Tipu, CODEC Manager,
e » Abu Rayhan-al Baruni, Manager CODEC, Barguna,

Halib, M . CODEC Golachipa were amo
others, present in the mlce -

Aman seeds distributed
SATKHIRA, July 25: A non- t voluitary organisa-
tion Karitas has distributed kgs of aman seeds

1200 flood-hit families in two unions under Assasuni thana

the district recently, reports BSS.
Of the total aman seeds 12500 have been distributed
ar union and 11500 kgs

among 625 families in ni

among 575 families in Sriula union. Welfare Officer John S
Bishwas , Field Supervisor Dipok Barua, Thana Project Imple-
mentation Officer Ansar Ali, Headmaster Nilkonto Shom Ex-UP
Chairman Amzad Ali and Thana Awami League Secretary

Shazan Ali were also present at the seeds distribution function.

Agri-rehabilitation programme in Chhagalnaiya
CHHAGALNAIYA, July 25: The Agriculture Extension De-

partment of Ch a thana has ed an agriculture
rehabilitation programme for the recent flood-affected farmers
of the thana, BSS.

ture Extension
proposal of programme to the

higher authorities for . Under the Poud P

AL

Review maetii:ig'* on pry edn implementation
COMILLA, July 25: A two-day review meeting on implemen-

tlumnfcomgd-urypnmuy tion in Comilla district was

helﬂm.}u]y -2311:‘:]?11: ltnﬂu;ndherc,rcparuﬂss.
persons uding thana cation officers, assistant

lhmmmuonoﬂ'leeuand o : :

educationists cipated in the
mu&g District Primary Education cer Nurul Amin
ury, Assistant District Education Officer Khor-

PTI Assistant Super Sadequr Rahman

Arsenic contamination in water in Noakhali

NOAKHALI, July 25: Severe arsenic contamination is re-
to have been traced in the drinking water of Noakhali

.mum\:lalhnmutnidrwﬂmoru BSS.
-mmm ofﬂmkhnuhdi;cm it recen
level State Minister outh, Sports
Mmul in the chair. The
that water sam tests conducted in the National Institute of
Preventive and Social Medicine (NIPSOM) at Mohakhali had
confirmed the contamination.
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Pleted within the current calendar year.

Miladunnabi celebrated in Jessore

JESSORE, July 25: A milad and discussion to mark the Eid-
e-Miladunnabi was held recently at the KHN Junior School un-
der Monirampur thana here, reports BSS.

Presided over by Anwar Hossain, Chairman of the Managing
Committee of the school, the discussion was addressed, among
by Abdul Mannan, Headmaster of the school, Nirod Bi-
Mukul Chandra Mondal. Students and teach-

!

Postal Workers Union held

MADARIPUR, July 25: The annual election of the Postal
Workers Union of greater Faridpur which includes Madaripur,

Kazi Omar . Abul Hossain and Abul Kalam Azad were
elected President, mdhsumrewecuvdydmc
Greater F unit of the B adesh Postal Workers Union

Workshop of sugarcane growers

MANIKGANJ, J 25: A three-day workshop of sugarcane

growers of four thanas of the district on rn method of
cultivation concluded recently in the seminar room
sion Department,

of Director of the Agriculture

Thirty cultivators of Singair, Saturia. Shivalaya
and M sadar took part in the . The su
matter discussed various modern method of sugar-
cane tion to achieve optimnum production.

4 policemen
hurt in road

accident
From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, July 25: Four

members of police sustained se-
vere injuries in a road mishap

that took place at Panthapara
on B%m-gzmgpur highway on
July 20.

At deep t a patrol team

consisting of four police men
under Gobindaganj thana with

a tempo bearing number
Gai -PA-05- 1 was pa-
trolling along the highway.

Suddenly it dashed with a
arked truck bearing number
haka-Ta-6772 at Panthapara

under Gobindaganj thana.

Four members of police on
board the tempo received severe
u}luﬁﬂ. They are: Habiul Huql.
SI, Saidur Rahman, Abdu
Hamid, Aftab Hossain, consta-
bles who were removed to Rang-
Fur Medical College Hospital
RMCH). The condition of ul
Hamid was stated to be critical.

Contamination of
arsenic in water

of Kurigram

KURIGRAM., July 25: Arsenic
contamination has been found
in six tubewell waters out of 10
of Rajarhat thana at Rajshahi
Public Health Engineering
laboratory, reports UNB.

According to the report of
the laboratory, the highest 0.42
miligram of arsenic content
was detected in per litre water of
the tubewell owned A Sattar
Master of Taluksubal. The
samples have been sent there by
the district administration.

The sources said althuug a
senior chemist informed about
the contamination in six tube-
well waters through a letter,

Sattar's tubewell has been
up and no measures were
taken about the other tubewells.

When contacted, ty En-
Elanc:r of Public Health Abdul

tif admitted the matter and
said they could not take mea-
sures as they did not get any di-
:'actlnn from the higher author-

es.

The level of arsenic contam-
ination found in different

Primary School and local elite

tubewell waters included 0.03
miligram in Son Jam-e-
Mosque's tubewell, 0.18
miligram in Shah Alam's tube-
well at Nowdabos, 0.05
miligram in Thana Parisad's
tubewell and 0.03 miligram in
residential quarter Padma's

tubewell.

Diarrhoea claims
5 lives in Pabna

PABNA, July 25° Diarrhoea
claimed lives of five peoplc and
attacked 300 others in Sadar
thana on Thursday R
fﬁqul Ssources said.,teports:

The soufces identified them
as Basu, 3, of Char Bangabaria
vlllngel::; .I'ikl;d 2 of south

obpur, Marzina 14 and
g

en, 45, of Char r and
Hares 21 of Char Kﬁzhaﬂali

Civil Surgeon office sources,
hnwcvd Ic:rtu de;'gcd the claim and
sald about people includ
four children were attacked hgyg
diarrhoea in these areas.

Aus farming falls
short of target

in Magura

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA. July 25: Aus cul-
tivation target will nod be
achieved in Magura district, ac-
cording to the ulture Ex-
tension Department (AED).

A total of 17,600 hectares of
land were earmarked for aus
cultivation in four thanas of
the district. But 15,720 hectares
of land were cultivated. It was
about 10 per cent less than the

Lnrq%e of aus cul-

tivation has fallen short due to
set back of transplanted aus
cultivation in Ganges Kobodak
Project (GKP) areas under the
district, local growers said.

Shibpur College |

students union
polls postponed

NARSINGDI, July 25 Stu-
dents union election of Shibpur
College was postpo
following a clash between
Chhatra League and Jatiy-
atabadi Chha Dal. reports
UNB.

The clash erupted when BCL

activists allegedly snatched | been increasing

ballot papers from the election
officials at 4:45 pm.

Police several teargas
shells to disperse the warring
groups. Five students were
.“‘lllzﬂr injured during the
clash.

Villager killed

in road mishap

JAMALPUR, July 25: A vil-
lager was run over Dy a ﬁm:llng
coaster at Ghargharia village in
sadar thana on Tuesday, re-
ports UNB.

Police said Kajem Ali Mun-
shi, 55. died on the spot. after he
was hit by Jamalpur bound

coaster from Dhaka while
crossing Nandina bazar road at

2pm.
¥ A case was filled. Police
seized the vehicle, but the driver
fled the scene.
Meanwhile, police recovered
the body of a teen-aged from

a pond at Tebirchar village in
sadar thana on the same day.

The body was identi as
Asha, 16, daughter of Antu
Miah of a in the town.

Police said Asha had been
missing since the wedding cer-
emony of her maternal uncle at
Tebirchar village four days
back.

L

inspires oppressed people

From Atiur Rahman

JESSORE, July 25: The his-
toric revolt by indigo cultiva-
tors ix)ﬂular]}r known as Indigo
Revolt has occupied an impor-
tant chapter in the history of
oppressive British rule in India.

It was a mas uprising by In-
digo Cultivators against the Eu-

planters in the sixties of
19th century. Their continued
oppression and inhuman tor-
ture with the poor cultivators
triggered this revolt.

According to historical ac-
count, Jessore played the vital
rnlni.- in this revolt.

ts p , Strategy, organ-
isational dev npmentﬂandg::-
calation were handled from
here under the direction of vet-
eran leaders.

According to records, the
first target which was hit by the
rebels was the Katgora Indigo
Manufacturing Plant under
Chougachha thana, previously
Muhe;uhg:ur in this district in
1854-55. It was partially dam-
aged by setting it on fore.

A number of workers and se-
curity guards were killed.

e European planters of
different companies ik the dis-
trict and elsewhere the attack
was quite s sing.

It was followed by the at-
tacks on Chougachha Indiago
Plant and that of Khalishpur
under the same district by the
rebels. rebels caused an extru-
sive d ¢ to machineries and
establishments. What is re-
markable is that the sequence
of these events sparked tense
situation in the area. It created
a law and order problem for the

foreigners.

However, these were stray
incidents. The real and well or-
ganised revolt t the Euro-
?ean planters flared up in 1858

ollowing the brutal killing of
Shawtal leader Kanu by the for-
eign company's agent,

He was killed to suppress the
revolt. Kanu, coming from
lower caste was bold coura-
ﬁnuu to face any hard reality.

is made him a terror to
British people.

The revolt was further in-
tensified and spread both in
speed and action when
Digomber Biswas, dewan of
Chougachha plant and Bishnu
Charan, dewan of Khalishpur

the revolt by resigning their re-
warding job from Indigo com-

ey are still remembered
for their dynamism, credibility
and leadership. Their dy-
namism ‘impressed people.
Their- tare quality of yncoms-
promising attitude on matters
of principle inspired the partic-
ipants in this revolt.

Their active participation in
the revolt in fused new vigour to
all ranks and files.

The Zuropean planters felt
nervous and frightened. The
rebels went on hunting the In-
digo company's men for
killing. Genocide, arson, and
Ioougﬂu began from all around.
But all these remained confined
to only European Indigo manu-
facturing plants.

As a result the Eurcpean
planters and their men left the
station in search of safety and
prﬂtﬁtﬂﬂll;l. 3

French Indigo expert and a
trader Lui BmEID was the JES-
SORE, July 25: The hisfirst for-
eigner to come to Jessore. He got
a vast tract of land as settlement
from The East India Com
to cultivate | at Rupadia, a
few kilometrs away ffom
Jessore town in 1795.

He started cultivation on
commercial basis. He found it
very profitablé. Soon he took
set t of more land in dif-
ferent areas of this district and
elsewhere. Soll fertility., high
ylelding result, cheaper cost of
cultivation attracted the
planters to El;?ﬂlt the land in
eastern part of the G for
Indigo cf:]tlvaﬂun. =i

Aoum:hni to A writer, a total
of 18 such manufacturing

Plant under this district, joined

e e

plants were set up in the name

of New Bengal In Company.
These were: Kh . Rudra-
ur, Mullahati Kadgora,

agadanga, Pipulbari, Pipra-
achi, Bhabanipur, Benapole,
rgapur, Gaighata, Hoogli,
Mirjapur, Naradah, Nohata,
Ichapur, Chougachha and Khal-

ontradicting this number,
another writer said that there
were 116 offices of com s
head office for admhuug‘:nve
and monitoring purposes. |
The offices to supervise the
roduction and collection were
n?.gzand number of plans were

The total strength of em-

ployees was 18,482, the cultiva-

tors engaged in the cultivation
rose to 1,12,36000. Most of
them were torced labourers. It
was the statistics available in
this connection during 1814-15,
while its cultivation was at in-
fant :

According to another
rominent historian WW
unter., who went round the In-

digo cultivating area in Bengal
in 1814-15 reported that indigo
was cultivated on 20, 40,
bighas of land covering the
districts of Jessore, Khulna,
Nadia, 24 Pargunas, Bogra,
Pabna, Rajshahi, Maldah, Mur-
shidabad, Mymensingh, Baker-
gonj and Faridpur.

digo production in these areas
rose to | maunds, .

The Major portion of world
demand for indigo was met
from :

British. Dutch and French
owners occupied indigo produc-

JESSORE: The front view of indigo
thana in greater Jessore district.

..............

e

tion field and monopolised the
markets under patronage and
assistance of East India Com-

pany.
'H'IE optimum production of

indigo was achieved in mid-
nineteen century.

Another historian Buckland
in his work said, Jessore pro-
duction of indigo was the finest
in quality and colour in world
market.

A large number of Showfal
mplc with their family were

ught to these area to utilise
their services for production
and process of indigo in manu-
facturing plants.

Their generations was found
at Chougachha. Khalishpur,
Kadgora, Jessore. They are
black in complexion and strict
to their own dialect. They have
merged with the society. They
are now getting educated?

During the beginning of
nineteen century the socio-eco-
nomic condition of the society
was not bad. Agriculture was
their main occupation. But the
marketing facility was too lim-
ited. The only customers were
the British people, Zaminders
and their agents.

So when indigo cultivation
was introduced under the initia-
tive of British people, poor cul-
tivators were allured of high
price, and cash payment.

He a]Wned wﬁl*jmﬂeww

first. But when the cultivation
became wide and extensive.
production increased much, the
traders unveiled their original
characters and began to exploit
the cultivators indiscrimi-
nately. Their trade policy was

manufacturing plant at Khalispur under Moheshpur

— Star photo

unearthed.

Indigo cultivator with the
help of local opinion leaders
Organised themselves to protest
the Policy. Gradually, their or-
ganisations became stronger.

Meanwhile, the miseries and
problems of the cultivators
done by European planters
were, published in the Ammri-

tobazar Patrika in 1869. It was

first of its kind published from
a village Dohar, Magura under
Jhinkergachha thana in the
district. The Editor of the
newspaper was Sishir Kumar
Ghose. The paper still exist and
being published from Calcutta
in West Be in the same dec-
laration and nomenclature.

Later, Michael Modhusudan
Dutta also critised the British
government from London.

The contributions of both
the Editor and the poet rocked
the British Government.

The 'Nil Darpan’ , a drama,
written by Dino Bandhu on the

oppression of indigo planters of

Jessore and nei
tricts also playe
tant role.

It aroused public sentiment
against the indigo company and
the East India Company. The
take-over of British Indian
administrative by British Gov-
ernment from the East India
Company in 1858 and termina-
tion of the system of compul-
o _Adivatis® of indigo
through coercion of the Euro-
pean planters

uring dis-
a very impor-

protests by the Editor of Amm-
ritobazar Patrika, Poet

Michael Modhusudan and Dino

Bandhu,

JESSORE: The partial view of dilapidated indigo manufacturing plant situated on the
bank of the river Kopadak at Chougachha in greater Jessore district.

— Star photo
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PABNA, J 25: Number of
drug addicts in eight northern
districts of the coun have
R,
a huge quantity of various nar-
cotics are being smuggled
thro different border points
ev y. reports UNB.
According to a survey con-
ducted by a non- t or-
ganisation, about four lakh
ple of Nilphamari, ur,
urigram, Gaibandha, 1-
monirhat, Dinajpur, Thakur-
aon and Panchagarh districts
larly. i =
ularly.

Majority of them are college
students and unemployed
youths while the others are
rickshaw-pullers, small
traders, smugglers, floating

le and frustrated lovers.

ue to easy availability of
the drugs including wine, -
sidyl. (?ary‘u, heroin. opium in
abundance more and more
youths 2= getting addicted ev-

eryday.

The drugs worth about crores
of taka are being smuggled into
the country through Burimari
and Mugulhat in Lalmonirhat,
Chilhati in Nilphamarti,

N abandha in Panchagarh
and Hilly in DmaLpur districts.

About 1.5 lakh men and
women in the bordering dis-
tricts are in smuggling
of the drugs with Saidpur in
Nilphamari district as the

main centre for distribution to

the interior, the survey re-

A source of the Narcotics
Control Department said man-
wer was responsible
or their inability to success-
fully curb the illegal drug trade
abuse.

The sources said in five dis-
tricts under the zone of
the department 27 posts of
Deputy Director, Inspector and
sepoy have been vacant for

o,

e drugs are available in
108t of the medicine shops in
these districts and the owners

of the shops are making money.

' 4 lakh drug addicts |
ected 1n 8 N-dists

According to the report, out
of total 4,700 medicine shops in
these districts, 3,500 shops are
running their business without
licence.

Meanwhile, there is a coun-
selling committees headed by
Deputy Commissioner (DC), at
district level for creating public
aﬂr:nct;: and taking action

drug addicts.

wﬂeﬂﬂuna for enforcing dif-
ferent measures to con the
menace are being taken at the
committee meeting each
month. But in practice the
ml:élﬁ{‘r. is on rise, the report
said.

Khulna-Jessore Sewerage
Project delayed

KHULNA, July 25: The un-
usual delay in implementation
of the Khulna-Jessore Sewerage
Rehabilitation Project has
again pushed a vast tract of
farmland, including habitats in
the low-lying areas of the dis-

trict, to waterlogging, reports

The gigantic ject, cover-
ing the areas of lgi.;?nurl- thana
in Khulna, Keshobpur in Jes-
sore and Tala in Satkhira dis-
tricts, was dubbed as Beel-
Dakatia, the largest beel of the
country.

Most of the people living in

the areas are now getting poorer
day by day due to c c water-
logging problem, resulting in
sharp decline in foodgrain out-

The works on the six-year

ect started in 1992-93 fiscal
with an estimated cost of Tk
229 crore. Eighty per cent of the
fund will come the donors
while the rest from the govern-
ment, accord to officials.

The project has been under-
taken to save the vast areas of
Beel-Dakatia, locally coined as
‘misery of Jessore-Khulna”,
from wa ;

| Sunday from the court of CMM.

2 arrested

BCL leaders
released

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. July 25: Two
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) leaders named Anowar
Hossain and Shubrata Samad-
dar arrested on Friday last
from a local residential hotel
July 14 were released on bail on

in
1859 was the positive effect of

—

The Bxily $.

____ onas
Indigo cultivators' revolt sill

Mass signature
campaign for

IU reopening

KUSHTIA, July 25: The local
people in Jhenidah and Kushtia
districts have launched a mass
signature campaign deman
reopening of Islamic University
(IU). reports UNB.

They have already collected
nearly 2,500 signatures.

Academic life of the students
of the university fell into deep
uncertainty due to a month-
lun% stalemate there.

he trouble ensued when
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student front of rul-
ing Awami League, locked up
the main gate of the universi
on June 26 demanding remov
of Vice-Chancellor Dr Enamul
Hugq.

Later, Islamic University
Teachers' Association (IUTA)
joined aii'hnfh?]tﬂe with BCL for
removal of the VC, deepeni
the crisis. e

Vice-Chancellor (VC) Ena-
mul Huq has proposed the BCL
and IUTA to sit across the table
to moot out an amicable solu-
tion to the crisis, but both the
agitating groups turned down
his proposal and sought inter-
vention of the Chancellor of the
university in this regard.

As he failed to bring the BCL
and IUTA to the negotiation
table, the VC recently held a
news conference and denied the
allegations brought against

him. He also refused to stand
aside.

Campus sources said there is
still no sign of immediate solu-
tion to the standoff as both the
BCL and IUTA remained stick
to their demand.

4 new unions of
Gobindaganj

inundated

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, July 25: Four
new unions of Go{indaganj
thana were inundated by on-
rush of water from upper
catchment overflowing the
river Karotoa.

A large portion of Karotoa
counter embankment has been
washed away by the surging
water. Flood water has n
threatening the national high-
way at Katakhali. With detec-
tion of breeches at Karotoa em-
bankment, fresh areas other
than Taluk-kanupur, Hariram-
pur, Nakaihat, Gumaniganj
unions have been submﬂ'ga%.

Local member of parliament
(MP} Lutfur Rahman Chowd-
hury, Thana Nirbahi Officer
(TNO) and local Union Parishad
(UP) chairman visited the af-

fected areas. They the Wa-
ter Development Board and
Roads and Highway depart-

‘mertt  authorities té take rhea-
sure to stop the erosion of the
river Karotoa.

Water-borne
diseases 1n
S}/lhet

SYLHET, July 25: Diarrhoea
and dysentery took an alarm-
ing turn soon after the flood
waters started rec fast in
the district, reports UNB.

At Muglabazar and Daudpur
unions in the Sadar thana, the
water-borne diseases are
spreading fast in the past few
days, while it was steady or un-
der control in other flood af-
fected areas, local people said.

According to physicians
scarcity of drinking water and
intake of adulterated food are
the main reasons behind the
outbreak of the diseases.

Health workers so far have
failed to combat the spread of
the diseases, but the district
civil surgeon's office told UNB
that the situation was being

monitored properly.

First daily
newspaper of
Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, July 25: Dai!]y
Janabangla, the first dai
newspaper of the district, will
be published soon, reports UNB.

strict Magistrate Achyuto
Pad Goswami signed the decla-
ration paper of the daily at a
simple ceremony at his office
here Thursday.

Publisher of the daily Anwar
Hossain Badsha and editor
Mostafa Babul, president of the
local press club Shafique Ja-
man and Awami League district
unit President Prof Shahidul-
lah were present on the occa-
sion.

—_—=

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. July 25:

A daring dacoity was com-
mitted at Dum Dum bazar under
Kalaroa thana recently.

According to police sources,
a gang of dacoits numbering 15
to 20 armed with deadly
weapons raided the bazar and
blasting handbombs caught the
night guard, Mujibur Rahman
and tied his hands with rope.

The dacoits broke open 13
shops and looted cash and other
valuables worth Taka 2 lakh.

A case has been filed with
Kalaroa police station in this
connection.

Valuables worth
Tk 20,000 looted

A daring dacoity was com-
mitted at house of Prof Pabitra
Mohon Das of village Kheshra

under Tala thana of the district
recently.

Police sources said, a g of
dacoits numbering 10 to 12
armed with deadly weapons
raided the house of Prof Pabitra
Mohon Das and entered into the
house by breaking the door. The
dacoits beat the inmates of the
house mercilessly and looted
cash and gold ornament worth
Taka 20,000. A case was lodged
with Tala Police Station,

Another report adds: Kall-

an(] thana ice recovered 42
gol les of phensidyl syrup from
a shop of lfnllgan] us stand.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion police personnel raid the
shop, owned by Joynal Abedin
at el:Fnrij bus stand and re-
covered 42 bottles of phensidyl
syrup from the shop. Police ar-
rested Joynal Abedin. A case
was lodged with Kaliganj PS.




