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Indictment Non

forth the truth of the national situation in a man-
ner unmatched by even~the best of professional
watchers of our politics and society. As is his wont,
his words were unminced and fair, the position
taken indubitable. the politiclans may not like his
candour but there is not a word in the long speech
which they can contest. And, very clearly, he is
speaking the mind of the nation. And this lends
his words such weight as can be ignored by the
politicians only to their own great peril and, of
course, also to the grave danger of the nation.
| Yes, political parties do adopt means, matter
fair or foul, to gain control of the state machinery.
And they do use students, industrial work force
and even religion to achieve their ends. Moral val-
ues and education itself are evapora from the
| educational institutions. The financial and indus-
trial system has been disrupted as never before by
jumbo-sized loanees defaulting on their repayment
schedules with perfect equanimity for years on
end. Law cannot touch them as some of them hap-
n to be MPs from this side or that of the fence.
ese are facts and known as clearly as daylight to
all in the nation. We add to say this nation is so
diseased that it takes a figure head of a President to
articulate these. The nation is divided now between
the partisan who want not the truth on one side
and the non-partisan majority who either have no
voice or cannot come clear of their fear of an unse-
cured rea]jtr
Being only a nominal
be involved even in the

rehead who better not
airs of the armed forces,
constitutionally his own preserve, as President
Biswas was so foolish to do, it is a most unlikely
mantle that President Shahabuddin wears when
he feels pushed to it by the unsavoury realities of
our collective life. We are most fortunate in this
that he keeps the conscience of the nation unsul-
lied by any suspicion of harbouring any covetous-
| ness. The unlikeliness of his role has come to us as
a godsend. The nation was beside with elation not
for nothing when Sheikh Hasina just begged him
to EECEB: e office.

The President has spoken. Now it is first the po-
litical parties who should respond. Before they de-
cide to try to heal themselves of powerlust, they
must take care to see their defaulting stalwarts to
pay the banks their due. Two months should be
time enough for wiping their names clear. Whoever
started and promoted this suicidal default culture
we dare the AL government to become one that will

ugh using students and workers and re-
ligion for narrow party gains would all become
counter-productive. These would boome on the
users. Politicians would need a perceptive mind to
read the signal. The ones that will fail to get the
message and reform accordingly would in no time
become history.

Our Cricket

Predictably Bangladesh have not created a stir
Igr‘]y' stealing a march over the other participants in
€ sixth Asia Cup. Not, that we réally, £x
them to:¢d so: Fanc ai_r.ide, nobody real u-
alised Bangladesh pulling the carpet from the un-
der the feet of any of their three more powerful and

experienced opponents in this four-nation tour-

ney.

Yn fact, we considered the two hundred plus score

ainst a tough and seasoned Pakistan side as a
fairly commendable sign of progress. In a well
made half century Athar showed how well are we
informed of the virtues of a still head, sure foot-
work and a straight bat. But unfortunately that
was all. Performance had hit the ceiling. .

The demonstrational ability of 's boys
had been on the course of gradual decline since
then. Agreed, some of the players including as vital
a member as the wicketkeeper were injured. But
then how did that account for the catches, some of
them being pretty much regulation ones by the one-
day standard, grassed against Sri Lanka and In-
dia? Or for that matter batting odorous of colonial
servitude than any ecstatic innovation marked by
daring and mental freedom? Probably under-
achievement reached its nadir in the last match
against India. Even after duly recognising the tid
spell of Singh and the pyrotechnics of Ganguly f{t
can be sai qﬁite unhesitatingly that we simpl
gift-wrapped the match to the d{fcnding champi-
ons.

Let's not kid ourselves. We still have to go a long
way in getting a few things right which will come
with no amount of experience and sure. One
area as the national coach has reportedly marked
out is commitment. Those who are representing
the country and will be in future should never be
short of this element. There simply cannot be any
substitute for or compromise on it. And we do not
understand how our players can possibly lack in
this vital aspect. The kind of adulation, al:: recia-
tion and incentive they have got and are likely to
get in future is something unthinkable among
cricketing countries of this status. So why and how
lack you in that desire to give it all for the coun

More than anything else this Asia Cup has
shown us how much our cricketing pretension is
dependent on the old guards. How long can we af-
ford this particularly when there is not a reassur-
ing number of young shoulders around. Quite
frankly, we cannot afford to bank on this 'experi-
ence talk’ for long. After all, the powers that be are
keeping close watch on our performance and no
one knows it better than the local ecricket authori-
ties. We hope they will not be found wanting in sin-
cerity and drive to plough the positives and nega-
tives of this championship in their future plans
and programmes for the development of the game

here.
Rotting Pineapples

Pineapples are selling dirt cheap in the south
eastern part of the country. But there is hardly
ang’thin to cheer about this spill-over-su pkr re-
ality of the fruits of ananas comosus ﬁlanE ctu-
ally the re?nrt in a leading Bengali daily of tonnes
of meapﬁ e rotting in Bandarban is an annual re-

on the attenuating effect our own callousness
has on the economy.

EVE]H year, a huge amount of agricultural pro-
duces [ike pineapple literally rot due to either poor
transportal or preservation facilities. As it is in
this case where the hardy tribals of Bandarban
who have been contributin cantly and qui-

etly to the production of this ly savo and
luscious source of vitamin C, are reporte ly left
with the sad reality of selling two to three pinea

g}::s for Taka one only, the main problem seems fu
the lack of adequate and smooth transportal fa-

cility.

d’hren the kind of importance the present gov-
ernment attaches to culture, it will not be too
much to ex[:ect that some be done soon to
ensure that the tale of rotting pineapples, for that
matter all produces, will not be repeated.

President Shahabuddin on Thursday brought |

HD: While There is Way There Seems to be No Will

VAILABLE indicators
on Human Development
(HD) succinctly show

that, by all standards, South
Asia continues to slip behind
all other regions in its race for
the acceleration of HD. The

is laden with a volley of
languorous features — most
malnourished, most illiterate,
least gender sensitive and the
poorest to emerge as the most
deprived region in the world. Its
people —one-fifth of the world
population — are groaning
under extreme poverty and
deprivation.
i y lll South Asia | u:l':i-

as a in povert

tion? How can th:fpace
of HD in this region be acceler-
ated? Vivid answers to these
questions are given by Dr Mah-
bubul Huq — an eminent
economist of Pakistan and the
architect of Human Develo
ment Reports of the UN — in h&
most recent Publication: Hu-
man Development in South
Asia 1997 | Pl;rpuhlilhed a
B.m! version of the Report).
In report. Dr Huq provides
an analysis of the causes of the
ailments that South Asia is
faced with and also ts a
concrete plan of action so that
the countries of the region can
achieve a respectable level of
HD within the next 15 years.
His di tion of facts pertain-
ing to HD in this n seem-
ingly leads us tc the sea of pes-
simism but his prescri ac-
tion plan also tends to evoke
waves of optimism. Even
though the oo?ounl backlog of
human de tion tends to
make the chall in the 21st
century formidable and daunt-
ing for South Asia, Dr Hﬁ ar-
gues, overcoming some of the

worst am shoulid me‘

no p

o — —

The old adage 'where these is a will, there is a way' does not appear to hold for South Asia... Itamm::that:u

have ways to mop up extra bucks to propel Human Development but, unfortunately, thege does not seem to
paﬂdnpdﬂica!wﬂintnﬂ

tion. "In particular, it is feasi-
ble to provide universal pri-
mary education, basic health
care to all, safe drinking water
for the entire population, ade-
quate nutrition for all mal-
n;unr:;:::d chlldrr,}l mw
P services lor a

per cent of the married couples .
. . . " Politically, such a strive
would very much hinge on
commitments from national
leaders of the region l;d eco-
nomically, on ng -
ities in existing resource -m
tion. However, the author delib-

to accelerate

15

m provisions for univer-
sal education will have
to be for a total of 126
million children (74 million
out of school in 1995 plus 52
million to the stream dur-
ing 1995-2010). The total cost
estimated on this count is 837

billion or az.ﬁhllhun;
year. . during next 1

ears, 690 million people will
Eavetnhc with access

to basic heaith care (271 mil-
lion without such access in
1995 plus 419 million to join
the rank during 1995-2010).
The total cost projected is 831
billion or approximately 82 bil-
lion per annum Third, a total of
770 million people will have to
have access to safe drinking wa-
ter (351 million without such
access in 1995 plus 419 million
to be so during 1995-2010).
Provisions for safe drin

water to all would cost 836 bil-
lion or 82.4 billlon a year.
Fourth, the elimination of

malnourishment — of 87 mil-
lion children in 1995 estimate
— require less than one billion
dollars and finally, doubling

the rate of contraceptive .
1995!2010

lence rate duri
would cost 824 billion or 81.6
billion a year.

Thulth:ulﬂhnmt of the tar-
gets in the package as a whole
would demand a total of $129
billion or $8.6 billilon a year
during 1995-2010. On the as-

with. He fingered at six possible
areas which could help 'Eunlc
enough resources for pur-
pose. The approach should be

resources
by refixing priorities is current
ngs and c addi-
tional resources judi-
cious uses of fiscal mone-
tary policies.
Fh’:,lﬂlﬂ:hﬁehmcbud‘
countries

specti th low HD
per:. vely very

The moot is: where
to 8129 billion from? Dr.

Mahbubul Huq candid ogl:u
that what South Alllr{ll: is
not financial resources but po-

litical commitment that would
yearn such a package to meet

resources, To be ex-
countries concerned
freeze mili spend-
he 1996 level in real
e fetched "peace divi-
be around 880 bil-
1995-2010. Agree-
ts on a 2 cent cut
should release $100

and a 5 per cent, 8125 billion.

Thus, depending on political
mmmltmcgu ﬂlape:iaii? F:k

tween arch rival India
istan) the n would siphon
off 85-88 on as peace divi-
dend and put them to alterna-
tive social spend . Second,
the retirement of domestic
debts could generate additional
4-5 per cent of GNP for interest
payments. This would help re-
duce budget deficit and at the

amount of

2%
Eisg
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i

same time, enhance allocations
on social action programmes.

Third, a fair amount of re-
sources could also spring from a
better management of existing
development pro . For ex-
ample, 10-30 per cent of the de-
velopment budgets are alleged
to disappear in the name of
commissions and kickbacks in
SAARC countries. "There is no
doubt that a much tighter man-
agement of development bud-
gets is needed and that such im-

proved managemen
substantial resources for addi-

tional social spen S ;
dispensing ﬂtﬁe tmdigucm
sidization of higher education
could release some resources for
basic education which, al-
legedly, s too little at the
moment. Fourth, given the fact
that South Asia governments
do display a sense of states-
manship, deep political com-
mitments to resolve military
dingutu. downsize corru
and mismanagement, donor
countries could be lured to pour
more resources into social sec-
tors. In fact, and exhibition of
sensible
peace and
all true political commitments
to accelerate HD could reward
these countries with influx of
gﬂin;ﬁd tl!':nurm. The
s be persuaded
to raise the ratio of aid to social
sector to 20 per cent as was en-
dorsed by the 1995 social sum-
mit. Fifth, South Asian gov-
ernments should make aggres-
sive moves to mop up addi-
tional resources by fine tuning

t can release

. a quest for
and above

their existing fiscal and mone-
tary policies. ., an ex-
Llension of the direct tax net to
the relatively wealthier com-
munities is very much needed
In a regime of scarce domestic
resource generation.. And fi-
nally, Government-NGO col-
ladbé::rau:m in South Asia could
a considerable mileage in
this marathon race. The gov-
ernments should assign some of
their traditional roles to NGOs
who tend to bear the

of being cost-effective by 25-50
per cent when compared with

t ormance in the

ele oLt ey
Dr Mahbubul H be-
lieves that, within next 15

years, the South Asian coun-
tries would be able to‘land on a

point where basic health care to
all, universal educa-
tion, safe water for en-
tire population, ate nu-

trition for malnouri

dlﬂl !I'.ld SeT-
vices for fuur*Ma of married

couples could easily be ensured.
'Ih;; w;:nu}lr:‘lu enable them to
graduate m most

and to relatively mwdqnwed
from 1.11_111:.111{l -
ment to gainful development
stage. The old adage that ‘where
these is a will, there is a

seem to Er“ a political

at all. recent increased
budgetary allocations for de-
f'l:l'll."!t. ln. hmn Pﬂk-
istan desh quite in
neglect ot{]éh: nu::-%ﬂann put
forth in Dr Huq,
tends to kill :?:;tﬂ'-t : =

OTICEABLY, the count-
ryissliding into a
morass of crime and
administrative I_Irrukdnwn vis-
a-vis wing human misery.
True, g: t's
control units are out on the job,
hutuiludifﬂculttunmukme
truth: crime rate is s "".ﬂﬁ
up:. population m“hpilri S
unchecked in rural areas;
much less than the ected
tage of population are
iterate, especially amon
female lation — one out
every 10 girls attend school. So
there seems little silverli
on social, educational or
economic fronts.

The rural surroundings that
could once take pride as being
as peaceful and tranquil zone
now appears to be heading to-
wards a chaos. Politics has
since not gone beyond the nar-

yow lmits of petty self interest
and %‘Eﬂﬂﬂ%‘bﬂ'ﬁm the
district and thana level places.
The recent incidence of I:)rlng-
down the national flag at
Tala Mahila College in
Satkhira on the Jamaat and
BNP sponsored hartal day on
15th July is a ¢ reminder
of the extreme party line activi-
ties divi the country most
ominously. It is time the mhr:)gt
recognised the da.ng]cra
etting the extremist i
groups take control o
and ride roughshod over the
principle of sacrifice and the
spirit of liberation war. The
?wg:.*::ldv& ENP-cu?-Jamaat
eu e petty politicking it
has generated must stop and the
rule of law based on the partici-
ation of people in nation-
uilding activities must take

tical

precedtﬁxmc over an else.
In the qu of dirty -
tics, those suffer nnwpa?::

the 'muntry'a hapless millions.
The portents are gm but the

end results could
tic. People only wonder if
rot that has started setting in

; ot nec-
essarily mean that one has to be
1st class first in all his exami-
nations. It is a gift from God
that comes from within and the
inner glow radiates on his face.
In a crowd of thousands he
would require no announce-
ment. People could spot him
out. His charm was irresistable
— no complex (superior or infe-
rior) . He could meet Mahmood
(the king) and Ayaz (the slave)
at par with equal grace. That
was Kasiser Rasheed Chowd-

hugb

m to serve the humanity
with all his humble modesty,
Kaiser Rasheed Chowdhury
would never hesitate for a mo-
ment if he could render any ser-
vice or help to any one in need
of, irrespective of cast, creed or
nationality. When I saw him in
Karachi, there were more people
from outside Sylhet who re-
ceived favours from him in
cash or kind. he was always
above being parochial. He was
the best of men rather prince
amongst men who did good to
others. In the hearts of all those
-who knew him he would remain
immortal.

A M F Quadir
Dhaka

Hartal: What for?

Sir, It is really sickening to
see some sick-minded people at-
tacking the most sensitive
point of any person of faith. We
all condemn the recent action
of Israelis for harbouring such
a sick Fame of attacking Mus-
lims of the world with their
sick minded dirt oster
against our Prophet (SM). They
are really playlng with fire. |
believe that the present gov-
ernment of Israel does not care
for peace in the middle east.

Divisive Forces on the Rise Again?

by Md Asadullah Khan

When Bangladesh came into being in 1971, the new nationhood was
country's myriad communities would be actively involved in the
we as a nation seem to have

appointmendis
of terrorism, extortionism, rape and killing have rung

can be stopped from spre

— into the nooks and cormers
the country. In recent times, in
some parts of the country meet-
ings and are punc-
tuated with such slogans as
"we'll become Taleban, Bangla
will be an.” N could
be more ominous than to take
the country to the route to ex-
tremist Ilmad g thu:: mhad-
tries and people who
something to gaﬁm (1) from such
overtures encour it. It is
time that from such in-
tolerance is realised and our

nation that peeds

thing in common hope to usher

in ce and ;
le in the country

been to learm that Pres-

have

ident Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, the most non-contro-
versial personality, who was
invited to inaugurate the fort-
night-long holy Miladunnabi
m—nmme by the Is-
¢ Founda at the Baitul
Mukarram premises had to
abandon it in the midst of an
awkward and disruptive situa-
tion created by some motivated
elements ac in the of
t
postures, the head of the state
whose integrity and neutrali
is above was humiliat
measure.
People., however, have not

can

that there goes a ¢ racy to
t the country and the
th::"“ forces to the}:'::ei But
constant sniping to
. It should be brought &nc
to those self-centred ticians
and zealots that this is not only
undermining the Government
but also the state and this is
very adversely affecting foreign
development. The surge of el
t. The %
gion-based politics only
parallel with the situation in
the Middle Ages. People also
think that, a tly, the ad-
ministration has flip-flopped
Qn, r
lowing the
ain und. Histery teaches
t reason and crit-
ical in favour of fa-
naticism, and extremist lines,
leads only to misery. Mean-
while the dream of
country’
the present
to have been battered con-
tinued agitation, protests and
also hartals. The anti-develop-
ment protesters, if they have
not been able to wreck it, but
they have inflicted 1&:?011:
damage. The value of con-
tinues to plunge and foreign
confidence is dvlndll.n&;c
mm:nrtu carried by media
that on 15th July m
recovered four powerful 'c
late’ bombs from the possession
of four students activists, all of
them madrassah students be-
longing to an extremist politi-
cal group in Chittagong who

were lncitl:? ple to observe
hartal on 1 tl?flouly last. Police
also recovered some cocktails

from another group of student
activists (madrasah students) at

with catastrophes

. F _{l.l-'-'_'
sive forces to

AL A ey

18th

the GEC terminus in Chit-
tagong. There is possibly noth-
ing wrong In vind catlnf
protests rough peacefu
march or even by observing
hartal. But none in the country
could possibly take comfort
when some disillusioned groups
Euzca.luu wtr:nd mndmhuny esca-
ng spasin mming u
support through appeals to viu[f
lence. It li:ey not hl;-:ever clear
whether they got the result they
intended to get or how much it
would help them politically.
But the great majority of popu-
lation were repelled by the show

week eovering 164h an
July t to the fdre the de-
structive beneath the sur-
face. But history has shown
that militancy on one side
breeds it on the other. People
only fear if the country is head-
ing toward a ter commo-
tion. The nting feud and
skirmishes in the campuses of
Rajshahi University, Islamic
University at Kushtia and Chit-
tagong University that often
lead to armed fighting taking
toll of vibrant and innocent
young lives are indications of
the deepening fissures that have
developed among different ideo-
logical groups in the society.

The Quranic principle and
the teachings of the holy
Prophet (SM) enjoin upon the
Muslims to practise tolerance
even in the face of severest
provocation but now suddenly
that - perception of tolerance
seems to have been shattered.
People are wondering if those
now campaigning for restora-

e —
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Hopefully, one day the world
find a solution to this prob-
lem without going through a
bloody war. I also believe 100
per cent of Bangladeshis are
against naked on of Is-
rael and the Zionist attack on
Muslims. We all condemn it and
pray to Allah for peace and
of the truth and Islam.
But pla politics on that
issue is equally criminal and
disgusting. Jamaat called for a
hartal in entire adesh and
BNP supported it to protest Is-
raeli action against Muslims.
Hartal? Against whom? How
has this hartal in Bangladesh
helped the Muslims and hurt
the Israelis? This is really dis-
gusting to see our politicians
could think people are just so
gullible that they would accept
anything they ua{. I think peo-
ple of BanFladcu should take
stern s against calling such
stupid hartal on such issues.
understand Jamaat is plaglr-
ing every tricks for divisive pol-
itics since their birth. at
about BNP? Are they going
crazy just like they went
before holding the election of
February 15th? Being the

largest opposition party in
B : mgwe  don

more re-
sponsible action from BNP. In
fact it is hi ratic for the
leadership of BNP to call for
any hartal since they said so
many things against hartal
while they were in power.
If they at all had to call for
, they could have found a
better reason. Surely, you need
not try to paralyze a country
that is supporting PLO and the
Muslim world since its birth.
We all have a difference of opin-
lon in politics. But one thing is
true that we are 100 per cent
against Israeli aggression on
Palestine and Muslim ummah
in the world. Let's not play
itics on that. Muslims
be united on this issue if we
want to face Zionism at all: not

destroy our own economy just

so that we can score some point
in politics.

t appears that current gov-
ernment of Bangladesh has
been doing a good job of attract-
ing foreign investors so far and
gljrcﬂlll}’ it will bring good re-

t in near future. We just can-
not afford these imching har-
tal anymore.

g F Islam, C[r}:gmr Slgpart

ngineer, A orp,

Ricﬂard_sm Texas. USA
Gordian knot

Sir, The bureaucrats were
given a hard knock by colum-
nist CAF Dowla (DS, July 9).
Looks like we also now need a
Family Planning programme
in the civil service. It is a
;trunglyf I:«c:rru:lﬁl.1 l;lealthy and

ungry family ch eats up 15
per cent of the GNP, as the
wth rate of the bureaucracy
exceeds that of the national
population!

There is a naughty idea to
break the Gordian knot : allow
the civil service to sit over and
El:bnt: the mndermuatiml';énd

immlnq down exercise ore
the live camera; or, rather,
anonymously before the radio
microphones, to be relayed na-
tion-wide for one hour only
once.
Since this suggestion would
not be in public interest, there
is an alternative. A secret poll
may be conducted by allowing
each Cadre to respond to a
carefully drafted questionnaire
on administrative reorganisa-
tion. The questionnaire should
ensure anonymity, and it may
not be drafted by the bureau-
crats. This may not work!

The broadcast of the JS de-
bates have created intense pub-
lic interest in democratic
mechanisms and institutions
(the medium affects the
— note how the MPs have
¢ tacticsl!). It is not a bad
idea elicit the views of the

service associations before the
members are commanded to
abide by the approved changes,
when it for these finally come.
The flywheel effect is a strong
deterrent.

A Zabr
Dhaka
Rajuk flying high
Sir, Part of mighty 'landlord’
RAJUK may also demol-

ished, before RAJUK under-
takes to demolish the unautho-
rised constructions in Dhaka
(as reported in the press). Iron-
ically, RAJUK is also the ap-
proving authority, more ap-
proachable through the back
door rather than the front. Sit-
ting in self-judgement, with the
government just watching?

Three government depart-
ments have achieved notoriety
for many years in three sectors
— gower. land and telephones
— due to the usual supply and
demand marketing situation.
Since all the previous regimes
had miserably failed to intro-
duce transparency therein,
there is only cun{:cture
abatement. The latest hot story,
is the construction of the con-
crete high-rise jungle around
the Gulshan lake/s Ey a foreign
consortium — not for those liv-
ing below the line.

The next session of the JS
should be lively, with wild
charges and mild denials.
Choose a career in governance
or marketing? The ma‘jurity
might choose the latter. Gloomy
omen for the political parties —
there might be shortage of
political workers, as in the

arment industry (DS, July 11).

oney drives, and bad money
drives faster. The days are
coming when the compound
interest in politics may
evaporate fast.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

-

mindset of the
senting the major opposition

%ﬁs game has been going
on, and will continue for gener-
ations. The playing
cease to exist in the future, u;]ﬁr
the mores and the players
change from time to time; as we
have seen since the 1940s.

tinuous
eration has to make contribu-
tions to refine the
ture and u
times, wi

moral and ethical limits.

also
of thinking and react in the
same manner, which are re-
vealed in the usual mud-sling-
ln% exercises resorted to in the
poli

polarised? The transpare
the intellectuals is more impor-
tant and critical than the be
haviour of the politicians, at
any

predicated on the assumption that the
activities. But to-day,

only... The reverberation from incidents

loudly all around and even overseas.

tion of [slamic values want
people to rediscover warrior
virtues that was once needed in
the days of the Prophet when [s-
lam faced great assaults and
stubborn resistances by the in-

fidels. Traunulgl: and ten-
ing things are in the
country. rts by the
media on 8th July last revealed
a sort of medieval barbarity

that took
pur village

place in the Joyram-
of Magura. Aulguu-

ther of her playmate. %ﬂe are
first order crimes that should
have drawn the attention of the
fundamentalist group who
along with others, espouse to es-
tablish principles of morality,
ethics and justice in the country
above an else.

Day in and day out, all these

of abuse are now

in e open. But why all these
dastardly acts should be on the
rise if we have become adher-

ents of re us princi and
virtues? Things are definitel
at odds between what we

and what we practise and the

dilemma starts from there.
Certain extremist political

groups, these days, bears the li-

on's share of the blame for the
calamity that has overtaken
the Eﬂl.l-l'ltl‘{. Some self-centred
fanatic political mup- have
the voverty's laciily poi i
the country’'s largely poor

illiterate populace to advance
their political cause — tactics

that have i paid off.
And sure enough, re-
ligious sentiments of ant

masses often have its desired ef-
fect, at least immediate. When
B adesh came into being in
1971, the new nationhood was
predicated on the assumption
that the cnunt?'l myriad
communities would be actively
involved in the developmental
activities. But to-day, we as a
nation seem to have appoint-
ments with catas
The reverberation from inci-
dents of terrorism, extortion-
ism, rape and killing have rung
loudly all around and even
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and as civil authority stands
helpless, rescue by one or a few
committed leaders may be ask-
ing for too much. Prime
pomgee b e i
tude o in country
suffered a lot the loss of
their near and ar ones,

hearth and home during the
liberation war of the country.
Peopie can't bear to see that this
country that attained its inde-

pendent status s0 much
of blood letting 1 gb into
shreds again machina-

tions of some self-styled, self-
centred ideologues.

The writer is Controller of
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OPINION

—

Intellectuals, Politics
and Religion

Abul M Ahmed

The opposition leadership

has criticised a section of our
intellectuals or thinkers for set

larisation, and a DS editorial
expressed concern over the
politicians repre-

field will not

Political evolution is a con-
, and each gen-

political cul-
date it to suit the
in the acceptable

Therefore, it is noted that

there would always be variable
or changing factors in the three
areas, namely, the input, the
processing, and the output of
political gamesmanship (Ques-
tion : the intellectuals influence
the politicians more, or is it the
other way
situation
time. Nothing in nature or cul-
ture is static.

The
all the

round?).
is dynamic

Other political parties are
into similar wa

tics of newly cnmrginf na-
uid-be

tions and budding wo

regimes, where the so-called
‘democra
This budding
the build-up exercises to estab-
lish the correct political culture

' has not taken root.
period is part of

in a deve society.
What ha s when the in-
tellectuals ome biased or

ncy of

point of time, as no other
up can decisively influence

the trend of politics, without
| l&rﬂﬂplﬁngh'i[mﬂﬂﬂ.

cause all can
visions of the utopia. It is not
difficult to draw up a checklist
of objectives and
which there could
consensus on the basis of es-
tablished principles. The differ-
ences arise over the

of the

amongst the intellectual, there I
is another extremist

ates with undeserved vehe- I
merice,

inated with political virus. What
is the definition of 'normal’ |
dmnﬂ tice of Islamic principles in
tlusrpoint at the higher levels.
Silence is not golden in this
case.

harmful effects of western cul-
ture via satellite and cable TV
and imported videotaped
grammes have been nﬁrt;
pointed by anxious
guardians of homes and the
ichi:lty. The regime should not
s
day-to-day Islamic practices, to
avoid mi
circles. A devout Muslim is not

necessarily a fundamentalist.
Pick on whom?

stand is clarified in no uncer-
tain terms, to remove

and the polarised intellectu
may also clarify whom they
mean when they launch non-
Polititnl attacks on Muslim
fundamentalists’.
matter of the heart (faith),
hence
rationality) should be
with care,
sensitive areas.

Governance looks easy be-
and have

s, over
a broad

tation phases.

Besides political tion

ous 'fundamentalism’ ia-
attacked by the moder-

to be contam-

life? There is silence on

a recent seminar the

out

y to encourage or support
ving in conservative

It would be better if the state

the head (logic/-

when treading |

Why do not the intellectuals

hold seminars and invite the
contestants to a series of de-
bates. for transparency and
public information and clarifi-
cation?




