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UNHCR urges |

' Clashes near Baitul
 Mukarram Mosque : |
10 hurt, 4 held

govt to ensure
- voluntary
repatriation
From A Monayem Khan

COX'S BAZAR, July 25: Gov-
ernment and represen-
tatives of tl‘lcmlll}HHCR met here
tonight as ingya refugees
opposed to repatriation contin-
ued to demonstrate in the

;n 90-minute meeti

held at the Roh Re gce
and triation e here
with and triation
Commissioner (RRC) A Q M
Qamrul Huda ting the

represen
t side. UNHCR mis-

governmen
sion chief in Ba:n%dmh Arun
Salanagram, UNHCR mission

chief in Myanmar Gueyn
S-:Eu:_rﬂoﬁddunfu CR at
its s Bazar office attended

requested

Bangladesh government to en-
sure voluntary repatriation of

Rohingya refugees residing in
two camps at Nayapara and

See Page 12 col 6

$120m ADB
loan for 2
projects

The rmment and the
Asian Development Bank have

dﬁmm ts for
1 m;m: iy
ars to ects
in the education and livtiimck

sectors, rmrtn UNB.
Both ents were

and ent Mitsuo Sato
the loan ts on
be of their sides.

The loans for the Second
Primary Education Sector Pro-
ject and the Participatory Live-
stock Development Frujcct
come from the Asian Develop
ment Fund, the ADB's soft Imm
window.

The interest-free loans are
repa in 40 years, incl
a 10-year grace period. an

a service charge of one per
Jper annum.

Under one agreement, the
ADH Irﬂl provide 100 mill.iun
a tntal cost nt‘ ﬂﬂ
mﬂ:liun S dollars.

The muitilateral donor
agency will co-finance the Par-
ticipatory Livestock Develop-
ment Project giving 19.7 mil-
lion US dollars, out of the total

See Page 12 col B

Dhaka-Sylhet
road link
_restored

HABIGANJ, July 25: The
road communication between
Dhlkluldaﬁhetmrem'ed

y after completing a

Rﬂt n hrid e uv:r river
after the
NB.

u:-:muu!&mmm-hmn
B 250-feet pon

:

upstream of the zf:u
lowing the highest five
pacity vehicles to pass.
also built for the

For Minister ﬁhdul

mlrf;hc i In
MCmu' MIHWIEL?H
‘-'..l" us
5 Army Staff Lt
ﬂmeml H u-m Rahman,

5

by Abdul Bayes
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Notes on Fredric
Jameson; and Fiction:
The fall
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International

"Weak' govt in New Del-
hi can't solve Kashmir
crisis: Benazir

Page 5
Business

DSE, CSE experience
bearish trend over
the week
l_'_nﬂr ]

By Staff Correspondent

At least 10 people were in-
jured in clashes between ac-
tivists of Islami Oikkya Jote
(I0J) and supporters of rulin
Awami League near the Baitu
Mukarram National Mo u:
after Jumma prayers yeste

Police lob five tear g
shells to disperse the gruups
and pickr:d up four persons
from the s

Police ad earlier clamped
Section 144, banning rallies
and demonstrations around the
mosque to prevent possible vio-
lence. Tension was prevailing
in the area for the last few days

disturbances at a July
17 Eid-e-Miladunnabi function
at the of the mosque
in presence of President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed. The Presi-
dnggf;ii}]gm cl;l.lunctinn with-
out it due to the dis-
turbances.

Khatib of the mosque,
Moulana Obaidul Huq., was
later served with a show cause
notice by the governing body of
tge Ial?ﬂmit tjli‘«:-um:lﬂtinu::pm
charging him with inciting the
disturbances. e

Some AL leaders and State
Minister for Religious Affairs

Ty L

A scene during clashes near Baitul Mokarram mosque yesterday.

Moulana Nurul Islam had ear-
lier urged 'peace-loving Mus-
lims’ to join yesterday's Jumma

rayers at the Baitul Mukarram

osque. Moulana Nurul Islam,
however, offered his Jumma
prayers at the Kakrail Mosque
yesterday. When contacted, the
state minister told The Daily
Star that he opted for not join-
ing the prayers at Baitul
Mukarram following advice
from senior colleagues.

The Jumma prayers at the
Baitul Mukarram was held
peacefully and Moulana
Obaidul Huq led the prayer as
usual. A number of sup-
porters ol the Islamic Oikkya
Jote (IOJ) and Awami League
attended the prayers.

After the munazat, a heg
ioup of 10J activists march

wn through the South Gate of

ue chanting 'La Ilaha

Illa.llah ogan and beat a 'Mu-

jib coat'-wearing Rickshaw

Sramik League worker, Nuru

Mia, just outside the mosque

grcmisca The Rickshaw

ramik League is a front organ-
isation of Awami League.

As the 10J supporters ad-

See Page 12 Col 4

A Rickshaw Sramik League
worker injured during the
yesterday’s clash.

PATNA, July 25; A state
litical leader with great ianl*
ence over India's central
ernment rulgned lﬂdl}“ after
his arrest on corru

ges was ordered,

wife his successor, A.'P
Bihar state amentary

affairs minister unath Jha

said Laloo Prasad Yadav han-

ded his resignation as Bihar
state's top elected official to the
state governor. Yadav's wife,
Rabri ., was named to fill
out his term at a meeting of
lawmakers belonging to his

Pmdrivernor AR Kidwai admin-

istered the oath of office to
Devi, who is not a member of
the state assembly. Fourteen
other min:;t:rl also were
sworn in at

"I quit mw wanted to
avoid unnecessary criticism,”
Yadav told reporters. "There
were all these cases and the
cam t me liti-

Paign__ agains by po

Yadav's departure will take

ssure off Prime Minister IK

, who has made it clear he

wanted him to step down as Bi-
har chief minister.

Shortly before Yadav re-

signed, Judge SK Lal had issued

Laloo Prasad Yadav
warrants for the arrest of the
chief minister and two of his
state cabinet ministers.

The order came a day after |
the Patna High Court rcj

Yadav's petition seeking "antic-
ipatory bail," or protection
against arrest by fi al inves-
tigators.

Within hours after the war-

See Page 12 Col 3
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r Iﬂloo qllits his Wife I Virus in genetic
sworn in as CM

— Star photo
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No progress in
talks between
DU VC and
student leaders

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) is determined to go with
its programme of indefinite
strike from tomorrow at the
Dhaka University as 'no set-
tlement' could be reached till
yesterday despite several
rounds of talks between the Vice
Chancellor and the leaders of
JCD and BCL, JCD sources said.

The strike was called Thurs-
day as Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) captured Surya
Sen Hall of the university
Wednesda fnuuwmlg an infight
of the JCD. The hall was one of
the stmnghulds of JCD.

Residents of Surya Sen Hall
as well as of the adjacent
Jasimuddin Hall, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Hall
and Muktijoddha Ziaur Rah-
man Hall were in panic, fearing
fresh trouble.

The central and university
unit leaders of JCD and BCL had
several rounds of talks with
Vice Chancellor Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury following Wednes-
day's incident to reach a peace-
ful solution.

It was initially decided that
only resident students of Surya
Sen Hall would be allowed to
stay in the hall after checking
their identity cards.

thpc the decision, leaders
of both the organisations went
to the hall yesterday evening
with the VC, Proctor and the

See Page 12 Col 2
Planting trees on
road dividers
criticised

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City Corporation's
Tk 1.2 crore ect to build di-
viders on different city roads
and planting trees on them has
come under severe criticism by
traffic officials and road users.

Officials at the traffic divi-
sion of the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) and road users
said trees in the middle of the
roads not only fail to gave
shade to the strians but
also create hazard by marrin
ﬂlihﬂltj As the trees sprea

oF Tast: "

moving vehicles. Moreover,

said, during storm these
trees fall on to the roads creat-
ing further hazard.

There is too little space in
the road dividers to plant such
big trees. At many parts of the
city. the roots of tI‘EES cracked
the dividers damaging the

See Page 12 Col 2
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India, Lanka clash
for Asia Cup today

COLOMBO, July 25: Reigning
one-day mastera Sri Lanka
clash with India in the Asia Cup
final here tomorrow confident
of addinig another title to their
growing list, reports AFP.

Arjuna Ranatunga s World
Cup champions appear invinci-
ble in Asian conditions having
won four of the last five one-day
tournaments held in the region.

Their 5-1 record against In-
dia over the last two seasons
makes the home team clear
favourites to avenge the defeat
in the last Asia Cup final at
Shaﬂljah F:::]n 1995,

ut atunga was w of
taking victuryg for grgfl{:d
against Sachin Tendulkar's In-
dians, against whum he scored

" Arjuna Ranatunga

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 805957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

an unbeaten century in the
league during a six-wicket

rumlE
ast records may favour us
but that does not count,” the
portly Sri Lankan captain said.

I have seen enough surprises in
one-day cricket not to take any-
thlng for granted.

ut | am confident we will

do well. We want to win as many
tournaments as we can.”

The Sri Lankans showed
their prowess by winning all
their rnatr.:h:s in the pre-
liminary league also featuring

Pakiatan and ICC champions
Bangladesh.

€ Indians had their match
against Pakistan washed out af-

S-eeFHgt' 12 CnlE

Steptocheck'whﬂespotwrus

Imported shnmp fries to
be kept in ‘quarantine’

By Govinda Shjl

The government has decided
that imported shrimp fries be
kept in 'quarantine’ for some
time by the importers to be sure
that those are not diseased, ac-
cording to officials of the Fish-
eries Department.

But no deadline has been
fixed to enforce the decision,

the decision as soon as possible,
but we don't have a definite
time-frame,” said a senior offi-
cial of Fisheries Department.
Shrimp cultivators lost Tk
901.77 crore in last two years
because of infection by an in-
curable ‘'white spot' virus, which

kills shrimps within 24 hours.

| It is thought that the virus was

carried into the country by im-
ported shrimp fries.

The virus usually attacks ar-
eas of intensive shrimp culti-
vation but, in 1996, it infected
56 per cent of the traditiunall}r
cultivated shrimp farms. How-
ever, this has now come down to
about 22 per cent after some

overnme: tlniliated rem&dlal

pa.rtment hnpu tht: sit-
uation under mntrnlt-{bl;"l 998.

A government probe com-
mittee had sent infected shrimp
samples to Sterling University
in Britain for investigation,
which said, "the virus was re-
sponsible for contamination of
water of over 30,000 hectares.”

See Page 12 Col 1

system causes

v

GENEVA, July 25: A newly-
discovered virus hidden in the
human genetic
responsible for diabetes by

rumpung an attack by the

y's natural defences on the
cells that produce insulin,
Swiss researchers have found.
reports AFP.

The team led by Bernard
Conrad and Bernard Mach of
Geneva, alded by colleagues
frnm Zurich and in Italy,

y the discovery has impor-

tant im Ilcatlum for :
prevern and mtmmﬂﬂﬂ:t
disease.

rted

Their discovery is re
in the latest issue of the
entific journal Ctﬂ:.:
Awrdgg to Swiss team,
a so-cal retrovirus which
exists in the human

ates Iymphocytu key ﬁ:lll in

the immune
The attack the

cells me: which
See Page 12 Col 5

The WHO-recommended pro-
gramme for use of medicated
mosquito nets by people living
in the ‘endemic or malaria
prone zone' could not be intro-
duced this year as the insecti-
cide — Synthetic pyrethroid —
was not available due to a gov-
ernment ban on its import

According to sources in the
Health Directorate, the ban was
imposed by the Commerce
Ministry in il last year say-
ing that it was too harmful for
fresh water creatures. Chemical
tests showed that the insecti-
cide also widely used in agricul-
ture sector, had bad effects on
living beings. It is sprayed in
paddy fields which ultimately
contaminates nearby water
bodies. threatening the exis-
tence of aquatic life. The ban
came into effect as test results
proved it.

Representatives from the

By Naimul Haq

Health Directorate, at a

of Pesticide Technical
Committee (PTAC), asked for
continued use of the insecticide

but got a negative response.
WHO r director from
Delhi had come to Dhaka soon

after the ban to hold talks with
the authorities concerned on
the matter. He, however, could
not convince the authorities to

lift the ban.

The ban was partially lifted
on March 8 this year allowing
use of the insecticide in public
health sector. The of the
ban, however, did not benefit
the programme for control uf
the ‘vector borne disease’ spe
cially in the malaria-prone
Chittagong Hill Tracts [8
because it was still not avail-
able, the sources pointed out.

‘It will take at least three
months before the first con-

signment of the imported in-

Insecticide needed for medicated
mosquito nets not available

secticide arrives in the country.
At present there is hardly any
stock of the medicine with the
Health Directorate to continue
the programme. It has to wait
till the next season before the

amme can be restarted.” a

th Directorate official said.

The dru% treated mosquito
nets were first t:utcd in the
country in 1986 in a number of
areas in Sylhet and Chittagong
divisions. e test was success-
ful. The authorities then used
the medicated bed nets to con-
trol malaria which spread in
epidemic form in Thaherpur of
Sunamganj district and
Kalmakanda of Netrakona dis-
trict. Abut 30,000 e in the
areas were affect by the
deadly disease in 1994

“The medicated mosquito
nets to be a very effective
tool for control of malaria”.

See Page 12 Col 7

diabetes? |

system could be |

p—

The computer de t of
adesh University of E
ng and Technol (BU
hu been entrusted with the re-
sibility of supervising in-
I]lIH-Dn nf automation sys-
tcm in share trading in Dhaka
Stock Exchange ( ).

The responsibility was given
to BUET computer experts after
a DSE review committee de-
tected " larities and weak-

ne:nn in the installation

done by a Singa-
pure baﬂ‘US company, Tan-
dem International.

The BUET experts will now
'Irrvilc the whole work. They

submit preliminary report
on the ess of work within
six weeks, DSE Chairman M A
Haq Howlader told The Daily
Star.

The BUET was given the re-
sponsibility on Wednesday af-
ter discussion at the DSE coun-
cil meeting, he said. Further in-
stallation work will n after

Eetting green nignal rom the

1111: review mn:lm'lttu ques-
tioned the ‘'viability and
amount of the contract’ with the

Wedding of
Col Rashid’s
daughter

Wedding of Mehnaz Rashid,
daughter of Col (retd) Abdur
id Khandaker, an abscond-
ing accused in the bandhu
murder case, fook place in the
city on Thursday, reports UNB.
A small number of close rel-
atives were present at the sim-
ple ceremony at the bride's resi-
dence at Gulshan, said a press
release issued by the groom's fa-

ther yesterday.
¢ bridegroom Shakeeb
Ahmed Ju ., an MBA from

Bangkok University and son of
a former director of Bangladesh
Shell Juned A Chowdhury, is a
senior executive in Banque In-
dosuez in Dhaka.

The release said Mehnaz's
mother and Shakeeb's parents
have expressed regrets for the
inconvenience's caused to the
invitees due to cancellation of
the wedding and walima recep-
tions for reasons beyond their
control.

The marriage ceremony and

See Page 12 Col 4

By Rafiq Hasan

US company.

The contract was signed on
January 16. As per the contract,
the company is to install the
system in nine months.

The review committee in its
reports alleged that the com-
pany has now resorted to dilly-
dally tactics regarding ship-
ment of the ‘main computer sys-

Aziz Mohammad
Bhai surprised

Business tycoon Aziz Mo-
hammad Bhai yesterday won-
dered why his name was linked
with the death of filmstar
Salman Shah.

"l have also seen anamcg
the rrw'lﬁapcrs ." he told UNB
phone when his comment was
sought about a confessional
statement of Rezvi Ahmed to
the CMM court on Tuesday last.

After the dramatic arrest
from the house of Neela
Chowdhury, mother of late
Salman, Rezvi reportedly
named Aziz Mohammad Bhai

See Page 12 Col 5
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BUET experts now to oversee
DSE computerisation

tem’'. demanding some amend-
ments to the ent.

"The DSE has already paid
25 per cent of the total cﬂst of
the project amounting to 1.76
million US dollars, but received
nothing tangible from the con-
tractor,” the report said.

The report expressed doubt
whether Tandem will at all de-
liver the computer system and
carry out the work as per con-
tract.

It further alleged that the
DSE management signed the
contract with Tandem against
the interest of the DSE. The
company earlier installed au-

tomation system in Stock Ex-
change in Chittagong, Calcutta

and Madras at less than half
the amount contracted with the
DSE, it alleged.

As per the contract. Tandem
will receive 90 per cent of the
contracted amount before au-
tomated trading system be-
comes operational. Therefore,
the total financial liability for

the success or failure of the sys-

termn will fall on the DSE, the re-
port mentioned.
See Page 12 Col 7
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No accord yet on
using Ctg port
for transit,
Lok Sabha told

NEW DELHI. July 25: The
Bangladesh government has so
far not agreed to provide facili-
ties for using Chittagong Port
for transit nf Indian goods,
Minister of State for Commerce
Dr BB Ramaiah told the Lok
Sabha today, reports BSS.

Replying to a question in
Parliament he said the Indian
government had taken several
steps to improve trade with

Bangladesh.
Ramaiah said the India-

Bangladesh trade agreement
l:)rmridea most favoured nation

MFN) status to each other and
added that under the SAARC
Preferential Trading Arrange-
ment (SAPTA) agreement, India
had so far provided tariff con-
cessions on 572 tariff lines to
Bangladesh, which included au-
tomobile batteries, cosmetics
and toiletries, dyes, paints,

See Page 12 Col 1
Eden College

Some students
didn’t vacate

hostel
By Staff Correspondent

Despite an order from the
college authorities to vacate the
hostel, a number of students of
Eden University College did
not leave their rooms till yes-
terday.

"A number of students were
still occupying the old dormi-
tory rooms disobeying authori-
ties’ order,” the principal of the
college told The Daily Star. "l
assume, there are about 60 stu-
dents inside the dormitory de-
fying the order,” she added.

Police was deployed around
the hostel building. There was
no report of any untoward inci-
dent inside the dormitory. The
students had locked the main
entrance of the dormitory.,

The principal said the situa-
tion on the campus was 'nor-

See Page 12 Col 4

Housewife held
for torturing

J-yr-old.maid. . .

Police have arrested a
housewife in the city allegedly
for torturing a seven-year-old
maid, reports UNB.

Mahmuda Akhter was ar-
rested from their house at Khil-
gaon Tilpapara Thursday t
in absence of her husband
ran Khan, Advocate, aald a

ss release of the Bangladesh

ociety for Enforcement of
Human Rights (BSEHR).

The :Irgest fnllnwcdh 1:im“ﬂlng of
a gener i with Sabujbagh
thana by theag‘}EHR. j

It said Emran brought So-
hana, daughter of one Abdul
Latif of village Chandala in
Comilla district, to Dhaka _
taking the responsibility of her
study.

But, Emran engaged the mi-
nor girl in household works
and he and his wife unleashed
torture on her. Even they tor-
tured her by pouring water
mixed with chilli powder in her
eyes, Mahmuda confessed to

police.
See Page 12 Col 5

Five hurt in
Ctg gunfight

CHITTAGONG, July 25: At
least five people were injured in
a gunfight between two rival
qu ps of ‘'mastans' in Panch-

sh thana in the town today,

reports UNB.

Wimm said the clash be-
ﬁaﬂnh between the two groups at

aman Nagar at about 3:15
pm over establishing supre-
macy in the area. ex-
changed some 20 rounds of
shots and exploded several
El;_lckmfdunng the 15-minute

t.

Of the injured. Abul Kalam
Shahin was admitted to Chit-

:;ang Medical College Hospi-

H{EHEE uil uﬂm
'ﬂ! ﬂ'[‘-ﬁ'lnl

T, IHH{IEHH'IIT!HJ
HT |I 'frnh ﬂ1HI1r|’T‘

i -Fllnr.|||l = |IHL1| i IF|I1II||THN |l|+ll1r ity

R |||ﬂ|[‘

u||||||l||n.:| I| ||J|:|

ijfii |

i :iE -: | .:

I!

'I'F':E-'|
W
i

|| ||||| HII "1l |||||1| Ii |I|I [HH 1r|||||||| |p| AW h jil |r||||F|I ‘i |;|| ||1'|| . !'l:- --.I'E"I i
.|||l+| ml '|,|'n uulwlwu|u'uum|-'Im="|"f||"'f|nu'f A T CTex g pemmmesimm
| o AR




