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The Power Blue

With the whole nation incapacitated for two
hours by a massive power failure on the night be-
fore last, what a damning indictment issues on the
PDB's supine and inept maintenance of transmis-
sion circuitry on the strategically vital East-West
Inter connector. Only on May 3 were we plunged in
a similarly pitch-dark helplessness. That lesson
went shamefully unlearnt.

Leave aside the tossing of power generation ga
and the occasional wailing over these and calls for
patience before FDIs flowed in to wipe out the MW
deficits, what was involved in the present case cen-
tred pat on our poor handling of whatever little we
have. It is the transmission circuit No 1 of the in-
terconnector the PDB personnel must have known
like the thumb of their hands which developed a
fault that by domino effect rendered the generators
of Ghorasal power station inoperative in a cascad-
ing succession. This tripping in a chain of disor-
ders raises at least three questions, if not more:
first, isn't there a built-in red alert device st
an impending disaster, particularly where heavy-
duty essential service-catering equipment like
transformers, circuit-breakers or generators are
involved? Secondly, has there been inspection-
based hour-by-hour appraisal of the conditions of
such a vital component of the transmission net-
work? Thirdly, isn't there any fall-back mecha-
nism to head off a total collapse?

The way the PDB authorities seem caught by
surprise each time a major accident takes place
may well be indicative of two things — either they
do not know their plants or equipment too well or
that they are being discreet in sharing information
on their functioning status. This lack of trans-
parency must go. By keeping us in the dark about
the present state of the technology they are doing a
disservice to the nation. Quite pertinently we ask
what has come of the investigations ordered into
the massive power failure we had had a couple of
months ago?

The unmitigated disaster in the national power
grid has proved economically crippling and physi-
cally inconveniencing and risky to the old people
and children in particular. Power failure on such a
scale is unheard of in any country especially at the
fag end of the Twentieth Century and sends an-
other awkward signal to foreign investors.
Wednesday night's experience has jolted the whole
nation's confidence in the sense of remedial ur-
ﬂency reflected by Energy Minister Nuruddin Khan.

e must now do all he can to spare the nation from
another such plunge in total darkness.

Politics of Convenience
Dhaka University's tuition fee for students has

early years of Pakistan.'! Now that the university
authority is contemplating a raise ifi the tuition
fee both for the arts and science faculties, student
organisations have started showing their resent-
ment against it. The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) has already announced its protest pro-
gramme. We won't be surprised if the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) follows suit. After all, popu-
lar politics here gets, more often than not, the bet-
ter of rational and pragmatic consideration.

Student organisations making an issue of this
may be convenient politics, but it is obviously in-
consistent with the changes that have taken place
over the years in economic terms by which educa-
tion at the university has become more costly for
the students. How? Examination fees and other
charges have registered increases many times
more. If the students can pay those €s, SO can
they a reasonably increased tuition fee. The other
charges realised from the students do not go to the
university fund. If the tuition fee is raised, it
would.

And who does not know that the university
needs to increase its income both for meeting its
higher expenses and also for consolidating its au-
tonomous status? We believe the university au-
thority is not going to raise the tuition fee arbitrar-
ily. There is no point in continuing with the rates
of tuition fees or seat rents that were fixed, say, in
the British period. It does not make any economic
sense. The value of 10 or 12 rupees of that time in
today's price should come to a big amount. Why
complain if the rates are fixed much lower than
that amount? Reaping dividends from this issue
may be politically expedient for the student fronts
of political parties, but it might prove self-defeat-
ing for the university in the ultimate analysis.

Tender-related Thuggery

According to a report carried in a Bangla daily, a
| group of terrorists detained two contractors for
several hours so that they could not submit their
| tenders on time. Earlier the two contractors' ten-
der forms and treasury fees were snatched away
I and the Dhaka City Corporation was forced to in-
vite tender for the second time cance the orig-
inal one for its public work. The message is clear:
that mastans are powerful enough to frustrate any
tender bid by genuine contractors. Not only did the
terrorists prevent the two contractors from com-
in the first tender bid, but they also made it

a point to do the same for the second time.

This incident is not an exception, rather it has
become a rule in the city as well as all across the
I cnunh-¥. If the thugs can do what they did just in

front of the mayor's office, there should not be any
doubt left about their reach and influence. The
whole business community has become a helpless
victim of circumstances characterised by tender-
related thuggery, toll collection and musclemanry.
Much of the development work has to be adjusted
with extortionist demands, forcing a compromise

on A?il;:;lig

e arrest of terrorists like Bikash, such
mﬁ-lgement on tender business should have re-
ceived a jolt. Clearly it has not. We, therefore, re-
quest the home ministry to keep up with its %ood
work and put all the terrorists behind the bar.
Business and development work must be allowed
to progress in glae much free and peaceful a social
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Putting People in the Centre of Our Thoughts

| Acwﬂ society represents

the ordinary members of

a society. They are

either organised professional
Eroups or unor sed people
such as the rural poor. The vast
majority of the gorulntlun.
irrespective of their class,
rel . ethnicity and cultmi'_e.
of a

represents the Civil
country. A Civil society aims at
creating a society in which its
members can live in peace,
honour and dignity free from
fear of an . It co-operates
with the State functionaries for

romoting democracy in its
ruest term — a democr
which pre-supposes free and
fair election and guarantees
effective partjcipation of the
people in the decision

process at all levels o
administration. Transparen
in and accoun -

governance

ity of the State functionaries
are essential requirements of a
ood Government. Besides

tisation, a Civil
strives for pollution-free envi-
ronment, realisation of human
R&htl. l-ulutlﬂil of problems
e poverty, illiteracy. migra-
tion, social conﬂjct..ﬂfld elimi-
nation of discrimination
t women. A Civil society
8o strives for impr the
quality of life and emphasises
moral values and character
building of the people from
younger age. Of course, these are
also the aims and o of
a Government, but a Civil soci-
ety comes forward when the
Government fails to meet the
tation; it may
also itself initiative or co-
operate with the Government

for achieving these objectives.

we wish to the
Constitution in which we
sought to enshrine the
principles of government of the
people, for the ¢ and by the
p:‘}clplc. let us resolve not to be
tardy in the recognition of the
evils that lie across our path
and which induce people to pre-
fer government for the to
overnment by the people, nor
be weak in our initiative to
remove them.”" These are the

words of BR Ambedkar, who pi-
loted the Indian Constitution

some 47 years to secure all
citizens justice, liberty, equal-
ity and fraternit

Against the gackgruund of
rioting in Maharashtra and Gu-
Ia.rat a few dﬂ' ago, it is clear

tardy is the country in re-
gonising evils, much less re-
moving them from the path.

The society is more caste ridden
and more divided than ever be-

gave teo Constitution
which has held the country to-
gether. |

For their political ends or
personal ego. many the
upper castes, who trade in ha-
tred, have disturbed the rhythm
of life in Maharashtra and Gu-
would like to fo-
ment similar troubles in the
rest of the country. Their prej-
udice against dalits is so deep
and liberalism so superficial
that they will go to any extent to
deny the dalits equality. They
want to who rules the so-
ciety. They would rather de-
stroy the policy than concede
the tremendous service that
Ambedkar, a dalit, has rendered
to the and even to the
Hindu society, which never
treated him or people like him
as human ;

As lunf as the Constitution
is there, India will remain in-
debted to Ambedkar. He has

Participants of the Asia Pa-
cific Civil Society Forum repre-
sent a vast geographical area
where diverse socio-political
conditions exist; but some of
the problems as referred to are
common to Civil societies of all
the countries in this region. To
appreciate the ems faced
by the Civil society of
Bangladesh, a brief historical
background is :

Bangladesh, as we all know,
is a part of the Indian sub-con-
tinent and as such it inherits
five thousand years of the sub-
continent's common history
begi from the days of In-
dus-valley Civilisation down to

the middle of this current cen-
tury. The sub-continent was

led the British Imperial
dox r for about two hundred

years from the middle of the

by Justice Shahebuddin Ahmed
President of Bangladesh

——

A slightly edited version of the speech

given

yesterday at the Second Assembly of the Asia
Pacific Civil Society Forum.

ple's verdict, it was believed
that Democracy would be the
main pillar of the new state
structure of Fakl:!ag havin

two wings, separat om eac

other gf about two thousand
miles Indian territory. But
this natural expectation was
not fulfilled. During the 24
ears of existence of united
akistan, 14 years were the pe-
riod of unconstitutional, auto-
cratic military Government.
The Civil society of the then

avowed ﬂ?j:cur\{:gh of E:ltldbl:llh*
ing people's ts under a
democratic set-up. Its Constitu-
tion ac as its
main pillar, but here also, in
Bangladesh, democratic

got a %bmk and mﬂnaryby ‘bm;.ulc
was im twice t-
ing the Constitution. The mili-
tary rule in covered
about fourteen out of twenty-
five years of its Independence.,
This military rule was over-
thrown by a mass movement of

Again, for enforcement of

rights of

Judiciary is

provision is there in the Consti-

:juuun for inde of Ju-
iclary and its separation from

the Executive: but all the

litical parties speak ve
about it, this
the Constitution has not been
im ted. This is because

m itical parties who speak

from the Executive be re-
alised.
Civil of Bangladesh

Let us have a shared vision — vision for protecting our communities, culture and habitat from invasion from
all quarters. We sincerely wish to see that the Century we are about to step in will be better than the one we

18th century to the middle of
rips g '}mwﬁhm they m
August 1947,

up their rule and left giving us
Ind=pendence. But the -
dence came at the cost of the
unity of the sub-continent; two
States — India and Pakistan —
were created out of it and

Bnnm. formerly East Ben-
glrélunnnl'; u‘:F :

2l A

tioning India came In
ment of the demand of the Mus-
lims of the Sub-continent based

on free of their opin-
jon thro general elections.
Since Pakistan was a result of

democratic expression of peo-

East Pakistan, now  all classes of people including
, did not this students, workers and intellec-

position. It thwarted the at-
tempt of the Central Govern-
ment to impose upon the major-
ity people the | e of the
minority as the te lan-
guage of the country. This mili-
tary regime was ultimately
ousted power in 1969 by a

monf movement of the people
of this of the then Pak-
istan. s was followed by the
Liberation of this wing from the
autocratic rule of the Central

authority.

Bangladesh was born as a
People’'s Republic with the

tuals. was restored
in the beginning of 1991. It
provides for the Central Gov-
ernment, alo th local Gov-
ernment at all is of the ad-
ministration. To this restora-
tion of . contribution
of the Civil is the great-
est. To oversee the enforcement
of fundamental rights as en-
shrined in the Constitution a
number of Human Rights
Committees have been set up by
the Civil society. In addition,
the present Government is go-
ing to set up an I dent
Human Rights Commission.

K:'nhkmn which are not found
other countries of this re-
gion. Political ., here as
elsewhere, formulate public
"E:pm f.nd Hﬁ'
s or

ﬂumuﬂ&nm-
cal parties here do not hesitate
to any means, fair or foul,

to achieve this objective of

power-ca use stu-
dents, industrial work-force

and even religion for political

purpose. There is hardly any

atmosphere for -
suit of in the -
tional institutions from where
all moral values and education
itself are fast evaporating.

people, an independent
and clear

Labour wings of par-
ties are in-
- seriously o

r

i
|

|

¥
aég
:

E58

i
AReE

E

f

s

creative

During the days of Mahatma Gandhi, there were movements to do away with the caste system. There is none
today. Jawaharlal Nehru tried to fight the caste system administratively. He asked the officers not to mention

contribution to Hinduism is by
no means less significant. Mil-
lions of dalits like him wanted
to embrace Buddhism en bloc
because of the humiliation they
suffered in the society. But an
appeal by top Hindu leaders
them in the fold.

Had the dalits quitted, the
iyl Lot Lo
tu e ove r-
ity nfBZEr cent m“t].lj'leucmnmqfry
Despite the long and unending
discrimination and segrega-
tion, the dalits or, for that mat-
ter. Ambedkar's followers have
continued to stay Hindus. They
have no reason to be because the
treatment of hatred continuous

fore. Now we also have ple, to be meted out to them.
bind with prejudice, d
the statues of Ambedkar in the I was surprised to find the
. Seme them are’  Other day in a Haryana vill
“Yau 1hosks 0 IProve thia 07 ([ only, metres from D
[ 'he was & toady, the one’whg"! - the same distance

I
upper castes and the dalits
wﬂﬁh I precepted several

decades ngo The two have sepa-
rate habitations, separate
wells, separate crematoriums
and separate of gather-
ing. For the ts, it is the same
tration of their dwellngs slon
ation of their
narrow hole-filled places. Sﬁg
cial contact between the upper
and lower castes is rare. An in-
ter-caste marriage is unthink-
able. "The couple will be mur-
dered,” said an upper caste
member while raising his voice.

I wish the Hinduvta ideo-
logues would write on the pri-
vations of dalits or the rigours
of caste system to shame the

Yatra to t the evils
of caste in em:aodcty. I

wish he could realise that peo-
ltarcmureggortnntthana
andir. The . supposed to

Al
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Sena, which makes no S equality in the economic field.
about its bias the dalits. ane, he said: "We
o bl "E'eth ave a socidty based on the

- n ance-wi 5 b
ehaction: - aieh s ds sleratien T

caste

their name.

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delkhi

never initiated a movement
against segregation, which
most of their leaders practice.
For the BJP, the dalits are
litical commeodity, not social.
t is sheer power politics that
dictates its policies. In Uttar
Pradesh, it sups with the dalits’
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
because it gives it a share in
wer, It ali itself in Ma-
ashtra with the ruling Shiv

in the next. general election
with an eye on power at the Cen-
tre. S . the BSP should ac-
cept as y?“ 5 whichli:l
not changed that
theuppercastﬂpmoﬁc:yhmn.
superior to the lower castes.

Durln% the days of Mahatma
Gandhi, there m:};: movements

to do away with the caste sys-
tem. There is none today.
Jawaharlal Nehru tried to ﬂgﬁt
the caste systemn administra-
tively. He asked the officers not
to mention caste against their
name. Nameplates came up in
the secretariat and elsewhere
without sumames. He had even
the column on caste deleted
from application forms. Now
all that is gone. The caste has
come back with a .

In some states like UP and
Bihar, even the judiciary has
report got divided on caste
lines. All political parties are,
in a way, en caste be-
cause they treat the dalits and

been described its father. His

Safe food preparation

Sir, Food-borme diseases are

common in
Bangladesh. Almost everyone
experienced episodes of vomit-
ing or diarrhoea attributes of
‘food poisoning’' from time to
time. The fi poisoning may
be due to bacteria, e.g.,
salmonella or shigella; bacte-
staphylococcal
enterotoxin (the most common
form of food poisoning) or viral,
parasitic, fungal organisms or
their toxin products or may he
chemical in origin.

Therefore, hygienic prepara-
tion of food is essential to good
health. World Health anisa-
tion (WHO) has issued a list of
ten 'golden rules' for "safe food
preparation,” as follows:

) Choose foods processed for
safety: while many fqoods, such
as fruits and vegetables, are best
in their natural state, others
simply are not safe unless they
have rocessed.

2) Cook food thoroughly.
Many raw foods. most no hﬁr
poultry, meat and unpas-
teurised milk, may be contami-
nated with disease-causing or-
ganisms. Thorough cooking
will kill the pathogens.

3) Eat cooked foods immedi-
ately. When cooked foods cool
to room temperature, micro-or-
ganisms begin to proliferate.

4) Store cooked foods care-
fully. If you must prepare foods
in advance or want to left-
overs, be sure to store them un-
der either hot (near or above
60°C) conditions.

o) Reheat cooked foods thor-
oughly. This is your best pro-
tection against micro-organ-
isms that may have developed
d storage.

6) Avoid contact between raw
foods and cooked foods. Safely
taminated. througn aven n:

na rough even the
slightest contact with raw food.
atedly.
you start preparing fnodbe{nr:?
P an
after every interruption, espe-
cially if you have to change
ave been to the toilet.

extremel
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8) Keep all kitchen surfaces
meticulously clean. Since foods
are so easily contaminated, any
surface used for food prepara-
tion must be absolutely clean.

9) Protect foods from insects,
rodents, and other animals.
Animals frequently carry
pathogenic micro-organisms
which cause food-borne dis-
eases. Storing foods in closed
containers is your best protec-
tion.

10) Use safe water. Safe wa-
ter is just as important for food
preparation as for drinking. If
you have any doubts about the
water supply. boil water before
adding it to food or making ice
for drinks. Be especially careful
with any water used to prepare
an infant's meal,

MJ ir Alam

M Phil research fellow, DU &
Mrs Khurshida Begum

Rajuk UMS College, Dhaka

What shields
muggers?

Sir, Muggings have reached
epidemic proportions in our
beloved mega-city Dhaka,
where everyday many cases of

such incidents are reported. If
we could take statistics on these
known and unreported cases
the figure would astonish even
the law enforcement authori-
ties. In almost all cases, it is the
young men in groups of
two/three invariably on motor
cycles or on three-wheelers that
carry out such act at any time of
the day. The young ones do not
do it for drugs any more; they
now do it for rewards.

They now want everything
like the Nike shoes, the de-
signed clothes and some pocket
money for entertainment, and
they are not p d to work
and save. Muggers can make
substantial sum in one/two
minutes. The other day two li-
cenced advocates were mugged
near the High Court Building.
The young ladies could not iet
any assistance or record the
three-wheeler's number in fear.

Many other women and men in
our circle have been mugged in
the streets of the me lis. A
friend of mine was held up at
knife-point and robbed as he

ut the key in the door to his

at. Recently, a couple was fol-
lowed right from the time they
took the rickshaw and mugged
of their belongings in broad
day-light.

What factors in our society
generally then shield these
muggers opcratin% under the
very nose of the law enforce-
ment authorities? To my mind,
the following conditions help
these youths: indifference of
our community to the ﬂlfht of
others: runaway growth of pop-
ulation of the city; increase of
slums and thereby unemploy-
ment, vices etc.; failure of the
political parties (when in

power) to evolve system of
check on minor crimes and na-
ture of punishment muggers
generally get; not enough bold
printing ol registration number
on the vehicles; our careless-
ness in carrying valuables, and
finally, system of payment in
cash even. govern-
ment/autonomous bodies do
not accept cheques or credit
cards.

A Citizen

Dhaka
Stages of
transparency

Sir, Three cheers for the gov-
ernment and the police for
rounding up some top criminal

gangs running havoc in the so-

cie?.

ustice delayed is justice
denied. The public have devel-
oped a sceptical image of ﬁolicc
processing of cases. The -
ing judicial reforms have held
up lakhs of pending cases.

In administration, the back
door is in the forefront (in suc-
cessive regimes).

"The system.” It stinks. We
need an internal revolution to

speed up routine work. An-
nounce — no please,
A Husnain

Dhaka

the backward as vote banks, not
human beings. Whenever there
are protests t such an ap-
proach, the low against un-
touchability is cited as if a so-
cial evil is eliminated through
legislation.

Ambedkar had warned that
India could lose its democratic
system if it did not pay atten-
tion to two things. One, equality
on the social and, two, in-

s elevation
some and degradation for oth-
ers.” Even 50 years of in-
dependence, the unequal society

among scheduled castes,
clally the educated amon
them, to claim social accep-
tance.”

Regardin

mdnuttnbem.m&-

has
parities have increased re-
gionwise, religionwise and
. The obsession with

tion has silenced even

a discussion on the ideal

Nor does it ever talk
rijualistically. .
M iFor our rulers nna;:#em
seems to matter, not way it
is amassed. When one sees top
ministers and bureaucrats at
lavish parties while millions

the economic -

jective enunciated
le of the Constitution.

o
5

Such should have
meés for discussions and
' hatréd

rualnﬁ.- Ambedkar, tge mr

castes only .alienate the

who believe that he fought for

The Lost and Found Story
and Responsibility

by Chandra Shekhar Das
What some guardians of a school-goer did on a momentary impulse is a very diluted
coniribution to social restlessness when compared against the unabated cultivation of
irresponsibility by our politicians.
WO days after he was re- Apparently not. For all prac- n to make
I Eurt;d missing, little tical ﬂ’.?ou'};' their vented - the mtgt of distance be-
was rescued by the  anger the effect of a fresh tween people and the law en-
law enforcing agency on the  dose of anathema upon forcers.
tenth of July. U i anda;l “t.h:gllrecdfbnt llw::tﬂm hﬂltmﬁ ardians of a
one : u%ou social justice or- school-goer on a momen-
child-lifters acP lift this der. is a diluted
school-goer on his way back If read in the backdrop of contribution to social restless-
home. Neither any always-on- those s, the latest inci- ness when compared
the-cards accident accounted dent of fatal mob violence that the unabated cultivation of ir-
for his houdini act that led to resulted in the dewitted death of responsibility by our iti-
the 'unjustified’ hullabaloo, five young men, tends to lose a - cians. In their to
tears tension ot _ as a

Zeeshan was reportedly
found in the vaﬁnntu‘ centre at
ce

Mirpur after police, Rroddnd
the pressure of public cnnml?ny
through media coverage,
launched a successful drive at
the possible nooks and corners
to ferret out the missing lad.
The return of an unscathed
Zeeshan desirably nipped a
sensational child-lifting story
in the bud. But it gave birth to a
few disturbing thoughts.
Thoughts that may look pretty
disconnected at the first sight
but viewed from the of so-
ciety as an inter-linked organic
whole and the ripple effect of
every isolated and small inci-
dent has on it, they exhort the
incorporation of a badly missed
ingredient in our national
character — responsibility.
Zeeshan, as the press re-
Eorttd. was a little boy whom
is natural sense of wonder
pulled out of the worn-out track
of the routine, monotonous life
for a walk down the line of ad-
venturism. In this world of
anti-heroes he, perhaps, being
influenced by the tales in the
advt:n:t:ture I::jmka. made a futile
attempt to do anmcl.hlnﬁ extra-
ordinary, if not exactly heroic.
What Zeeshan did was an in-
stance of the fantastic ec-
tions of a child's mind. But | am
afraid. the same cannot be said
about what some guardians of
Zeeshan's schoolmates did.
While the lost kid was being es-
corted home to his eager
uardians, they staged a
emonstration on streets adja-
cent to the school airing s
against child-lifters. True,
had reasons to panic over the
sudden disappearance of a
school student. Particularly af-
ter being pitted meéntally
against the child-lifters, cour-
tesy all those confirmed, un-
confirmed reports of child-
lifting. But did their outburst
which sounded more of an im-
pulsive act help the matter in

any way ?

mob

tions, people's wrath

justice will naturally
over": These are the stock de-
fence mechanisms we resort to.

We camouflage our own irre-
sponsibility in the failure of a
few individuals of a system.
This is a self-defeating tech-
nique. Such a restive and
tile state of the is a
godsent for the criminals and
people who mluut to settle old
scores. A simple query to our-
selves would mnﬁlale case
clearer. How many 'real' child-
cases have
in the so far? How man
?hﬂﬂ{i have been
or t matter? In comparison
consider the deaths due to mob-
m:hlng on mere suspicion..
nd these deaths are to
Fo unaccounted for in terms of
al responsibjlity. Because
e of law has no place when
mob rule 5
That leaves us with a

very
disturbin ssibility that
these cnuls hepothe of or-

at one mpo& irrespon
slhilftr considerably embold-
ened the - rtunists and
criminally inclined religious
zealots to insult a widely ven

erated like Justice Sha
h-b‘adtﬁﬁrﬁanm. the

-

of the republic and too in a
function in reli-
us sentiment. with

uge and popular following

would do well to remember that
{“;.Tm < playing "Itll.'l
name
tools.
it is
this coun
bili



