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Shima rape case
Investigation

officer, 2 other
policemen sued

CHITTAGONG, July 24:
Elina Khan. an advocate of
Bangladesh Supreme Court, to-
day filed a case in the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's court
against three police personnel
1m:lud1n§ investigation officer
of the Shima Chowdhury rape
case on charges of their alleged
abuse of r and gross negli-
gence of . reports BSS.

Elina Khan, also an activist
of Bangladesh Society for the
Enforcement of Human Rights
(BSEHR). in her prayer said the
investigating officer and assis-
tant superintendent of police
Hafizuddin Dewan in collabo-
ration with former sub-inspec-
tor of Raojan Igbal Hossain and
officer-in-charge of Raojan po-
lice Serajul Islam concealed
necessary documents in the
Shima rape case and issued
chargesheet in such a way that
the accused could not be found

e Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Kamaluddin fixed
J 29 as next date for further

order, said a BSEHR press re-
lease.

A second airport
to be kept open
round-the-clock

By Masud Arif
The t has decided
to one or two, other

than Zia International Airport
(ZIA), open round the clock for
emergency landing specially
during rainy season.

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism has already
directed the Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Bangladesh (CAAB) to
take steps to imple-
ment the decision, officials
said. .
The decision came foll
an investigation into a recen
incident a domestic
flight of Biman to Calcutta. On
June 2 last, Capt. Shahadat of
Biman Bangladesh Airlines
had diver a Dhaka-Sylhet
flight to Calcutta reportedly due
to inclement weather on the
way to Sylhet.

See Page 12 Col B

AL leaders begi'n_']

countrywide

tour programme

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League leaders yes-

terday began a countrywide or-
ganisational tour p amme.

On the first day of the tour

rrogrammc_ party leaders Zil-
ur Rahman, Amir Hussain
Amu, Abdul Jalil and Mozaffar
Hussain Paltu addressed rallies
in Gazipur, Brahmanbaria,
Naogaon and Jessore respec-
tively.

A meeting of the AL central
wnrkei;ﬁ committee (ALCWC)
:ﬁd t ier formed 16 teams for

€ tour programme, says a
rdeaaeag ;

press :
BNP’s countrywide
demonstration
on Sunday

BNP has announced a coun-

demonstration on Sun-

day to protest government's de-

cision to change the name of

Zia International Airport, re-
ports UNB.

The decision to bring out
processions and hold protest
rallies in all cities and district
headquarters was taken in a
joint meeting of office bearers
of Dhaka city BNP and its front
or isations at party central
o yesterday 0O0r.

Chaired by BNP secretary
%:n:ra] Abdul Mannan

huiyan, the meeting strongly
protestied the conspiracy to re-
name the ZIA and demanded
immediate withdrawal of this

See Page 12 Col 1
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Situation tense: BDR deployed

'Rohingyas take control

of 2 camps, continue

demonstration

Hundreds of militant Ro-
hingyas opposed to repatriation
continued to demonstrate in
two refugee camps in Cox's
Bazar till late last night.

After taking control of the
two camps. the refugees from
Myanmar started demonstra-
tions chanting anti-repatria-
tion slogans, according to re-
ports received in Dhaka.

Divisional Commissioner of
Chittagong Shakhawat Hus-
sain, Deputy Commissioner of
Cox's Bazar Ali Imam Ma-
jumder and Relief and Rehabili-
tation Commissioner AQM
Qamrul Huda rushed to the
camps in the afternoon and us-

By Reaz Ahmad

ing handmikes, tried in vain to
persuade the refugees to calm
down.

All the officers and employ-
ees of the two refugee camps
were forced out. Security was
stcEped up around the camps
with deployment of heavy con-
tingents of BDR and police.

After visiting the two camps
at Nayapara yesterday, our cor-
respondent and Kutupalong,

ul Monayem Khan reported
that militant refugees took con-
trol of those.

Abul Hasim, who is in
charge of Nayapara camp told
The Daily Star that officials
there and employees were in

panic as militant Rohingyas
armed with arrows, bows and
slings drove them away when-
ever they attempted to enter the
camps.

Repatriation of the refugees
was suspended only four days
after resumption and the gov-

ernment has agreed to sit for
talks on the issue wth officials

of the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR).

UNHCR officials in Dhaka
are scheduled to meet Bangla-
desh officials on Sunday, Arun
Salangarm, UNHCR Represen-
tative in Dhaka, told The Daily

See Page 12 Col 2
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fast evaporating: President

’Politicians do not hesitate to
adopt any means for power’

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed chuterda}r accused the
political parties of creating
some impediments to the sound
growth of a civil society in the
country and called upon the
leaders of civil society move-
ments to address the problems.

"Political ies here do not
hesitate to adopt any means,
fair or foul, to achieve the ob-
jective of gaining control of the
state ma ery,” said the Pres-
ident, adding "They use stu-
dents, industrial workforce and
even religion for political pur-

Shahabuddin was speakin
as chief guest at the inaugu
session of the second assembly
of Asia Pacific Civil Society Fo-
rum (APCSF) held in the city
ﬁaterday morning. Justice

uhammad Habibur Rahman,
chief of the country's last non-

By Staff Correspondent

party interim government and
chairman of the National Host
Committee of the APCSF sec-
ond assembly, chaired the ses-
sion while Dr Kamal Hossain
presented the key-note paper.
The President observed, "All

Text of speech
on Page 4

moral values and education it-
self are fast evaporating” from
the educational institutions.
"Labour wings of political par-
ties are seriously hindering in-
dustrial development” and
"non-payment of heavy
amounts of bank loans has dis-
rupted the financial and bank-
ing system of the country.”

"Law cannot touch the bank
(loan) defaulters as many of
them are themselves lawmak-
ers belonging to both the gov-

ernment and the opposition in
the Parliament,” he com-
mented.

Shahabuddin said that the
civil society movements
"should mobilise resistance
against the perpetrators of
these harmful acts", instead of
‘remaining idle spectators” to
the I_Fhenumena‘

- However, while discussing
the importance of an indepen-
dent judiciary "necessary for
enforcement of rights of people”
the President pointed out the
double-standard practised by
the major political parties in
the country. He said the consti-
tutional provision for an inde-
pendent judiciary, along with
its separation from the execu-
tive branch of the state, was yet
to be implemented, "because po-
litical parties who speak loudly

See Page 12 Col 4

BCL activists in a procession entering the JC

University yesterday.
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BCL, captures DU .

10 JCD activists hurt

By DU Correspondent

The Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), the student wing
of Awami ue captured the
Surya Sen Hall of Dhaka
University yesterday taking
'advanla.% of infighting' in the
i}gi Jata adi Chhatra Dal

About ten JCD activists were
injured during the incident.

A tense situation was pre-
vallln%l in the Surya Sen 1
area till last night as the JCD,
losing one of its olds in
the DU, was repo y plan-
ning to hit back. A large num-
ber of police have been de-
ployed.

At a conference yester-
day evening the JCD threatened
to go for an indefinite strike
from July 27 if its activists were
not rehabilitated in the hall by
this time.

On the other hand, the BCL
at another press conference

dended occupying the hall,
Witnesses said, Benazir
Ahmed Titu. an expelled leader
of the JCD entered the hall with
15 to 20 su rters in two mi-

crobuses at t 6 in the morn-
ing. Enteri the dormitory,
they took tion of the ‘listed
rooms’ ousted the activists

of the rival Ratan group.

During the incident, eight
activists including Firoz, Kam-
rul, S8ani, Shisir were injured.
They all belong to the Ratan
group of JCD.

At about 8 am, police raided
the dormitory. During the raid
police picked up some activists
of the Titu group including Titu.
But they were released later.

At this stage, the activists of
the Ratan group entered the
dormitory again. But before
they could consolidate their po-
sition the activists of the L.

See Page 12 Col 7

Battle for Asia Cup tomorrow

India storm into final

COLOMBO, July 24: India
beat both the weather and a stiff
target to storm into the Asia
Cup final with a nine-wicket

victory over Bangladesh here
today, reports :
Set 131 to get in 20 overs to

squeeze past Pakistan on run-
rate, the Indians launched a
spectacular scoring spree to
romp home with five overs to
spare.

Left-hander Saurav Gangul
led the chase with a brilliant 73
not out off 52 balls which in-
cluded eight boundaries and two

Sixes.

G ly and skipper Sachin
Tendaulil&r harrmwrccrgl for the
first wicket in just seven overs.
before the Indian captain was

bowled by spinner Enamul Haq

for 28 off 21 balls.

Former captain Mohammad
Azharuddin then chipped in
with an unbeaten 23 off 20
balls, adding 78 for the unbro-
ken second wicket with Ganguly
and scoring the winning
boun off hazul Abedin.

adesh put even men on
the off-side to contain the
scoring but it made no impres-
sion on the defending champi-
ons, who now take on ts and
World Cup holders Sri Lanka in
Saturday's final.

The Indians, whose match
aﬁainst Pakistan was rained off
after they had reduced their
arch-rivals to 30 for five. fin-
ished the preliminary league
with three points — the same as

See Page 12 Col 6
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Eden College
closed sine die

By Staff Correspondent
The Eden University College
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was announced closed yest y

for an indefinite period amidst
a tense situation.

The college authorities fol-
lowing an emergency meeting
in the afternoon also asked the
resident students to vacate all
:II:': four hostels by 5 pm, yester-

y

will be held as per the schedule.

Meanwhile. tension was
prevailing at the Eden Univer-
sity College as about a hundred
students and allegedly some
Dl.:tlldcrn did not leave the hos-
tel.

According to police and col-
lege sources, some 100 students
and outsiders reportedly led by
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) did not leave the hostel
till fili of this report last
night. locked the main

te of the hostel from inside in
the afternoon and refused to

See Page 12 Col 8

One allegedly
killed in Palash

police firing

NARSINGDI, July 24: A
young man was killed allegedly
in police firing in Palash thana
of the district early today, re-
ports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Arzan, 32, son of Mujibur Rah-
man of Gayespur village.

Family sources said police-
men asked Arzan to come out of
his residence at about 1:30 am.
As Arzan delayed. they broke
into the house and at him.
He died on the spot.

When contacted, ASP (Circle)
Giasuddin denied involvement
of police in the killing. He,
however, said there was a police
tearn on patrol in the area.

The body was sent to sadar

hospital morgue for autopsy.

—
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Fifth Plan: Tk 203400 cr outlay,-

7.2 pc annual growth target

The Fifth Five Year Plan
(FFYP) has targeted an average
annual growth of 7.2 per cent
during the years 1997-2001,
with a total investment outlay
of Tk 203400 crore.

This was stated by State
Minister for Planning Mohi-
uddin Khan Alamgir while in-
augurating a panel discussion
on the draft participated
by 11 leading economists of the
country at the NEC Bhaban
yesterday.

The panel headed by Prof
Wahiduddin Mahmud, will re-

view the draft plan and make
necessary recommendations

By Staff Correspondent

To achieve the targeted

h. the rate of investment

rom Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) will have to be increased

up to 22 per cent from the exist-

:ng 18 cent, the state minis-
er .

Of the 22 per cent invest
ment, nine per cent will come
from domestic resources. nine
per cent from foreign aid and
remittance while the rest four

per cent will be mobilised
throu forei direct invest-
ment (FDI) and growing inter
nal savi . he

Of the 203400 crore targeted
investment, 58 per cent will be

invested in the private sector
and 42 per cent in the public
sector, the draft FFYP envis-

The public sector investment
will give emphasis on estab-
lishing necessary infrastruc-
ture for industrialisation and
on social, educational and
health sectors.

In case of private sector in-
vestment, 20 per cent equity
will be given by the individuals
and the rest amount will be

rovided by different banks and
inancial institutions,

Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir

See Page 12 Col 8

BTV programme:

Talks with BNP
leaders end

inconclusively

By Staff Correspondent

An hour-long meeting be-
tween the Director General of
Bangladesh Television (BTV)
and two leaders of BNP yester-
day on Begum Khaleda Zia's
planned participation in a live
BTV programme Deshbashir
Mukhomukhi — ended incon-
clusively,

The two leaders, MK Anwar
MP and Dr Khandakar Moshar-
raf Hossain MP discussed with
Syed Salahuddin Zaki BNP's
pre-conditions for the party
chief's participation in the pro-
gramme and its earlier
‘grievances’ over cnvcracﬁe by the
government-controlle
medium, meeting sources said.

They demanded “impartial
coverage” of their programmes
including the one planned for
Begum Zia. The BTV DG assured

. They

BB orders six banks to
recover Beximco loans

Star Report

The Bangladesh Bank [BB)
has sent orders to six commer-
cial banks askin% those to re-
cover defaulting loans of Bex-
imco Group within two months
of receiving the notice.

Beximco Group has five
members in the Boards of Di-
rectors of two of the banks.
are Salman Rahman, So-
hel Rahman, Maj Gen (rtd) A R
Khan, A A Quashem, and Igbal
Ahmed.

But according to the Bank
Cﬂm‘fany Act as amended in
1997, a person can not be a di-
rector of a bank if he is a de-
faulter with any other bank.

The banks to which the BB
order has been sent are: Agrani
Bank, Janata Bank. Sonali
Bank, State Bank of India.
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank, and
Dutch-Bangla Bank.

Sources said the BB is also

| going to serve a notice on the

Eastern Bank Limited soon on
the same issue.

According to BB statistics as
of June 1997, Beximco Group's
defaulting loans are: Agrani
Bank Tk 3.70 cr, Janata Bank
Tk 6.87 cr, Sonali Bank Tk
19.24 cr, State Bank of India Tk
3.46 cr, BSB Tk 0.96 cr. Dutch-
B Tk 1.40 cr. It also shows
Tk 138.68 cr defaulting loan
from EBL.

When contacted, chief execu-
tives of some of the banks told
The Daily Star that they would
soon serve notices on Beximco
Group to repay the defaulting
loans,

Meanwhile, the EBL has sent
a strongly worded letter to the
Governor of Bangladesh Bank
protesting Law Ministry's in-
vestigation into the loan status
of Beximco Group.

The BB has forwarded the

See Page 12 Col 8
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Speed limit has been imposed on vehicles plying on roads passing by Magurchhara gasfield

frea.

?\ziz Mohammad |

Bhai barred
from leaving

country
By Staff Correspondent

Immigration authorities at
Zia International Airport yes-
terday prevented Aziz Moham-
mad Bhai, an industrialist,
from boarding an Indian Air-
lines flight to Calcutta.

His wife was also barred
from availing the flight, ac-
cording to rt sources. UNB
news agency in a report said his

assport was also impounded
ollowing directives
higher level. But details were
not immediately available,

Azht Mohammad has been
named among ten le,
one Rizvi M1n§cd in mgﬂnfg
sional statement r ding the
alleged murder of film star
Salman Shah at his house in
the city in October last year.
Rizvi gave his statement before
a Magistrate on Tuesday.

But police declined to state
the reasons behind barring him
from going abroad.

Jamuna boat
capsize: 7 more

bodies recovered

BOGRA. July 24: Seven more
bodies of the victims of Tues-
day's boat capsize in the Ja-
muna were recovered today
while over a hundred others
were still missing, reports UNB.

With these the death toll
t;rgm the ferry disaster rose to

Additional police super
Shahadat Hossain said the bod-
ies found today were identified
as Shaban. 4, Lovell, 9, Saha
Banu, 8, Saju. 12, Kalpana, 12,
g-;ema, 5 and Marjina Khatun,

— Star photo

Gas well fire: Citizens'
group to demonstrate

From Sharier Khan and Igbal Siddiqui

SRIMANGAL, July 24: Peo-
ple of Srimangal have become
impatient and suspicious about
the present condition of
Magurchhara gas well and
;*talturatlun of road and rail
inks.

A citizens’' group has already

been formed in Srimangal. The
gmup is now planning to hold
emonstrations against Occi-

dental. Internal communica-
tion links in Sylhet division
and Sylhet's rail links with rest
of the country has been dis-
rupted since June 15 when the
ﬁas well exploded causing fire.
one can say when the links
will be restored.
At the district administra-
tion level. grievances are

See Page 12 Col 4
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Rallies, processions
around Baitul
Mukarram banned

Police have imposed a ban
on rallies, processions, meet-
ings, mikings and demonstra-
tion around Baitul Mukarram
from this morning to midnight.

reports UNB.

[:;urilnzg th{t:l period — from 6
am to midnight — carryin
all kinds of armgfjammumuung,
explosives, sticks and other
harmful materials has also
been banned in the areas, spe-
clal’ll%'] at north and south gates,

€ two gates of the national
mosque are usually used as
meeting venues of Islamic par-
ties and religious groups.

Tension has been simmering
following the disruption of Mi-
ladunnabi function at the
Mmosgue premises.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner A K Al Mamun
yesterday issued the prohibi-
tion under clause 28 and 29 of
section II1/76 of DMP Act for

ublic safety and maintaini
Faw and order. =

Join today’s Jum
prayers: Religious ™
Affairs Minister

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Mohammad
Nurul Islam has called upon the
peace-loving Muslims to take
part in today's Jumma prayers
at the Baitul Mukarram
Mosque. :

"We will offer our Jumma
prayers peacefully at Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque

tomorrow.” he said while talk-
ing to BSS yesterday.

The state minister said the
government is committed to
upholding the sanctity of the
holy mosques keeping them
free from political controver-
sies.

"We have always kept our
olitical activities outside the
oly mosques and we will up-

hold our tradition of keeping
the mosques above all contro-
versies”, he said.

Khatib preparing
reply to showcause

notice

By Staff Correspondent

Khatib of Baitul Mukarram
Mosque Maulana Obaidul Huq
yesterday said that he was
preparing a reply to the show-
cause notice served on him.

The notice was sent to him
by the Secretary, Islamic Foun-
dation on Wednesday evening
asking him to explain to reply
within seven days whey he
ahl;.}uld not be removed from his
ob.

j "I am considering different
aspects of my reply, which I will
Eve within the stipulated time,”
aulana Obaidul Huq told The
Daily Star last night. He said
the showcause notice contained
what the State Minister for Re-
ligious Affairs Maulana Nurul
[slam accused him of earlier.

The state minister had
charged that the Khatib had in-
stigated the incidents at Islamic
Foundation premises during an
Eid-e-Miladunnabi function in
which some people had created
disturbance that made Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin

See Page 12 Col 8

Liftman trapped
during power
failure dies

A liftman at Shilpa Bank
Shaban in Motijheel area of the
ity died as he was trapped in a
lift of the building during
Wednesday's power failure, po-
lice said, reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Omar Ali, 25, a liftman of IFIC
Bank at the Bhaban. He hailed
from village Chakhar of Ba-
naripara thana in Barisal dis-
trict.

A technician saw the body
first at about 1:30 pm yesterday
while making the ﬁft ggcrauvc.

After being informed by the

See Page 12 Col 1
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