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killers of Salman Shah.

Film artistes demonstrating in
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Rizvi confesses in CMM’s court |

'Salman Shah's murder
was pre-planned'

By Staff Correspondent

Rizvi Ahmed, arrested in
connection with the alleged
murder of ular film star
Salman S , has confessed in
the Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's Court that he was in-
volved in the murder.

Rizvi was produced in the
court Tuesday on the expiry of
his one-day police remand.

Cantonment police arrested
him Sunday t from a house
in the city's HS area where
Salman's parents are now re-
siding.

According to Rizvi's confes-
sional statement, Salman's
murder was pre-planned. He
said, following instructions
from the 'Godfathers’, the mur-
derer went up to the apartment
of Salman at Eskaton Plaza at
about 2 am on the day of the in-
cident. He then called up a wait-
ing group which included Rizvi.
The murderer knocked the door
and Salman's wife. Samira,
opened it. The group entered the

Khaleda

From page 1
ers and workers of Zia Smriti
d who called on her at 29
Minto Road official residence of
the Leader of the tion in
Parliament last night.

The Leader of the Opposition
said the government would not
be able to implement its current
bid to erase the name of Zia
permanently. :

"The people of this country
who love Ziaur Rahman ve
dearly would not allow the rul-
ing party to implement its eyil
designs and efforts for a long
time."”

The BNP Chairperson said
failing to run the country, the
government was campaigning
against BNP and its success. As
part of this campa.i'gn, they are

the name of Zia to cover
up their failure and to divert the
eyes of people on other issues.

Laylr% emphasis on media,
Begum Zia said media have a
vmg vital role in the present

obal context but are not in the
and of BNP,

"The stafe-controlled radio
and television are continuously
making Propaganda against
BNP and engaged in character
assassination of BNP leaders
and workers," she said.

The newspapers owned by
the ruling partymen and sup-
porters are also campaigning

against the BNP. the o
leader alleged. PRonition

apartment and found Salman
sleeping in his room. The mur-
derer entered Salman's room
and put a piece of cloth soaked
with chloroform near his nose.
Salman instantly became un-
conscious.

Rizvi said, others who were
helping the murderer, grabbed
Salman. After a while, he was
trying to talk. Two of the ac-
complices then grabbed his
mouth. Samira's mother, who
was present at the apartment
before the murderer and others
arrived, held Salman's legs. He
(Rizvi) held one of Salman's
hands and Samira injected a
drug. Following this, they no-
ticed Salman was no longer
breathing,

They soon informed the
waiting 'Godfather’ who arrived
at the scene from a nearby

lace. He pulled out a nylon

read from his pocket, tied it

around Salman's neck and

ed the body. He was helped

. who offered to held the

ladder used for hanging the

body, the confessional state-
ment said.

ﬁer a wl}ﬂ:, the Godfather
cut the rope, leaving the body on
the floor. Eﬁl of those had come
to the a ent for the murder
then left the scene.

A second team of about four
later arrived at the apartment
and cleaned Salman's y. Af-
ter this, Samira's mother gave
the ‘main architect of the mur-
der’ Tk four lakh. Rizvi said.

10-yr-old maid
allegedly raped

By DMC Correspondent

A ten-year old maid was
raged allegedly by her master at
a house in Azimpur govt colony
in the city yesterday.

Police said, the minor Ekﬂ
was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) at about 7 am. Later,
she was put under the care of the

Bangladesh National Women's
Lawyers Association (BNWLAJ.

According to hospital
sources, a man took the girl to
the hospital saying she was
suffering from chest pain. As
soon as he left, the girl in-
forrned the doctors that she was
raped by her master Tuesday
midnight.

On examining the girl, the
i:ln-c;:tacrr found that she was vio-
ated.

front of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday demanding trial of the

Unfair practice alleged

From page 1

House and Majestic Leather
Inds had obtained visas from
the Japanese Embassy in
Dhaka, they did not turn up
during the exhibition."

He also alleged that the par-
ti ts did not decorate the

stalls and displ
e TR
in Japan. y

In the letter addressed to the
Vice-Chairman of EPB, the am-
bassador also alleged that the
brochures and other trade di-
rectories sent to the exhibition
contained old fax and telephone
numbers which were not only
useless but misleading. Copies
of the letter were also sent to
Commerce and Foreign min-
istries.

He su ted that practices
done bz:l:; hi:r cuunmﬂn ilild the
reﬁlon 8 regard should be
followed. He mentioned that in
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Malaysia and Indonesia,

vates sector partici ts in
ﬂlntamauunal trade fa?:i'? bear

their own expenses includin
transportation of exhibits. He
also suggested sel such
ﬁ%‘ﬂafan“ in close coordina-
n with the 1 chamber
bodies incl the Federation
of Bangladesh Chamber of

Commerce and Industr
(FBCCI) and the Banglades

Chamber of Industry (BCI).
Bl.l:gaduh participates in
30 to 40 international and sin-

. Before

gle-country trade fairs every
year.

When contacted EPB Vice-
Chairman Faisal Ahmed Chow-
dhury denied the allegation of
involvemnent of a section of EPB
officials in sending people
abroad.

He said, "We only select the
company and their representa-
tives for participation in a fair
but other p on

depend
the embassy of the host country.

giving visas they thoro-
ughly check the financial
capabilities of the company and
their representatives.”

‘In selecting representatives
we normally prefer owners and
manager-level people of the
company. Moreover, we confis-
cate the security money amoun-
ting Tk 10,000, if a selected
per;;m does n;I{e remain present
or disappear r arrival at the

He however admitted that
only 4 representatives out of 12
attended the Tokyo Trade Fair
but said the cause of their fail-
ure in attending the fair is yet to
be known.

Jamuna Bridge

From page 1
their rural living habit. But
now they're tﬁ:tung accustomed
to % in those houses".
e visiting the areas on
Sunday, this correspondent

found some of those compact
houses still lying vacant.

1
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Dutch help
sought for

Ganges barrage

Bangladesh yesterday offi-
cially sought financial assis-
tance from the Netherlands for
the construction of G Bar-
rage, an important project con-
ceived for proper use ol water of
the river Padma, reports UNB.

The request for financing
the barrage was made by Fi-
nance Minister Shah AMSYKI'D-
ria in the bilateral official
meeting between Bangladesh
and the Netherlands in the af-
ternoon at State Guest House
Meghna. :

ibria led a 13-member
Bangladesh team at the talks
while a 10-member Netherlands
delegation was headed by
visiting Dutch Minister for De-
velopment Cooperation Jan P
Pronk.

During the one-and-half-
hour meeting, the Bangladesh
minister also sought financial
assistance for the construction
of school-cum-cyclone shelters
and more allocation for the Ru-
ral Electrification Board (REB).

Al report

From page 1

"A series of failures by dif-
ferent institutions of the state
has effectively allowed the po-
lice to get away with rape — and
led to Shima Chowdhury's
death several months later.”
Amnesty International said in
its report. "It is time the Home
Ministry, the police, the court,
the jail administration and
hospital authorities all ac-
knowledge their responsibility
in this.”

Two inquiries into Shima
Chowdhury's death instituted
by the government and by the
parliament have been disap-
pointing. More than five
months after their formation,
they are érct to produce any re-
pnrtsid and recommendations, it
said.

However, following protests
hly women's rights groups in-
cluding Sammilito Nari Samaj
and Ain O Salish Kendra the
government announced that it
would appeal against the ac-
quittal of the four policemen.

"Shima Chowdhury should
never have been in custody in
the first place. At the very least,
she should have been released
as soon as her medical condi-
tion deteriorated, as women's
groups and human rights orga-
nizations were urging,"
ﬁmne:&v International said.
‘Instead, she was left to cope
with her own traumatic experi-
ence, and with a serious illness
without medication or neces-
sary treatment,” the report said.

The practice of so-called
"safe-tustody”, a form of im-
prisonment ordered by the
judge on application from the
police. continues even though
victims and human rights ac-
tivists have urged its abolition
on the grounds that it violates
the women's fundamental
rights to liberty and gives the
scope of ill-treatment. Some
women have been kept in "safe-
custody” for up to four years, the
report pointed out.

Bangabandhu

From page 1
"Sometimes there will be hot
exch e between the prosecu-
tion and defence, laugll'fter. but
these are normal and is in
practice since the British pe-
riod," said Judge Kazi Golam

Rasul.
Khatib

From page 1
adding he would reply to the
showcause notice within the

stipulated seven days' time.
When asked if he will con-

duct the next Jumma prayers on

Friday at the Baitul Mukarram

mosque, the Khatib replied: "In-
shallah."

Ruling Awami League at a
rally on Tuesday called upon
the musullis to attend the
Jumma prayers there to cleanse
the National Mosque of the "re-

| ligion traders".

Team to v_i__sit

@he Daily Star

Dhaka soon

Thailand yesterday
take immediate steps for direct
investment and joint venture in
Bangladesh in the sectors like
gas, petrochemical, textile,
shrimp, paltry, cement and
| fruit processing, a message re-
cel here from Bangkok said,
reports BSS.

The Thali nt came at
official talks between Ban-

adesh and Thailand held at
the Ministry of Industries at
| Bangkok.

In the talks, side
was led Commerce and In-
dustries ster Tofael Ahmed
while the Thai side was led
its Deputy Prime Minister
Minister in charge of Industries
Korn Dabbaransi.

In the opening remarks,
Ahmed gave a picture of the re-
sources and potentials of

h in bolstering trade
and investment with Thailand.

He said Bangladesh has a
huge reserve of gas and "we are
Frcu:lur:lng electricity, urea and
iquified natural gas using the
gas'. He said many interna-
tional firms are now working

in Bangladesh to explore gas
and oil.

Tofael said market
Bangladesh garments

of
and

Thailand for jt venture,
direct investment

creating investment opportu-
nity, the Thai DPM said the
Thai investors and rnment
are very much impressed with
the potentials of Bangladesh.
He said in the econ-
omy, time is running very fast

and we like to take immediate
measures to avail of the oppor-
tunities for mutual benefit.

He assured the
side that a Thai team will visit
Bangladesh shortly to finalise
the investment and joint ven-

ture proposals.

The other members of the
Bangladesh side included BOI
Executive Chairman Anisul
Haq Chowdhury, Additional
Secretary of Industries Min-
is Dr S Zaman Majumder,
BEPZA Executive Chairman
Moazzem Hossain Khan, Ban-

adesh Ambassador to Thai-
and Akramul Qader, MCCI
President Samson H Chow-
dhury, BGMEA President Mos-
tafa Golam Quddus, MD of
Rangs Group. Abdur Rouf
Chowdhury, President of
Frozen Exporters Associa-
tion Golam Mostafa and Direc-
tor of Aftab Paltry Akramuz-
zaman.

The Thali side was repre-

Shamsuddoha of Doha Securi-
ties

I::'.-rrliter Amir-Ul-Islam,

who was t du the
on behalf of the e-
tary of Ministry of Finance,

Banking Division, submitted
that he has instructions to
make a submission that the
said AGM should be held under
the supervision of the Court.

Earlier, the petitioners filed
an application under Section
81(2) read with Section 85(3) of
the Com es Act, 1994 pray-
ing for directives that the AGM
of IFIC. due on July 27, be held
and chaired by a person ap-
pointed by the Court. and
conducted in a manner as the
Court may deem fit and proper.
They also pra for an order
that the AGM of IFIC for the
year 1997 be called. held and
conducted in such a manner as
the court shall deem fit and
proper.

The application was admit-
ted for hearing and registered
accordingly.

Simultaneously with the fil-
ing of the said application, the
petitioners filed a separate ap-
plication praying for a notice
upon the respondents to show
cause as to why Sohel Rahman
shall not be restrained from
greslding over the AGM, why

alman and Sohel Rahman

shall not be restrained from

election as directors of

the IFIC Bank and why the

Bank shall not be restrained

from elec Salman and So-
hel Rahman as its directors.

The petitioners also prayed
that IFIC and its directors be
asked to show cause as to wh
they shall not be restrain
from holding the AGM of IFIC
on July 27, and further prayed
for an ad-interim injunction to
that effect, pending the disposal
of the application.

Barrister Rokanuddin

frozen foods in Canada, EU, sented hu'h.utrySeﬂchr{ D
USA, Japan and other devel- G of Mineral Resources -
oped countries is very encourag- partment, D G of Industrial
1n‘q.cha1dthc ment has . Governor of Indus-
allocated land for shrimp cul- trial Estate Authority, DDG of
lure and hatchery. Indu Works other po-
preciating the sincerity of tential investors of CP P

the adesh government in and other private companies.

kS
a

IFIC : High Court order
From page | Mahmud, appearing on behalf

of the petitioners, submitted
that admittedly Salman Rah-
man and Sohel Rahman have
had huge liabilities with IFIC
Bank, amounting to over Tk
200 crore and angther similar
amount with AB Bank which
they obtained in false and ficti-
tious names. He contended that
when obtaining of such loans

them was detected in course

Bank's i -
I bendsion Bents sy
Rahman admitted their mis-
deed, undertook to repay the
amounts obtained from these
two banks in false names and
furnished al guarantees
for repayment of the loans, but
have not so.
arrister Mahmud argued
that Salman and Sohel -
man have violated the provi-
sions of h 7 of cle
108 of the Articles of Associa-
tion of IFIC Bank, read with
Section 94(2) and Section 108(2)
of Com es Act 1994,
themselves not only disquali-
fied to be elected as director of
IFIC in the next AGM, but also
they vacated their posts of di-
rector of IFIC by operation of
the law and the articles.

He further submitted that
the respondents have violated
the provisions of Section 211(1)
of the Com es Act, 1994 in
not publishing the names of the
Ecrnspcctlvt auditors who would

wﬂﬂ:ﬁtnbeappommdmthc
said AGM.
Barrister Rafiqul Huq, ap-

on behalf of IFIC .
submitted ﬂ:chitm:jhc uuurl'jtl Im&ja}r
postpone AGM S-
]:mu.ag'::i" this matter.

Barrister Huq mentioned
that The Daily Star and the
Bhorer oj aveby{:ummittcd
contempt of court rting
the matter. The lcam:?fu :
however, refrained from mak-
ing any comment on Huq's ob-
servation.

From page 1
with three points from as many

| matches are two points clear of

India and enjoying a better run-
rate. To confirm berth in the fi-
nal Indians must hand Bangla-
desh a defeat with h ;

If India bat first and score
250 runs, then they will have to
bowl out B adesh within 130
runs. If it is 300, they will have
to book their opponents within
180 runs and in case of 350 runs
the ceiling is 223.

Should Bangladesh bat first
and score 150 runs, India will
have to reach the target in 26
overs; for 175 or 200 runs the
will get 27 or 28 overs to reac
the summit.

Meanwhile, five cricketers
of B adesh squad — Saiful
Islam, Habibul Bashar Sumon,
Enamul Haq Moni, Athar Ali
Khan and Sheikh Salauddin —
are on the injury list.

Three players — pacer Saiful,
one down batsman Sumon and
all rounder Moni — may cer-
tainly miss the today's match.

Newball bowler Zakir Has-
san and opening batsman
Shahriar Hossain Bidyut have
a good chance to make their de-
but today along with another
new face Mofizur Rahman
Munna to replace the injured

plaﬁera.

xperienced Athar Ali Khan
is likely to play the match
without runner if the opponent
captain does not allow him any
runner. Salauddin will appear
in the match due to shortage of
players.

AFP from Colombo says, In-
dia's cricket captain Sachin
Tendulkar yesterday rallied his
team together for a do-or-die ef-
fort to defend the Asia Cup title.

Under at home after
11 defeats in his last 15 one-
dayers Tendulkar, said defeat-
ing Bangladesh was a task not
beyond India's reach provided
the team played to its full po-
tential.

"We have fought back in the

t and we can do it again," the
year-old said "But we have to

lan ourselves well and give our
t shot.

“The nnilgwaytnduthat is to
leave out the controversies and
' stick to cricket.”

Asia Cup cricket

| the amended law on the
Chittagong Hill District Local
Government Councils were

The tourists were jolted on
Tuesday when former Pak-
istani wicketkeeper Rashid
Latif hinted in the Delhi-based
Outlook magazine that four In-
dian cricketers may have been
involved in a betting scandal.

Three of the players who are
currently touring Sri Lanka —
former skipper Mohammad
Azharuddin, Ajay Jadeja and
Navjot Siddhu — refuted the al-
legations and produced a writ-
ten statement Latif that he
had not accused them of any
wrong doing.

Tendulkar stressed that the
controversy had not affected
the morale of the team. -

Hearing of writs
challenging
amended law on
CHT councils begins

Three writ petitions chal-

artly heard yesterday by a
ﬂigh Court Bench, reports UKIB
Four writ tions were ear-
lier filed challenging constitu-
tional validity of the councils
run by nominated bodies after
Section 16 of the act having
been amended by the present
government as Section 16A.

" The petitions were filed by
four itioners separately in
which the operation of the
newly amended law has been
stayed at the time of issuance of
rule by the High Court in all the
petitions.

The writ petition filed by
Barrister Ziaur Rahman Khan
MP was partly heard. It was
moved by Barrister Moudud
Ahmed on behalf of the peti-
tioner.

Attorney General Barrister
KS Nabi and DAG Shahabuddin
Ahmed appearing for the gov-
ernment filed written reply
(affidavit in opposition) in the
court.

The partly heard writ peti-

=

tions will be taken up for hear-
ing at 10:30 am today.
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chort on Shima

Showcause on
Inqilab editor,

Ananya Roy
By SC Correspondent

leHighCuun:utﬂda is-
sued a suo moto untheid:l-
tor, and the Printer and Pub-
l;:nhfrn{m Ingilab and
essor Ananya of Ja

HmduHaﬂJaprmhLmlyt‘“;
publishing a report to a
public meeting on the

rape case.

The Division Bench of the
HC. com ng Justice Mo-
hammad and
Justice Md Hassan Ameen. di-
rected them to show cause

within J 30 to why they
ﬂmuldnl;t}ybcpl::eededw
for commit a con of

Court and punl:hadml?cp;rd-

0,

court also asked AMM
billah, Printer and Publisher of
the Daily Ingilab and Prof

Ananya fo a -
ally before - mﬂ at 13.30 am
on :

The HC issued the Rule for
publishing a news itern under
the caption, "No Hindu police

raped Shima Chowdhury of
Chit "in the July 23 issue
of the daily.

In a resolution adopted at
the public meeting, it was re-
solved that if the Home Minis-
ter failed to take action within
December 15 against the per-
sons responsible for the rape
and death of Shima Chowd-
hury, they would take the law in
to their own hands for Decemn-
ber 16.

In the news itemn the name of
a sitting High Court Judge was

also mentioned as being present
in the public rmctmg.n‘

DD, All India
Radio granted
autonomy

NEW DELHI, July 23: In a
sudden move, the government
yesterday notified the seven-
year-old Prasar Bharati Act
almed at lgrnntlng autonomy to
Doordarshan and All India Ra-
dio, reports PTI.

The Act, legislated in 1990
by the National Front Govern-
ment, would come into force
from September 15, a gazette
notification said yesterday, a
day ahead of commencement of
the monsoon session of par-
liament.

The Act provides for consti-
tution of a board of to
be headed by a part-time
chairman who will be an emi-

ID cards

From page 1

June 30, 1999. By this time, the
EC intends to provide all the el-
igible voters with [ID cards and

set up computer database at the
district level=

Thirty three per cent of work
on the preparation of ID cards
was com under the -
nal ject. Of these ID cards,
about 24 per cent were dis-
tributed among the eligible vot-
ers. The of slowed down
fol the ment's de-

cision that people could vote
without ID cards.

An zfiﬂcial of the ID card
project . a separate 50 crore
taka UNDP-funded project to
set up a central computer
database is also awaiting EC-
NEC approval. "The computer
project has several compo-
nents, incl training elg;-
tion officials and creating
awareness among voters,” the
official said.

When asked about who
would  provide the money for
the revised ID card . the
official said the had asked
the External Resources Division
(ERD) recently to find a donor
for the :

As the sions of a
bill passed in the Jatiya
in 1994,

ID card before any general elec-

tion. As the ID card p:?:ct
could not be implemented in
time ordinances were promul-
gated before the last two

elections enabling the EC to

conduct the polls without ID
cards,

Skm'

ing about half a kilometre area.
Five kilometre area will be
fenced with barbed wire.

They are also drilling three
small wells to vent out sub-soil
gas. Already pipe has been sunk
in one of the wells.

"We are ﬂm&afmid of any
possible fresh blow-out,” said a
worker at tl:i;lt:.:. "It has be-
come very ri re.”

The hills surrounding the
disaster zone were trembling
while the air has become un-
breathable as contents have
risen. Gas bu are popping

here, even at the adja-

everyw
cent hﬂl.t.'f»l:n.
The has become muddy

and loose due to last few weeks'
rainfalls.

Occidental has put warning
signboards all around the dis-
aster zone and hoisted red flags
near the sources of fire.

Occidental's site manager
Texas Richardson who refused
entry of The Daily Star team
earlier, described the present

Mosharraf denies
reconciliation
with Zeenat

By Staff Correspondent

A K M Mosharraf Hossain, a
former secretary, has denied
withdrawing the divorce pro-
ceedings ainst his wife,
Zeenat Ho:ga.rraf. His lawyer

said a section of
had published r:porumm
day have reconciled
after wi awal of the di-
vorce notice.

Mosharraf, now in Malay-
sia. said his divorce letter given
on April 16 is 'firmm and final.’

Jamaat for judicial
probe into incident
at Miladunnabi
function
By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami has urged
the t to form a high-
wered judicial committee,
ded by a Supreme Court

{g,mmﬂumm

July 17.

Jamaat Secretary General
Motiur hman Nizami in a
statement yesterday said, an
impartinl investigation into
the incident was possible
any official of the Religious Af-
fairs Ministry.

danger zone'

situation as " dangerous”.
"We mhrrﬂem the danger
i

While refusing to comment

further on an reg:dlng
the Hagurchhuaymnill site
said, "It will be out of

danger T}hen we'll be able to
con the Ieﬂk.ﬂgc"He re-
fused to i

According to other people
working at the site, Occiden
is new t to determine a

spot to drill a relief well.

The rig which will be used
for drilling this well is still at
Fenchuganj, to be sent to
Magurchhara. District admin-
istration sources said that the
rig can not be transported to

agurchhara now because of

the poor condition of the road

between Fenchuganj and
M hhara.

on Saturday 40 more

Khasia families were evacuated

from Magurchhara. They have

been taken to for
rehabilitation. .
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