- The Buily Star |

Founder-Editor: Late 8. M. Al

|

| Brutal Student Politics

The fiercest clash between female students of ri-
val organisations anywhere in the country so far
took place at Eden Girls' University College on
Tuesday last. Our nation fails us to compre-
hend under what circumstances even girl students
can turn so violent, cruel and militant. For the
first time they seem to have matched their male
counte in the universities and . We
| are horrified. We admit we have not enough lan-

guage to express our outrage. Now here exactly is a '

proof of our political decline. should student
isations — least of all the female of them —
| take fight to each other in such a bloody and vio-
lent manner? No reason to think they do so for
ideology's sake. Far from that, the clashes are
| more often than not an outburst of the unh
rivalry between their nt o sations — the
Awami League and the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP). The hard truth is that students are
unwisely used b}_}ﬁoutical parties to get cngaged in
such dirty d!’?;:aa. ere is no alternative to bringing
an end to if we want to secure the country s fu-

ture.
The question is how to accomplish the task.

President Sahabuddin Ahmed has already indi-
cated a way out. We fully support his view that a
moratorium on student politics be put in place. The
1973 University Ordinance itself has a solution for
the problem. Acco to that, the student fronts
of different political es enjoy no t to en-

¢ in the type of partisan politics they do now. In
ct, the central students’ union is given rmm
tion to take up general students demands to
fight for their causes. Subsequently when banned
political parties were revived after 1975, the stu-
dent tions also ggt a legal sanction for
such political activity. the problem can be
solved also through delinking the student fronts
from their parent organisations.

Now can we urge both the prime minister and the
leader of the opposition to make a serious attempt
| to play their part of the role in this matter? Crimi-
nalisation of or deterioration of quality in politics
have gone too far to have the political focus right.
The baneful influences of politics on students have

broken the backbone of education. Now the brutal-
l isation, as illustrated by the latest clash at Eden
College, of society through violence at educational
institutions is proving too much. It may be taken
to everyone's door. This-is not an warning but a
natural process. So let the main political leaders
be alive to the alarm bell and bring their houses in
order.

Learning to Use Roads

We know there is a specific authority seized day
and night of the problems of movement in the city.
That unflagging care by police or road transport
authority has unfortunately not been proving up to
the challenge. Hence Tuesday's mee of a co-or-
dination committee under Mayor Hanif's chair-
manship. The deliberations and decisions of the
meeting speak of a positive. approach to Dhaka's
t!raﬁlﬂ-p lems and are most welcome as such. = -
i1 Yes; we need a number of link roads mod-
elled on the Panthapath. Not before we get these
roads, can we make the artery roads ric w free.
In planning for a jam-free Dhaka, it may not be
forgotten that the rickshaw passenger must not be
-put to more vexing problems than they are facing
now. Link roads are a way out of the conflicting
demands. |

More one-way roads is another way to effec-

tively t the jam. But why should a road in key
crowded areas be unidirectional all the time? In
fact, many roads can be made one- during only

the Feak ours of eight to eleven and to six.
etered taxi-rides should not cost a pie more
than what the so-called baby-taxis charge now. It
is these that must go and not the rickshaws. With
| baby-taxis out the jam will considerably then out
on the main roads. But taxicabs may not take the

| whole load left by the babies. There can not be any

substitute for having a modern bus service in the
city. The buses that now serve the city are a shame.
And once you get the middle class to ride buses,
road congestion due to overcrowding by vehicles
will cease to be a problem. :
More roads and more and ride-able buses would
not, cannot solve the problem wholly. The key lies
with the road-users, mainly the drivers of vehicles
and then the pedestrians. There are no bus, scooter
or rickshaw stands in the city — in the real sense of
the term. No driver in Dhaka ever cares to slow
down and creep to the side in order to stop. All of
Dhaka's traffic police seem to be ignorant of this
primary requirement of the driver. Whatever the
improvement in the physical parameters of road
¢, road-users must learn how to use the roads
and keep fast to their knowledge, for their own
benefit, solely.

- A Little More Pace, Please

The UNICEF annual report on the state of states
has so far been one very dependably strong argu-
ment against those that ceaselessly moan over
| some imaﬁijned going to the dogs by everythlng

Bangladeshi. This year also it has many warm an
encuuraglnﬁ_jﬂnngs to say about how we have been
doing over the year. Overall, it is not bad at all. But
the pace is not one that can promise us a fitting en-

into the third millennium. The report %ves
meat to Dr Mahbub-ul Huq's enthusiastic high
hopes about this country but certain aspects of life
and society here tend to smother the gains in other
areas. |

This sad lack on the nutrition front is vitiating
thuzfruspect of Bangladesh becoming a habitat to a
quality people — which it must be in order merel
to survive, Of the three million new faces we wel-
come to our soclety every year, one and a half are
born with weight far less than normal. Most of
them may not make that up in life. So? Shall we
not be weighed down by that half in eve

Sanitation is another area where we are lac
shamefully and dangerously. With only 48 per cen
having access to sanitary latrines, the gains made
in the potable water front are all lost to diarrhoea.
Child mortality could go down dramatically if a
near hundred per cent went for any kind of a pit.
That would have resulted in aﬁ»eoplc 8 going for 11:55
children and putting more value on LI%: one or two
they have. Life as a whole could be wholesome with
a spurt in the sanitation situation. |

ings are moving, to be sure. A little more pace,
please

- o 1

HE 9th Summit of the
?oum::t'l é.nociluun
or ooperation
(SAARC) in Male is now over
and no formal protest by
Pakistan did come as was
thought to be. The Sri Lankan

fovemmentl;lrndlum:dllcm-
ent, it was not done at the
summit venue but in Colombo

a middle grade official. On
other , our Prime Min-
ister in her speech hinted on the

m—nm resources and

and optimal uti-
lization through regional

mechanism. including
quadrangle, which provigeol'ﬁ:-
collaboration for specific pro-
jects." This, In her view. can
usher in a new era of sustained
economic h. peace and
prnlpeﬁ% or Lhe peupic . this
n. This reference aisu Jid

not bring any couuuenl i
any side. So as a scpaiale .o

body, SAGQ s
Oor as an ex-

B seen
effort to

create free trade area in South

launched the
initiative to create SAARC
Preferential Trade Area
(SAPTA) by the seven SAARC
countries.

Areas under SAGQ
Th signific
mitiltfu in i.lc:ue that t.hn:

four members of the -
tion have for the first time
identified some important ar-
eas for cooperation at the sub-
regional level. The identified
sectors are — multimodal
transportation and communi-
cation, energy, trade and in-
vestiment promotion, tourism
and optimal and sustainable
utilisation of natural resource
endowments. These are basi-
cally the core economic areas of
any economy and the d

ment of these areas has the
most important effect on the
overall economic growth of a
country or ;

The point which needs to be
emphasised is that through co-
operation in the s ed areas,
each member of has the
potentials to prosper. Because
the members together consti-

tute varied natural resource
base like water, coal, natural
'u. mountain r:?e as well as
ertile soil producing rice,
wheat, tea, toEacco sugar and
80 on. In terius of water unit
of land the G -Brahmapu-
tra-M (GBM) basin is sec-
ond to the Amazon.
Bangladesh and SAGQ
Ev loving and pa-
triot citizen of Bangladesh
wants to see Bangladesh eco-

per and become

i If
stra y important. we
leglll we can do it by our-

think

selves bly formulating a strategy
to em our all means ori-
ented west or east then we
will probably fail on both ac-
counts. Our devotion to and ex-
ploration of the west has so far
put us where we are economi-
cally and utherwi;:. And
strategic importance of a coun-
try is determined by the geo-
graphical location it is in and
more importantly, the eco-
nomic and political develop-
ments within and its surround-

can cheaply import our daily
necessaries we are at present
i ng from India.

external su has to
come in the form of direct In-
vestment and/or aid and grant.
Those who are keeping a close
eye on the developments in fi-
nancial front, must be aware of
the fact that competition for
invisible funds is too keen and

vestors from the Southeast
Asian countries can face the

m-r t challenge from

t we have to offer

The South Asian Growth

to the investors of that region,
Vietnam has of that.
Moreover, it has some extra ad-
van over us. It is physi-
cally close to the countries of
Southeast Asia, it has a more
disciplined workforce. Near-
ness to China has offered it
stra importance to all ma-
Jor powers of the world. Above
all, it is now a member of the
Association of the South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN). Inclu-
sion of the blic of Laos,
Cambodia and in the
fold of ASEAN will automati-
cally put them ahead of us in
the race of drawing FDI from

Southeast Asian origin. On the

other hand, the Europeans have

A i G e ol (eetent
in r
East p.rri;orlmunty ries and
the countries of Latin America
come before us.

On the other hand, the con-
cept of aid and grants

to the poorer countries is un-
dergoing a change due to the
massive changes taking place
in the international eco-politi-
cal environment. Feeding the
developing countries for physi-
cal and political :upﬁlort as
lultilllcgpea.landut ty with
the end of the Cold War. More-
over, a subtle effort to replace

and grants by FDI is taking
place. So in a drying up situa-
tion of aid-pipeline we have to

erate and/or entice extra

Bangladesh, with all its posi-
tive attributes, alone stands on
a sh dias in the newer con-
text. A market with a bet-
ter transportation and com-
munication system, availabil-
ity of natural resources and raw
materials will play a definite

role in oﬂ'c:,ill;lg weight to this
region as a e.

SAGQ has the utility here.
The areas identified for coop-
eration are related to In-
frastructure. meone has
rightly pointed out that SAGQ is
a mega Infrastructural project
comprising many areas. Let us

dtmufcwoftheupu:wdhm-

efits that Bangladesh can derive
over the years from SAGQ. Mul-
tilateral transportation which
has generated much of the de-
bate is the first and real tangi-
ble project that will connect
B with India, Bhutan
and on the one side and
Myanmar, Thailand and Laos
on the other. Every country
cnnnm ﬂgixte?u by rg:ldl:r will have
- t use 5
for by-passing or m
and commodities to or

many
pnnm:dt{u which hm: 80
r .
et izl ey
mated that if is al-
lowed unhi move-
ment by India its terri-
tories to Nepal. the country's
exports to that country could
increase by 850 to 81
a year. Inc tion of Bhutan

in the list fu":““m the figure

still higher. personal expe-
rience emboldens me to write
that textile and apparel prod-
ucts of Ban have high
demand in Bhutan as well as in
Nepal. This would also be true
for the states of India inside
SAGQ. Processed foods, toi-
letries and few other light in-
dustrial products can have their
markets in the region under
SAGQ. So the trade impact of
transportation (by road and
rail) and communication can-
not be overlooked.

Energy is a sector where in-
crease of demand is an open-
ended affair. Due to the increase
of population its demand goes
higher and due to increase of
economic activities its demand
goes further up. In recent
we are following an industrial
policy (Industrial Policy of
1991) which dreams of the rapid
indu?dtrillilatinn of

esh. We a »
CangAIeR o P e
strength and this figure is grow-
ing by 2.1 per cent per year. So
our demand for power con-
sumption and industralisation
will continue to rise. Present
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Socio-political Scenario in Recent Times

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

ANGLADESH Awami
League has earned a
moral over its arch
rival BNP. Even though AL
nominee Col. (retd) Abdul
has lost to BNP candidate
Advocate Abdul Wahab in the
by-election of Manikganj-3

constituency a Nnarrow mar-
ﬂ‘? there has 2  glory in

§ defeat. reason is not
too far to : blamed as
used to vote rigging (the in-
stances of M still haunt
memories)] BNP leadership,
particularly its Chairperson Be-

gum Khaleda Zia, made several
pre-emptive statements and
speeches in public meetings
Ehcrccedlngt illune 30, 1997 by-
tion at Manikganj where
forewarned the government on

rigging, vote dacoity etc. It
turnecf up eventually a pleas-

ant surprise that the entire
show was conducted by the
Election Commission in a su-
perb, commendable manner.
The Chief Election Commis-
sioner Abu Hena has done an
to taj;b;inmthﬂl he is capa
prove -
ble of ensuring an absolutely

free and fair election. The
insidious atteemegt at
him was ind preposterous. .

The row over his neutrali
following the June 12, 199%
general election was v
unfortunate and now it has
been proved that the call for his
:_'em?rvatli wnin biorn of utter
rustration in losin ower.
Arart from the uaﬂnfagtngjr role
goayed by the Election
mmission as a whole and the
ap{enlgld mll}lppon of the differ-
en w orcing agencies be-
sides the district adalﬁhﬂmm
of Manikganj, the farsighted

-_ - o ———— = —
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Sir, Bus is the main trans-
portation media for poor and

.mediocre people. But it is sad

that there is no direct bus or
coaster service from

to Mirpur. Mirpur is a fast-de-
veloping and densely-populated
area in the Dhaka city. Hun-
dreds of boys and girls and men
and women move everyday to
and from Mirpur and
Sadarghat. Sadarghat is not
only the life centre of old
Dhaka city for ha Judge's
and Metropolitan Magistrate
Courts, District Deputy Com-
missioner's office, 3 hospitals,
different markets, river ports,
etc., but it is also a centre of
lauded educational institu-
tions. Four reputed coll and
nine schools are situated in the
compact vicinity of Sadarghat.
The Jagannath University Col-
lege, the country’s | t educa-
tional institution after the
Ehm University is located

ere,

This culle*e is bigger than
University of Dhaka for its
number of students of day and
t sessions. Students, espe-

lJr flﬂl and women who at-
tend Irom Mirpur, face im-
mense trouble for want of direct
bus service. Besides hundreds
and thousands of men, women
and old people of different
walks of life move between
Eatlavhal and Mirpur every-
day. Vast majority of people ol
southern Bangladesh move ta

~and from Mirpur daily through

Inmtdm‘thathabmhmmhm

and the

and personal s

landering on the floor of the Jatiya Sangsad
benchers quite often initiated provocation
benchers were all up in retaliation.

approach of the Awami League
Government was indeed praise-

'worthy. Sheikh Hasina's dect-

sion to refrain her ministers
and state ministers from
the election in favour
of the pm{ candidate was
again a great contribu fac-
tor at ensuring an absolutely
fair and free election. This bold
and honest stance eventually
deprived the opponents of the
opportunity to claim interfer-
ence of the administration.

If. however, BNP had lost,

would have been differ-

ent. even if there would not
have been any rigging BNP
would not have the re-
sults. At least, the statement of
BNP candidate Advocate Abdul
Wahab Khan, long before the
results were announced, could
corroborate the suggestion. It
was palpable that the BNP
candidate's observation was
born of his natural tension and
anxiety. His ultimate victory
had eved him of his mental
unrest. Congratulations to him.

While Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has been able to redeem
her pl to ensure an abso-
lutely free and fair ﬂm'ﬂ at
Mml?an we are to ow
from NF) Chairperﬁn Begum
Khaleda Zia if she would have a
second thought about her de-
termination to go for a bigger,
stiffer movement to topple the

government if there was an
vote-rigging in Manikganj h}x

election, Even if she does nof ﬁr
_a.mm.hur.; it there shall not _Zia's overtures

any thing to be surprised.
. We must pot t that has
a numl:;:r of tcmﬂ:ﬁ on the
agenda of "remove overn-
E?tfl; issue. The mai.:u lﬁ-:m be-

s ignty e

Hasina, the st !uppll;:f
mentaries have been Ganges

water treaty. transit, Asian

Hﬁhwa : r-buying from
1 - M& of | ; goods
in B adesh markets, sub-
regio forum (she had been
in silent on D-8 forum
where stan is one) etc. Par-
allel to Manikganj by-election
she has had the national bud-
get on the list.
Presumably therefore, it
shall be very difficult for
Zia and her to write off so
many items. Obviously that
would be strategically suicidal
and unsound as well. The whole
nation is eagerly waiting to
watch her on 1’«3 when she
would be expected to e her
Eol.nu strongly. It would be for
er to tell the people (12 crore
People of the country whom she
. several weeks ago, to
be by her side) how the present
Envernmcnt has sold out
angladesh to India, what was
the stake, how much of it
Sheikh Hasina has bagged,
what percentage has been the
share of the ministers, AL lead-
ers and others.

The people has a right to

the legitimacy of Begum

sent government. She
officially invited by BTV to par-
ticipate in the ‘face the le'
programme which BTV had ini-
tiated on June 23, 1997 with
Sheikh Hasina. In the too,
she was invited but did not ac-
cept. The trend that has been
set by Prime Minister Hasina
can only be retained if the
Leader of the Opposition shows
similar boldness. It is not to
doubt her capabilities hut‘l’ﬁr
her own set trend so far it will
be difficult to be optimistic.

Sheikh Hasina's perfor-
mance in the June 23, 1997
‘face the people' programme on
BTV was on the whole ture
and embracing. While nﬂ?m
firm in her convictions over the
successes she has achieved
over the past one year of her
governance, she had no preten-
sions over her failures either.
She had plainly admitted that
as a human being she could
have made some mistakes and
simultaneously sought of the
panel members and the people
at large to point out her mis-
takes so that she could make
due amends. Although, to some
questioners her replies were in
a round about way (evasive,
may be), on the whole it was a
good show.

Amongst the many com-
plaints, rather accusations
against AL government, the lat-
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the only river ort at
Sadarghat. As such, the impor-
tance of communication line to
Sa t in no new.

For healthy of social
development, security and to
ease time and money to tee
millions it is expedient that
there should be an easy and di-
rect bus and coaster communi-
cation service between
Sadarghat and Mirpur.

It is, therefore, urged that the
authorily concerned shall re-
alise the gravity of the problem
and make arrangemecnts for bus
and coaster services belween
Sadarghat and Mirpur as
quickly as possible.

Sifat, Rumana & Kashemn
33 & G4, Shah All Bag, Mirpur
Dhaka

Poly-tricks of hartal

Sir, Nothing happens when
an ordinary person like me ex-
resses his opinion about har-
8. Nevertheless | found my-
self extremel untérhdrlred to vent
my wonder about 8 support
to 15th July's hartal. A man
who claims him/herself as a
Muslim obviously beers im-
mense respect and love for
Prophet Mohammad (SM). Our
JS also unanimously deplored
the heinous event of Hebron.
Each and evm?v Muslim from
every corner of the world de-
nounced the despicable acts of
Jews from the core of their
{lh“r!:?.ii What mﬁr. hartal do
en? How can a opposi-
tion like BNP e:n:ftegnd their
support to such kind of hartal?
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From any point of view, such
behaviour of BNP unveils their
emptiness, their lack of confi-
dence and trust toward the ver-
dict of the people. Their stance
implies to many things. Allah
knows what is lurking in the
fate of Bangladesh! May Allah
save our country from all the
tragic incidents.

M Reaz-us Salam Elias
Mohakhali, Dhaka

River erosion and

greenhouse effect

Sir, Day by day most of our
rivers are gaining along the
banks. Side%y side, innumer-
able shoals are surfacing on4he
rivers disrup the navigable
routes. It is further reported
that within next 15 years, 17
per cent of total area of our
country would g0 under water
ffg:t good due to greenhouse’ ef-

year our country is af-
fecgdtw flood. Mnrmu'):r hun-
dreds of families are becoming
homeless and landless due to
large scale river erosion. We are
afrald what fate awaits us or
what would happen to millions
of our people by the year 2015
when one-seventh of our coun-
try would be inundated for ever.

No one can solve any acute
or critical problem in a day or
two or within a fortnight. Both
the river erosion and the green-
house effect are two tuan
prablems. We do not what

our government is thinking
about these or doing to tackle
the calamitous situation, to
shift, rehabilitate and save the
millions of people of the coun-

who are likely to be seri-
ously affected due to continuous
river erosion and the dreadful
greenhouse effect.

It is nnaﬁgrau-m that our -
ernment should without f
delay form a high level na-
tional commission consisting
of eminent scientists, geolo-
gists, engineers and water ex-
perts to monitor the situation
and to find out ways and means
to combat and tackle these
problems.

We would also request our
members of the parliament of
both Treasury and Opposition
to laf.i:‘h:ll)\_rl pay thei:t*igue atten-
tion to these gigantic problems
of river erosion and greenhouse
effect and to work out plans and

ammes to save our Pﬂph
E'?ng'nrthe a aching near-
ing great disaster.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street,
Wart, Dhaka-1203

What's the rate

an

Sir, As many others in the
city, I have been permitted by
Dhaka Water and Sewerage
Authority (WASA) to make :eff*
readings of metres and effect
payments accordingly.

Recently, I had to
bill-book

Ve a new
ught, and on its

e

est I;Iehl:ng the budget for. 1997-

‘%%ﬂw
I )
to Indian for year,

s shall “f::f ﬂ

The '
"witch hunters” have in

gun I!):g:ﬂ co iments tn'
S o lEby :chlh negative
comments. Even we ﬂree
be

intended

that the sur-char
burdensome for the

sectors, there would not be any
major repercussion on the
erlcu of essential commodities.

dicate such a positive phe-
nomenon. A hartal on this

her time in

In recent dlj’l there has
been hideous mud-

long the nation should bear
El:: a colossal wastage of pub-

Despite aspersions and
counter-aspersions some of the
BNP men made interesting
notes for the government to

R ———— S —
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cover ﬂag it was written by
hand 67 as the rate cffec-
tive from June 1997 for ev
1,000 litres of water :
whereas The Daily Star's lead
item on the 6th June stated the
enhanced rate to be Tk 3.70.
Collecting banks cannot say
what is the current rate as
have not yet received any direc-
tive from WASA.

May we know what the cor-
rect present rate is?

ng of de-

e e ———

consider. For instance,
Mahbubur Rahman MP
t

In England and other Euro-
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