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Torpedo's
noble act

MOSCOW, July 22:
Moscow renamed their m

on Monday hryﬂgj Eduard Strel-
tsov, argua ssia's greatest
ever footballer who spent his
finest playing years in a
Siberian gulag for a crime his

a_ died uvebl;
nﬂll:lut:?nf fans but overlooked
the Soviet establishment
his friends believe had
him framed.
"He suffered many injus-
uf“'- o lﬁdl ti
a artner alentin
ang as the foundation
stone was laid for a monument
to Streltsov at the stadium.

:

sive live television rights
across Asia for CSI-distributed
cricket events for both ESPN
and STAR Sports. The agree-
ment encompasses the cricket
tours of Australia, South Africa
and New Zealand over the next

four years, t over 3000
hours of Hvemmm coverage,
a press release.

Accordi to Alexander
Brown, ESPN Star Sports'
M Director, "We are de-

to be able to continue to
mhcn thcnﬂ_tg:jhty of
w across
both of our networks. The

available through the millen-
nium."

“This is the first time that we
are m'lhc':r such a deal since the
merger of ESPN Star Sports.
With the networks' wide audi-
ence reach, our cricket will not
only reach fans in India but
also the increasing number of
cricket-lovers all across Asia.
We will provide high quality
cricket to suit the ever-increas-
Sralns a4 brosdcteecs
f ns and broadcasters
alike." said Karl Bistany, chief
executive of CSI.

Presti s events from the

the 1998/1999

tour of Australia (The

, India and Pakistan in
Australia in 1999/2000, Pak-

istan and Sri  Lanka totifing’

South Africa in 1998, the 'l

World Youth Cup in South
Africa and the West Indies tour
of South Africa in 1999. View-
ers can catch the action — live —
on either or both ESPN and

Star .

Star S is a joint
venture fo in November
1996 between two of the world's
leading cable and satellite
broadcasters, ESPN Inc and
Star TV. The joint venture is
comprised of sports channel
ESPN, reaching 20 million

nme;thmughautm.md

h
Star which Is seen
more mﬂl million hnuz

ESPN Star Sports brings the
world's live sports as
well as events
to viewers in 24 hours a
day in English, Cantonese,
Mandarin and Hindi.

CALENDAR

AUSTRALIAN CRICKET

1998/1999 England tour of
Australia

— 5 Tests (The Ashes) & 15
one- internationals

1 /2000 India and Pak-
istan tour of Australia

— 3 Test matches each, 12
one-day internationals and the
best of 3 finals
SOUTH AFRICAN CRICKET

1998 Pakistan and Sri
l.ankaltgm' ufS;uth Africa

— 1= 11 in-
; o Tests one-day

1998 World Youth Cricket
Cup in South Africa

— All 12 final series games

1999 West Indies tour of
South Africa

— 5 Tests & 7 one-day inter-
nationals

2000 England tour of South
Africa

— 5 Tests & 7 one-day inter-
nationals
NEW ZEALAND CRICKET

1998/1999 South African
tour of New Zealand

— 3 Tests & 5 one-day inter-
nationals

1999/2000 Australian tour
B 3T & 5 one-day

—_ esis inter-
nationals i
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COLOMBO, July
22: Former Indian
cricket captain
Mohammad Az-
haruddin and two
b — g WP e J Elt.hﬁf M Cﬂﬂkﬂ'
ters were considering legal
action here today after a maga-
zine quoted former Pakistani
wicketkeeper Rashid Latif
sugges they were involved
in match- , reports AFP.

Latif tvnll:l gdia’a ﬂutllmk
magazine that big-name play-
ers from both India and Pak-
istan were involved in widesp-
read match-fixing, adding one
top Indian player was paid
around 170, dollars per
match to help illegal book-
makers fix results.

Three Indian cricketers
named in the article — former
captain Mohammad Azharud-
din, Ajay Jadeja and Navjot
Sidhu, currently with the In-
dian team in Sri Lanka — have

denied the all tiunigi stunned
team manager Ratnaker Shetty
said today.

"l have spoken to the three
layers this morning and they
ave generally denied the alle-

gations. also want to indi-
vidually take legal action.,”
Shetty told during the

Indian team's training session
here

"fhe:rc_is no point in refuting

AZHARUDDIN

i tions I"itecag:? the

ayers say will go before a

anel that is looking into all
is," Shetty said.

“The proper thing for the
Outlook e would have
been to use proper channels
and go to the commission
:ﬁther than sensationalise

is.”

Shetty, who appeared visibly
shaken as dozens of reporters
mobbed him for a reaction, said
the allegations were demoralis-
ing for team.

"It has come at a bad time

when the team was om tour and .

was concerntrating on the ;
It is distressing,” the manager

Latif ad

_Azhar, Jadeja, Sidhu alleged culprits

RASHID LATIF

said.
India are pla in the four-
nation Asia Cup here, followed

by a series of two Tests and
three one-day international
against the hosts.

-._.q.

N SIDHU

Latif, who has played 19
Tests and 85 one-day interna-
tionals but is not currently in
the Pakistan side, said he had
documen and tape evidence
to prove his allegations.

He said several Indian play-
ers used to telephone him for
information on players, the
weather and the state of pitches
before matches between Pak-
istan and visiting touring
teams.

"They had to pass on the in-
formation to other people. |
used: tq-oblige generally as it
was nothing wrong on my side,”
the magazine quoted Latif as

ds fuel to the fire

unym%.

Azharuddin said he had re-
ceived a fax from Latif stating
he named the ‘four players
when asked by the ne's
correspondent whether he had
any friends in the Indian team.

"Latif denied ever saying
an thing else about us,
Azg'amd in told AFP. "I believe
him because he is a good friend
and a good human ;

"The media is only inter-
ested in sensationalism. It's all

etting a bit too much, it is

arming the game and the play-
ers.
Jadeja added, "My friendship
with Rashid goes back a long
way, | have spoken to him
many times. Is there anything
wrong in that?”

In June the same magazine
published claims by former In-
dian Test cricketer Mano
Prabhakar that he was offe
72,000 dollars to throw away
his wicket against Pakistan in
a 1994 limited overs match.

Prabhakar has since refused
to disclose name to an official
match-fixing inquiry, headed
by a former Indian chief justice,
fearing legal action against
him.

The allegations of match-
fixing are not the first to rock
cricket. -

Former Pakistan captain

A JADEJA

Salim Malik was involved in a
major match-ﬂxlnﬁ contro-
versy in 1994 when he was ac-
cused by Australian players,
including Shane Warne of offer-
ing them money to fix a result.
The charges were never proved.
Latif said he himself had
been offered around 35.000
dollars an Indian national
during a Test match in England
to try and make sure Pakistan's
score did not cross 300. He said
he refused the bet and helped
his team reach 350.

1 betting on cricket re-

sults .is widespread in -India. .

with many powerful bookmak-
ers based L Bombay.

= -1 BRAMPTON, On-
tario, July 22: A
lifetime suspen-
sion that prevents
sprinter Jo-
hnson from
com should

be lifted because it also prevents
him from earni

reports AP.

The athlete's lawyers told
Justice Moira Caswell of On-
tario Court's general division
he ban is w IE ;ru im-
posed on ormer Olympian
after he twice positive for
steroid use.

steroid use. It was the second
time he was caught using
steroids.

Athletics Canada, lawyer
Paul Kane insisted his client is

<88
-

STAR

Athletics Canada has done
nothing to prevent him from
entering those kinds of con-
tracts today, said Kane, -
ing out that some reti ath-
letes still get commercial en-
dorsements.

Johnson was stri of his
1988 Olympic gold medal for

"BEN JOHNSON

the fastest 100 metres in his-
tory — 9.79 seconds — when he
tested for steroid use.

He later returned to running,
but the positive drug test in
1993 resulted in a lifetime ban.

Edward Babin, a lawyer for
the almmﬂam. told the
court t all sides agree doping
is a serious problem and sanc-
tions are needed to deal with it.

But Johnson and his lawyers
favour less extreme measures,
said Babin.

“It's a little like saying a jail
sentence imposed on a jewel
thief is a restraint of trade,” he
said.
A lifetime suspension is
needed to deter drug use and is a

PLUS

AL

STAR SPORTS

Ben fights for a living

way to remove repeat oflenders
80 others didn't act in the same
way.”

Johnson sat quietly in the
court, often with his head
bowed as he listened to the
arguments that will dictate his
fate as a sprinter.

Leighl urged the judge to
make a quick decision, arguing
that the issue is critical to
Johnson's future.

“The reason this matter is so
urgent to him . . . is because of
his age and future seasons he
has left,” | said. "His ath-

letic ability declines as he gets
nl';rtunnteiy.' .

older, u

BELWJING, July 22; China on
Tuesday unveiled the 27-mem-
ber team it will send to the
World Athletics Championship,
saying its medal hopes focused
on three or four events, reports
Reuter.

With Olympic champion
Wang Junxia t from the
team due to health problems,
China's hopes were for a
silver or from Hum
Zhihong, former Olympic
world women's shotput winner,

Other medal hopefuls in-
cluded Gao Ho ao, last

ears gold medalist in the

orld Cup women's 10-km
walk, and Ren Xiujuan, who
currently ranks 9th in the
women's triple jump, it said.

The Chinese team features
both veterans and newcomers
in preparation for the 1998
B Asian Games and the
2 Sydney ﬂlﬂ:lnplu. it
quoted sports officials as say-

ing.
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BEIRUT, July 22: E dom-
inated the first day of swim-

ming action at the Pan-Arab

Games on Monday, winning
four of the six n::nlcl‘,v medals at
stake, reports :

mert also collected two gold
s in table tennis to lift its
total uctl' gcilds 't;lu ..212 well clear of
second-place eria, which
has 24 golds. ¢

Syria won its fourth gold
medal of the Games when
Hicham Al-Masri won the
men's 400m freestyle. He will
also contest the 800m and 150m
freestyle events.

Algeria won the 4x200
freestyle relay while Egypt's
triumphs came through ia
Alouani in the women's 200m
backstroke and 4x200m med-
lcgé Chamseddine in the men's
100m breast stroke and in the
women's 4x100m medley.

Ravanelli stuck

with Boro

MIDDLESBROUGH, July 22:
Itallan striker Fabrizio Ra-
vanelli will start the new sea-
son with Middlesbrough, the
relegated club he wanted des-
perately to leave, reports AP.

The former Juventus star
decided to stay with the Divi-
sion One club after three hours
of talks Tuesday with Middles-
brough manager Bryan Robson
and chairman Steve Gibson at
the Riverside Stadium.

"Fabrizio Ravanelli is re-
turning to Middlesbrough and
will commence training with
the team tomorrow,” a club

spokesman said. .
forward to the start of the new

season and is fully committed
to Middlesbrough Football
Club. Fabrizio's immediate am-
bition is to help Middlesbrough
win promotion to the Premier-
ship this season.”

But last week, Ravanelli
turned down a 7.5-million-
pound 12 million dollars move
to Premier league side Everton.

Man United
on a roll

TOKYO, July 22: Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer scored two first-half
goals, leading England's Man-
chester United to a 2-1 victory
over Japan's Urawa Reds Tues-
day in the third and last game
of a goodwill Asian tour, re-
ports AP.

ggging before more than
17. spectators at the Urawa
Komaba Stadium in Tokyo's
outskirts, Solskjaer, a Norwe-
gian international, received a
gasa from Philip Mulryne of

orthern Ireland and headed in
the first goal in the 13th
minute.

Nicky Butt assisted when
Solskjaer kicked in his second
goal in the 39th minute.

pass from German Guido Buch-
wald and headed in Reds only
goal.

Manchester United. Eng-
land's Premier e champi-
ons, outshot their opponents,
currently ninth in Japan's 17-
team professional soccer

league. 14-9.

Manchester captain Roy
Keane. an Irish International,
was named the match's most
valuable player for his play, al-

he didn't take any S.

The ting spirit award went

to Buchwald. who joined the

Urawa Reds in 1994 from Ger-
many's VFB Stuttgart.

anchester United beat the

Thai national team 2-0 in

ok last Thursday and the

South China Club 1-0 in Hong

Kong on Sunday before coming

to Japan.
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W ZURICH, July 22:

4 World soccer's .
governing body is
confident that FC
Barcelona and In-
' 4 ter Milan will rea-
ch agreement by the end of the
week over the transfer of Brazi-
lian superstar Ronaldo, report

ncies.

FIFA general secretary
Joseph Blatter said Tuesday
that representatives of the two
soccer powerhouses would hold
more talks in Zurich in the
coming days to try to fix a price
for the world's best and most
expensive player.

"The compromise is just a
question of money," Blatter
said. "It's a case of seeing how
much the transfer is worth. |
am sure they will reach a deal.”

Barcelona want more than
the 27 million dollars that In-
ter have already splashed out
on the 20-year-old Ronaldo.

The Spanish club have ar-

ued that Inter broke FIFA
nsfer rules by cutting a deal
directly with the player without
first approaching Spanish offi-
cials.

Under Spanish federation
rules, a player can buy his way
out of a contract to join another
Spanish Club. FIFA rules, how-
ever, state that a player cannot
buy out his contract in order to
?btain an international trans-

er.

If Inter Milan and Barcelona
fail to reach a deal, then FIFA's
Player Status Committee will
convene again next week to de-

RONALDO

cide on the issue. It had been due
to consider the issue Tuesday,
but put this on hold.

"With two of the most presti-
gious clubs in the world. in two
of the most prestigious leagues,
with two of the most prestigious

The Daily Star 11

ling body yet to rule

presidents and perhaps cur-
rently the most prestigious
player, it's not good if thng need
FIFA to act as a court,” Blatter
said.

Inter, owned by Italian oil

magnate Massimo Moratti,
ave Ronaldo 27 million dol-
ars to buy himself out of his
eight-year contract with
Barcelona. This was in addition
to a signing fee of 14 million
dollars and a salary of 3 mil-
lion per year.

That would make Ronaldo —

FIFA's Player-of-the-Year — the
most expensive player in his-
tory. That distinction is cur-
rently held by England’'s Alan
Shearer, who moved from
Blackburn Rovers to Newcastle
for 15 million pounds (25 mil-
lion dollars) last year.
- Earlier, FIFA was cted
Monday to rule on whether
Ronaldo's transfer could go
ahead.

Ronaldo will make football
history if FIFA ratify his move
from the Spanish side to Italy.

Officials of the two clubs met
for several hours in Zurich yes-
terday but were unable to reach
agreement on a settlement,

The only case where a player
bought out his contract and
moved to another club was
when Russian midfielder Vale-

ry Karpin moved from Real
Sociedad to Valencia.

BELGRADE, July
22: The Yugoslav
war started with
soccer riots. For
many fans, the
Serb-Croat feud
formally ends when their teams
play each other for the first
time in six years Wednesday, re-
ports AP.

The draw for the qualifica-
tion round of the European
Champions Cup pitted Partizan
Beﬁrad: ainst Croatia Zagreb
in first- and second-leg matches
July 23 and 30. Wednesday's
game is in Belgrade.

The potential
trouble between the pre-war bit-
ter rivals. Croatia (then known
as Dinamo), Partizan, Red Star
Belgrade and Croatia's Hajduk
formed the "big four” clubs be-
fore Yugoslavia disinteggatcd in
a civil war starting in 1991.

Fans often clashed even in
peacetime. Soccer riots ex-
ploded on the eve of the war,
with fans turning stadiums into
battlegrounds. Now, the coun-
tries are playing in separate
leagues, bringing the quality of
soccer to a much lower level.

The extremist core in the fan
clubs — such as Partizan's
"Grave Diggers" and Croatia's
"Bad Blue Boys" — joined the
ramilitary

exists for

fronts.
Now, despite the war's end,

New edition of riva

there will be no fans travelling
across the border. Security pre-
cautions and still complicated
visa procedures are often cited
as the reason.

"The war started with soccer
riots,” Partizan's director Ne-
nad Bijekovic said. "We hope
that the still-existing tensions
will formally end with this soc-
cer match.”

Daca Mihajlovic. one of
Partizan's biggest fans, said,
“We'll call it the truce. We badly
miss the good old days when we
fought gallant battles with
Croatian fans in the stadiums.
But that is the past. Croatia is a
foreign land for us now."

Serbian police have been put
on a heightened state of alert,
and tough security measures
have been imposed on the sold-
out Yugoslav People's Army
stadium where the Belgrade
match is played.

Media in both countries
have billed the game as "his-
toric" and "do-or-die” for the
nations’ prestige.

"The whole of Croatia lives
for this match,” said Zagreb's
midfielder Robert Prosinecki.
"We are a better team. and we
can win."

Prosinecki, a member of the
Croatian national team who
just sign rs. L 8 _millio
canfifact bereg,
turning to Belgrade for the first
time since winning the Euro-

pean Cup with Red Star Belgrade
in 1991.

Prosinecki, the son of a Serb
mother and Croat father, didn't
come to Belgrade last year when
Barcelona playved Red Star in a
Cup Winners' Cup game. He
claims Red Star owes him some
money from when he left the
club.

"l dream about scoring in
Belgrade," Prosinecki said.

Ivica Kralj, Partizan's goal-
keeper, is under special pres-
sure and media attention ahead
of the game because of his Croa-
tian origin.

"Even though it's difficult,
['m trying to take it as any other
game," Kralj said. "But the pres-
sure is huge because the match
is historic in a way."”

"This is a particular match,
but first of all we should look at
it as a sports game," said Croat-
ia's defender Goran Juric, who
also played for Red Star in the
early 1990s. "I'm sure about one
thing : this is the most impor-
tant match in the history of
Croatia."

The main joke among the
fans in Serbia and Croatia is in
a question: which team will
Croatian President Franjo
'ﬁjt‘&hman support?

en he lf-,i'..re::l in Belgrade as
4 younyg Yugostav army gemeral
in the 1960s, Tudjman was Par-
tizan's director.

LONDON, July 22:
Everton, desper-
ately seeking a
major interna-
tional signing be-
fore the new sea
son. lost out to German club
Kaiserslautern in the race to
ni'gn Swiss midfielder Ciriaco
Sforza on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Kaiserslautern, who
clinched promotion to the Bun-
desliga last season, said it had

paid 6.5 milllon marks (3.6

million dollars] to get Sforza
from International.

The Swiss international
layed for the German side be-
ore moving to Bayern Munich

in 1995.

Everton manager Howard
Kendaall, who last week failed
to persuade [talian striker Fab-
rizio Ravanelli to join the Pre-
mier league club from Middles-
brough, had said earlier in the
day that he was close to signing
Sforza.

But he was beaten to the sig-

Alex F

kT T

erguson, captain Roy Keane, goal-

BT A e
Bl e R e i

keeper Peter Schmeichel and chairman Martin Edwards pose with the Sharp Cup during a
press conference at a Tokyo hotel on July 21.
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nature by Kaiserslautern who
are not one of Germany's most
glamorous clubs but boast a fa-
natical following.

They won the Bundesliga in
1991 and have bounced back to
the top flight after just one sea-
son in the Second Division with
the help of former Werder Bre-
men and Bayern Munich coach
Otto Rehhagel.

Kaiserslautern said Sforza,
who has earned more than 40
caps for his country and took
part in the 1994 World Cup fi-
nals, had signed a four-year
contract and would join the
team in pre-session training
this morning.

It was reported at the week-
end in Britain that Everton had
offered three million pounds
(five million dollars) ﬁ:::' the
Swiss player,

“We are very near to ngreeiﬁ
a deal.” said newlwpuint
Kendaall who Prcaj over the
Liverpool club’s glory rs in
the mid-1980s when t won
the league twice and the Euro-
pean Cup Winners' Cup.

Kendall had ho that the
talks would lead to the l'_ﬁr
makd a visit to the clu s
week. He may now turn his at-
tention to other players before
next month's start to the sea-
SOn.

Newspapers at the weekend
linked Everton with New-
castle's Les Ferdinand after the

England striker appeared to
cast doubts on his future as
Alan Shearer's strike partner at
the club.

"We are looking for a quality
striker and Ferdinand cer-
tainly is that,” Kendall said.
"Should he become available,
we'd be interested, but that is
not the case at the moment.”
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