Drilling Safety

' distraught with the Occidental Energy Venture's
‘failure’ to extinguish fire at the Magurchhara gas
drilling site. In the light of the repeat bellowing of
. lire to a height now of 40ft from the earlier sim-
- mering low-level lapping of it as if from embers,
the cabinet, being the highest decision-making
body of the government, has felt rightly con-
strained, we believe, to express its dissatisfaction
over the concerned company's handling of the
problem.

Without being judgemental on the issue even at
this stage when the fire has recurred, suffice it to
say that the government has to get involved in the
whole process of redemption rather than rest con-
tent with having expressed strong disgust or dis-
may over the Occidental's crisis management.

phenomenon like drilling for hydrocarbon into
the severely gaseous, pressured and incinerating
depths, but concurrently also runs the expectation
that the contractual safety obligations were docu-

in the first place. And then when big and reputed
companies go afield with their sophisticated rig it
is taken for granted that their inventory has in-
cluded the latest safety equipment to meet any
emergency in the course of deep-surface drilling.

We are not assuming anything in an ex parte
media reaction, but merely drawing the attention
of all concerned to the natural recurrence of the
same series of questions that had agitated the pub-
lic mind during the original incarnation of the
Magurchhara fire which unfortunately remain
unanswered till-date. Why is it taking so long to
come out with a scientifically authentic and well-
corroborated explanation of the accident, far less
fix responsibility for human or mechanical fail-
ure, if any?

The recurrence of fire has only intensified pub-
lic concern for satisfactory answers to the
plethoric questions as -above. The government
must get the probe committee report at the earliest
to be able to clear the air and put pressure on the
drilling company for improved safety performance
in the light of the findings of the investigation.

Decide on the Rail-track

Construction work of the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge (JMB) is progressing satisfactorily. The pro-
ject authority hopes that the bridge can be opened
| for traffic by July 1 next year. We congratulate all
those who are involved in translating into reality
such an ambitious project more or less on sched-
ule. But one intriguing question demands a clear
answer just now. Why should the construction
comipany be still awaiting'a concrete decision on
details of setting up rail-tracks on the bridge? The
company has informed the government that unless
it receives instructions on this, the possibility of
running trains from the opening day of the bridge
has to be ruled out. Similarly, there is confusion
over the laying of gas pipes along the bridge be-
cause the project authority is yet to know about the
size of the pipes to be used.

We understand the government is still undecided
about operating trains from day one of the bridge's
opening to the public. Why? Can it be a problem of
funding? Hardly, it seems. For, reportedly, the
Asian Development Bank and other funding agen-
cies seem interested in financing construction of
the proposed railway link. Had the government
pursued the project — one that is a late addition to
the original bridge plan, the present confusion
could perhaps be avoided.

Since there are provisions in the final plan for
both rail-track and gas supply facilities, comple-
tion of work on them along with the bridge would
be a cause for double delight. Now that 88 per cent
of the construction work has been accomplished
the company cannot wait for these details indefi-
nitely. It can be assumed that if these two facilities
were installed soon, perhaps the task could be eas-
ier and less costly through avoidance of alteration
or addition of design and reconstruction. Let the
government come up with a decision soon on this
matter and facilitate the construction of the rail
track and the laying of gas pipeline there.

W hy Transport Strikes?

Seventy people, including three policemen, were
injured in a clash between students of Barisal BM
College and transport workers of the town follow-
ing attack on a college bus carrying students dur-
ing a transport strike. The attackers were obvi-
ously transport workers who had called the strike.
Such unfortunate incidents are happening fre-
quently rather than sparingly throughout the
country. Indeed, transport owners and workers
have developed the habit of calling strikes on the
flimsiest of pretexts, causing untold sufferings to
:nultitudes in dire need for mobility to make a liv-

ng.

The puzzle however is, how could the interests of
the transport workers and owners meet at a point?
Usually they should not. But in our case the entire
transport sector has been a victim of criminalisa-
tion to such an extent that both owners and work-
ers now find themselves in the same boat. This has
been possible because of their common move to
preserve their respective interests. Toll collection,
terrorism and raising of fares at will have all be-
come a part of the business.

In the absence of an efficient mode of alternative
transport, the road transport workers are making
the most of the situation, too. This should come to
an end. If they cause suffering to passengers and
damage to goods worth crores of taka, there should
be a provision for making them compensate for it.
They have no right to stop private cars or school
and college buses. Why not introduce a set of guide-
lines or rules for calling any strike? In case of

their violation, the owners and worke
i iy rs could be
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Much Ado about Remote Control Premiership

HE Prime Minister of the

cnunt:l»; is currently in the

United States. ris
uquent that this is her personal
visit and she is vacationing in
Miami with her daughter and
the newly-born grand daughter.
This is, of course, a grand occa-
sion wurth{ of grandiose fam-
ily celebration. Perhaps most
ﬂfdiﬂl? would-be grandmas
might have done exactly the
same thing befitting the occa-
sion — provided they have
enough money, leisure and
American visas. After all,
watching the chance of becom-
ing a grandma for the first time
never comes twice.

The problem, however, is
that this grandma is not an or-
dinary person — she is an
elected prime minister of one of
the poorest countries on earth.
Moreover, although this is her

visit, the Premiership
of the country is also moving
along with her. This of the
problem has already created
some disturbances in some cir-
cles. An ex-premier has already
made a public statement claim-
ing that the problems faced by a
premier in this country are so
critical and multifarious that
he or she can hardly manage
time to take care of regular
sleeping needs. forget about va-
catmmnﬁ,n

Who knows, may be one of
the main reason= for the pre-
mier in question to travel to
one of the most sought — after
tourist destinations on earth
might well be that she wants to
catch up with some well needed
sleep. Perhaps she deserves
such a break after a long and
eventful year of her adminis-
tration. After all, like anybod
else she is a human being, an
she is entitled for her part of

Reports suggest that the chief executive's
the level of technological developmen
leisure, rest and recreation. Or  any categorical statement to the
does she? ect that the chief executive of
The answer, according to the the government can't do so.
Rules of Business — a book that As a result, B esh now
describes how public officials has a remote controlled admin-

will conduct their official busi-

ness — is a ut?om:al 'no.’
arently, the framers of :ﬁ;

s of Business thought the
chief executive of the govern-
ment could not be an or
person, and he or she would
never need any leave of absence
for any reason. The Rules of
Business, therefore, did not
contain any provision for
granting the premier a leave —
even for a day.

Worse still, the country’s re-
peatedly amended — some may
say, distorted —Constitution
says nothing about the pre-
mier's leave of absence or suc-
cession. Almost all executive
powers of the ment are
vested in the position of the
premier, without ever wonder-
ing about granting him/her
ierve or replacing him/her
temporaiily in case of serious
iliness, personal disabilities or
other needs.

. under such a deli-
cate | ramework, the pre-
mier had hardly any choice and
she did what she had to do. Hav-
ing nothing around her to le-

ise her leave of absence, the
premier decided to leave her
day-to-day job with her senior-
most cabinet colle e. and
take with her the office of the
remier. After all, neither the
ules of Business nor the Con-
stitution of the country made

istration — the premier runs
this rainy, muddg and cloudy
coun aitun%:n sunny, sandy
and shini orida — thou-
sands of es away from the
here. Nothing happened so far
to raise eyebrows. Millions of
marooned people across the
country are helped by the
armed forces, the state-run
television religiously keeps the

widely considered to be neces-
sary for keeping the policy
makers mentally and physi-
cally sound for the jobs that
they handle.

Of course, things are
different in the developing
countries, where almost noth-
ing works without a push at ev-

ery step. As neither the le
framework nor the adminis-

trative or political machinery
can take normal course, elected
leaders in these countries can
hardly think of passing a day
without putting their personal

il
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nation informed of hi-tech
state-craft. here and there mobs
still find great fun in killing
"suspect Feoplt. and a few
rum l:nrﬁ of the ruling circle
often e inroads into public
ﬁ;lpcvln:. Otherwise, every-
seems quite normal.

In almost all developed
countries. the chief executives
are legally entitled to leaves
and vacations. Like any ordi-
nary public official, the presi-
dent and the Congressional
leaders of the United tes rou-
tinely enjoy weekends and pri-
vate vacations. Not only that,
such leisure and recreations are

by CAF Dowlah
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weight behind some issue or
problem. Running the state-
craft, therefore, is a twenty-
four-hours a-day job in this
art of the wur!g. No wonder,
akistan's former premier
failed to take even one day off
before or after delivering her

own baby.

But it a that things are
changing last. Just the other
day Malaysia's premier left his
country for the United Kingdom
to :ngr two-month-long vaca-
tion. Before l.nkh;f such a vaca-
tion after years remiership,
he. however, handed over his
government’'s executive power

' BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

office is now crammed with scores of urgent official files. Whatever
ts, it would remain difficult to dispose off those files efficiently and
expeditiously...

to his deputy premier. Appar-
ently a second example in a
democratic system is set by
B adesh Prime Minister, but
she so just after one year in
power. and without being able

to transfer power to anybody.

Although vacationing in the
United States for a leader of one
of the least developed countries
in the world sounds paradoxi-
cal, if not somewhat puzzling,
nevertheless the country's Con-
stitution and the Rules of Busi-
ness should have provisions for
the premier's leave of absence —
no matter wherever he or she
wishes to go. The nation ap-
pears to have missed such an
0 unity while making the
12th amendment to the Consti-
tution. According to informed
sources, Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, then President of care-
}akl!l' t}IF:::':m:m:. did h&ll‘ﬂpﬂlﬂ
or a deputy premiership, but
both the leaders of the country
turned it down. Who says they
don't see eye to eye on any issue?

Anyway. until the requ
changes are made in me%cmntl-
tution or the Rules of Business
— or until the society accepts
the need for a long western-
style vacation for the er —
scopes will remain for criti-
cisms — even for repulsive ones
— to what the country’'s current
premier already have done on
the occasion of becoming
grandma for the first time.

No doubt, she has every right
to be with her daughter and

daughter on such a bliss-
| occasion. It, however, can't

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of Third
Prosecution Witness

State defence counsels con-
cluded the cross-examination
of the third witness in B a-
bandhu murder case, M Selim
gllias Abdul on Monday, July

Following are the excerpts
from the cross-examination by
advocate M Hanif, state defence
for absconding Abul Hashem
Mridha:

3: Did you make statement
to the investigation officer (10)?

A: Yes.

Q: When?

A: 3/10/96.
lﬂ’?g: How did you identify the

~A: | was at ‘workplace.
Authorities Infugi:d ﬁ that
police had asked me to go to 32
number.

Q: Where is the 32 number?

A: At Dhanmondi, the resi-
dence of dhu.

Q: Were you informed by let-
ter?

A: Perhaps l]:olicc told my
officers by one.

Q: How many times did you
meet the 10?

A: Once.

Q: Who did introduce you to
the 10 that you are Selim alias
Abdul?

A: | don't know,

(At this stage, prosecution
side raised objection about va-
lidity of the question).

: What was the condition of
Sheikh Selim and Sheikh
Maruf when you met them at
th:imﬂpital‘?

: They were standing.

Q: Were they wvundlql:g?

A: 1 didn't notice.

Q: Did you ask them how
they came?

A: No.

Q: Bullet struck first you or
Bangabandhu?

a: First Kamal bhai.

: Between you and Banga-
bandhu? ¥ i oA

0 Who aid

: Who pick you up after
being injured?

S: Do 5 kno army?

: you w the

A:lcan if | see,

Q: Did you know the uni-
forms of BDR and police?

A: Yes.

Q: There was another force —
Rakkhi Bahini. What was their
uniform?

A: I can't remember.

Q: What was the uniform of
regular soldiers?

A: There are several types of
soldiers — army, navy, airforce.

Q: What was the uniform of
army?

A: Khaki and black.

: Police also use the khaki
uniform.

A: Yes.

QJ: Can you say what t
soldiers used to wear
uniform?

A: Generally tank force.

Q: Did you surrender when
asked to?

A: Why we will surrender?
We were inmates of that house.
Why should we surrender to the
miscreants?

Q: Whether you surrendered
or not?

A: 1 was sitting as | was.

Q: Did you have any contact
with Muhit, Rama or the bua af-
ter the incident?

A: 1 had no contact with
Mubhit or Rama. I had met once
or twice with the bua when she
was alive.

Q?: Where did you meet the

A: At her house at ur 11.
Q: Did you go to attend the
burial of the bua?
A: No.
3 IQ; You are not Selim nor Ab-
ul,
A: This is not true,

s of
lack

Examination by advocate
Nurul Haq, state defence for
Risalder (retd) Muslehuddin:

Q: Does your family live at
your village home?

A: At Bangabandhu staff
quarters.

Q: During the incident?

A. Then | was not married.

Q: How old were you during
the incident? _

A ﬂ:pmxlmatel]r 21 to 22.

Q: How many unions in your
thana Mehendiganj?

A: From childhood | was in
Dhaka. | can't say the number.

Q: What is the name of your
own union?

A: Ulania.

Q: There was a renowned
aminder family at Ulania.

at is the

A: Perhaps Mian Bari.

Q: There was a veteran
Awami League at that house.
Can mention his name?

'A: Gaffar Khan... Gaffar

Q: Isn't he Amirul Haq
Chowdhury?

A: Amirul Haq Chowdhury
was also an Awami League.

Q: Gaffar Chowdhury saheb
is a journalist. [s he now in the

cnunLRﬂ
A: He is a journalist. Now he
is in London.

Q: Who was the MP from the
area in 19757

A: Perhaps Mohiuddin sa-
heb.

Q: Present MP?

A: Mongu Mia. Mosharraf
Hossain Mongu Mja of BNP.

Q: Mo Mia is not the MP
of Mehendiganj. rather of Hijla-

Muladi, |
A: The constituency covers

all the areas.

Q: Is Syed Abul Hossain not
the MP from Mehendiganj?

A: No.

Q: What is the name of the
river flowing through Mehendi-

gan.{?
: The Meghna on the north.

Q: And on the south?

A: [ can't say.

Q: Do you have your name of
the voters' list?

A: Yes, in Dhaka.

Q: How were you related with
the Bangabandhu family?

A: As a servant.

Q: By whom you were intro-

A: | lived at an uncle's house
at Kalabagan. Sometimes [ used
to play at Dhanmondi ground
where | was introduced with
Sheikh Kamal and Sheikh Ja-

mal.
Q: Who told you to stay at

that house?

A: Amma (Begum Mujib).
After knowing me, she told me
to work there.

Q: Who is senior between you
and Rama?

A: By age, me.

Q:Egid you write any appli-
cation for getting the job?

A: Yes.

Q: Who wrote it?

A: Receptionist Shamsu
bhai.

Q: Do you have any ap-
pointment letter?

A: At my house.

Q: How were you informed
about a vacant post suitable for
you?

A: The then Secretary
Farashuddin Saheb.

Q: How long the firing was on
that t?

A: The one-sided firing con-
tinued about two hours with
SOINe recess.

Q: Did you know Syed Nazrul
Islam, Kamruzzaman, Khan-
daker Mushtaque, Mansur Ali,
Taheruddin Thakur who were
used to come to the house of
Bangabandhu?

A: Yes. | served them tea and
fulfilled other necessities,

Q: Did you see them after the
incident?

A: | didn't see until I left the
house.

Q: Where did you go after be-
ing released from the hospital?

A: | was in Dhaka.

Q: Where?

A: At my sister's house at
Bailey Road. Her husband was
'”"“"3 of the Food Minister.

Q: Did the {ﬁ&pu and tank en-
ter the house that day?

A: The tank was near the

ate. Some of the officers got
own from the tank and jeeps

and entered the house
Q: How long they were at the

A .I saw them when | was
sent to the hospital.

Examination by advocate
Mahfuza Syeda, state de-
fence for absconding accused

Major (retd) Shariful Hagq
Dalim:

@: Did you hear the name of
Major Dalim?

A: Yes,

@: What did he do du the
incident at Dhanmondi 32 in
1975?

A: He was an army officer.

ot eaties Whg el o ohe |
day?

A: | can't recall just now.
Q: How did you identify them

as n?
A: %amhmg their uniform,

weapons and tank.
: Can you recognise tanks?

A Yes.

Q: Did you see tanks at the
house that day?

A: Yes.

Q: How many?

A: 1 saw one in front of the
gate. | don't know if there were
mng: mwﬁther places.

: at is you original name
— Selim or Abdul? e

A: Mohammad Selim alias
Abdul.

Q: What is your name at your
office?

A: Mohammad Selim.

Q: You fell unconscious after
being wounded by bullets. You
saw no i

A: No, | was in my senses. |
went downstairs on foot.

Q: Bangabandhu gave you the
job. You gave false statement in
gratitude to Bangabandhu.

A: This is not true.

Examination by advocate
Mokhlesur Rahman, state de-
fence for Capt (retd) Nazmul
Hossain Ansar:

Q: Which of
wounded by b

A: Left hand.

Q: Do you know how to fire?

A: No.

Q: Did you take part in Lib-
eration War?

A: No.

Q: Did the two to three le
dressed in black who took him
from his bedroom kill Banga-
bandhu?

(Court: Did they kill or oth-
ers?) .

. they.

A: Ma
: as there anyone
wounded with you when you
were taken to hospital?

A: No.

Q: How did you meet Sheikh
Selim and Sheikh Maruf at the
hospital?

A: They came to me and
asked what about the house of
mamu (Bangabandhu).

Examination by advocate
Krishna Pada Bhoumik, state
defence for Major (retd) Mohi-
uddin:

Q: Were there separate rooms
for cook, moshalchi and recep-
tionist at the president’s house?

A: Yes.

Q: Then why you were on the
corridor in front of Banga-
bandhu's bedroom?

A: Begum Mujib and Banga-
bandhu had asked me and
Rama to be there.

Q: You never slept in your
room.

A: No, I didn't sleep in my
room.

Q: Do you have any medical
certificate of treatment?

A: The hospital has it.

Q: Answer to my question: do
you have the certificate?

A: 1 didn't get scope to take
the certificate.

Examination by advocate
Mozammel Haq Chowdhury,
state defence for Dafader (retd)
Marfat Ali:

Q: You are a direct witness to
the incident. Why didn't you be-
came the plaintiff instead of
witness?

A: (After a pause) | couldn't

hands was
ets?

be plaintiflf despite my desire as
I am |llliterate. | have been a
witness.

Q: What is the name of the
doctor who operated upon you?

A: Prof Matiur Rahman, Sir.

@: Who did discharge your
duties when you went to village
home?

A: People from Ganobhaban.

Q: Do you know their
names?

A: No, | didn't want to know.

@: Do you have any citizen-
ship or character certificate
that you are Selim or Abdul?

A: Yes, | have.

: Can you show it?

: If | am allowed time. Just
now | can show my identity
card.

Q: Was there any security

sonne] at the gate of main

ullding of Bangabandhu's
house? - |

A: Yes. There were personal
security when he was a leader.
After being the President, there
were army and police security-
men.

Q: 1 am talking about the
main building.

A: Yes, there was an SB per-
Hﬂgnﬂ.

: Always?

A: Always.

Q: What were the security
personnel doing when ple
were ent the house

A: | didn't see them entering.
| saw them after they had en-

tered.
surrender?

Q: Did anyone

A: | didn't see.

Q: Did you know all the ac-
cused earlier?

A: Not all. I knew some of
them.

Q: Was there any civil-
dressed firing?

A: Most of them were in
black uniform and the rest
khaki-dressed.

Q: You didn't see anything.
You are sleeping and you de-
scription is a nightmare.

A: Not true.

Q: You are an arranged wit-
ness by your nature.

A: This is not true.

Q: You used to go to give wit-
ness if you heard any such
news,

A: Not true.

Examination by advocate
Khalilur Rahman, state defence
for absconding Capt (retd)
Kismat:

Q: Was Bangabandhu your
relative?

A: No.

Q: What were the days on Au-
gust 14 and 15 in 1975

A: It was Friday on August
15, 1975.

Q: Are you an activist of
Awami League?

A: 1 am a government em-
Eluyec. I don't support any po-

tical party.
Q: \g'hat is the name of first

commissioned post in the arm
— General? Brigadier? Cnlnnc;
Major? .

A: Perhaps it is second lieu-
tenant.

Q: Which of your body
was wounded blﬂle{a?

A: My hand and abdomen.

Q: You were sleeping at the
Bangabandhu quarters that
night.

A: This is not correct.

Q: You gave false statement
as B&%abandhu ve a job.

A: Not true. ERTR TR A

Examination by advocate
Prano Nath, state defence for
Major (retd) Ahmed Sharful
Hossain:

Q: Were you at the b-
haban as moshalchi for all the
time?

A: | got job in 1972. Since
then. I had been in many places.

Q: When did gnu come back
to Bangabhaban

A° Approximately two years
back from Natore Ganobhaban.

Q: What is the name of the
post you are coordinated by?

A: Controller.

Q: Does he grant leave per-
nul:k;n n;n an lt:tht!‘.l"?

: 1 ap through him.

Q: Is your duty in shifting
system?

A: Yes.

shifts?

Q: How man
ach shift eight

A. Three,
hnurl,Wh
: en was your duty on

3/ I%IW

A: From B am to 2 pm.

@: When did you get the in-
formation to meet the 10 at the
house of hu?

A: At about 1 lam.

@: Did {ou také leave when
you he tion to the
10 on October 3, 19967

- ———

£ show an

A Iamwl carryi ythn-e.

Q: You didn't go to 10. For
this you have no paper?

A: This is not correct.

@: Your statement had been

recorded before the FIR was |

filed.

A: | don't know when the FIR
was filed.

Q: What was your sala +
fore your became moshalchi?

A: |l had no s lﬂcul:grl
used to be provi when what
walgnnndndﬂ ;

: which name Banga-
bandhu had called you?

A: Abdul.

Q: You had been at the hospi-
tal for one month and three
days. Do you have any discharge
certificate?

A: | couldn't collect it.

Q: You have no discharge cer-
tificate as your were not
wounded with bullet.

A: This is not true.

Q: You are giving false
statement for a close relation
with the Bangabandhu family.

A: Hg} tnﬂ:t i

: ould you play from
chlﬁlhuﬂd‘? e

A: Yes.

Q: What is your academic
qualification?

A: I am illiterate.

Q: You were nau h‘t:'y
(danpite) from the very child-
hood (laughter).

Q: Is there any pond at your
village home?

A: Yes,

O: How many?

A: Two.

Q: Is there fish cultivation in
the ponds?

: Yes.

: So there were bamboo
sticks in the ponds. And you
were injured in the abdomen
and hand when you jumped into
the pond as you were a wreck-
less . Now you are mention-
ing the wounds as bullet in-
juries.

A: This is not correct.

Examination by advocate
Gazi Zillur Rahman, state de-
fence for absconding Col (retd)
Khankader Abdur Rashid:

: Would you know anyone
of the Bangabandhu family be-
fore 19677

A: 1 knew Sheikh Kamal and
Sheikh Jamal.

Q: Did you meet anyone of
the abandhu family at the
hospital?

: On the first day. | met
Sheikh Selim and Sheikh
Maruf. Later with none. How-
ever, | met my close kins.

Q: Did you tell anyone of
your relatives the incident?

A: No.

Q: Doctors or nurse?

A: No, | didn't tell them.

Q: Kamal and Jamal were
your mnt:mgorary.

A: Kamal bhai was senior to
me. Jamal bhai was contempo-

rary.

Q: Sheikh Rehana was
yo than you.

A: Yes,

@: Did Sheikh Hasina love
you much?

A: All

How long after leaving

Bangabandhu's house you
joined the service?

A: After two months of ail-
ment.

Q@ Who was the President
then?

A: | can’t remember

Q What was then your job-
place?

A. Bangabhaban.

Q: Where did you reside
then?

be claimed that the premier had
no other alterative. Perhaps she
could bring her daughter home.
In that case. of course. her
grand daughter would have lost
the opportunity to become a
born- rican.” but it could
give the premier the opportu-
nity to be in close touch with
the nation that is ex riencing
monsoonal flood, chaotic law
and order situation and eco-
nomic downturn.

One can also argue, while
another premier can ignore the
need for taking one day off for
giving birth to her own baby,
what entitles the premier in

uestion to take weeks off on

e occasion of her daughter
giving birth to a baby? More-
over, thr this country, which is
known for an extremely high
birth rates in the world, is not
good enough for the birth of its
own premier's grand daughter?
What kind of standard the pre-
mier sets for the nation by
treating her family so differ-
ently from the rest of the soci-

ety?

Finally, the repercussions of
the premier's personal visit
abroad on the speed and energy
of the country's administration
are not maiﬁ?iﬂcmt‘ Reports

that the chief executive's
office is now crammed with
scores of urgent official files.
Whatever the level of technolog-
ical developments, it would re-
main difficult to dispose off
those files efficiently and expe-
ditiously. It will take a long
time to measure the exact effect
of those delays and lack of deci-
sions. but the short-run effects
of those on the administrative
machinery, the involved clien-
tele. and the overall society
must be enormous.

A : At my sister's house at
Bailey Road.
Q: Was your service always at
Bangabhaban?
A: First, | worked at B -
bandhu's house as a staff of
haban. Joining after the
st 15 incident I was sent to
Natore Ganobhaban. | had been
transferred twice to Bangabha-
ban earlier. Last, | was trans-
ferred to Bangabhaban about

two back.
- Who was the President
when you were transferred first

to Bangabhaban from Natore?

A: Possibly Ziaur Rahman.

@Q: Did Ziaur Rahman saheb
know you?

A: | knew him.

Q: Did he know you?

A: | don't know.

Q: Did know other Presi-
dents — Sayem saheb, Khan-
daker Mushtaque?

A: Yes, | knew them.

Q: Did you meet the present
Prime Minister after she re-
turned home in 19807

A: Perhaps it was 1981. | met
her six to seven days after her
return.

Q: Did you meet Sheikh Re-
hana?

A: Yes, almost at the same
time.

Q: Did you not tell her the
incident?

A: | told them some of the
incidents. but they burst into
tears. So [ couldn’t complete.

Q: Did you not tell the matter
to any other Awami Leaguer?

A: | can't remember.

Q: Did you meet the present
Prime Minister after she had
assumed power?

A: Yes

: When did vou meet her
last? After the case was filed?

A: | met her two to three
times after the case had been
filed.

Q: Did you tell her that you
are one of the witnesses of this
case?

A: I was on duty | gave her
salam when she was passing by
me.

Q: Did she not enquire about
your wellbeing?

A: She was surrounded by so
many officials. | saw her from a
long distance. | gave her salam

she took.
@: By whom you were briefed
about r de tion to the 10?7

A: My senior official only
asked me to meet ?ulirr.

Q: You gave false statement
as you were a member of the
family of Bangabandhu

A: Not true _UNB

Verbatim texts of [urther
cross examinations in Banga-

hﬂnc_ihu Murder Case shall be

published as soon as we may re
celve them



