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Intensity of
gas well fire

unchanged

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 22: The inten-
sity of the fire at the Magurch-

hara site remained un-
changed today. according to of-
of through

Leakage s through a
large number of points around
the area continued for
the day. An official of Oc-
cidental said this afternoon
that the presuuli;:m of gas is ex-

high wit metres
m of the rig.

Nigel Hopkins, President
and ral Manager of Occi-
dental, B adesh, alongwith
two other cials visited the

gasfield area today. They at-
tended a meeting with the dis-

See Page 12 Col 5
Aug 15 killing

S detained accused
given division
in jail
Five detained accused facing
trial in the Bangabandhu mur-
der case were given Division

One in Dhaka Central Jail yes-
terday. officials said. reports
UNB.

They have been given all fa-
cilities of Division-1 after the
approval from district magis-
trate in this regard reached the
jail authorities Monday night.
Syc'lc‘lhe accused areh ol [rcéd]l

Farooqur Rahman, Co
(retd) Sultan Shahriar Rashid
Khan, Col (LPR) Muhiuddin,
Hon Capt (retd) Abdul Wahab
Joardar and former State Min-
ister for Information Taherud-
din Thakur.

One executed in
Barisal jail for
killing daughter

A man was hanged to death
in Bil'l}l] mtral ail early yes-
terday for is daughter
in lé. nEYN'B

Abdul ue Mir was ex-

ecuted at the gallows of the jail
at 1.30 am, almost seven -
after he was awarded death
senience by a district court, ac-
cording to an official handout

in the cjltﬁy.
The President rejected his
for. v after Addi-
J of Barisal
Mohammed Abdus Sattar

Bhuiyan rrwloumed the judge-
Hh% rdi 1950 h
., accordi to the
ﬂl'muon. killed his daughter
asima, an issue of his first
wife, on May 26 in 1988 and set
ablaze their house at a village
in Banaripara thana.
On the following day, he
See Page 12 Col 7

Depression may
weaken

The monsoon depression
over northwest Bay moved
northwesterly direction and
crossed West Bengal coast of
India near | at 6 am
Kﬂtcrdnr and turned into a

depression over Gangetic

West B%und adjoining area,

A Met Office special bulletin
said it is likely to move In a
northwesterly direction and

mai'wukm gradually.

‘Monsoon is strong over
north Bay.

Maritime ports of Chit-
tagong, Cox's and Mongla

have been advised to keep
hoisted local cautionary signal
number three.

All fishing boats and
trawlers over north Bay have
been advised to remain an-
chored till this morning.
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Review Committee meets

10pc pay rise from

The seven-member commit-
tee to review the National Pay
Commission recommendations
for about 750,000 government
employees and officials held a
meeting on Sunday to discuss
various issues relating to its
implementation in phases.

e committee is likely to
recommend phase-wise imple-
mentation of the Pay Commis-
sion report on new scale of
salaries and benefits, with a 10
per cent rise from July this
year, followed by 5 to in
January next vyear. highly
placed; sources said.

It is scheduled to submit its
report by September.

There will be another 15 or
25 per cent hike, subject to
avaif;:hllity of funds in the next
fiscal, they said.

But the Class Four employ-
ees will get their full pay, on the
basis of the final report by the
review committee,

However, officials remained
tightli on the proposals.
Establishment Secretary Mahe

Star Report

Alam who attended the meeting
told The Daily Star last night
that he was not aware of any
such proposal. "Do not pay at-
tention to rumours." he re-
marked.

The government allocated ™

Tk 700 crore in the current fi-
nancial year to meet the ex-
penses due to pay hike.

Boat capsizes in
Jamuna: 13 die

BOGRA, July 22: At least 13
people were killed in a boat
capsize in the river Jamuna in
Sariakandi thana of the district
today, reports UNB.

Police said the Sariakandi-
bound engine boat carrying
about 100 passengers from Ka-
malpur village of the thana
sank in the river at about 4 pm.

Thirteen bodies were recov-
ered till 6 pm, but their identi-
ties could not be known imme-
diately, according to prelimi-

nary reports.

this month likely

The committee was formed
on June 23 by the government
with the Cabinet Secretary as
its convenor. Other members of
the committee are Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minis-
ter, Defence Secretary, Secre-
tary to the President, a Member
of Planning Commission, Sec-
retary. Finance Division and
Establishment Secretary.

The committee has been
given the responsibility to ex-
amine all aspects of the Pay
Commission report, how to
implement it without straining
the government resources, its
inflationary effect, how much
could be implemented in
phases, etc.

The cabinet has also decided
that the new pay scales would be
effective from ..K.ﬂ_v,r this year on
the basis of the recommenda-
tions of the review committee.

The fifth national Pay
Commission was constituted in
S;Ftember last year. It submit-
ted its report on June 18. It sug-

See Page 12 Col 8

&

|

AL call to resist "unholy forces’

'Join Friday's prayer to
free National Mosque'

By Staff Correspondent

\

Awami 1Lf:a e leaders at a
protest rally in the city yester-
day vowed to resist the "u
forces” who were trying to "cre-

ate chaos" in the country. Th
also criticised the role lay :
aitu

EIY the Khatib of the
ukarram National Mosque,
during
d-e-Mi-
function at the

Moulana Obaidul Hag,
an incident at the Bﬂl
ladunnabi
ue.

ol e Dhaka City unit of the

Ing Awami League organised
the r:'galljr at Bmﬂnbmtm Av-
enue yestérday afternoon to
protest, what they called, the
unruly activities of some fun-

damentalist groups during the
Miladunnabi function.

Some le threw shoes on
the dais the July 17 func-
tion at Baitul Mukarram
mosque where President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed was present.

Denouncing the recent ac-
tivities of the anti-Liberation
fundamentalist forces in the
guise of Islam, the AL leaders

all true Muslims and pro-
Liberation forces to join
Jumma pr;ﬁgtr at the National

protest the incident.

"Join next Friday's prayer at
See Page 12 Col |
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IF showcause
on Khatib
likely today

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Governing
Body of Islamic Foundation
yesterday decided to serve a
showcause notice today on
Moulana Obaidul Haq. Khatib
of Baitul Mokarram mosque.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Moulana Nurul Islam,
who presided over the meeting,
told this correspondent last
n:&ht that the Khatib would be
asked to reply with 7 days why
he would not be relieved of his
responsibilities.

e meeting also formed a
three-member probe committee
to E
The committee headed
Secretary of Rel

See Page |

Joint
ous Affairs
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BCL, JCD clash

at Eden College:
8 injured

At least eight students of
Eden University College were
injured yesterday in a clash be-
tween the activists of Bangla-
desh Chhatra League and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal. re-
ports UNB.

Among the injured, Helen
Jerin Khan. JCD's Eden College
unit joint convenor and Beauty
Aktler of BCL were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. The other injured are Fer-
dousi, Nazma and Sathi of JCD.

See Page 12 col 6

L

A student injured during the clash, being rescued by police
sacked office room of Eden Girls' University College (bottom).
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pangladesh fall away after good start

COLOMBO, July 22: Sanath
Jayasuriya blasted a hurricane
108 off 83 balls as world cham-
pions Sri Lanka cruised to an
easy 103-run win over
Bangladesh in the Asia Cup
here today, reports AFP.

The dashing left-hander
cracked 14 boundaries and
three sixes as the Sri Lankans,
sent in to bat, made light of a
damp wicket to rattle up 296 for
four from 46 overs.

Bangladesh, granted official

More on page 10

one-day status last month after
qualifying for the next World
Cup. managed only 193 for eight
in reply in a match reduced to
46 overs-a-side due to overnight
rain. |

The Sri Lankans, already
assured of a place in Saturday's
final after defeating both India
and Pakistan in their first two
matches. ended the preliminary
league with an all-win record.-

India, the defending cham-
pions. take on Bangladesh in
the last league match on Thurs-
day needing to score at seven
runs an over to topple Pakistan
Oon run-rate.

Jayasuriya, who took 27
runs in one over from
Bangladesh captain Akram
Khan including three sixes fea-
tured in an opening stand of 171
with Marvan Atapattu, who
scored 60.

Sri Lankan captain Arjuna
Ranatunga hit a run-a-ball 5]

C Seeape 12 Col 7
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UNHCR protests repatriation of

Rohingyas without verification

Repatriation of Rohingya
refugees resumed on Sunday af-
ter remaining suspended for 80
days amidst allegations of
forced repatriation of 187
refugees belonging to 45 fami-
lies.

A UNHCR official in Dhaka
Monday claimed that the gov-
ernment resumed the process
without allowing the UNHCR
field staff to verify the Ro-
hingyas' willingness to go back
home. No tests on physical fit-
ness of the refugees for the

,journey was carried out, he al-

T A
The official said UNHCR
lodged a protest with the gov-

ernment on Sunday. Refugee

ol T o e S e =

By Reaz Ahmad

and Mi%‘atu Movements Re-
search Unit (RMMRU). a non-
government organisation, also
expressed concern over, what it
said, reports of forced repatria-
tion of a number of Rohingya
refugees to Myanmar.
Additional Foreign Secre-
tary Aminul Islam denied the
allegations of forced repatria-
tion. Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, he stressed that the
repatriation was carried out
following "normal procedures”

and that the list ut;lrgﬁgeu to be

r;pamat on Sy was pent

}] ‘U’!’l'!'l{?g‘umhuri ie bl:fg'b-
and

The additional forei
tary said they receive

secre-
a letter

from the UNHCR which con-
tained allegations that it was
‘not provided with the scope to
verify."”

A high official of the Min-
istgy of Disaster Management
and Relief also refuted the UN-
HCR claim and said that gov-
ernment had to maintain a
‘tight schedule’ to meet the mid-
August deadline.

oreign Ministry officials
told this correspondent that in
the current phase of repatria-
tion, the process has been made
a little faster to meet the August
15 deadline for reputriation of
7.000 refugees. Myanmar au-
thorities had earlier requested

See Page 12 Col 4

HC admits petition
on holding IFIC
Bank AGM

By Staff Correspondent

The Company Bench of the
High Court yesterday admitted
a petition filed by two share-
holders of IFIC bank for hold-
ing the next Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of the bank un-
der a court-appointed chair-
Iman.

Justice A T M Monwar Uddin
presided over the bench.

Barrister Rokonuddin
Mahmud appeared for the peti-
tioners. Barrister Rafiqul Hugq,
appearing for [FIC, objected to
the admission of the petition,
cnntending that it was not
maintainable.

+ »Howeuer, the
hearing both the sides, over-
ruled the objection of Barrister
Rafiqul Huq and issued notices
on the [FIC Bank, all its direc-

lndge, after

Bangladeshi women hold
eight per cent of the ministerial
positions against the global
percentage of seven and the re-
glonal percentage of only four,
according to the "Progress of
Nations port 1997" released
by the Unicef in Dhaka yester-
day.

The percentage of women at
top levels of government is
three each in India and South
Korea, four each in Pakistan
and Indonesia. five in the
Philippines. six each in Japan,
China and Malaysia seven in
Vietnam and one in North Ko

By Staff Correspondent

rea.

There is no woman holding
any ministerial position in
Cambodia, Republic of Lao,
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal,
Papua New Guinea, Singapore

Unice_f report

and Thailand.

Iin the regional list of
East/South Asia and Pacific,
only Australia (15 pc). Bhutan
(13 pc), Sri Lanka (13 pc) and
New Zealand (9 pc) rank above
Har;%ad-csh

e regional average of such

rBallgladeshi women hold 8pc
of ministerial positions

women in the Americas is 10
with Haiti topping with 29 pc
and the United States 14 pc. In
Europe. it is 10 pc with Sweden
leading with 38 pc, Sub-Saha-
ran Africa 7 pc, Central Asia 3
pc. and Middle East and North
Africa 2 pc.

The report mentioned that
97 per cent populagion in
Bangladesh have access to safe
drinking water. which is a great
success for the country.

Launching the report at a
city hotel, Unicef Representa-
tive in Bangladesh Rolf C Car-

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP terms
CHT talks

a failure

By Staff Correspondent

The national standing co-
mmittee of BNP, the highest
decision-making body. has
termed the government's just-
concluded peace talks with CHT
(Chittagong Hill Tracts) leaders
as a failure.

The committee meeting with
the BNP chief and Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad, Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair resolved Monday
night, "Reaction of the top
Shantibahini leaders after the
last round of talks and a radio
broadcast by Aakashbani in
this regard clearly prove the
peace talks have failed.”

A resolution adopted at the
meeting blamed the authorities
for "keeping the nation in the
dark on the outcome of the

talks.”
See Page 12 Col 4

2 die from burn
Injuries 1n City
By Staff Correspondent
Two persons died from burn
injuries at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) yes-
terday while the condition of
three other victims was said to
be critical.

According to police, Alaud-
din, 15 and Roshanara, 35. died
yesterday morning. The three
others were identified as Jahir

Hossain, 15, Kulsum 13 and Mu-
jibur Rahman, 42.

They sustained burn injuries
when a house of one Haji Saleh
Ahmed at Lalb caught fire
following the leakage of gas on
Sunday.

Some more city
roads to be
made one-way

The coordination committee
of different government agen-
cies yesterday decided to make
some more city roads one-way
for traffic and some others
rickshaw-free to ease traffic
Jam, reports BSS.

At a meeting chaired by
Mayor Mohammad Hanif. the
committee also decided to con-
struct some new link roads to
avold traffic jam on the turning
points of the city.

The meeting noted that the
wuler-lnF_glng problem in the
city has been removed substan-
tially. It also reviewed the de-
velopment of the committee's
earlier decisions and proposals.

Director General of Ban-

ladesh Railway, Chairman of

and T Board, Commissioner
of Dhaka Metropolitan Police.
Chairman of BRTC, Acting

| Managing Director of Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 7

Khaleda tells Sramik Dal In City

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia has said the

overnment must be ousted be-
ore it gets enough time to turn
Bangladesh into a vassal state,
reports UNB.

She alleged that since as-
sumption ol office "this anti-

ople government has been

usy Imptcmcnting the
blueprint of a neighbouring
country to destroy people,
democracy and whatever the
country has.”

Now. she said, the govern-
ment has almost mmﬁlct:d its
preparation for making the
country a vassal state by pursu-
ing weak-kneed policies. "So, it
can't be given enough time to
ruin the country.”

The BNP leader was address-
ing the 4th biennial council of

Oust govt before country
becomes a vassal state

Dhaka city unit of the Jatiy-
atabadi Sramik Dal. the labour
front of the BNP, at the Engi-
neers Institution in the city
yesterday.

"We have to wage unitedly a
tough movement against this
government, because we don't
want to see famine, dependency
and curse of unemployment
anymore,” she said adding that
none is safe in the hands of this
government.

Even the children of the
country are not safe as there is
panic everywhere of childlift-
ing. On the other hand, Begum
Zia said, many had to die on
suspicion of being childlifters.

"Guardians cannot feel se-
cure after sending their wards
to schools because they do not
know whether their children

See Page 12 Col 1

tors. Ministry of Finance,
Banking Division. Governor of
the Bangladesh Bank and Regis-
trar of Joint Stock Companies

See Page 12 Col 7

Rohingya refugees
demonstrate in
Nayapara camp

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, July 22: A to-
tal of 212 Rohingya refugees
were repatriated to Myanmar
from the Kutupalong camp to-
day.

Somne 3000 refugees in Naya-
para, another camp in the dis-
trict, who are not willing to go
back to Myanmar, prevented
the Red Crescent men from dis-
tributing weekly ration today.

They demonstrated inside
the camp expressing their reluc-
tance to return to Myanmar.

Till today. a total of 2,29.464
refugees were repatriated. There
are 21,413 refugees awaiting
repatriation.

2 commit suicide

Train service through the

opening of the bridge has
come uncertain because the
government is yet to decide on
the type of rail track to be set
up. according to officials.

The bridge is expected to be
opened for traffic on July | next
year.

Setting up of rail track on
the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge (JMB] will not be possi-
ble with completion of the
bridge unless the contracting
company gets work order
within this month, engineers at
the site said. The delay is due to
the authorities' indecision

Jamuna Bridge from the da{;}f

'Setting up of rail track
on JMB may be delayed

By Nazmul Ashraf, back from JMB site

about the type of rail track to be
installed on the bridge. they
claimed.

The government was earlier
given a June 30 deadline to pass
an instruction to the construc-
tion firm — Hyundai Company
of South Korea — to go ahead
with setting up of trackbed on
the bridge. but no such order
has yet been given, they said.

ey however informed that
a meeting at the JMBA head-
quarters on June 30 discussed
matters in connection with
opening the bridge on July one
next as well as installation of
broad gauge track.

See Page 12 Col B

1N City

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons committed sui-
cide in the city yesterday.

One Anwar Hossain, 20, a
factory worker committed sui-
cide at 2 pm at his house at
Gandaria.

Local people recovered the
body and sent it to DMCH.

Further details were not
available,

A housewife committed sui-
cide at Ajampur, Uttara, by tak-
ing poison.

Police said. Nurjahan Be-
gum, 35, wife of a bus driver,
took poison at about 5 pm. The
body was sent to DMCH.

Separate cases were filed.

Congestion surcharge

CPA to send team
to Singapore

The government has decided
to start functioning of the
Metropolitan Court of Sessions
(MCS]) from January next year.

According to sources in the
Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs. in the
first phase the MCS would be es-
tablished only in Dhaka, then
in Chittagong and su uently
in other metropolitan cities.

The Law Ministry has sug-

ested creation of a post of one
etropolitan Sessions Judge,
five Metropolitan Additional

Sessions Judges and seven
Metropolitan Assistant Ses-
slons

Sources in the Establish-

| 1\7Ietropo]itan Sessions
Court from Jan next

By Mizan Ali

ment Ministry said that they
had agreed in principle for cre-
ation of the posts for the MCS to
be set up in Dhaka.

Officials of the Law Ministry
observed that the MCS would
have the jurisdiction to try only
sessions cases of the metropoli-
tan area while the Court of Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge would
try both civil and criminal
cases.

The proposal is now await
ing sanction and clearance
from the Ministry of Finance.

The draft proposal. prepared
by the ministry, said, "the trial
J criminal cases by the judges

See Page 12 Col 8

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 22: The
Chittagong Port authorities are
expected to send a delegatior (0
Singapore next month. The del-
egation will meet the Chit-
tagong Feeder Trade Committee
and request it to withdraw the
decision imposing congestion
surcharge on container cargo,
port sources said.

The Chittagong Feeder Trade
Committee (C '), a Singa-

re-based organisation of
eeder vessel operators, has de-
cided to impose surcharge from
August 15 at the rate of 150 dol-
lars on 20 feet containers and
300 dollars on 40 feet contain-
ers.

The decision came followi
congestion at the Chittagong
Port caused by frequent labour
unrest and natural calamities.

The Chittagong Port author-
ities have already protested the
CFTC's decision to impose con-
! gestion surcharge.




