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Future of DU

As the leader of country's highest seats for learn-
ing, Dhaka University, of late, has been the centre
of lot of critical attention. A very welcome concern
about the unabated deterioration in the standard
and atmospherics of educational institutions
seems to have coloured our social imagination as
never before. Viewed from one angle, it is a pity
though that at a time when most other nations are
well into their preparations for entering the new
millennium, we are still stuck with the basics. So
much so that we are still in search of a proper per-
spective in this field. However, more than our
comparative backwardness what really adds to our
frustration is the lack of initiative matching the
directional discourses or discussions that have
taken place so far. All the wise words have gone a-
begging due to the lack of real action. It seems no
quarter is sincere enough to own its responsibility
in the problem and take the field first to get things
right. Allowed to continue, this trend will defeat
the idea of freeing the universities from the
inefficiency syndrome that they have been suffer-
ing from for quite some time now.

In this general drama of inaction, we hope Sat-
urday's Roundtable on "Dhaka University on the
threshold of the 21st century" cohosted by the
Dhaka University Alumni Association will
provide the much missed dynamism and set the
ball rolling in the right direction.

In its eagerness to show the alma mater a way
out of the doldrums it is in, Dhaka University
Alumni Association has taken a very praisewor-
thy initiative. But this obligative effort should not
be allowed to rot in ineffectuality. It has to be
whipped up into a creative energy, a white heat that
will pave the way for some action. We suggest that
the DU Alumni Association build on its initiative
and make its base as broad as possible by including
all the alumni of the institution. A national
convention can be called to bring the problem
under an even sharper focus around our entry into
the 21st century. The whole exercise has the
potential of metamorphosing into a moral force.
Can we get a move on in that direction? -

Make it Work Now

It is perhaps a very helpful move. This placing of
the entire field staff of the mosquito control direc-
torate at the disposal of the Dhaka City Corpora-
tion. The DCC, or precisely Mayor Hanif, as soon
as he was returned to his present office, pledged to
free his dear city from the menace of mosquito.
The citizens of Dhaka know best how he fared with
his pledge. It now comes to light that the approach
was flawed at the very start — the DCC had no con-
trol over the mosquito campaign field-workers.
Now why should this obstacle be discovered in the
third year of Hanif's mayoralty? Disgraceful is the
performance of his men.,

There 1s' a direttors
mosquito. It has been’ there for long. It works for
the whole nation, doesn't it? If its entire staff is
placed under the DCC who will cover the void? Or is

it that the directorate never went beyond minding
this city's mosquito problem, there being no na-
tion outside of Dhaka? While it can be expected
that the move will help DCC's efforts to eliminate
mosquito become more effective than before, what
will happen to the directorate?

There is indeed no need to weep over a direc-
torate's demise if that doesn't have any use for the
society any more. Mosquito is no doubt a national
problem. But like most other national problems,
the governments can fight these best in the urban
settlements where they come in concentrations

ideal for engagement. A mere directorate less than

500-strong cannot be expected to fight mosquito all
over the country — roughly at the rate of one per-
| sonnel for a thana. But if the directorate goes who

will fight mosquito in the towns and cities other
than Dhaka?

We hope the work in Dhaka will at last pick up.
It is also important that between them the DCC and
government must clearly understand the new ar-
rangement they are making and brief the nation

on it.
Of Caring Carriers

- First the improved and regular trains and now
the airconditioned ress bus — communication
between Dhaka and Narayanganj is evidently
headed for a welcome change after decades of ne-
ect. The twin towns could be one and the same but
or 10 kilometres of low land on the one side and a
river on the other. The physical separation has,
however, pushed up the passenger traffic between
the two rather than lessening it. Trains deterio-
rated becoming garbage carriers and that too very
uncertain and irregular. The commuters ran for
the buses. The bus operators made the most of a
seller's market situation by offering the world's

worst service between any twin cities anywhere. It’

Is good that something positive is being done about
this most important passenger shuttle moving tens
of thousands of people.

In Dhaka there isn't yet a stand for Narayangan
buses. And buses with daubings of Biro an
Sh‘ﬁ.r:? Service and gatelock etc pack passengers
and depart and reach at their own convenience.
Now that some people in the governing seats are
taking care of this important communication link
— the improvement process must not die in the au-
tur ghar or labour room. The airconditioned buses,
a small fleet of them to begin with, is all right and
Is most welcome. Besides having very important
uses such as children and women and the
old and the invalid, the A.C. buses would surely ex-
ert a healthy influence on the service of the stan-
dard buses which ironically conform to no stan-
dards whatsoever.

The move in the right direction should continue
till all the buses of the route begin to practise some
passenger-friendly norms.

For some time to come even A.C. buses will use
the so-called Bishwa Road via Adamjee. A longish
Siddhirganj-Adamjee stretch is too narrow to take
gren three vehicles abreast. In fact, the Premium

us o
citing possible jams there. Something must be

. to beat this congestion before the fruits of the
moves should prove tasty and mouthful.
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perators have justified their 20-taka fare by

e b e e

Towards an Enduring C

ULFIQAR Ali Bhutto, the
whiz kid of Ayub Khan's
first Martial Law Cabinet
was out and out a of the
establishment. He rose up to be-
come the country's youngest
foreign minister under the di-

rect patronage of his milit
huupEvm :#wn he ﬂuntedm

Pakistan People's Party in the
late sixties and during the
crises of 1971, he was known to
be hobnobbing with the gener-
als. Yet after ascending to the
pinnacle of power in a trun-
cated Pakistan, he swiftly
moved to cut the military to size
and assert the supremacy of
civil authority for the first time
in the country's troubled his-
tory. A man of rare ability and
an x-ray vision he knew exactly
what stood on the way of Pak-
istan becoming a stable polity.

So he 'Fﬂﬂdmtl clip the
wings of the military brass to
stop the rise of ‘Bona "in
the armed forces. his deft

leadership, amidst the trauma
of huﬁ-u;ﬂ:‘md h:utﬁmri
long years

Pakistan could be :t:l?ljed
from the brink of collapse.

However, like any human,
Bhutto also faltered and his for-
tune dipped soon after 1977
election which he was to
have at least sel

.‘-
an

for his . A coun

itation launched by

National Alliance (PNA) left
Bhutto totally exasperated.
During those turbulent days,
Bhutto received a guest, albeit a
friend from the f of
Iran. In the banquet host

W Ashraf, Bhuﬁb{
her through the invited
guests and at a point came
across General aul Hugq.

Bhutto made him the Chief of
Army Staff after crossing as
many as sixteen s as his
most trusted man in the uni-
form and obviously took him
casually in the guests' line. But
the Princess, well conversant
with the murky Aﬂdluﬂ of Pak-
istan, did not. After a few st
she ly loocked at her host.
Bhutto knew what was in
Princess' mind. "He is in my
ket," an apparently dis-
urbed Bhutto whispered his
confident reply to the Princess.
A few days later, Bhutto was in
Zia's custody, if not in his

This sely illustrates the
stark vulnerability of the
democratic polities in our part

ECENTLY President
Clinton apologised, on
behalf of America to a

group of African-Americans,
who were ill-served by their
own mment. A few years
earlier, America apologised to
its citizens of Japanese
ancestry, who too were gravely
wounded by ' their own govern-
ment, and gave them monetary
compensation, as a gesture of
regret.

A closer look at the two in-
cidents will lain why Amer-
icans have a deep mistrust of
their government. One of the
extreme manifestation of this
mistrust is the militancy of
anti-government militia

ups, such as the one Okla-
oma City federal building
bomber Timothy McVeigh be-
longed to. Although democra
has taken roots, and flourish
in America for over two hun-
dred years, the founding fa-
thers, and later several
amendments to the constitu-
tion, sought to curb government

ﬂowen and enhance individual
liberty.

i The first g{l th“%u t:r: incidents
known as the Exper-
iment." Decades agu?gt?le ov-
ernment deliberately decided
not to treat some African-
American males suff from
venereal diseases. The idea was
to see what happens when these
diseases go untreated. The pa-
tients were not told! President
Clinton apologised to some of
those can-Americans still

alive, for acting as guinea pigs
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BTV channel-2

Sir, year it was an-
nounced. e latest propa-
ganda: in two years' time, under
state control, subject to fund
availability.

If it is in the private sector, it
can come up by early next year,
as FDI (minority share) will be
no Srohlem provided the state
holds a minority share.

The problem is not engineer-
Ing, financial, or technical. The
commission’s report may carry
a recommendation, not a deci-
sion. Policies are getting more
opaque than transparent. The
i has to be improved.

A Husnain
Dhn.kn

DCC: Slow and

steady

Sir, The Dhaka City Corpo-
ration has announced a 40-year
project to straighten the
crooked lanes and by-lanes of
old Dhaka. Good for the next
generation not yet born.

A similar 31-year project
may be announced to level the
city's footpaths. Every 10 yards
my footstep has to come up or

o down at the sunken car-
rives across the footpaths
connecting the gates of the
houses beside the footpath.
Dangerous in the dark or in
dim t.

Another 1.9-year project is
nece to fill in the missing
manhole covers on these foot-
paths (the period is short as the
manholes are already there and
the size of each manhole is
standard). If there is shortage of
funds, at least half the man-
holes may be covered with
theft-proof covers.

To minimise financial strain .
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n:'.lfyh:mwnrld. It nim? how bru-
t € question of | ‘
the norms of civility, 'Iﬁm
opinion and even the nations
: can be brushed aside and
an elected ment dumped

in no time. Then there would
not be any dearth of domestic

su ﬁlﬂﬂ'l or external patrons
l'nrp € usurping regimep Worse

still, there is no appro te
strategy as yet evolved for the
defence of the nascent democ-
racies which are, at the best, ex-
perimenting with the rudi-
ments of the system. They sim-
ply succumb to the assault
mounted against their fragile
foundation. ile blatant mili-
tary takeover had been almost
an unmistakable pattern in
ml-mlomni world, nowaddys,
are many who draw con-
mﬂt?:c from th; t:t'_mdl set in
with tri of democr
after the Cold War. -

It is often asserted that an

i table global environs
would now take care of the ad-
venturers and the tial
rulers find it

w to sustain themselves.

nd realities around the

do not seem to vindicate
such claim. Moreover, the no-
tion is incomplete and a histor-
ical. Because the democracy’'s
victory. if any, is in no way ab-
solute and it has its own ups
and downs throughout its long
chequered history. There are
instances of the world sliding
back to authoritarianism even
after riods of democratic
flush. So what is the guarantee
thlll ft-'?ht history will not repeat
itse

The with the mili-
tary do not just end there. The
problems are more acute in
democratic sets-up themselves
and co in the countries
that mili rule
earlier. In such coun an
urllcrmlccclll to power has

ven the military experience,
Ennﬂdenc: and vital contacts
turning it into a dominant so-

cial force. The exposure to
ve it a chance to leave a
which is difficult

to be erased. With such assets at
its disposal, it is in a position to
reassert its role in national pol-
itics and reappear in national

scene al any opportune junc-
ture. Both Bangladesh and
Pakistani stand testimony to
these possibilities. Even when
it is not overtly ruling the coun-
try. it continues to remain a
factor to be reckoned with in
domestic politics. In Pakistan,
vital foreign policy issue like
Afghanistan remained an ex-
clusive domain of the armed
forces. It is also impossible
there to take any decision ei-
ther on nuclear policy or
Kashmir issue without having
the military in confidence.

in our country, although the
politicians enjoy absolute free-
dom in decision-making on na-
tional issues they are rather
cautious about stepping into
‘sensitive’ defence matters and
prefer to treat the armed forces
more as a large corporate body
with almost total autonomy.
After the fall of Ershad both tf)\(e
elected governments favoured

dissimilar from that of either
Pakistan from whom we bor-
rowed most of the traditions of
martial law tics. During the
early days of our .
there were instances of the mil-
itary— either or in
group— fraternising the politi-
cians to promote their

or group interests. Later the
trend reversed with the politi-
clans fraterni the military
to be in its book. Nowa-
days, this fraternisation which
is undertaken in more organ-
ised way also aims at diffusing
the threat, if any, from mili-

nt. the BNP
carried out this exercise in a
naive naked manner by creat-
ing its own lobby in the armed

forces and
plum : gov-
ernment of Awami e with
its stigma of gross negligence of

the armed forces during its ear-

statues quo with to mili-
lll]’l a tments in ambas-
sadorial posts with certain
quota as well as some key
civillan positions of the gov-
ermment. Not only that, some of
the arrangement which involve
the military but were intro-
duced by the milit regimes
purely under martial law condi-
tions are allowed to remain till
date. That Awami League in-
ducted maximum of military
brass in its rank points to how
much im ance it all attaches
to its military connection. It is
not thus surprising that the AL
rnment, the most civil of
e civil ments, adjusts
itself to the legacies of the mili-
tary regimes without even the
prick ol the conscience. At the
moment, the AL seems more
concerned with its own survival
than the sustenance of an en-
during civil order,
The pattern that emerges
from a delicate civil-military
equation in Bangladesh is not

lier rule prefers a policy of ap-
peasement.

Whether it is fraternisation
or appeasement seldom would

any government have daring to
cross the way of the military
however docile, al and con-

formist it may be for the estab-
lishment. None would like to
tamper with its beefed-up bud-
et allocation— whether justi-
ed or not. No politiclans of
standing would risk hlﬁi'ul:ur:
anyone raise any question
about the lucrative contracts
and purchases within the
forces. A sort of quid
quo has since been established
between both the sides
full control in their own re-
spective spheres. Both sides
seem to be working to develop
in the arr t a stake for
each other. But it works only on
the short term basis.
In the run, however, the
dynamics of power politics

LETTER FROM AMERICA
Recent Happenings in America

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

come into play with some of its
ugly glm l.;tuaunn—- the fail-
ures of the ty. the opportu-
nities provided and seized as
well as a temptation for the
tion. Benazir — Bhutto's
dau t;!fth—c with all her bitter-
ness o military appeased
its tzgr;u by sending, on be-
ing . her first emissary to
the Army Chief. She undertook
hazardous journey to Siachen
gt.::;iﬂﬂt;l ltert{lﬂlc with the
ps ting there. On sev-
Eﬂx.l mﬂnm mm. she lhdlcltl‘:g
offic prerogatives an
compromised with the s
';dlﬂm failed to A“prnd re-
to uce re-
i by Eoe prasdent e M
t, the
was apparently not on her side.
Our prime minister also has
shared food with the troops, put
on an army fatigue during field
manoeuvres and lavished
aises on 015 armed forces in
€r ceremonial speeches. These
are just in the fitness of things
in her capacity as the -
chief executive as well as de-
fence minister but not
to forestall potential assault

against the civil authority.

Somethin fundamental
remains to done by the

politicians to remove the threat

of military — both overt and
covert — once for all. It is to put
up a paradigm of performance
distinctively better and more
attractive. It can be seen in
lhlncﬂllight that all governments
n
and military, have to their
credit track records almost in-
distinguishable. With some
luses and minuses they all had
, on average, same in
their ormance and none
could singularly stand out. Al-

though it was rmrl.l{ the re-
sponsibilit uﬁht politicians
to deliver to the nation under

any circumstances they unfor-
tunately had always been on the
look out for II:IFL ts of some
A X
ures.

of appropriate system respon-
sible for all the 'rn:ﬂldiel dog-

the nation. At the t of
tary's primacy in na
politics it was ar that the

adesh, both civilian -

ivil Order

set right.

The free economy was once
identified as the panacea for di-
luting the country's economic
stagnation. Then there were
movements for reverting back
to parliamentary system to
make the government answer-
able and accountable. In turn
all these goals were achieved by

about the desired sys-
tems. But what had not been
achieved was to make these
changed systems work. There

was no visible im in
the quality of politics. And
was no tative

in the performances of the su
uent governments. As a re-
sult, a spectre of despair we
wanted to dispel continues to
haunt us. We desperately lock
for alternative of some promise
whatever may be its hue.

The yearning for alternative
keeps growing as there is a con-
tinuous precipitation in our so-
ciety. polity and economy.
Contrary to the expectation,
ssion in the
s v:lhkh is of tradi-

ues. Consequently, it
becomes a favourite turf of ter-
rorists, extortionist and mus-
has lost its

clemen. The
puP:)onea is, at the best, a
seli-serving profession. In al-

most a s t econo the
growth has di . Law
or order situation is as as
ever. Higher education contin-
ues to suffer setback with unrest
raging on the campuses. The so-
cial justice is trampled with
ever widening rich-poor gap.

Public money is squandered
away by the bank-loan default-
ers. With corruptions rampant,
the investment is shy. The
smuggling across the border is
almost open. This has been the
picture almost common with

ernment can arrest the trends,
it would be credited with the
lying of fthu:-. t}:’:undauﬂn of a
rampart for protection of a
civil order in the country. Much
of the construction of that ram-
part and turning it into a
el r,"‘f o it
tic ty su -

on an imaginative

&nhlp imbued with vision,
commitment and sincerity of
mtmtuwellumequdgrnf
the politiclans. Only then a
uality government capable of
ance is possible. We have

to our fingers crossed until

there is a

restoration of democracy would  we

- It takes a big man to apologise. America has, to its own citizens. Perhaps Germany and Japan should as

well, to the whole world! African-Americans are now suggesting
apology — for slavery! Stay tuned

in the shameful episode.

The other apology, to the
Japanese-Americans, came
about a decade ago. the
second world war, atter the
Japanese bombed Pearl Har-
bour and declared war on Amer-
ica, Americans of Japanese ori-

were gathered in camps. For

eir own safety, they were told.
After all, they resembled the
em:mz! No such things were, or
m could be, done against
Americas, because they

looked like the rest of the Cau-
casian Americans. Further,

about 27 per cent of Americans
are of German origin.

Although the camps in
which ananeue-ﬁmerﬂ:n:
were interned in no way resem-
bled Hitler's concentration
camps, it nevertheless was dis-

aceful that America found it

t to basically imprison a sec-
tion of its own citizenry! For
many Japanese-American sol-
diers, this posed a bizarre
dilemma. ey went about
fighting bravely for their coun-
try in Europe, and liberating
inmates from Hitler's concen-
tration camps, knowing full
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well that their ﬁll‘l‘:ﬂll back
home were in such camps, de-
prived of their liberty!
Nevertheless, it takes a big
man to apologise. America has,
to its own citizens. Perhaps
Germany and Japan should as
well, to the whole world!
African-Americans are now
suggesting that America owes

them another apol — for
slavery! Sta tl.:nets).‘:,ﬁig:’IIr

Last week was a t week
for science buffs. The

Pathfinder sent stunning pic-
tures back from our nearest
%l"anetar}' neighbour, Mars.

€ pictures were so Earth-like.
The topography of Mars looked
as though it was right out of a
scene from a Arizona or Saudi
desert.
Humans have so fantasised
about life on Mars. We have cel-
ebrated Martians “landing” on
our megther planet. What if
there are creatures on Mars?
lmﬁmc how petrified they
must be to see a space craft from
Earth actually landing on their
planet! Unlike Martians "land-
ings" on Earth, where the visi-
tors were apparently afraid of

being detected, the Earth craft
does not hide its presence. In-
deed, it defiantly moves about,
looking for rocks, analysi
them with laser light, an
0 y (unlike ET's call)
sending s s back to earth.
In short, Pathfinder is ter-
rori the Martiansl|

;:I (;._:rr:nt technol-
Ogy 1s ca making it hap-
S has no plan to send

, the
ﬁmumnnltnﬂminﬂmnurfu-
ture However, if America actu-
ally embarks on a mission to
Mars (President Bush talked
about it in 1989, without allo-
cating the funds), the round trlf)
will take about two years. If
earthlings do land on , the
"Martians” will surely take to
the hills....

Last month, Michael Jor-
dan's Chicago Bulls won their
fifth National Basketball
Championship in seven years,
defeating the Utah Jazz, four

es to two. (The two years

hicago Bulls did not win the
Championship, Michael Jor-
dan was his luck, unsuc-
cessfully, at baseball.)
Michael Jordan is the

world’'s number-one su-
rstar now, although golf's
Woods is catching up. Af-
ter the series wasn knotted two
ames each, Michael Jordan
ell sick. He hiad a stomach
virus, unable to 'hold any food.
Yet, the fifth gam:, in Utah, was
crucial. Hllturir had shown
that in a tied ser

l:mutd u:nd anc! s
strength, try to win
Elxth and men{h games in

Jordan played. Did he ever!

. yed
th hi king
rts‘uml:gmtm :ttlili wnl:}g&

ngerly after eve lﬂurt.
ﬂlc Jordan Iljmr}; -

han led Chi» to victory
in the — close

to forty ]:a-t'.llgll:llwIle Chi

won
the sixth as well. Jordan's
inspirational fifth game per-
formance left sports fans

s hless. It ad ded one more
mension to his aura, and
rther embellished his multi-

faceted talent. Hi:re was a very

wealthy man, literrally putting

on the rickshaw-pullers, 30
rickshaws may be got fitted ev-
ery month with light; sub-
sidised by DCC and some vol-
untary NGOs. For 90,000 rick-
shaws, it will take 3,000
months. A 27-year programme
may be announced for eviction
of offices from the residential
areas. Anti-mosquito pro-
gammeu are in operation since

e ‘Dacca Municipality’ days at
the beginning of the c:ntully (I
have seen as a student in late
1930s); hence the precedent
may be extended to the 21st
century (100 years). The
mosquitoes are getting demo-
cratic and mixing too much
with the voters.

Better to plan something
slow and steady than to have

no programme at all.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Who is Correct?

Sir, It is really surprising to
see when our honorable prime
minister and finance minister

ve contradictory statements

public. It happened recently
in as many as two occasions as |
have noticed. First, on June 14,
1997, nurm ué- budget
seminar, enter for
Policy Dialogue, said that if we
could remove the bottlenecks
and impediments prevailing in
our economy, our investment
scenario would have improved
a lot. It clearly implies that
there are bottlenecks in our
economy.

However, n apers of July
4, 1997 have pub the news
that our PM has assured the

chief of OECF, Ja by sa

that there is no tleneck in
the investment process in
Bangladesh. Does not this

statement of PM contradict that
of our FM? Secondly, in the TV
rogramme "Deshbashir
uk ukhi”, when PM was
asked how did the ent
file cases in the wrong court
a st the people involved in
share scam, she admitted gra-
ciously that government this
time was wrong. But in an in-
terview with a press (on
June 25, 1997, at 's chamber
in the parliament), when Mr.
Kibria faced the same issue, he
replied that government did not
do anything wrm;F: rather,
there was a provision in law
which allowed to proceed in
this manner. So, contradiction
again! Now my question is: who
is correct?
Whom should we believe?
PM or FM?

A . I :
Dhaka.

Misplaced generosi

Sir, The other day the gov-
ernment has donated one lakh
taka to the family of Mahbub
who had earlier died inside the
wheel carriage of a Biman air-
craft.

It is difficult to understand
what prompted the government
to make this generous offer.
Does the government own re-
lpgnuibility for his death? How
S0

Mahbub's surreptitious en-
try into the wheel-carriage to go
to Saudi Arabia unau
was a suicidal aet in Ituﬁ
which caused a lot of embar-
rassment to Biman and the gov-
ernment. Moreover, the gov-
ernment had to incur substan-

tial expenditure to bring back
his dead body from Blll:gl Ara-

bia.
Now on top of that the gov-

ernment has dished out one
lakh taka and a minister
handed over his dead body to
his father as if he was a na-
tional hero! If the cfnmmt
taken such a silly decision M
to please some people, then
help this government.!

Md Kasem

35/A, Mogbazar, Dhaka

- Crime and
punishment

Sir, We would like to register
our anger and outrage at the ab-
surd justice system of our coun-
try. Seema Choudhury was
raped and died in "mysterious”
circumstances. Yet no one is
held responsible for the dread-
ful end of a young life. Indeed,
the accused are exonerated
"honourably" because of loop-
holes in the process of law,

- which were misused blatantly

by persons concerned.

The learned judge based his
decision on the fact that Seema
did not ster the case herself
and that the statement required
under 164 GPC was not avail-
able. How can we be totally
oblivious of how difficult — in-
deed impossible — it is for a
rape victim to register a case,
assuming that Seema was in a
physical and psychological
state to do so? We are not un-
aware of the kind of eriminal
cover-up police have been
known to indulge in? Indeed it

is ironic that the very points on

which His Honour based his de-
cision, are, to us, clear proof of
the intentional negligence of
the officials in charge of
Seema’s case.

Since Seema was in police

custody Lh;gugl';]uut this trau-
matic period, whose res -
bili ‘HP'-:I it to eri1sure thp:;n:l]l
] procedures were fulfilled?
Presumably the lnvutlﬁ:ung
officials were well verse in the
legal requirements of such
cases, so what is the reason or
excuse for their ¢:riminal negli-
gence? Do police: officials and
medical professionals not have
the legal and moi-al obligations
to extend minima ] support and
assistance to rap : victims, who
are often not awz.re of legal re-
quirements?

What signals will such
judgements send to ua-
tors of such crim es of violence

Sir, Your front
on 11 July '97 abcut out
200 acres of Gulshan Lake by
RAJUK to Singap ore-based In-
duz Valley is ly alarming. It
sounds even mon sinister that
one formidable lcal business
oup well-knovn for their
oan defaulti culture has
oined hand wi I thﬁn.u:l;ohe
any powerful inves tor
1m.':"iFlI. nﬁ:rnc :::ely than not, will
reveal t San e owns
Indus Valley. It is S:‘E:w'n
that the same gro up had shares
in oil exploririg company
"Schimitar”.

There is a coraplete lack of
tran in t/h1e whole deal
and one can smel ] rate, On the
one hand. the RAJUK claims
that everything h ad been done
according to the: rules, and
clearance from DoE had been

his life on the line, so that he
could his

At the
Jordan

Next ! lblf: Bulls will
Pﬁ' ,their chise player
t rty-ffve- on dollars for

services Hm.’.;H!tlmhm

One reader to the
jusecs v, ke o

suggested that use of the
"race card” in dcf:'g: of Mike

'lz'nonm . Pete Rose,
the baseball player who has
most hits in baseball, was

banned from baseball, and Hall
of Fame, for , in 1989,
Since Pete Rose is te, |

not have a case, the writer ar-

obtained but the latter denies

any of it. The Master
Plan for s had
been conveniently set aside.
To substantiate their claim,
RAJUK should make the
whole project in details
with scale models. Is Guishan

Lake a private of RA-
JUK that it can 1 of
space for 1 taka?

The DS, has in the past
taken up many causes and
"Save Dhaka" was one of them.

We would entreat you
to revive "Save Dhaka" again
and out investi-
gation into this and re-
veal all facts to eamn
our lasting grati :
Iskander Meah
Gulshan North, Dhaka
Judgement should
be published
Sir, The of the 'Nari O

Shisu Nirjaton Domon Adalot’
(Women and Child

Prevention Court) by a judge-
ment acquitted four
accused of violati Seema
Chowdhury, a garment worker.
The ju delivered the |
hond fray shvescird plbeped o o2

46-page judgement. He said : "it
was a case without evidence or

The j t delivered bz
the court has create
widespread confusion in the

society. In order to dispel this
confusion, we feel the judge-
ment delivered the court
should be published in the

newspapers.

Mostqfa Sohel
Banani Dhaka-1213



