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Repatriation resumes
Rohingyas clash

with police:
13 injured

From Abdul Monaem Khan

COX'S BAZAR, July 20: A to-
in

tal of 187 Rohi ref
two camps in the town were

repatriated to Myanmar this
resuming the process

&ﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬁ.mﬂmmum-

sources.
. Refugees to repatria-
tion clashed with police at

Na camp, which left 13
ﬂt‘;‘qumd. The injured in-
Rohingyas, police and

t em of the
O aton, o Tores
were arrested from the

With the repatriation of 187
Rohingyas belonging to 45 fam-
ilies . the total so far stood
at 2,29, officials said.

Msatther:paf:ruuun
ﬂuhﬂttnldthlam[mm

See Page 12 Col 7
Surcharge on
container cargo
at Ctg Port
from Aug 15

From Staff Correspondent

M%ﬁéﬂdﬂ Trade Com-
mittee ( ) a Singapore-
based organisation of ship
owners, has decided to impose

congestion lun:hl.rﬁ on con-

tainer cargo at C Port
from August 15. port and ship-
agency sources said

said, the cunjﬂtian

at the Chittagong port
to frequent labour Enrut

i

kR

ted the CFTC to impose
surcharge as the container

vessels 3{”"““‘ on the Chit-
tagong-Singapore route were

to incur huge demurrage
due to v
MnMdCme-
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Reconciliation

bétween Zinat

and Mosharraf
By Mizan Al
An amicable settlement has

been reached between Zinat
Mosharraf, MP from Jatiya
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natural calamities has

JRC meet ends :
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Support for Ganges Barrage proposal

India assures full implementation

of water sharing agreement

By Staff Correspondent

Indian Water Resources Min-
ister Sis Ram Ola yesterday as-
sured that his country would
take all necessary steps to
strictly implement the provi-
sions of the G water shar-
;ng accord signed in December
ast.

"We are committed to honour
and abide by every word of the
treaty and a]]lthc i of the
n]gmnmult.“ Ola said admitting
that there has been some
shortfall in the stipulated sup-
ply of water during a particular

period of the SEeason.
T.hehldlat?rynﬂniuttr said the

two countries have set up a sci-
entific committee to identify
the reasons for the shortfall of
water and declared categori-
cally, "There will be no problem
in future.”

Sis Ram Ola was addrcsa.trLlﬁ
a joint press conference wi

his Bangladesh counterpart
Abdur Razzak at the Water Re-
sources Ministry yesterday af-
ternoon at the end of the two-
day JRC

This was the first meeting of
the Indo-Bangladesh Joint
Rivers Commission in seven
years and the 32nd meeting
since the forum for consulta-
tion on water-related matters
was set up between the two
countries in 1972.

A joint communique issued
at the end of the JRC meeting
was released to newsmen prior
to the press conference.

The JRC meeting, according
to the communique, also dis-
cussed sharing of waters of the
Teesta and other common
rivers. It said, "The two sides
discussed the issue of immedi-
ate revival of the Standin
Committee and Local Leve

Committees to resolve the is-
sues of tying of embankments
with priority to Teesta em-
bankment.” Respective mem-
bers of the JRC of the two coun-
tries will meet "immediately at
the Teesta border to discuss the
t}dnﬁ_luf embankments,” it said.
¢ joint communique
stated: "It was agreed that the
Joint Committee of S un-
der the chairmanship of the
secretaries, water resources
ministries of the two countries,
would be immediately reacti-
vated to discuss the issues of
sh of water of Teesta river
and other common rivers.”
rdHﬂth to the G ac-
cord, the e-parugra%ﬂ com-
munique said that the JRC
meeting discussed "implemen-
tation aspects and the problems
encountered at Farakka.” It
stated, "The two sides appreci-

ated the need to remove the bot-
tlenecks in implementation of
the Ganga/Ganges Treaty with
further negotiations.”

- The communique said, "It
was decided to undertake joint
scientific studies in accordance
with the terms of reference
which have been jointly fi-
nalised by the technical teams
of the two countries.”

It further stated, "It was
agreed to maintain trans-
parency in implementation of
the Treaty both at Farakka and
atH e Bridge."

The Daily Star learnt that
the scientific committee will
comprise six members, three
from-each country, to be headed
by a Joint and start
functioning immediately so
that problems encountered in
the implementation of the wa-
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An Awami League unit office on the pavement of a city road at Fulbaria.

— Star photo

Hasina becomes
grandma

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has become a grand-
mother, UNB.

Saima Wazed Putul, daugh-
ter of Sheikh Hasina and Dr
Wajed Ali Mia, gave birth to her
first child, a da ter, in the US
city of Miami, Florida at 8.10
gm local time on Saturday (BST

.10 am Sunday), acco to
the Prime Minister's office.

Both mother and child are
well, the PM office sources said.

The Prime Minister went to
Miami on July 15 from Ger-
many, where she attended an
international conference on
adult education.

India-Pakistan
rematch

today

COLOMBO. July 20: The de-

sive Asia Cup madlch between
L?ﬂdia ard Pﬂ?ﬂﬂmﬁhlu aban-

doned due to rain on Sunday
and will be repla at the Sin-
halese Sports Club d on
Monday in keeping with tour-
nament rules, AP.

The match was called off
shortly after 2 pm local time
when t and subsequent
rain set in for the second time
with Pakistan at 30 for 5 in

RABI-UL-AWAL 14

@The Baily Star

1418 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,

MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ™.
OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605967, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

Restriction on movement of people

Gas leaking thru |
hundreds of pts
at Magurchhara

From Igbal Siddiquee
SYLHET, July 20: Intensifi-

cation of the fire at Magurch-
hara gas well and leakage of
through "hundreds of points
around the gas well has created
panic in the area.

A district administration of-
ficial said tonight is now
coming out through "several
hundred points around the gas-
field.” Leakage of 5&3 from more
than one hundred points have
been marked around the rail
tracks, he added.

Meanwhile, Occidental offi-
cials were found busy shifting
their equipment from the areas
of the gas well. They have
marked about one kilometre
area as "very risky”, and
warned the people of 'serious

consequences.”

Drilling of the 'relief well’,
which was scheduled to begin
this week to douse the fire will
now be delayed further, an offi-
cial of Occidental told this cor-
respondent this afternoon on
condition of anonymity. "The
latest situation will™ again
change the scheduled pro-
gramme” he said. The official
sald that, the rig which was
brought from Thailand is ex-
pected to reach Magurchhara
within a day or two, It is bein
brought to Fenchuganj throu
river route and from there it
will be taken to the gas well
area by road, he said.

But, under the present cir-

See Page 12 Col 4

Iﬁ_gter to BTV DG

BNP sets preconditions for
- Khaleda's participation

Opposition BNP set certain
preconditions and sought dis-
cussion with BTV authorities

for p ground for Begum
Khaleda Zia's participation in
its live pro ¢ 'Deshbashir

Mukhomukhi,” reports UNB.
In a letter to BTV Director
General Syed Salahuddin Zaki
yesterday, BNP Sl:f.‘rElﬁI'K Gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
said the BTV authorities should
fulfil the conditions so that the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament could join the pro-

Earlier, BTV sent a letter to
the Leader of the sition on
June 24 inviting her to the

Deshbashir Mukhomukhi fol-

lowing Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's participation in-that

He said the BTV authorities
would have to assure that tele-
vision would not be used
to wreck the image of BNP and

_rector

its leaders in future after re-
gaining its lost credibility
through participation of the
Leader of the Opposition in the
programine.

It will have to make sure
that the presenter, panel of

uestioners and the audience at

auditorium would be con-

sidered neutral by the country-
men and the BNP as well.

The BTV authorities must
ensure that it would not distort
the voice, picture or sound as it
did in the near past.

Bhui requested the Di-
eral to inform BNP
whether they were ready to take
decision on the aforesaid issues
after discussion with the BNP.

In his letter, the BNP secre-
tary general said resentment is

. on June 23. simmering am the people as
e ., Mannan Bhutyan - the -mngpgud by
said a discussion .u;uu:;rtn the partzauaweapuntu
be sure whether the BTV invita- destroy the Rg lic image of the
tion is not an arrangement to leaders of BNP and its front or-
destroy Begum Zia's public im- ganisations.

"The television has never

played such a nacked role in the
past as it is doing now to assas-
sinate character and destroy

See Page 12 Col 3

" thority on ch

Taka devalued

by 45 paisa

Star report

The taka has been devalued
by 45 paisa against the US dol-
lar with effect from today, ac-
cording to banking sources.

With the fresh devaluation,
the first in this financial year
and fourth in the calendar year,
the Bangladesh Bank's buying
rate for one US dollar from the
banks is now Tk 44 instead of
the earlier rate Tk 43.55. The
selling rate is now Tk 44.20 in-
stead of Tk 43,75 earlier.

When asked, an official of
the central bank said that the
dollar was going strong in the
last few s which demanded
downward adjustment of the
taka. He also said exports
which had been declining in re-

See Page 12 Col 3

Attack on farmers’
procession in

Meherpur: 2 killed

MEHERPUR, July 20: Two
persons were killed when a pro-
cession of farmers came under
attack b{l their rival groups in
Sadar thana today, reports
UNB.

One of the processionists,
Sharifuddin, 22, died on the
spot while another, Abdul Gani,
24, succumbed to his injuries at
Meherpur Sadar Hospital. Both
were chopped with ramdao.

About 200 farmers of village
Kola were marching towards
the DC's office to submit a
memorandum for saving their
croplands from water logging
caused by an embankment.

But the incident occurred
when the owners of east and
west beels, who erected the em-
bankment near the croplands
attacked the onists at
around 11 am, local people said.

See Page 12 Col 4
Gold haul at ZIA

Civil aviation
securityman

arrested

By Staff Correspondent
- _The Detective Branch (DB)
police have arrested a securi-
of the Civil j}‘muﬂgglih:g-
e of smu
ﬁlﬂlﬁl worth al:ggt Tk one crore
Police said, a special squad
of the DB~ ﬂ'“ﬂ ul
Khalek Miah from the house of
his relative at Mirpur in the
city on Saturday t.
Khalek was absconding after
a case was lodged with Canton-
ment thana in connection with
the of 118 bars, at
Zia International Airport.

mﬂdmmn. hﬁl;bf::?i mn'fhzv;r:ﬁm was earlier halted g ' .
the Dhaka City Corporation Cabinet body on law & order suggests e overs with Pakisian af 18
. . . L | :
«aemraisms | Stern but cautious action against - IDE BHABAN
X X me fund li T e Doy QAT &
gissenes | some fundamentalist groups | SEREEEEEE || (@Mreelag
tthh:ter:ulhlndw Hlfﬂ{;n:d.f?:“:; llll"Tt:endwurdﬂ ;:{.n:.lr;.t? ;Ili: dlﬁmm mqui . after bringing him on police lﬁ‘nr:lkdaa;:] r:-':farﬁl:l:lt‘ pmﬂé: %o a 20 ﬂur!ﬂ?l E“EJL?IE\E::EMIMIEMI (36*

quent correspondence,

mated that he was willing to

rected the police to take more

lam presided over the meeting

Dhaka Metropolitan Police

any result due to rain, the two
points will be shared but India

omnplex of international standerd
:‘ilhnﬁﬂﬂll‘f new concept-is ready ror

e-Bangla
hi life with | effective steps nst terror-  at the Cabinet Division in the  headquarters sources said they | wiil need to beat adesh licensing oul, located in Sher-e-
canti?lﬂu; 5 cmjl.lil.l heangy :f;uumm and morning. were considering filing a 'sedi- | , bigger margin on umay?ﬁ Nagar an militullu-nd!rf‘l:“;u?: d::.
The Mayor asked for her | acid throwing, an official press It was attended, among oth- :-iﬂﬂhuﬂllﬂ Iﬁllﬂll some people See Page 12 Col 8 mega cily of Dr::z.ﬁlth 2 Micien
opinion about this and she | release said, BSS. ers, lzyl_llndmm Minister To- nthisr : has bd o1 ensu s
at fael med, Water Resources Officials said agencies con- securily and safety mea
agreed The co Ltee its 5th G l
Mohammad Hanif, talking | meeting also discussed the Minister Abdur Razzak and cerned also told yesterday's OVt p ans tO with. modern
to The Daily Star last night, | matter of placing a proposal in ggrh:uiture Minister Matia W that tt:de l:h:ﬁ ;ﬁ: bllll d hOllSiI] facilities
said over 5 th gsad immediate : was crea *
nmlﬂ:t::: iz e e m:ktsgr: t h:r ulrlj; r::u The it also discussed  ale Issue nst the govern- g
' pression of women and acid the incident occurred at the  mentto : Comp]ex for
. throwing. Miladunnabi function at Baitul The July 15 hartal and
the discussed 'unruly’ t abuddin Ahmed, of- Anirban also part
e )
vitd f - ficials said. bid. officials of the in- |
ﬁl.'tl' B]B m es by :-;Et undamen e ¢ MRS ¥ the ot ant o By Staff Correspondent i) Commercial space
r t:m'rt?ur. <y EmPh"tiil:d. it H.““.idﬂ] HI e oo Hhfttes. The Government plans to 1 ‘ ;
' - M. Rt Reth by members of Acting Cabinet Secretary | build in the city a permanent - the 4-storied shopping podium and the 20 storied
Towards an En- housin ex for ministers
Officials said the meeting some Islamic %uul:m Kazi Shamsul Alam, Home Sec- Puhlh:l Weika onasteay tower are integrated to a compiete independent
durin‘Civﬂ also reviewed country’s law However, the law-enforcing  retary Shafiur Rahman, Law (PWD) sources said ? centre
order situation, giving a special ﬂg}q personnel arrested one  Sec M Aminullah and In- The PWD Is exa. '
Order look on the resent Frovoeaiie il from the T lnies PR 0B pmrjmpm MAZ | possible sites for the provision for 34 shops at gr. Floor, 47 shops at the
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Abdul Hafiz Fire in garments factories scarch Institute and past of the
Page 4 e = Chandrima Uddyan. All three - provision for at least 3 banks .n‘;dmmmi g
sites are in Sher-e-Bangla Na- stores are aiso there in the grou st :
E Lack of training, poor safety [ ™" "< | i s il
OCus they are examining the pro- open space ik
blamed e Sy e
: t : : ava n :
Arsenic alert measures € ¢ it Niowiers pincs v .
oyt By Masud Arif ii) Office space - from 5th to 19th floor office space.
40 million at risk: I d f- t b
Needed awareness Lack of interest of nt said. garments factories, arrange- naciinite us B : The buliding has been ensured with sufficient
. industry owners in the Some eight lakh ment for water reservoir, num- . . . :
campaign mnf-.’ in fire safety measur- employed in about 2, ;l:rc ber of trained and uutrained | Strike 1n Barisal security and safety measures with modern facilities.
Page 5 ers and un structure of ments factories in the city. workers, condition of power | Frotin: Btaff Corvesoondat You are requested to pay a visit to this prestigious
buﬂdm? cause deaths in inci- At least 54 were killed  supply lines, and number of fac- pon building 1o see the available facilities.
| . dents of fire in garments facto- in incidents of fire in garments  tories having fire extinguishing BARISAL, July 20: Bus ser-
factories in last five years, ac- equipment and automatic | vice between Barisal and the
i e i Bank, VIP
Senior fire service officials cording to Fire Service sources. smoke or fire detecting devices. | rest of the country was sna =  C: Prospectus is avallable at Al Baraka Bank,
's f said, in incidents, pfoph The officials said it that was It tTl: rl:potrt;gll:: réunt ll:: {?1: an indefinite period from Road Branch, 35/C Nayapaitan, m...;% =
Masood's forces claim “téﬁm garments facto- sometimes difficult to conduct ar IMos armen s : 415832 ) . at a cost of Tk 250.
to have captured ries not even know how to fire fighting onrauunu da; lactunufln thci hcityﬁmnsl;::gg | " Tt‘he declngn:[ :r;: t.kTal HItIJ ig {.:l:ﬂ 834486 )
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Baghram, um:n“ tﬁu RN s i?ln E:rmen ;:nrr:m*p-u::rl 'amc ase and and Civil Defence (FSCD). At | vision Bus Owners and Workers
Page 8 "Most of the time, the fire- water reservoirs to ish  the time, out of about 1950 gar- | Coordination Council, and the
fighting equipment are like fire. Besides. some Df:fjhtn?:clo— ments factories in the city and | Barisal, Patuakhali, B na,
- s eces,” said an official. ries are located in c ar- its suburb. only 936 had Pirojpur and Jhalakathi dis-
Buﬂmm "The factory owners only get the eas and the workers were not from the Fire Service. tricts bus and minfbus owners
licences but in most cases they trained to vacate the building According to the FSCD Ordi- associations held here today. Location map _
o do not train up their staff to  when fire broke out. As a result, nl?:lﬁx "n;dhuildtng c]u_:' place The hllu uthcrl uI;‘ B;r'iul e e - :
Reportmmarme tackle fire i nt.” in most cases, the workers were 5 u as a warehouse or | stopped plying their vehicles on IDB Bhaban - 2 ;ﬁ—-—-——ﬁ-ﬂ-‘“m
| ries sector finalised: The officials said they wrote stampeded or trapped inside, as a wor unless the owner | inter-district routes in su
: several letters to the said. or occupier thereof shall have | of the ongoing transport strike E/0-A, Rokeya Sharani
BMFA accuses govt- Bangladesh Garments Owners r-I.“::Iv'he fire service officials ob-  previously obtained under this |'in the d ;1! Sher-e-Bangla Nagar ‘ ‘ l
formed committee of and Manufacturers Association served that the factory owners ordinance. a licence for such The district Bus Owners' As- Dhaka-1207 BhaBan |5« = 8w Parving Comme Son
mmm prob- (BGMEA) to send workers and should arr ‘fire-drill and  use from the Director (Fire Ser- | sociation also supported the Phone : 81 04 80 Beve o 3 Camnpus
; employees of garment factories evacuation-drill® for their vice)." strike. Fax - 8002810450 : —
lems of themdumy for training. Lastly, about a workers time to time. The officials however said Sources sald movement of '
Share ori e year ago. some factories sent a The Fire Service is now con- that the Fire Service had onl buses and minibuses on 50
prices conlinue very few . not more than ducting a survey on the gar- tour | tors in Dhaka routes, including Dhaka,
to plummet at DSE 50, to the Mirpur station of the ments factories to collect data iwo in ﬂarnyangnnj to check | Khulna, Pabna and Rajshahi, DFP-16515-16/7
Pages 6.7 Fire Service and Civil Defence on location, accessibility, fire safety measures in indus- remained stopped due to the
ag d Directorate for training. they strike.

height of the buildings housing
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