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DMKbacksoff |

from threat to
quit Gujral's govt

NEW DELHI, July 17: India's
shaky centre-left coalition
overcame a four-day-long crisis
today when a regional party
backed off from a threat to quit
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral's government. reports
Reuter.

The crisis blew over after
leaders of the 15-party United

Front in a four-hour
meeting that its uabbles
could only help rival Hindu na-
tionalists waiting to grab

chances in a likely mid-term
election, alliance leaders said.

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) party decided
not to press its threat to with-
draw its four ministers because
it was upset with some coalition

artners, Information and
rnadﬁ;ing Minister Jaipal
Reddy reporters.

"l would say the problem is
over,” said.

The United Front has 178
lawmakers in the parliament's
545-member lower house and

ts vital support for its minor-
ty rule from the Congress
Party, which has 140 deputies.

itself was thrown out
of power in elections in 1996.

The coalition is ranged
against the Hindu BJP which
controls 193 votes. Opinion
polls indicate the BJP would
stand a chance of captur-

r if a mid-term election
were held now.

The DMK, sinking differ-
ences with communist part-
ners, also endorsed a decision
by the United Front not to ad-
mit a breakaway group of Gu-
g:l'a Janata Dal party, the

shtriya Janata (RJD), al-
liance leaders said.

- Shima murder

From page 1
an appeal could be preferred
against the acquittal order in
the Shima murder case within
the shortest ble time.

The case file will be exam-
ined by the Attorney General
being aided by the three DAGs,
the AG said.

A high-powered committee
headed %y the chief law officer
of the country is needed to be
formed for invcsugat.ling and
prosectrting sensation: -
tarit' criminal cases, KS Nabi
told UNB.

Acquittal of the accused in
the Shima murder case, if re-
sulted from lack of proper in-
vestigation, should be severely
dealt with, the AG said.

"Preferring an appeal in the
Shima murder case is bein
treated with tnfp riority and af-
ter scrutiny of the relevant pa-
pers, the ap against the ac-
quittal of the accused will be
preferred soon,” he said.

President
From page 1
the podium, they said.

At this stage, the President,
cordoned by his securitymen,
left the venue.

One person. identified as
Khalil, was picked up by police
from the scene. He was taﬁgn to
Motijheel thana.

An official handout later
said, an sed unruly group
in the garb of religion ob-
structed the President's Eid-e-
Miladunnabi programme at

Baitul Mukarram Mosque
premises.
President Justice Shahabud-

din Ahmed attended the func-
tion timely. But as a sequel to
the post-hartal demonstration,
some unruly people in the garb
of religion tried to create chaos

The organised group created
dgzlbuatructiﬂn in a pre-
planned way at the time of the
inauguration of the Mi-
ladunnabi programme by the

President.
This unexpected and awk-
ward situation disrupted the
t's function, the hand-

BCS exams

From page 1
made on the basis of merit and

95 per cent on the basis of quota
t districts. Of the 55

.lﬂi:lu'r:enttnwnmmandﬁ
per cent to the tribal people,
The PSC in its annu

out

report
Published recentl suggtsl;::d
abolition of the 30 r cent

uota for FFs as freedom
ghter candidates are not
available now.

For the 17th BCS Examina-
tions, PSC had invited a plica-
tions on March 30, IBBE to fill
up 1,475 vananttPoatﬂ‘ Prelimi-
nary test was held on Septem-

15 the same year and writ-
ten examinations were held
from May 5 to June 1, 1996, The
results of written examinations
were published in October and
psychological test of the candi-
dates was held in November the
same year. Later, the viva voce
had comp 1

Meanwhile, the preliminary
test of the 18th Bcg Examina-
tions was also held and written
examinations will start from
mid-August, PSC sources said.
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Kocheril Raman Narayanan (R) is embraced by Congress
President Sitaram Kesri (L) yesterday in New Delhi after
Narayanan was elected President of India by a landslide
majority becoming the first Hindu "untouchable" to hold

the post.

—AFP/UNB photo

Narayanan elected

Indian president

NEW DELHI, July 17: Koc-
heril Raman Narayanan was
proclaimed Indian President
today, becoming the first Hindu
“untouchable” to hold tl:l::_gual
of head of state, reports ;

Narayanan, 75, crushed his
only rival, former chief elec-
tion commissioner T N She-
shan, in countrywide polling
held on Monday, domestic news
agencies said.

Narayanan, who is currently
India's vice-president, will be
sworn in as the president next
week at the British-built Presi-
dential Palace.

The five-year term of presi-
dent Shankar Dayal Sharma
ends on July 24.

The results were declared
several hours after officials be-
gan coun nearly 5,000 votes
polled by national and state
politicians in 27 Indian states
and union territories.

Narayanan's victory was
widely expected as he had the
backing of all the country's
mainstream parties.

His challenger Seshan was
supported by the hardline
Hindu nationalist Shiv Sena
Party which rules the western
Indian state of Maharashtra of
which Bombay is the capital,

The election of Narayanan, a
former journalist. university
lecturer and diplomat, is seen
as a victory of the mass of so-
called Hindu "untouchables"
who slill suffer discrimination
at the hands of upper-caste
Hindus, analysis said.

Son of a physician, he es-
caped most forms of discrimi-
nation. working his way up
from relatively humble begin-
nings before studying at the
London School of Economics.

He was ambassador to Thai-
land, Turkey, China and the
United States before joining the
Congress (1) Party and becoming
a member of parliament.

His background as an intel-

Miladunnabi

From page 1

through "Jasne Juluse" proces-
sions, milad mahfils, discus-
sions and waz mahfils across
the country.

Bangladesh Beter and
Bangladesh Television started
broadcasting special pro-
grammes hi lighting the sig-
nificance of the day.

Islamic Foundation began a
fortnight long programme yes-
terday.

The programmes include
regular seminars and waz mah-
Jfils and an Islamic book fair at
the south gate of Baitul Mukar-
lz;aum national Mosque till July

The High Court Mazar Ad-
ministrative Committee organ-
ised a waz mahfil at the mazar
premises after the Magreb
prayers yesterday.

Tamaddun Majlish arranged
a discussion and Hamd-Naat
mahfi]l at Jatiya Press Club au-
ditorium yesterday afternoon.

Fire-exits

From page 1
tem.

6] increase in fine for violat-
ing safety measures.

Besides, a three-member
committee, headed by the Direc-
tor General of Fire Service and
Civil Defence, was formed to re-
view the fire-safety measures in
the garment industries and to
submit a report with appropri-

} ate suggestions.

h

Editor : Mahfuz

Printed by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail,
Dhaka-1000 and published by him on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52
Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-1000. Editorial. News & Commercial Offices:
House No: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX:
500092-4, Commercial: 500091, Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No:
3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA. Email: dstar@bangla.net

lectual won him the ba
all major Indian parties for
presidency.

Narayanan, whose wife is
from Myanmar, has two chil-
dren. In August 1992, he became
the vice-president. a largely
ceremonial post.

Tk 153 cr needed
to repair

city roads

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) will need 153 crore to
repair the city roads, C offi-
cials said. -

The DCC has already sent a
proposal to the LGRD Ministry
which has advised the DCC to
identify the repair works on
priority basis and send te
project proposals for each one
of them. an official of the DCC
said.

"So far, the ministry has ap-
proved three such projects in-
vol Tk ten crore each,” the
official said.
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Dhaka, Rome sign 3-yr
cultural accord

A three-year cultural ex-
change programme between
Ban ade:ﬁl nnld 5:1 was
signed at the Cultur stry
in the city yesterday, reports
UNB

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Obaidul Quader and vis-
iting Italian Deputy Foreign
Minister Senator Patrizia Tola

the exc programme
Mhaﬂ of ht?c&i: respective
governments.

The exchange programme
signed under the cultural

t of 1991, included ex-
:m‘;:ﬁl; de tion, scholar-
ship., ., radio and television

or

Frogrnnuneu. and cooperation
development of culture,
sclence and technology and
sports.

Secretary in charge of the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs
Syed Yusuf Hossaih, Italian
Ambassador to Bangladesh Dr
Raffaele Miniero, DGs of Bangla
Academy, Shilpakala Academy
and National Museum were pre-
sent.

Patrizia Toia left Dhaka yes-
terday winding up her three-day
visit to Bangladesh.

Talking to newsmen at the
Zia International Airport prior
to her departure, she stressed
the need for bol Dhaka-
Rome ties in all fields of coop-
eration.

Describing as excellent the
existing relations between the
two countries, Ms Toia hoped
that the visit would help those
to strengthen further.

"Time has come for the two
countries to come closer to ex-
pand both economic and politi-
cal relations,” she said.

Similar sentiment was re-
ciprocated by State Minister for
Foreign airs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury who saw her off at
the ZIA.

Ctg Kotwal
thana OC
suspended

CHITTAGONG, July 17: The
Officer-in-Charge of Kotwali
thana of the district was sus-
pended today for his
of duty. UNB.

When contacted, CMP Com-
missioner Ashraful Huda con-
firmed that OC Fazlul Kabir had
been and departmen-

tal action would be taken

against him.

Bid to loot
Saudi meat
in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 17: At least
10 persons were injured, two of
them seriously, in police action
at Amtali of Barguna district
last night.

Police and witnesses said.
the police resorted to lath-
icharge when a group of
tried to loot 65 pieces of Saudi
sacrificial meat from the Am-
tali thana parishad.

Two seriously injured Ha-
run, 25 and Amirul, 20, were
admitted to hospital.

The Italian Deputy For
Minister referred to her talks
with adesh ministers and
leaders during the visit and said
it would add impetus to the ex-
isting relation.

Giving a brief resume of the
visit, she said, "It has created a
positive evaluation.” In this
context, she appreciated the
‘ambitious programme' in eco-
nomic and social sectors of

adesh.

She told newsmen that an
[talian economic delegation
would visit Bangladesh shortly
o see investment opportunities
for foreign investors.

Replying to a question on
GSP for Bangladesh items in
European Union countries, she
assured that it will be done in
consultation with other Euro-
pean member states.

Banks asked to
disburse fund for

purchasing jute

The ha;tn have been di-
rected to € necessary mea-
sures for effective and speedy
disbursement of funds r
for purchasing jute, reports
BSS

The directive was given at a
high-level to review the
price, production and purchase
of jute held in the city yesterda
with Finance Minister Shah
M S Kibria in the chair.

The Finance Minister told
the meeting that all concerned
banks have been alﬁad l; take
necessary st so that the jute
growers get lair price of their

He underlined the need for
purchasing jute at the right
time to make the farmers get
fair price as per the commit-
ment of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

'FFs to foil attempt
to destroy

Shikha Chirantan’

Leaders of the Muktijoddha
Sanghati Parishad have urged
the pro-liberation forces to
launch a vigorous movement to
stamp out the killers, and col-
laborators of Pakistani occu-

tion forces during the War of

beration in 1971 from the
country, reports BSS,

"Get prepared to face the
challenges of the rajakars who
wanted to put off the eternal
flame (Shikha Chirantan) by
dest its structure.”
told a rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club.

haired the chairman of
the
rish

Cal TR B

kat Ali. MP, the meeting called
for intensifying the movement
against anti-liberation force
and said that the freedom figh-
ters would take to the streets
from today and would not re-
turn home until the rajakars
are eliminated from the coun-

“We will give a beﬂttlnf y
to the defeated forces of Erﬁﬂif
they come to destroy the

Chirantan,” he wamed. l a PID

" have been affected
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Flood situation in 22 dists reviewed

35 lakh people

affected, crops

on 1 lakh acres destroyed

More than 35 lakh people of
6 lakh families in 22 districts
by the floods
that caused extensive to

crgi and property, reports

The flood also claimed 77

lives so far, according to offi-
cial figure.

The figures were given at a
high-level inter-ministerial
Disaster Man t Coordi-
nation Committee meeting held
at the Secretariat yesterday
with Fore Minister Abdus
Samad in the chair.

The Furﬂ? Minister told
the meeting that he talked to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on Wednesday and yesterday
morning and informed her of
the latest flood situation and
the relief and rehabilitation

activities.
Standing crops on one lakh
acres were letely damaged

and on some 1.60 lakh acres
partially. About 3,000 cattle
perished in the flood on-
slaughts.

e flood also damaged
more than 600 kilometres of
roads totally and 2,500 kilome-
tres partially in the affected
districts. A total of 125 educa-
tianairulnatitutluns were dam-
aged fully and 442 ally.

Besicza. some ﬁ-;u hrlgj
and culverts were damaged in
the affected areas. A large num-
ber mud-and-thatched houses
were also washed away.

The meeting was informed
that diarrhoea broke out in the
affected areas following the re-
cession of flood waters. Seven

peopie have so far died of diar-
rhoea.

State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief
Tal Abdul Khaleque toid
the meeting that the worst
flood-hit areas are Bandarban
hill district and An-
wara, Banshkhali, Chan-
danaish and Patia thanas in
Chittag and some parts of
greater et district.

He said assistance for house-
building and ultural re-
habilitation would be the pri-
ority sectors for these areas.

€ government had made

an emer arrangement to
set u deep tubewells in the
ﬂuod?hit areas of Bandarban.

Similar arrangement has

also been made for other flood-
hit areas.

Khaleda visits

flood-hit
areas 1n Feni

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday visited
the flood-affected areas of
Chhagalnaiya, Fulgazi and
Parshuram thanas in Feni dis-
trict, reports UNB.

She distributed some relief

materials among the flood vic-
tims who apprised her of their
misery and alleged that the ex-
tent of damage was higher in
this year's flood due to govern-
ment negligence.
They also told the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
that they did not get any relief
material till date. said a party
press release.

She visited Muhuriganj, Ka-
ralyabazar, Jangalbari, Chha-
galnailya, Pathannagar. GM
Hat, Parshuram, Chithalia,
Fulgazi Bazar, Sripur. Mun-
shirhat, Darbarpur, Anandapur
and Kalirhat.

After visiti the flood-hit
areas, Begum Zia exchanged
views with local journalists at
Feni Circuit House.

Begum Zia returned
Dhaka at night.

Ashari Purnima

tomorrow

Ashari Purnima, a religious
festival of Buddhist commu-
nity, will be observed at
Shakyamuni Buddha Bihar at
Mirpur Section-13 here tomor-
row, reports UNB. .

On the occasion, a daylong
g:‘ugmmmc will be held at the

har premises from 6 am, said
andout yesterday.

to

PW-3 narrates Aug 15 incidents

From page 1

that Sheikh Hasina burst into
tears time and again when he
narrated to her the assassina-
ion of country's founding fa-
ther Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
during one of her visits to
Tungipara. the ancestral village
of Bangabandhu.

"Almighty Allah will do the
justice,” Hasina had told him,
Rama said as defence counsel
Mukul questioned him if he was
asked by her to go to court or
magistrate or thana to inform
the matter.

The PW-3, Selim, started his
deposition after being intro-
duced by special PP Serajul
Haq. Prosecution lawyer advo-
cate Ramzan Ali also interro-
gated Selim during his deposi-
tion to the court.

Selim had come to Banga-
bandhu's house in 1967. He
worked at the house as a servant
and got a Euvcrnment job as
Bangabandhu's personal staff
in 1972.

Earlier, the arrested accused
Col (retd) Syed Farooq Rahman,
Col (retd) Sultan Shahriar
Rashid Khan, Col (LPR) Muhi-
uddin, Honorary Captain (retd)
Abdul Wahab Joardar and for-
mer state minister Taheruddin
Thakur were brought to the
court.

Narrating the incident, Se-
lim said he and Rama woke up
hearing the sound of opening
the door of Bangabandhu's bed-
room. They were sl on the
corridor in front of the room.

As Ban%ahandhu. wearing
ganjee (vest) and lungi, was go-
ing downstairs "Amma (Begum
Mujib) gave me spectacles and a
ﬁwya.bi of Bangabandhu to give

im at the reception on the
ground floor."”

Selim said he found Ban.?a-
bandhu at the reception telling
someone by phone to dglw: mes-
sage to Rajarbagh and Canton-
ment that miscreants had at-
tacked his sister's house.

"At this time, rain of bullets
hit the wall, and Bangabandhu
and 1 sat on the floor,” Selim
said and added Bangabandhu
went upstairs after not findin
anyone over telephone. "I fol-
lowed him."

He continued: We found Ka-
mal bhai on the staircase. He
was going down to the ground

floor. Bangabandhu closed the
door after going inside his

room. At this time, we heard
heavy firing from the south di-
rection. '

From the window of Sheikh
Jamal's room, he said, he
watched several armymen in

black uniform entering the
house opening fire. He then
took shelter in the bathroom of
Jamal.

Selim, who was then. 21,
told the court that from the
bathroom he heard the attack-
ers asking all inmates of the
house to surrender.

“Later, | saw two armymen
in black-uniform coming up-
stairs. Again | took shelter in
the bathroom."

Selim said: The two men
with stengun came to me. |
thought they had come from
cantonment receiving news of
attack on Bangabandhu's
house.

"But it was not correct.... As
soon as | came out of the bath-
room they opened fire on me.
Four bullets struck my hand
and abdomen and I fell down,"
the PW-3 said showing the court
his wound marks,

He said he sat on the floor
leaning against the wall and
saw live armymen taking
Bangabandhu towards the
staircase.

"Seeing me wounded and
bleeding, bandhu said the
boy has been working at my
house since his boyhood and
asked who has fired shots at
me."”
Bangabandhu also said,
"Where will you take me? Why
are you making nonsense?
What do you want?" But the
army personnel didn't reply,
Selim told the court.

"Afterwards [ heard sounds
of firing, I heard Bangabandhu

roaning,” said an emotional
elim.

After sometime, Selim said,
he saw Begum Mujib, Sheikh
Naser. Rama and Russel being
taken towards the staircase.

But, Begum Mujib shouted
near the staircase, I will not go
there ..... shoot and kill me
here,” said Selim.

He said later the army per-
sonnel took Sheikh Naser,
Rama and Russel to the ground
floor and Begum Mujib to the
bedroom. "I heard sounds of fir-
ing and groar:‘ng of women in

the bedroom.*

Selim said: After sometime
firing was stopped and 1 was
still sitting on the floor. One
armyman asked if | would be
able to go downstairs and some
of them took me there,

"While going downstairs |
saw the body of Bangabandhu
lying on the staircase and | was
taken down over his body," said
Selim.

He continued: Reaching the
verandah of ground floor | saw

the body of Kamal bhai near the
door of reception. Later some of
us were kept sitting in a line, he

“From there, 1 also saw the
body of a security guard, and
bua, Rama, Mohitul and DSP
Nurul Islam stand in an-
other line,” Selim said adding
he also found Russel standing
near Mohitul.

He told the court that one
army personnel had hot ex-
change of words with another
over sending him (Selim) to

hospital.
After a while, several army
eeps a tank reached the

ouse and some officers de-
scended from the tank. They
talked in English and Bangla.
tage, armymen re-
ceiving instruction from the of-
ficers took Russel bhai and af-
terwards | heard firing and
gganlng of Russel,” Selim told
court.

He also said that a crying
Russel grabbed Mohitul in fear
and asked him if they will also
kill him.

Later, Selim said, one army
officer who came from behind
the tank took him to hospital
where he met Sheikh Selim and
Maruf. They asked him about
the situation at the house of

u.
ey have killed all.” he
said.

While making the deposi-
tion, Selim informed the court
that all nine members of the
Bangabandhu family, excepting
Sheikh Hasina, had resided at
the Dhanmondi residence.

"Exce tin&cﬁhcikh Hasina
and She&h hana, who were
abroad during the incident, all
the seven were killed at the
house at about 5 am on August
15, 1975, he said.

His nearly one-and-half
hour deposition concluded at
1:30 pm when the court was ad-
journed for lunch break.

Five out of the 14 state de-
fence lawyers for the abscond-
ing accused in the murder case
also cross-examined Selim.

Replying to a question from
Advocate Mahbubuddin, the
counsel for Ma]]nr (retd) Bazlul
Huda, PW Selim said Sheikh
Kamal and Sheikh Jamal went
out on August 14, but returned
home by 10 to 10:30 pm.

He said both the brothers
used to have their dinner by 10
to 10:30 in the evening. He said
he had served dinner to both the
brothers on August 14 night.

Hc:&ldving to another ques-
tion, im said he woke up on
August 15 at about 5 am when

Bangabandhu had opened 1hie
door. "[ heard the smipﬁd ol fir-
Il'lg after | woke up ... fire w .~
coming from southern side of
the house and it was one sided "
he said.

"Peeping through the win-
dow of Jamal Bhai’s room, | saw
about 3 to 4 people attired in
black towards the house
from outside the gate,” he told
the court.

He said he saw bandhu
making phone calls ifrom the
reception, but could not say
whom he (Bangabandhu) was
talking or trying to contact.

In reply to a question from
Advocate Ruhul Amin, the
counsel for Major (retd) Noor,
the prosecution witness said he
mac}; the statement with police
on October 3, 1996.

Selim said he was seriously
injured after being hit by stray
bullets and was in the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital for
one month and three days and
Prof Matiur Rahman had
treated him.

He said he was taken to the
hospital about two to two-and-

a-half hour after he was
wounded.

About the personnel he
saw firing t the Banga-

bandhu's house, Selim said
"possibly I'll be able to recog-
nise them if | see them now."

State defense for Major (retd)
Rashed Chowdhury, Major
(retd) Abdul Aziz Pasha and
Capt (retd) Majed also cross-ex-
amined PW Selim.

The court was adjourned till
10:30 am on July 21 (Monday).

will be taken soon.

He said a committee is now
working to explore the possibil-
ities and ways and means of ex-
porting computer software
which is considered as a very
Erﬂm:;n export sector for

e meeting reviewed the
overall export situation of the
lx}st fiscal year and took stock
of sectorwise progress.

It was informed that the to-
tal export crossed last year's
EI:SE]'} of 43 hilllunhUS dollar

ichis 14 cent higher than
that of 1995%.

The meeting decided to con-
tinue to provide external mar-
keting assistance at the rate of
10 per cent on FOB value on ex-
port of jute yarn and twine.

i

Hydrocarbon

From page 1
nies, which also included state-
owned BAPEX, submitted their
bids either singly or jointly to
explore oil and gas with their
0wWn investments.

The minister told newsmen
at the Petrocentre that the in-
vestment to the tune of two bil-
lion dollars only in gas explo-
ration operation is a conserva-
tive figure and the actual in-
vestment could go up to a much
higher level,

The investments rould go up
to three billion US dollars by
the year 2005, just only for ex-

loration purgou* if at least
ve wells are drilled during the

period, he said.

Khan pointed out that more
money would be invested in the
processing and development of

s fields as well as In the

treamn businesses, taki
the total figure to a hig
amount.

"By the grace of Allah, we are
Fﬂinq to make our fortune, our
uck.” he said.

Representatives of the bid-
ding companies, who were pre-
sent at the news conference,
Hoped that they would be able to
invest millions of dollars for
the exploration and develop-
ment of gas fields if they win

Zia murder case

From page 1
tigation and police headquar-
ters will ensure compliance of
the order.

The 10, in his J)raytr. mern-
tioned that investigation could
not be ted due to time
constraint.

Assistant Commissioner
(Prosecution) ASM Ataur Rah-
man put up the case on behalf of
the IO,

Photo-journalists
From page 1

tal, UNB DMCH correspondent

reported.

_-The trouble erupted when
Sanaul and Mohsin went to
take launch at Liza'Hotel near
Baitul Mokarram National
Mosque at about 3:15 pm and
protested the serving of low
standard food.

Following the protest, the
restaurant owner Liton aloﬁ
with his accomplices attack
the two photo journalists and
beat them up seriously.

They also assaulted some
other press photographers
when they went to the restau-
rant from their nearby associa-
tion office.

Six of the injured — Amran
(Star), Mir Ahmed Miru
(Janakantha), Hasanuzzaman
(Meillat), Mir Mohiuddin So-
han (Ittefag), Mahbub Hossain
Nabin (Sangbad) and Shamim
Noor (Desh Janata) — were
given first aid at the DMCH.

A case was filed with Moti-
{\IIL::I thana in this connection.

€ was arrested.

WHO official

From page 1

house yesterday afternoon.
The driver rnf Saifuddin’'s
car., Khosh Md Mamun, was
also in the vehicle when the

of about five shot him.

mna police sent their
emergency team to the DMCH
last night. None was arrested
and no case was | ed in this
connection till the filing of this

report.

CHT talks

From page 1

They said the PCJSS delega-
tion is likely to leave sometime
this afternoon for their tempo-
rary headquarters at Dudukch-
hara on the Bangladesh side of
the border with Tripura. carry-
ing the copy of the agreed draft
of the proposed agreement, for
discussions on it with their
colleagues.

However, there had been no
briefing last night for the sec-
ond consecutive day. Earlier on
Tuesday, NCCHT convenor Abul
Hasnat Abdullah told newsmen
in a single sentence statement
that sides were working on
the draft of the t.

But there had been none for
the past two days to brief about
the progress of the talks or even
to say how long the talks would

! last.

exploration

the L

An executive of Cevron of the
USA. the that bid for
only one ., told newsmen
that they are h to invest
one billion US dollars for the
exploration and production of

But Andy Penneycard, the
representative of Shell Hydro-
carbons Holdi BV which is
bidding for six blocks, said that
his company would invest
'mulltri-hi lion dug::: from
exploration up to stream
businesses

The energy minister said af-
t:re:tall::gnno{thebidnltﬂu
expe . agreements will be
signed with the successful com-
panies under uction shar-
ing contracts ).

Arther Anderson of the USA,
a renowned consultancy firm,

hted for gc pur-
the s

has been a

pose fol tion of

the World Bank, he b

i Tlhi;uccehl;ful hﬂdﬁ? will
pic u t and

the PSCs uEIll b.:ugul with

them by December 16, Khan
said, adding

power generation and fertilizer
production, and in production
of liquified natural gas (LNG).
the minister said.

Asia Cup
From page 1

dulkar said.

India will name their team
on the mo of the match as
they have not had an u-
nity to practise at the um.

Sri . two peints up af-
ter their win over Pakistan in

the opening . are con-
cerned about the poor form of
wicket-keeper Romesh

Kaluwitharana. Lanka de Silva
will play if Kaluwitharana is
dropped afﬁem an otherwise un-

C :

Sri Lanka need only to beat
India to reach the final, their
last game will be against
Bangladesh, who lost to Pak-

istan on Wednesday.

Hartal observe

at Bogra

BOGRA, July 17: A half-day
hartal was observed here

protes the of Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal activist
Masum, UNB.

Local district unit of JCD

called the hartal
immediate arrest and exem-
lary punishment to the
Ejﬂm. Masum was killed by
unidentified terrorists on Mon-
day night.
All shops and business es-
tablishments were closed and
vehicles went off the roa«

Abolish quota

From page 1

The examinees under the
banner of "BCS Examinations
Movement Council® made the
demands at a press conference
:y the Jatiya Press Club yester-

said that to press home
their demands, they would hold
a rally on Sunday and then
submit a memorandum to the
PSC.
The government had earlier
announced the provision for 30
per cent quota in jobs for the
wards of fighters on
March 26 last.

The movement Council
claimed that 37.000 ‘ra-
jakars' all the ple of the
country had direct or indirect
role in liberating the country

the war in 1971.

Leaders of the Council said
though 28 months have
since the process of 1 BCS
examinations began, the resuits
were yet to be published. How
can we appear at the 18th BCS
written examinations while
they are yet to know the results

of the us examinations,
they a with a sense of frus-
iration.

Md Aminul Akhter, Joint
Convenor of the Council read
out a written statement at the
Elrru conference. Md Akbar

ussain, convenor the Council.
and its members Ahsanul Haq,
Md Mohiuddin Milky,
Hussain, Rouf Sarkar and
Hussain were also present.



