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Reactivating JRC

Thatdhe Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) of India
and Bangladesh is going to meet for the first time
in seven years is welcome news. We expected a
meeting much earlier because that would have been
quite natural following the signing of the Ganges
water treaty between the two countries. As an apex
body to oversee matters related to common rivers
of India and Bang
| decisive role in thrashing out differences and also
resolving problems, if any, between them through
its expert advice. In this task, the JRC has at its
disposal the supporting materials, facts and fig-
ures. So the body is in a position to help the two
l_ governments to tie the loose ends.

Reactivating the JRC, therefore. augurs well not
only for the Ganges water-sh accord, but also
for the whdle gamut of sharing the waters of as
many as 54 common rivers. The two-day Dhaka
meeting of the JRC is expected to concentrate on
the problems faced in implementing the Ganges ac-
cord reached in December last year and on the
permanent sharing of water of the river Teesta.
These agenda, considering their importance, show
that the parties involved are quite alive to the deli-
cate issue of sharing waters. Unfortunately, how-
ever, this awareness was found wanting in releas-
ing details about implementation of the accord,
particularly the problems of operational nature, if
any, for public consumption. Now that the JRC is
once again saddled with the responsibility of mon-
itoring and assessing the overall situation con-
cerning implementation of the treaty and avail-
ability of the quantum of water as stipulated, it
should review the report submitted by the Joint
Committee set up under the provision of the Ganges
Accord. It should ensure that facts and figures re-
lating to the operationalisation of the accord are
made available on a regular basis to the media for
maintaining transparency. This is necessary not
only to keep the public informed of the latest de-
velopments but also to stop detractors from
spreading all kinds of rumours. We understand
that the JRC's responsible handling of the situa-
tion can help the two countries to adjust their posi-
tions if and when desperately necessary. So, we
urge the two governments to ensure that JRC holds
its meetings regularly so that it can sort out any
problem that may arise from time to time.

Rage after Hartal

What was this nation doing on Tuesday? In the
towns and cities and specially in its most hectic
patch — the capital city, the nation kept indoors.
Dhaka was a near-dead city that day. Why? Well,
the nation at large was held a hos me de-

faith. They dare

on the stigma that it does not feel outraged by the
blasphemous poster incident in Israel-occupied
Palestinian city Al-Khalil. The nation did not take
the challenge. For it had already, by a unanimous
resolution of the national parliament, condemned
the misdemeanour — as has not been done either by
that most militant Islamic state of Iran or by the
KSA. The design has come out clear — to use our
love for Islam and for our Prophet to come back
into political focus from the wilderness they have
been roaming about for long.

Has this political ploy paid? No. the call was un-
popular in the first place. The political motivation
was made the more transparent when BNP lent it
support without taking any time to examine the
merit of the thing. Far from yielding dividends to
the zealots, the strong national support to BNP got
a good jolt. When the strike came and went without
any resistance whatsoever from any quarter the
nation experienced a silent rage — more dangerous
than one that is vented — over being used or abused
| — in a very mean game. This wi boomerang on

whatever dpull is left with the fundamentalist
zealots and even the BNP will be hurt.

Calling the strike foolish — not one Muslim
state went for such action — will be diluting its true
nature. By one stroke these elements — most of
them anti-Liberation War activists — have
grievously eroded strike as an ultimate democratic
weapon of the wronged ones and abused rell%un
robbing it in whatever measure of the heavenly hue
it has in the hearts of those that try to follow the
siratul mustaquim. BNP, but for whom this
walkover couldn't have been so clean, would be
well-advised, for the good of its own health, to de-

sist from playing a second string to rejects of
Bangladesh's politics. . j

Terrible Circumvention

A pesticide, decidedly bad for our environment,
is belnﬂ% imported by local firms and sold to farm-
ers without any caution. This they are doing taking
advantage of there being no ban on the brand name
of the pesticide. There is a ban on the genre it be-
| longs to and that should have sufficed to keep it out
I of the country. Unfortunately, the generic name
| does not appear on the Package of the toxic pesti-
cide. So the customs would not prevent its import.
What the importers have been doing has been very
aptly dubbed by one of their numbers as moral
Ereti?lm In fgrit, the crimﬁ cumml%ted is far more
_ ous and is very muc cﬁuza le by the law of
the land. You are, quite beknown tnbyuu, sellin
' unmcthln% that is polluting land and water an

killing fishes and other forms of life. This is a
more dangerous crime than about all
offences in the panel code.

Ours is a small country, too small and over-
crowded to hold its 125 miflion people. There are a
| myriad chances of this over-pressured land becom-

ing absolutely unlivable if we do not care to become
the best in the world about preserving our water
and land, air and all forms of life, specially the
Bllants. One big way that guard is being sabotaged is

e totally irrational increase in our use of the
| chemical fertilisers and pesticides. These inputs

spurt production over a small time-frame. But as
years LED bK their magic wears away. In the mean
time they had taken a heavy toll ug the fertility of

the land and life-giving purity of water and the in-

sect and worm world but for which It

production is impossible. AraiaEs
The government must, indeed, adopt a firm pol-

icy of gradually but surely reducing imports of

cognizable

ladesh, the JRC alone can play a |
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HE Prime Minister ap-
pointed a close relative,
her -wedded daugh-
1It:lulsr'l flther-ln-h:ﬁ to l‘h
plomatic t. She sought to
ward off criticisms by justify-
ing the action on the floors of
the Parliament, sa he was
com t. The editor of The
Daily Star wrote a bold and
elaborate on this issue a
few days ago, dismi Prime
Minister's justification and
pointing out the inherent and
potential danger underlyi
such actions. We may briefly
touch upon it before d
upon, also cursorily, some
utl;\er questions that follow.
. dshe hmndc no honelmlhout
i er primary co ra-
uunu:ﬁn the Was a
reward for the by her
family. It cannot be the total
reward and this implies that
more such rewards may follow
in future. The editor observed,
and wﬂably so, if all those
who power like Ministers,
Secretaries, etc., decide to re-
ward their competent relatives,
arbitrarily determini their
. there be no
end to this . The desig-
nated institutions and the time-
tested procedures devised to se-
lect competent s for some
such posts would then outlive
their utility and be rendered re-
dundant. ermore,
tent relatives of millions of
martyrs, thousands of rnﬁe-
victims and numerous other
sufferers during the Liberation
War, would deserve similar typ

writer

HE has been
foll since
Floyd Patterson kno-

cked out Ingmar Johansson of
Sweden in their rematch to
become the first man to win the
henv?rwelght title back in 1960.
In all these years, he has never
heard of a more bizarre boxing

eﬁiuude than Mike Tyson
chomping off a piece of Evander
Holyfield's ear! Tyson was

disqualified; Holyfield retained
his title.

On the lighter side, the event
spawned a series of jokes. "It is
a good idea to eat before a
fight", quipped a fan. "That is

[ am a tarian”, added
Sylvester Stallone of "Rocky"
fam:l. ]v:rhu :rau in attendance,

though Tyson has apolo-
gised and begged for forgive-
ness, the boxing world has
called for more blood — Tyson's.

suspended him from box-
ing immediately, and withheld
his 30 million dollar purse.
The actual punishment, sure to

m‘hﬂ boxing.:
-imrﬂm

wants Tyson banned [ur lifc
{the writer fired off a lctiu iu
the Times in responise.) Tl.. uc
tual ment will Y st 2
out last week Tl.¢ ranven.
tional wisdom is ‘ha! Tvenn
will be banned for 1! 'vaet | R

months. aud fined 3 nuilbon
dollars! The [ans and officials
are alrcady elamwouring that the
punishment is too lenient. Is
i

In a sport where success is
measured by the amount of
blood spilled, where driving an
opponent’ nose into his brain is
an act of valour, where actu-
ally killing an opponent is no
crime, biting an opponent's ear
in retaliation, however, is to-
tally unacceptable! You can
beat the brains out of your op-
ponent, as long as his ears are
in tact!

Mike Tyson has been uni-
versally condemned for his loss
of control and deserves some

unishment. But what about
olyfield's head butt that -
ered Tyson's rage? Holyfield
1as so cultivated a persona of
pious rectitude — a sell-pro-

Ties

People in general are continually getting disenchanted and
areas where the government can and does

how competent was the co
tent? If, in Prime Minister's
EPNlnlﬂn. emp t in some

ncies abroad qualifies
one

or a intment as Hég.h
Cummillfn’:p:er in Canada,
which is as one of na-
tion's top diplomatic assign-
ments, there would have been

scores, If not hundreds, of such

for the job, This, undorunaicly.

is an excuse. Everyone knows
that. , as was asked, did
those who shed blood do so in
anticipation of receiving re-
wards. and that too for their
future relatives? The answer is
an emphatic "no". In other
words, the Prime Minister was
wrongly advised, if at all. And if
this is called a folly of nepotism
the common people, could
later be blamed for it?

The episode brings to focus
some of the acts of indiscretion,
malaise and injustice commit-
l;:;t hyﬂw:nent in nrfﬁ
s rvcmntnt .
s Pt Office

in .

Commissioner in .
Only a few months ago, orders
were issued granting him a
contract of service for a further
period of two years only to be

i

Appointment of Relatives —

officials and termination of their service.

reason for the termination of 1 share the view of rLy s faults la
his service was to r:m others who subscribe to the fact mlﬁhmmimm
E:rt:herehiuu.mdnutﬂmde- ummmuma-m whh-wh:
ate our adversely in and civil servants work government
Canndlandlbmld?lltlu:uu . father-in-law the first

way to end the career of a dis-
tinguished officer of the diplo-

service ha
cable service Those who

know him will vouch he never
hutowedmyunduemtum

or the other political party in
the course afﬁy.

A High Commissioner or
Ambassador is ted by the
Head of State accredited to
the Head of State of the recetv-
ing country, not to the Head of
Government. He is commis-
sioned to , act and receive
unbeh&f;tl“hlnmhuduf
state. . he promotes
the policy ofuﬁll government
and uired to implement it
ardently. ut};eh: I'lilll.‘l‘ll not be a
partisan to ru party and
must treat all his nationals

abroad equally, irrespective of

rec our Ambassador in
New Yor turely, at the
advent of new government,

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Opens up
dismayed at the unhealthy turn of events also in
«vervise discretion in respect of employment of public
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Questions

World Bank and the Asian
Bank to deserve premature re-
call? The latter, of course, had
a Secr to
i S
course ; -
came close to the previous in-
cumbent. He was and still is a
capable officer. since
Ministers do require and

it

tal wrath merely because of the
fact that had been ap-
pointed by at the behest of
the government. One

government on poelitical

gnml;’i;.mliutﬂm'rmgmu
Bangladesh re
sentatives on the Boards of the

How Guilty is Mike Tyson

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton, USA

claimed warrior for Jesus. the

spel-singing heavyweight —
that most commentators take
him at his word. Yet head-
butting would appear 1o he a

strategy ol Hulyﬂegs. which i1s
g P e

ing the outcome ol the fLight)
than biting.
of the

gt raratiaty: e how
t ., one see
Holyfield, in for a body
punch, lowers his head for an
unintentional” butt to the vul-
nerable of the eye. It may
be . that Tyson-Holy-
field Il was tponed for a
month when n was cut in
training in thersame area in
training. Nobady, but no _
has condemhed Holyfield for.
the initial butt!

Interestingly, Holyfield sta-
ted that his first reaction after

n bit him was to bite back.

ore revealing, Holyfield

admitted to once biting an op-

ponent in the shoulder after be-
ing knocked down!

Let us also remember that
Mike Tyson has been boxing
biggest attraction after Mu-
hammad Ali. and over the last
10 years single-handedly kept
the heavyweight division
interesting and exciting. Four
of the most watched fights in
history have all been Tyson
fights. Clearly, owes

Tyson so in return!
A of mean streets
of New York city, Erlmjtlvity
's

has been one of
attractions. Ever since he be-

came the youngest heavyweight

Champion over 10 years ‘
American men fought wlthﬂso

in the ring the vicariously,
women fantasised about his
virili one paid hand-

a-unmtl‘;r to watch him fight. He
married beautiful young actress
Robin Givens.

Then things started going

wrom. Givens left him for his
brutality. A despondent Tyson
tried to commit suicide by driv-
ing his car into a tree. He lost
his title to Buster Douglas in

1990.

More trouble was to follow.
In 1991, a contestant at a
black beauty pageant in Indi-
anapolis, nﬁrm was T;
udge, accu rape.
jlh.‘ll day, maintains that

it was consensual. He has a
point. Desriee W , the
contestant in question, accom-
panied Tyson, at that time di-
vorced and wild, willingly to
his hotel room at two in the

. What was she expect-

ing? A professo discourse .

on boxing? Nevertheless. next

-to murder. rape is the most

heinous crime any one caii

ForRmiL AZANSL & woman, And

change her mind. Tyson wa-
convicted of rape in 1992 and
spent the next three years in

ail.

j n US jails, religious

are allowed to teach the in-
mates moral and religious val-
ues. Mike Tyson what he
heard from such a teacher, Mo-
hammad Siddeeq, and em-
braced Islam. He took the I:f-
en civil rights leader Mal-
com X's Muslim name, Malek El
Shabazz.

Up on his release from
prison in March, 1995, very
quickly Tyson regained his
hea t title. were
on course until he met, and lost
to Holyfield last November, and

this month.

Although it is hard to imag-
ine this in the aftermath of the
Holyfield debacle, Mike Tyson
is really a changed man now.
He is married to a doctor, has a
daughter and for the first time
his home life is . His
Islamic faith, unfortunately, is
not helping him too :_nuch.

Wanted: QC week
Sir, The government does
not ap to be interested in
ublicising the Quality Control
FQC] concept, to create public
awareness in the production,
marketing, and consumer sec-
tors; in contrast to vigorous
promotion of various ‘weeks’
and 'days' in other fields
(health, women, rights, child,
May day, nutrition, environ-

- ‘ment, birth and death anniver-

saries, ... the list is too | ;

This negligence results in
unwarranted demands and
trade bodies for
concessions from the govern-
ment on taxes and levies. The
latter cannot be made zero, oth-
erwise the state 'revenue' will
become zero. The agitators go
on chipping away at e
marginal taxes to bring it fur-
ther down, say, from five to 2.5
per cent; or, from the latter to
zero (no tax).

Raising the efficiency at the
manufac urin%| or processing
end can more than make up the
amount spent on paying the
levies. But the leaders hardi
draw attention on this point.
Even the trade bodies and asso-
ciations avold mentioning the
weaknesses of their members in
the areas of management and
production efficiencies.

There is another weakness
in the employers' associations:
they keep quiet about their own
weaknesses, and try to exploit
the ment and squeeze the
other agencies for maximum
benefits. The leaders in all sec-
tors must have the moral
cour to come out with the
ﬂnﬁlnm truths and t?:;y

ghten ¢ opinion. So
;nuut sgduuldgrl'i the blame for the
op-si publicity we see every
week in some sector or other.

Compete, or get lost. Protect
the consumers and the users of
the products.

Abul M Ahmad

—  Dhaka
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Sir, The solution creates
problems! The narrow 12-feet
wide lanes underground with
shops on both sides will create

problems.
The ]?edutﬂnna will be
mainly of two categories — (i)
Those who will not do shopping

and would like to get across as
as possible. They need a
ast lane, unobstructed by
shoppers, and goods kept out-
side the shops (not allowed). (ii)
Pedestrians who like to shop,
and get across. Their movement
is random, abrupt, halting,
crossing, {'ﬁrm ng small
crowds. €In separate.

Traffic control has to be
well-planned, and strictly en-
forced. There may be a 'shop-
ping lane’' and a nnn—at:ﬁ: : -
inﬁl ane'; separated initially by
white lines, later, using rope
fences (not fixed). The shopp
lane could be at 4-inches
or lower level (automatic sort-
ing by level), Anyway, two-
month monitoring may be
analysed.

Dv:mi%'nt stay inside or out-
side the shops may not be al-
lowed after closure at night
(avoid human problems).

Our reputable public toilets!
Fifty pTlia e?try should be
compuilsory (no paper "pass’ —
imitation). All ﬂuuheE must
work; and maintenance staff
must be on duty in three shifts.

The main problem still re-
mains; wheeled-traffic density
above! So, more grojecu for ve-
hicular traffic dispersal, and
control. Also, separation of
traffic lanes speed-wise.

Hope we are getting wiser!

A Zabr
Dhaka

Suhrawardy hospital
Sir, On the 28th of June,
1997, | had gone to see one of my

- condition, 1

- relatives at the cardio-vascular
unit of Suhrawardy hospital.

On arrival there [ had ob-
serve t#ﬁt exccptnf{?lr ﬁme
praiseworthy € nos-
Eltal. the over:.i'lp.ﬁft t was far

elow the standard! The
g:'aiuewurthy observation is

at the hospital looked much
more cleaner and smelt like a
hospital! I mean, ing of
the floors with phenyl and det-
tol, unlike the y and smelly
had found few
months back. The two-day hol-
1daty Jhahia has seriously af-
fec the government-owned
hospitals.

There was not a single doctor
at the Suhra cardio vas-
cular unit on the 28th of June.
Was the marathon holida
meant for "slow poisoning” o
the nation? One cannot accept
pleasure or family unification
at the risk of human lives or the
suffering of the unfortunate
sick. Hospitals simply cannot
be without the service of doc-
tors. We do not understand why
rotation wise holidays for doc-
tors are not taken into account?

Patients go to hospitals to be
taken care of and not to suffer.
The other serious fact I have no-
ticed that the age-old subconti-
nental style toilets are still
there which should be replaced
at the most immediate with
commodes. Why does not any-
one realise the excess physical
strain a heart patient has to go
through?

The authority concerned
should kindly look into the
matter and promptly introduce
rotation-wise holiday for the
doctors, as two consecutive days
as holiday for doctors will lead
to fatal consequences and is
nowhere near justice! "Death is
in the hand of Allah but save us
from the cruel sufferings.”

Vigar Motnuddin
Dhaka.
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rent ol hostility 1. s having
abandoned Christianity in
favour of Islam. After the first
Ho t. comments such
as, "the ristian beats the
Muslim" were not uncommon.

Here is a dispute involving
iwo African-American fighters:

yet there is not a si
American face on
Athletic Commission that {s go-

to dish out the punishment.
, from Jack John-

H llﬂﬂl‘.‘.u Al
son to Mu ;
authorities have punilh:!
African boxers at the
slightest . Let us take a
closer look.

Jack Johnson, the first

African-American helv?r:eliht
was

Champion around 1910,
punished for his liking for
white women. When Muham-
mad Ali refused, as a conscien-
tious objector, to be inducted to
the US Armvy to l"_lglt in Viet-
nam in 1967, the

ietnamese, when my own peo-

Vv ;
mhere do not have freedom!”)

by the state of New York, all
state commissions, in-
cluding the su y "World"
Boxing Council and "World"
Association did not wait

Boxing

for the verdict. stri

him of his title aLr:'.l.l’le."r bnnnecrm
ot e Rl

favour. 8-0, (with the current

e African-
Nevada

. _Ine to _go get {freedom for the _

ﬂh:pmﬂdnﬂrufthe&oﬂmd
clation of all. yay

Chiel Justice Wlllll‘r% Rehn-
uist abstaining). anks to
the moral fervour of the state
boxing commissions, Ali was
of three and a half years

of boxing at his prime!
The world knows of the leg-
endary ts of Jesse Owens

at the 1936 Berlin Wl,
wheuh:deﬂmyndﬂ - 8 pet
Lheouau an superiority un-
der the !ﬁyﬂ'i nu:{. by

winning four Olympics gold
medals. Very few people know
that after the pics, A
Brundage, the dictator of
Olympics Committee, asked
gnEm to attgnd Tﬂﬂ meets
urope. Since he was given
no mo%m had to pay his
way. his money ran out,
Owens returned home. In-
censed, Brundage unceremoni-
ously banned Owens, the t-
est track and field athlete
America ever produced, from
track and field for life. No
sald a word. Banned from
track and field, Owen tried a

miake & Iiyiig THmInG. against

~ - Mike Tyson can expect not
much better.

In the letter to The New York
Times, the writer made the

above ., a little more sue-

cinctly. The letter was pub-

lished on July 4 under the c

tion: "Tyson already

gized: more do we want?”
The writer is a Rhodes

Scholar from sh who

currently lives in Princeton,
New Jersey, USA.

—

Once Bitten, Twice Shy

BNP has gone for two mini
half-day hartals so far. It is
unlikely that the opposition
would go for full scale non-stop
hartals as we saw two years ago.
The latter rather took the form
of a civil disobedience move-
ment! Dynamic democracy
against chaired d ;

People have now become
conscious of the effect
of long-term : which is
simply an exploitation of the
poor people to satisfy the ego or
moonshine of the frustrated
political leaders (particularly
of the major parl:lu?.

The harassed people won't
lnleratl: the imposition of fre-
quent hartals any longer —
once h‘ibtntgn. twice shy. Parties
who believe too much in hartal-
ism are doomed (it is time to
coin the world, which has a

strong be on political so-
luu:;}fu]. 1'.%ru-}'gen.g ees have a

phlegmatic temperament, and
;re eaulrl}r roused to uudm
ursts o un.hol% Pawun at
merest pretext. We have a good
head (monitor the entrepreneur
spirit behind the law and order
situation), but we tend to ruled
by the heart (the venom of the
orator).

Political hartal may be
likened to the non-consumma-
tion of the political marri
between the politician and the
Parliament. There is a reason
for this myopia. Dhaka pelitics
has been, for generations, based
on agitation, outdoor move-
ments, protests, and hostile

In our country, when an ap-
tment announcement or a
circular for admission test of a
college or a university, is given
in a daily or on the notice
s of the authorities con-
cerned, it is written that the
applicant at first will have to
submit the attested photo copies
of his or her all relevant aca-
demic certificates to the author-
ities, and also that the appli-
cant will have to have experi-
ence of two, three, etc., years,
However, suppose, an i-
cant has just completed his or
her education and now is look-
ing for a job. Under this cir-
cumstances, he or she is not to

have any former encel!
For that reason, isn‘t he or she
fit for the job?

When he or she doesn't get a

Alif Zabr
demonstrations t ques-
tionable e days of
Partition half a century ago;
and before that, the t
movement, which broke up the

md‘l‘hc fuulndntiun for
oor political suits has
yet to be built u waﬁ‘eah since
1991. The of six 'demo-
cratic’ years is too little for
g)llticim who believe a little
t too much in agitative poli-
tics. The have-not is always in a
hurry, chased by dire necessity,
and tormented by conscience —
the latter always a nuisance!
The leaders are., unfortu-

will lead, and the ple will
follow — in a disct man-
ner. Discipline, like divine
grace, comes from the top, and
is generated below.
The current op
‘'enjoing’ one-third of the vote of
confidence, bestowed by the

voters dumhthe last general
elections; means that the

Be;;le have not totally rejected
(as it ufﬁlﬁﬂﬁi the Jamaat
sm), but kept it as

— 'if in case.’
So the party in power should
be wary of wiclding the stick:
especially when the other sid-

ition is

Attestation

Mohammad Monir Uddin

to work in an office, it is
out of question to have any
former experience. "No former
experience, no job", has been
materialised nowadays in our
country. So shouldn't the au-
thorities concerned think about
this matter? After this, there is

o
=
3
)
-4
i.
:

a sort of alert call, for more dis-
lays of fireworks of the non-
kind.

The major objective should
hecle.rtnlll:ﬁ_o t the pre-
sent regime from eting
the mandated five . Noth-

years
ing secret in such a surmise — it
is the old tit-for-tat

[—)

viclousness. It is not political,
but human nature. We are not

angels.
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one has to show the authorities
one's
observi

chance to ed or get
admitted onum‘tr; a college
or a universi
necessary to submit the attested

?
s
cur if the photo
mitted without attestation —
because one would be evaluated
with one's origin
Besides this, there is also a
question of character certifi-
cate, can

ing party (JP) cannot be trusted
to remain faithful throu
thick and thin, till death
them apart. There is no death in
politics, only eclipses and re-
vival.

The present regime's appar-
ently non-transparent and
hurried antics in some areas of

overnance a to have

game. Ha-
animosity,
onger enmities, and thicker

al certificates. and
these certificates
, one is given the

ty — so is it very

problem will oc-

are sub-

al certificates.

need for a character certificate?
Can the authorities concerned
answer these questions?




