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' Johnson jives with 'wild' beat

Haile skips
Athens aff

ucrative Grand

more
e st look to

Ethiopia must now
women runners like Gete Wami
and Derartu Tulu for medals in
Athens,

Sotomayor back
at his best

SALAMANCA, Spain, July

15: Javier Sotomayor of Cuba

back to top form on
mﬂthemﬂhhhlﬂl

RALEIGH, North
b bl 6’1“’ y lf" :
Double ympic
c Micha-
el Johnson has
sent a warning to
those with visions of cl

his world 400 metres title in
Athens next month, reports
Reuter.

Now that he has a special
"wild card” invitation to next
month's World C ips.
the Athens 400 metres final

to just try to get back to
43‘!‘5.44 ﬂnt.qetdnhnmn. Worl
and Olympic 200 and 400
metres medalist, said.
Loftier goals are on his
mind, 5 the 43.29 world
record the 400 metres set
fellow American Butc
in 1988.
Johnson strained his left
in a 150 metres race
against Olympic champion
Donovan Bailey in Toronto on
June 1 and finished a demoral-
ising fifth in a 400 metres event
in Paris on June 25. He
to make the World Champi-

onships his first race back.
“Prior to the injury I felt I
was on to run a low

43, if not 42, and that's the kind

of I'm to get into
now,” nL":f

"I would not be to the
championships unless [ was
100 cent o

"If I go out and run my kind
of race, a smart race, | cannot be

beat.”

Conceding that he was prob-
ably the mminf force behind
the decision of the Interna-
tional Amateur Athletic Feder-

ation (IAAF) to grant wild cards
to all defending world champi-
ons, Johnson said: "It's and
honour to be treated that way."
'l feel they (the wild cards)
probably came about because of
what happened in Toronto," he

I
b

o SRS
MICHAEL JOHNSON

said of the injury which forced
him to miss the US Champi-
onships, selection meeting for
World . Championships.
"They (lAAF leaders) felt
needed me there and I felt
like I should be there."
Although some, including
IL:&AF vice- g::;:lem Arne
ju st o €n, are op-
pos:ﬁg:nl the way the wild-card
entires were a . Johnson
said he believed they would
prove invaluable.
"It ensures that we have
match-ups, it ensures that we
have marquee names,"” he said.

But it remained unclear
whether will American world
champions who received wild
cards would compete in their
evernts.

Brad Hunt, Johnson's agent
who also represents world
champions Dan O'Brien and
Gwen Torrence, said Decathlon
world record-holder "O'Brien
would undergo a bone scan for a
Eousibl: stress fracture today

efore deciding whether to
compete.

Bob Kersee, coach of wom-
en's world 100 metres hurdles
champion Gail Devers, told re-
porters: "If she (Devers) gets on
the (4x100 metres relay) I won't
have her run the hurdles."

US women's team coach
Galiy Winckler said Devers, who

ulled out of the US 100 metres
nal citin lnjursy. would be a
member of the US relay pool.

However, he declined to offer
a relay spot to Torrence, the de-
fending women's world 100 me-
tres champion, because she did
not attend the US Champi-
onships.

"But my decision could eas-

"ily be overridden by others,"

nckler added.

US men’'s team coach Dean
Hayes said he would probably
add Johnson to the American
4x400 metres relay pool but
wanted clarification form IAAF
officials on Johnson's relay
status before S0.

Johnson said he would enjoy
being a part of the relay.

But speedy Texan said he
also had'another assignment
for Athens, following his pro-
jected 400 metres final, he is to
join the NBC television crew for
its coverage of the World Cham-
pionships.

his best

produced
rmance since February

Sotomayor has endured
and ankle operations
since he away from the

hemﬂdmuy];u:h ﬂmm

T'm now about 97 per cent
- recovered. After this perfor-
mance | am very encouraged,"”
said Sotomayor.

The athletics track in the
Spanish city is now named af-

ci
ter Sm.nm%ur and it was fiti
that the Cuban was nam
“man-of-the-meeting."”

Black only

in relay

LONDON, July 15: Double
Olympic silver medalist

Black, Britain's mwdmu '
athlete at the 19986 Atlanta
Games, will run mﬁum the
4x400 metres relay at World
Athletics Championships in
Athens next month, reports
Reuter.

Britain lnnnun;ed th;llé-
team today, leaving 31-year-
Black out of the indi 400
metres event in favour of 24-
year-old Jamie Baulch, *who
also took a 4x400 relay silver
medal in Atlanta,

Black, silver medalist in
both the 400 and 4x400 at At-
lanta, took over from Linford
Christie as national team cap-
tain last month but was forced
to withdraw from the British
trials in Birmingham last

é

Boldon's second
in a row

won the 100, and 200 metres in
Stockhelm on Monday,
tﬁj;rmded “‘E,,"'“fm’ﬁ' best time
in ﬁnhh:lngin |
lﬂ,rlm-beumlghhm
19.82 in Stockholm. .
"It was important for me to

t on a show today as Frankie
cks was in the field,
Boldon said.

Boldon, who also recorded a
double in Lausanne last year,

1 het selected for the

Ruling body kicks up a row

LONDOUN, July 15:
A top athletics of-

ficial has slam-
med his own
world for al-
lowing ael
Johnson to compete at the
World Championships despite

ected the US
team, reports Reuter.

Arne Ljungqvist, Interna-
tional Amateur Athletic Feder-
ation (IAAF) vice-president,
said: "The decision-making
process is completely mad.

"This is an important ques-
tion on which a decision s?muid
be taken after full discussion
and analysis, not through a
tl;llpp]:mt telephone vote with a

The 1AAF announced earlier
that it would be giving wild
cards to defending champions
for the first time at next mon-
th's championships in Athens.

Johnson, who completed
historic 200 and 400 metres
doubles at both the last World
Championships and at last
year's Atlanta Olympics, was
ter he missed the national tri-
als because of injury. -

But like triots such as
hurdler Gail Devers, sprinter
Gwen Torrence and decathlete
Dan O'Brien, who all missed or
failed to finish the trials, he
Carn Nnow race.,

Brad Hunt, the agent of
Johnson, Torrence and O'Brien
immediately confirmed that
the trio would compete in
Athens. "They will be there,” he

said the LAAF de-

cision was " and he had
abstained from the vote.

“I want no of a voting

procedure that looks like this
and several others apart from

me protested.” he said.

“It's bit stupid when you
adapt the lAAF rules to fit the
Americans’ rules, Its like

utting the cart in front of the
orse. The US should fit its

‘.ﬂ
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PRIMO NEBIOLO

rules with those of the IKAF*" < |
The ccards, will also be . |
gwn to champions at all World
hampionships in the future
and the idea is also set to be ex-
tended to indoor and cross-
country championships.

If their national teams
agree, defending champions

|1 also be allowed to switch
events. But, if that happens,
each country will still o be
allowed to the maximum
three athletes event.

World 1 metre hurdiles
ch Devers, for example,
could compete in the 100 metres
in Athens if the United States
agreed but the Americans
would have to drop another
:g:']tnter from their women's
100 team.

Ljungqvist said he was sur-
prised to hear that reigning
champions could switch events.

e were never asked that
question so I do not understand
now that conclusion can be
drawn from the vote. The board
cannot accept such a decision,”

he said.
The ruling ely affects the
United States has strict

rules on qualification for ma-
jor championships, allowing
only the top three in the na-
tional trials to make the team.

The decision will certainly
make their team much stronger
and weaken the importance of
the US trials in the future,

It could also influence
Kenyan and British athletes,

Britain's world mE:I: jump
champion Jonathan Edwards,
who has been suffering with a
heel injury, is now guaranteed
his place at the event and does
not need to prove his fitness to
national selectors.

The IAAF also said that the
host country of the champi-
onships would be allowed to
enter one athleté in éath event
even If the athlete had not
reached the qualifying standard
for the discipline.

The ch were believed to
have had the full backing of
president Primo Nebiolo.

The bo-cz; ruling council
Was persua that it was a de-
cision which would help the
promotion of the champi-

onships which take place every
two .
Johnson, who is presently

tr in Texas after bcl:E in-
jured in his 150-metre show-

down with Canadian world 100
metres record holder Donovan
Bailey earlier in the season, is

glmntng to come to the World
hampionships "to do some-

F__'—_"-_-—fl!::_ ;

eased away from American
Maurice Greene and Fredericks,
the Iﬂﬂiﬂﬂmuuﬂdchm-l
pion, in the final 20 metres.

g

Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron Commodore John Heise (L) and managing director of

thing very special,” Hunt

said.__
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Garrards Jewellers Richard Jarvis pose with the Americas Cup after its return to
Auckland yesterday. The cup was attacked by a Maori activist earlier this year and sent

to the Garrards headquarters in London for repair.
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— AFP/UNB photo
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Pan-Arab Games

Qatar tops
the table

BEIRUT, July 15: Authorities
at the eighth Pan-Arab Games
have suspended the results of
800-metres for men and women
following complaints that some
athletes were jostled by others,
nf;lr:iala said Tuesday, reports
AP,

The races held Monday were
won by Algeria, and the victo-
ries had put it on top of the
medal table with six golds.

With the results withdrawn,
Qatar is now on top with five

olds. Morocco follows with
our golds and six silvers while
Algeria has slip to the third
position with four golds and
two silvers. :

"A number of countries com-
plained about both the B00-me-
tres," said a spokesman of the
games who cannot be identified
under briefing rules.

He said an athletics techni-
cal commission will meet Tues-
day to decide whether the races
should be repeated or if the old
results can stand.

It was not known which
countries formally complained,
but Algerian winner Nouriah
Binaida herself told reporters
after the race that Moroccan
competitors, who came second
I3.lm:l third, jostled and pushed

er.

"l don't want to win if they
have to do this,” she had said.

Also late Monday, t won
the men's fencing. the
first gold medal outside the
track-and-field events.

Mohammed Fouad defeated
Klil.lwalti Abdul Mohsen
Shahra 15-9 to give t
its thJ.;nold. Nine fgu:rs m
five Arab nations spent the da
contesting the foil category o
the sport at suburban Mont La
Salle east of Beirut.

Fares Abdul Razzak of
Kuwait and Omar Natour of
Jordan shared the bronze.

As his victory was an-
nounced, Fouad raised his
hands in the air toward the

Egman delegation.

liminary rounds in bas-
ketball and boxing also began
on Monday.

In soccer matches, Oman
drew with Li 2-2 while Syria
defeated the United Arab Emi-
rates 3-1.

Later Tuesday, five final
events in track-and-field are
scheduled besides the women's
fencing final.

ATP's top 20

MONACO, July 15 (Reuter):
Leading rankings issued by the

ATP today:
Player Points
{. Sampras 5,388
- Ch 3,768
3. Ivanisevic 2,788
4. Muster 2,724
D Kafelnikov 2,390
6. Corretja 2,310

i Enqvist 2,148

10. Moya 2,085
11. Becker 1,884
12. Kuerten 1,851
13. Philippoussis 1.820
:; Eranti Ika 1.797
) ajice 1,752
16. Fhfeer 1,634
17. Berasategui 1,591
18. Henman 1.584
19.  Woodbridge 1,539
20. Medvedev 1.539
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Arab record.

g i

Qatar's Sa'ad-al-Kouiri (C) roars in ecstasy as he crosses the fini
the eighth Pan-Arab Games in Beirut on July 14.

L

sh-line in 100 metres at

He clocked 10.40 seconds to create an

-— AFP/UNB photo

STUTTGART,
Germany, July 15:
Boris Becker, who
two weeks ago
layed his last
Hmlr a-ll

but said today his own career

would c¢
reports AFP.

"I'm still playing tennis,”
said the three-time Wimbledon
champion who is seeded sev-
enth at this week's Mercedes
Cui:‘ in Stuttgart and begins
with a second round match
Wednesday against Karim
Alami of Morocco.

The 29-year-old was, how-
ever, keen to show how his Mer-
cedes junior team, which added
a brace of talented teenagers to
its training ranks today, was
developing.

Boris Bachert, from Becker's
hometown of Liemen, and
Bjorn Phau joined Nicolas Kue-
fer, who proved his talent with
a Wimbledon quarterfinal place

e Becker.

Becker, who along with
Steffi Graf and Michael Stich
sparked the German tennis
boom more than a decade
when he won his first Wimble-
don at 17, will take an ac-
tive role in guiding his young

cha{lgea.
e is working alongside
coaches Klaus Hofsass, for-
merly with the women's Federa-
tion Cup team, and Klaus Lan-
genbach.

But while he concentrates on
youth development, Becker,
who last year signed a 10-year
contract with Mercedes for a re-
ported 20 million marks (11.5
million dollars) is also working
on his own form.

It is unclear exactly what
Becker's! ferin

on indefinitely,

nounced as an entry to the US
Open starting next month in
New York.

Becker said that he will
work closely with the junior
team — funded at 1.5 million
marks (850,000 dollars) per
year, advising them on which
tournaments to enter and even
oining them in ATP Tour dou-

es matches.

ans 'in- |
clude, but he has an- .

Officials said the team would
be limited to prospects aged be-
tween 16 and 18, each player
will be given 25 per cent of his
ATP Tour prize money directly,
with the balance being banked

Mercedes and returned to the
players when they leave the de-
veh;gm:nt squad.

ercedes say they are not in-
terested in branc out into
women's tennis, though Graf
has recently indicated she
would be interested in leading a
women's development team.

The Mercedes team is also
considering trying to set up a
junior world event, to be played
in November at the same time
as the ATP Tour World Cham-
pionships in Hanover, to b
together the best juniors for a
major title. -

ecker said his charges

BORIS BECKER

would be encouraged to finish
their schooling.

- i .-uil i L I .-.I.tlﬂ.' i ""-l-q.:

the minimum German ten-yean
course, while Stich could have
qualified for university after
attending for the full 13 years.

"We have seen there are two
ways to win Wimbledon,” said
Becker, "the Becker way and the
Stich way."

Meanwhile, Becker, who like
the other ranking 16 players in
the field was given a first-round
bye, has not played on clay

Becker never says over

since May, losing in the third
round at the Italilan Open in
Rome to Goran Ivanisevic.

He has a 3-3 record on the
surface in 1997, playing in
Monte Carlo (first round loss to
Renzo Furlan), Hamburg
(reached second round | to
Felix Mantilla) and Rome. He
skipped the French Open
thmu&h injury and proceeded
directly to the grasscourt sea-
SOn.
Alami, a semifinalist last
month on clay in Bul?a and a
quarterfinalist in Barcelona
and Rome, earned his
against the German 1| with
a 7-6, 4-6, 7-5 victory against
Czech Jiri Novak at the Weis-
senhof Club.

mﬁmc}]maﬂ Faalll::ﬂcc Santoro
mo into a challenge st
1996 finalist Yevgeny aﬁ:jfxél*
nikov as he defeated Marcelo
Filippini of Uruguay 7-6, 6-3 on
a cloudy day at the hilltop
venue,

Austrian Thomas Muster,
aiming to complete a hattrick
of titles here, is the top seed
ahead of Kafelnikov with
Spain's Alex Corretja — the
man whose 28 wins on the sur-
face in 1997 lead the claycourt
field — on third ;

Tickets for weekend play are
already sold out, acco to
delighted organisers, Becker is
one of eight home players in the
field, but is alone among coun-
trymen in the bottom quarter o
the draw,

Compatriots Jens Knipp-
schild, Marc Goellner, Martin
Sinner and Bernd Karbacher
were bidding through today's
first round matches to join
Becker in the second round.

Also entered is Nicolas Kue-

lace

| fer: -who ‘jotrred--his ‘mentor  in

reaching the Wimbledon quar-
terfinals.

Stich, who quit tennis after
his semi-final loss at Wimble-
don to Cedric Pioline, was to
have appeared in Stuttgart to
receive a televised award on
Sunday night.

But the manager of the 28-
year-old longtime Becker rival
said that his client was in bed
with influenza.

Gunners gun

LONDON, July 15
d (Reuter): Juergen

Klinsman, ric

Cantona and

2 Juninho have all
- been and left
their mark on E football,

but this season a new band of
imports from just across the
Channel are I‘;'; to take the
Premier league storm.

What is more, the majority
of them all seem to be headed
for Arsenal.

In a ground-breaking move,

Mun:v] 5 Frtnchg man ;r—
sene : s signed five
class h players along

Dutch International Marc
Overmars and a handful of oth-
ers, o boost the North London
club's chances of winning *he
league for the 11th time in its
his and for the first time
since 1991.

When the new season kicks-
off on 9 the are
very to field six or seven
foreign players in their first
choice side — a number un-

recedented in the English
!ﬁ‘:erc is still much debate
among the red half of north
London whether the club are
moving in the right direction,
but if win the league or FA
will end.
Arsenal have never been
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rope's other major outfits, it
has had an increasing number
of overseas players arriving on
its doorstep.

Last season Dutch and
French internationals Dennis
Bergkamp and Patrick Vieira

t a continental flavour
to the side and helped W ‘
who moved to Arsenal nearly a

. eradicate the "bo
label it has had for gen-
erations.

That tag acquired for the
team's reliance on a solid de-
fence. But Arsenal showed last
season can attack and en-

tertain with the best. -
mn fresh a
A big ad
"We need a big sq with
players who can pass the ball to
Elay with possession suits us
tter, " said Ber pP- "You

need players who, in one
movement or with one touch,

can change the game."

Wenger is an unlikely foot-
;"ﬂn}! 5 Wi Mnk v
uate who speaks -

., his in of French

ﬁur has utionised Arse-
nal — a club traditionally
renowned for its conservatism.
Even so were sceptical

of his ability he arrived

but Wenger quickly won them
over introducing new trai

techniques, including more
work and shadow playing, to
mould the team.

“it's a calculated, gamble

so many different, new
elements together," he said. "Of

efgn “players o Tntegrate 1hlo

English football."
new players would take
their lead from the club's more
::}:enen:ed campaigners, he
d, "Players like Tony Adams
are winners. It's up to the new
players to show they have the
Thermflis f 1
e influx of foreign players
has coincided with Wenger's de-
cision to sell E interna-
tional Paul Merson — at Arse-
nal since he was 14 — a
wt bol of the club's
with past.
The Gunners — who finished
thirdslllfmy I —nuwhavear
uad o ayers, may o
:ﬂem mtcmatlijunalu. For 3'24_
year-old Overmars, that will
only serve to produce better
fn-ut}:mll.
"It's

m:y . The best 11
nplf.m wil FHI]F. there is a lot

competition,” he said.

It is the ru and pa
skills of pla m:fmh as Outrmn-g
mars that has invested
Arsenal's future. And the squad
are confident the strategy will

rewards.

think with the pla we
have , the ¢ ship
is well within our p." said
2]-year-old French midfielder
Vieira, who joined last season.

"The character of the players
involved is exactly what the
club’s been looking for.”

r foreign guns

"We are here to win,” added
defender Emmanuel Petit who,
with fellow Frenchman Gilles
Grimandi, is looking to repeat
the success he had with Monaco

last season.

Wi , Who ed Monaco
to the title in 1988, also
appears to have qui won

over his established players
with his new !

“l will have to help them.”
said Wright, now 33 and who
should break the club's all-time
scoring record during the com-
ing season.

He believes the new arrivals
have rejuvenated him and feels
the pla can push each other
to new ts. :

Questions might be asked
about whether Wenger can suc-
cessfully blend together his
band of internationals for Ar-
senal to win the title after all,
Middlesbrough built a team
based on players whose names
ended with vowels and who

ended up being relegated last
season

But there is no the
excitement and air of anticipa-
tion about Highbury as they
prepare for the new season —
there is an for success.

"You have to earn a champi-
onship medal and I feel I'm in a
position to get one,"” said
striker lan t.

Bergkamp agreed: "I think

it's time now to win some
prizes.”
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