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Illegal manpower |

export to
Malaysia: 3
big agencies

involved

A top-level enquiry team
found three big recruiting agen-

cies of the country res
fnr | manpower export to

l. official sources said

s UNB.

hltzs t 40 to 45 fake

agencies are hl'uﬂw:d in such il-

lqal acts, forcing
into miserable life in

aysia.
Some
in Malaysia,

incl a sec-

tion of Bangladesh embassy

staff, and some officials at the

BOESL are also involved in the

illegal manpower

See Page 12 Col 8

Medicine, gold

export,

worth Tk 70 lakh

seized at ZIA

Customs surveillance team
seized contraband medicine

and gold bars worth about Tk 70

lakh at Zia International Air-
UNB.
cials said the team
opened four suitcases as their
t.%nlrd fight fi
A t for
0 gt e

names

10 tolas

gold ornaments of 101
grams were found in the suit-
cases.
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Aricha-Nagarbari ferry service resumes

Diarrhoea in Bandarban:

Flood situation in

N-districts worsens

lowing flash flood in 96 thanas |

The flood situation contin-

ued to deteriorate in the north-

western region and greater
Faridpur district yesterday
while it was steadi

. tagong and the hill tracts re-

AL to send relief

teams to flood
affected areas

Awami League working
committee al, an emergency
ay reviewed the
country’'s. flood situation and

decided to send central relief
teams to the affected areas, re-

UNB,
cofp at the party's central of-
with its ’r’lﬂdtﬂl
in the

¥ the mesting caied

c upon
m leaders and workers
belhk the country's

e.

The meeti was informed
that Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has hae:i lilllﬂﬂttlinlng
regular contact with the party
leaders and she is being briefed
on the overall situation of the
country, including the latest

thudﬂtuntlm said a press re-

m s, putL'lntral

Pt o
man a Sajeda
, Abdur ankjed
ﬂ Matia Elnwdhury and Prof
Sayeed were present.

2 drown as launch
capsmes in Barisal

. July 15: A

2

gions, r UNB.

Diarrhoea and dysenter
broke out in Bandarban hill
district where flood situation
further improved during the
day. Some 200 people already
fell victims of the water-borne
diseases, official sources said.

Civil Surgeon of Bandarban

' said 11 medical teams have

been working to check the

ly improving
. im greater Sylhet amf Chit-

spread of diarrhoea in Sadar
thana and the municipal area,
but they cannot go to other
thanas due to communication
disruption.

The authorities resumed
Ie services between Aricha
old Nagarbari ghat on
Mnndav night due to partial
disruption in ferry movement
on the Aricha-Natakhola route.

Officials said only light ve-
hicles were now being ferried
between Aricha and Natakhola

hat, which connects the road
ink between Dhaka and 16
northern districts.

Sixty-nine people died fol-

of lhe country's 21 districls
which affected nearly 30 lakh

people, an official handout said
yesterday.

The handout said some 30
- Roman Herzog at the Congress

lakh ple belonging to four
lakh families were aﬁcct:d in
the flash flood.

Another handout said sup-
ply and distribution of relief
materials in 21 flood affected
districts could not be carried
out due to hartal.

It said the vehicles carrying
relief goods could not move
from district and thana head-

See Page 12 Col B
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PM leaves
Germany

for Miami

FRANKFURT, July 15: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina left
here today for Miami, USA,
ending her three-day visit to
Germany, re :

Earlier, the Prime Minister
arrived here this morning from
Hamburg where she attended

. the inaugural session of the

UNESCO-sponsored interna-
tional conference on adult edu-
cation.

During her stay in Hamburg,
the Prime Minister, besides
presenting her key-note speech
at the conference, attended a
number of programmes.

Sheikh Hasina held discus-
sions with German President

given a recep-

- tion by the first mayor of Ham-

e Bangladeshi nationals

~ living in Germany also ac-

- corded a

. killed and two

nd reception to the
Prime Mi%ri:ler.
The Prime Minister is ex-
gected to return home in the
rst week of August.

Extortionist
shot dead

By DMC Correspondent

An alleged extortionist was
licemen were
injured when they exchanged

' fire at Shajahanpur under

Motijheel thana in the city yes-
terday afternoon.

Mithu, 24, was killed on the
spot as pullu: opened fire to res-

. . cue a businessman at 6:30 pm.
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70 mjured in sporadlc
clashes during hartal

By Staff Correspondent

A dawn-to-dusk countrywide
hartal, called by some pro-ls-
lamic political parties yester-
day, pd!!tﬂ anPh}r and large
peacefully barring some stra
incidents of clashes that left
over 70 injured.

Pickets clashed with police
and anti-hartal activists leav-
ing at least 30 injured in the
city, 20 in Narayanganj. 30 in
Savar, and three in Raozan in
Chittagong.

Police ickrd Mp 247 pickets
from the cu 's Mirpur, Farm-

Le, Dullltnn Paltan and Moti-

eel areas during clashes. Of
them, 174 were later released,
said a police s8 release. Of
the injured, Alamgir, 18, a
ment worker was admitted 1o
Dhaka Medical Cnllegr Huspi

— e Y

tal with head injury, hospital
sources sald.

The hartal disrupted normal
life and economic activities
across the country. Supply of
relief 8 to flood-hit areas
was a as normal vehicu-
lar movement was obstructed
by rlchﬂn officials said.

lami Oikkya Jote (I0J)
called the hartal to protest a re-
cent act of blasphemy against
the HnIL ;EUran and Pro hrl
Hazrat Mohammad (SM)
Jewish woman In the Iurnrli
occupled Palestine city of Al-
Khalil Jamaat-e- Islami also
called a 8-hour hartal yesterday
for the same reason.

The major opposition part
BNP and some smaller qu:-u 'l.‘.i

See Pape |2 Lnl 7
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BNP demands
release of its

activists held
during hartal

BNFP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan said gov-
ernment’'s “repressive” mea-
sures against hartal activists
proved that its reaction protest-
ing Zionist :.3:11 of blasphemy
was an eyew reports UNB.

In fact, they (AL) don't have
sincerity in thil respect. he said
in a statement in the city last
nighl

Jnn claimed the police

an unnpmﬂad number
nf religious-minded

le md
went on massive actmp
the pro-hartal activists urlni
yesterday's peaceful shutdown.
He said ice arrested a
number of BNP leaders, includ-
ing Nabi Solaiman, Nuruzza-
man, Mostafizur Rahman. Del-
E'!:EP'# 12 Col 3

JRC meet begms In cny July 19

Focus on sharmg waters of
‘Teesta, 5 other rivers likely

A two-day meeting of the
Bangladesh-India Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC), the first in
seven years, begins in Dhaka on
July 19 to take up the issue of

rmanent sharing of the

eesta waters and review the
problems encountered in im-
{)kmcntahﬂn of the Ganges wa-
sharing accord, sources said
t+|:1'«:l£.t3Ir

Indian Minister for Water
Resources Sis Ram Ola is due to
arrive in the city on July 18 at

. the head of a 1]-member team

comprising water experts and
ﬂw:cn}ur officials to participate in

This will be the 32nd meet-
ing of the Joint Rivers Commis-

By M Anwarul Haq

sion. a body formed in 1972 to
resolve water sharing issues be-
tween India and Bangladesh.
However, the JRC remained
dormant for a long time and
this will be the first meeting in
seven years. The last me

was held in Dhaka in June
1990,

The decision to reactivate
the JRC was announced after
the official talks between Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
the then Indian Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda in Dhaka on

an 6.
Earaer, a three-day meeting
of the JRC was st:heduiad to be-

gin in Dhaka from April 10. But
it was subsequently cancelled

due to the political change in
Dd‘ﬁ'i at thatpﬂmc
e upcoming JRC meeting
is ex to give special atten-
tion to the rtmnmrcndau::m of
the Indo-Bangladesh Joint
Committee [JC). set up under the
sion of the Ganges accord.
e Joint Committee gave a de-
tailed annual report on the
problems encountered in im-
plementing the Ganges water

accord durinﬁ the lirst year,
ending with the dry season in
May.

Among other recommenda-
tions, the JC aiso Lugg==ted car-
rying out a scientific study for
finding the reasons for Ehﬂl‘t=

SneFage 12 Col 3

'Toxic pesticides being zmported

due to 'faulty' ban order

By Shehab Ahmed and Inam Ahmed

Confusion over group name

. ard brand name of Etﬁﬂl?

ticides is being exploit
some companies to im thc
iterns, banned because of their
toxic effect on fish.
The Commerce Minis
;s;u;gﬁ an order on arch
| banning import of -
thetic Pyrethroid I'SII::'? Hu'llsylnl
garzette notification wrongly
wm SP-as a brand name
a group name of
e group pes:
The notification placed a
ban on all HS Codes "under Hep-

had

taclor-40 WP, DDT. Dicro-
tophos generic name. Bydrine
brand, Methyl Bromide K Syn-
thetic ethroid, Chlordane 40
WP Dieldrin pesticides”

But since the pesticides
falhing in the SP group are reg-
istered under their different
brand names. some of the com-
panies have continued import-
ing the pesticide under its brand
names evading customs check.
a [Daily Star investigation re-
vealed

The Commerce Ministry's
ban is now being debated by pes-

ticide importers and Agricul-
ture Ministry officials. They
say it was meant to be banned
only for rice because it was
found to be toxic to fish, which
is also contested under field
conditions.
According to the monthly
rcpurt of Pesticide Association
adesh {FABI the apex
companies dealing with
uucidu some companies
ave continued to sell pesti-
cides of SP group since the ban
was imposed. It is alleged that
See Page 12 Col |
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. hos

iy :and five o
B kidnapped

. Police said that armed extor-
- tionists were beating

the owner
of an electricware shop, Shah
Alam, as he refused to pay a toll

| of Tk 50,000. |
| The details about Mithu, |
could not be known immedi- ©°f an agreement,”

. atel

. Police said Mithu resided
hajahanpur area.

The injured policemen —
havilder Shajahan and con-
stable Fl‘aruq — were taken to
ital.

ording to police, Mithu
his accomplices
Shah Alam from his
business house, Bismillah Elec-
tric Shop. at Khilgaon Bazar
and took him to Amtola area of
Sh#hanpur
gang, active in Shaja-
tied the
am and
him. Moti-

hanpur railway colony,
handa and Iem of

Young man
killed in city
By DMCH Correspondent

An unidentified gang killed

man in Sutrapur area

tn tht part of the city early
yesterday morning.

The victim, identified as
Nitu Shil, 26, son of one Roman
Mohon Shil, was found dead on
the roof top of a two-storey
building. There were marks of
bullet and deep stab injuries
over the

Police said, three young men
called Nitu out of his house at
North Mosundi near Bonograni
Lane. at about 3:30 am.

The motive behind the
killing could not be known
immediately. Nitu's elder
brother, Niranjan Chandra
Shil, filed a murder case with
Sutrapur thana.

However, none was arrested
tll last night.

BCP activist
shot dead

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, July 15: An ac-
tivist of Biplobi Communist
Party (Haq Group) was shot
dea tified at
Jl?radlhmbamm Harinakundu
thana evening.

Police said, the armedmen
attacked Dulal, 30, when he was

| gossiping at the market.

— - moEa W —
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The reason behind the
killing could not be known.
A case was filed.

Italian Deputy
FM in city

Italian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Senator Patrizia Toia ar-
rived in the city yesterday on a
three-day official visit, reports
LUNB.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
received her at Zia Interna-
tional Airport

This is the first high-level
visit from Italy to Bangladesh
in nine years. The visit is sig-
nificant at a time when
Bangladesh and Italy have
completed 25 years of diplo-
maltic relations.

Toia will hold formal talks

with Abul Hasan Chowdhury
today. covering the entire

See Page 12 Col 7

2 alleged child
lifters held
In City

By DMCH Correspondent

Police held two women for
their alleged Involvement in
lifting a new born baby from
Kawran Bazar area under Tej-
gaon thana in the city yesterday
afternoon.

According to police, the two
women, identified as Ambia,
35, and Noorjahan, 50, came

from Barisal but further details
about them could not be known

See Page 12 Col 8
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Victory shouldn't be taken for granted: Raja

Bangladesh take on Pakistan

in Asia Cup today

COLOMBO, July 15: Pakistan
captain Rameez Haja warned
his players not to take victo
for granted when lhc clas
with Bangladesh in the Asia
Cu%tnmnrmw reports AFP.

angladesh is the only non-
Test playing nation in the lim-
ited-overs tournament also fea-

Bnngladanh Television and the
Star Sports will telecast the
match live while Bangladesh
Betar will provide ball-by-ball
commentary of the match,
scheduled to start at 10:30 BST.

turing world champions Sri
Lanka and India.

Raja remains wary of a side
that was granted official one-
day status last month and

See Page 12 Col 7

Second day of CHT talks

Discussion on draft
accord continues

By Special Correspondent

Talks between the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT) and the Par-
. battya Chattagram Janasang-
. hati Samity (PCJSS) continued
yesterday.

"We are wnrking on the draft

Abul Hasnat

- Abdullah, Chief Whip of the

!
1

| alias S

Jatiya Sangsad and convenor of
i the NCCHT, told waiting re-
porters after the second days
talks ended at 8-24 pm.
Abdullah made the terse on
sentence announcement at the
porch of the state guest house
Padma. PCJSS chairman Jy-
ntlndrily_rln Bodhipriyo Larma
antu Larma in a gray
full-sleeve Safari suit and other
leaders of the NCCHT and

| PCJSS delegation stood beside

him.
However. Abdullah declincd

to elaborate ignoring a volley of
queries from newsmen and re-
treated inside the heavily
%uarded villa with his guests
rom the hills.

Abdullah and other mem-
bers nf the NCCHT stayed
overnight at the state guest
house ause of the h yes-
terday. They used the time to
talk after inner. Yesterday's
talks were split into two ses-
sions, one was held from 11:15

am to 2:30 . After lunch .
break, the talks resumed at 6
pIm.

Accordin to meetin

sources, the discussions centr

on the unfinished agenda of
Monday where both sides ex-
changed their notes on a draft
accord tabled by the NCCHT.
But disagreement on the new is-

See Page 12 Col 8
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oil exE oration in'15 blocks
21 cos submit proposals

to take part in bidding

Star Report

Twenty multinational oil
and gas exploration companies
and one local company have
submitted proposals to partici-
pate in bi for rocarbon
exploration in 15 blocks of the
country.

The deadline for submission
of the proposals expired yester-
day.

The 21 companies are: South
Asia Oil and Gas [(Australia),
Total Exploration Production
(France). Niko Resources Ltd
(Canada), Chevron (USA), Tex-
aco (USA), Maersk Olie
(Denmark), Union Texas Mur-
ghy (USA), Tullow Qil Plc (UK),

angaea Energy LLC, Enron Oil
See Page 12 Col 4
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BNP demands
retrial of
Shima rape &

murder case

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan has blamed
the government for making the
trial of Shima rape and murder
case "a farce” and demanded
fresh enquiry and retrial of the
case, reports UNE

In a statemen ﬂesterda}r. he
said Shima Cho was vi-
olated and died mysterinusl}'
police custody. Moreover, she
was cremated after her death al-
though she was a Muslim con-
vert.

"The country has now be-
come a lawless count Th:
f,‘uvernment was using rﬁ:
ice to file thnusands of falae
cases and made indiscriminate
arrests across the country,”
Bhuiyan alleged.

He said the government was
mainly responsible for creati
a situation that turmed the tri
of Shima Chowdhury case into
'a farce.’

Because of such injustices
and oppressions, he added,

.. SeePage 12 Col 8

Magurchhdfa fire:
Time for probe
report extended

By Staff Correspondent

The time for submission of
robe report on the M h-
Elara gas well fire 1ncident has
been E:xtended till July 23.
Sources said yesterday that
due to technical aspect of the
investigation, the probe com-
mittee, headed by an additional
secretary of the Energy Min-
istry, requested extension of the
time.
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