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BNP considering BTV's]

invitation to Khaleda

Star Report

In a major shift from its pre-
vious stance, the opposition
BNP is now considering the
invitation to party chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda
Zia for appearing in the BTV

rogramme — Deshbashir
Elu mukhi (facing the coun-

The party is now in contact
with the BTV authorities to
know all about the e.
Consultation within the party is
also on whether or not to
respond to the invitation posi-
tively, according to sources in

the ;
% authorities sent a

letter to m Zia on June 24
requesting her to participate in

the programme, seeking a reply
by July 9.

The offer to the leader of the
Opposition was made after
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
appeared in the newly-intro-
czlgced BTV programme on June

i

Contacted by telephone. BNP
secretary general ul Man-
nan Bhuiyan, MP told The Daily
Star last night, "We're eager to
participate in the programme.

Transport strike

From page 1

buses on July 10.

The decision to enforce the
strike was taken of a joint
meeting of the Barisal, Patu-
akhali, Jhalakati, Barguna and
Perojpur districts bus and
minibusdowners associations
and workers unions held here
yesterday, -

Abdur Rashid Khan, presi-
dent, Barisal minibus associa-
tion was in the chair.

But we want to be convinced of
fair play and unbiased conduct
of the authorities . . . Also
we want guarantee that the
overnment won't manipulate
the programme to demean the
Opposition leader and her

y.
Asked if Begum Zia has
ven her consent to accept the
TV invitation, Mannan
Bhuiyan replied in the negative.
‘We're still in the process of
consultation and are yet to
reach any conclusion.”

R:]:In:yin to another ques-
tion. the BNP secretary general
said his party would rc‘r.ly to
the BTV invitation in a day or
two and the content of the reply
would largely d on infor-
mation to be gathered from the
BTV authorities about the pro-
gramme.

“We'll try to know about the
person who will moderate the

1¢, the members of the
panel who will ask questions
and the character of the audi-
ence who will be t at the
BTV auditorium before our re-
ply". Mannan Bhuiyan said. He
denied having made any con-
tact with any in the BTV
but admitted that "others in his
party might have done so."

Another top leader in the
BNP, preferring anonymity, said
BNP's ly to the BTV invita-
tion might contain some pre-
conditions.

These may include BNP's
freedom to select the presenter,
the panel members and others
to be involved with the pro-
gramme, guarantee for absence
of influence of any kind by the
Ministry of Information or any-

in the t and the
authorities’ unbiased con-
duct, he said.

‘Parigahandhi Munler Case
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Rama then went to the sec-
ond floor of house and awoke
Sheikh Kamal and his wife and
ran down to the first floor and
awoke Sheikh Jamal and his
wife and informed them about
the attack.

Bangabandhu's eldest son.
Sheikh Kamal, a pant
and shirt went down, Rama
said. Afterwards, "I heard sound
nBlili:;lﬂ{‘xg and groaning of 'Kamal

He said Bangabandhu went
upstairs into his room and
closed the door when he (Rama)
took shelter in an adjacent
room and also closed the door.
Tremendous was going on
outside the house at that time,
he added. :

As bandhu came out of
his room, Rama told the court.
he also came out and saw a
group of armymen surrounding
Bangabandhu standing near the
bedroom.

As the armymen surround-
ing him and dragged him to-
wards the stairs, another grou
fired on him. Bangabandhu fe.h)
dead on the stairs.

After killing Bangabandhu,
an army person enguired me
about my identity and asked me
to go inside. 1 then ran to
Bangabandhu's room and went
into the bathroom where I
found Begum Mujib along with
Sheikh Jamal, Sultana Kamal,
Rosy Jamal, Sheikh Russel and
injured Sheikh Naser.”

Begum Mujib tore her saree
and gave a bandage to Sheikh
Naser, added the house servant.

"Amma, they (army) shot
s?]hcb," Rama told Begum Mu-
jib.

Soon after the army had
come to the room and knocked
the door, um Mujib said: "I
will open the door.," Sheikh
Jamal, who was stan beside
his mother, said he would open
the door. But Begum Muijib said:
"Let me open the door. If we die,
we will die together.”

Then Begum Mujib opened
the door and the armymen
"brought out um Mujib, me,
Sheikh Russel and Sheikh
Naser and dragged us down-
stairs”, said the witness.

As Begum Mujib came out of
the room and got struck seeing
the body of Bangabandhu.....
she shouted "I will not go any-
where. Kill me here.”

The army personnel then
dr Begum Mujib towards
the and soon sounds of
firing and screams of women
were heard, Rama said making
his deposition on the fifth day
of cross-examination in the

ying 1 1at then
the armymen broug:t him,
Russe] and Sheikh
line outside the building. "I saw
body of policeman in
plalnclgthes lying on the

ground.

Sheikh Naser about his identity
and took him inside the build-
"l heard sound of firing and
aning of Sheikh Naser ...,

... IMA..,."

A scared r Jussael
went near AFM Muhit slam,
laintiff of the case, anu asked:
ill they also kill me?" Mubhi-

&

5B

tul Islam told him: "No brother,
they will not kill you.”

. who said he witnessed
the whole episode of the tragedy
of President Mulpb and his
family members, further said.
As t,hu:-l,_1 ne Russel wanted to

0 to his mother, one army per-
Enn got hold of him (Russel) and
said: "Come on. | will take you
to your mother.”

"But, soon after the army
person had taken Russel inside
the house, | heard the sound of
firing and groaning," said

In his deposition, he said
Some army persons wearing in
black were seen looting valu-
ables from Bangabandhu's
house.

After some time, Rama told
the court, a tank came rollin
near the gate of the house an
some armymen coming out of
the tank asked the soldiers at
the gate: "What is the situation.”

plied one (army person)
standing near the gate: "All fin-
ished."

Rama said he was released
by the army from the house at
around 12 noon and asked to go
away.

"Out of fear of life I straight
went to my vﬂla%: home at
Gopalganj,” said Bangaband-
hu's servant, after 22 years of
the killing, completing his de-
position.

Rama is now working as
aon at Livestock Directorate in

palganj.

However, after submission
of deposition t‘?v Abdur Rahman
alias Rama, defence counsels
began cross-examination of the
witness. Anwar Jahid Bhuiyan,
counsel for accused Capt (Retd)
Abdul Wahab Joardar, began
the cross-examination in ab-
sence of his senior, Abdur Raz-
zak Khan.

Most of the State Defence
counsels for the fugitives de-
clined to cross-examine Rama.

The court was adjourned till
10:30 am Wednesday.

Earlier, Sharfuddin Mukul,
lawyer for accused Taheruddin
Thakur, completed his cross-
E:xiaminatiun of AFM Muhitul
Islam.

Samad Azad
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he added.
Referring to the hartal

called for Tuesday, the minister
sald it would create dissension

among the people who wit-
nessed a national unity of all
parties in parliament in con-

demning the heinous Zionist
act in %ccumed Faleath;e,

Azad, accomp: acti
President of E% FLtagll.ll%
Amir Hossain Amu and State
Minister for Disaster M e-
ment and Relief Talukder ul
Khaleq, flew here today to see
the flood situation which has
fﬂtarﬂted improving in the dis-

- After the review meeting, the
foreign minister flew low in a
helicopter over the flood af-
fected areas of the district, in-
cluding the worst-affected
Chokoria thana, and then

landed at Bandarban district
town to see the flood situation
there.
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Shima murder

Stern action
for faulty
Investigation’

An cmcrfcncy meetling yes-
terday resolved to take stern
action against anyone to be
found at lll:" in I"::tﬂnurﬁﬂmn
preparing charges con-
ductlnf the rape and murder
case of Shima Chowdhury, re-

ports UNB.
. with Home

The meeti
Minister ul Islam in the
chair, reviewed certain com-
ment made the judge con-
cermned, as in -
pers, while pronounci he
verdict of the sensational case
on Sunday.

The meeting directed the
authorities concerned to send

the certified of the judge-
ment immediately to the Home
Ministry for its sal

An official handout said the
government ensures all neces-
sary steps for the protection of
life and property of the people
without an ality.

It was also mentioned in the
handout that the four police-
men accused in the case had
been sacked and they were no
more members of the force.

Khaleda to visit
flood-hit -
Feni July 17

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will visit the flood
affected areas in her con-
stituency on July 17, reports
UNB.

The areas include Fulgazi,
Parshuram and Chhagalnaiya
thanas and other parts of Feni
district, said a press release
yesterday.

AL candidate
elected Pabna

poura chairman

PABNA, July 14: Awami
League candidate Mosharraf
Hossain was unofficially
elected chairman of Pabna
Pourashava today, reports
UNB.

Officials said Mosharraf
bagged 17,948 votes while his
nearest rival Kamrul Hasan
Mintu of opposition BNP polled
16,608 votes.

A total of 36,556 votes out !
60,431 were cast.

The post fell vacant as for-
mer chairman Sheikh
Shahidullah Bachchu was
killed on April 4, this year.

Meanwhile, pro-BNP candi-
date Kamrul Hasan alleged that
the election was ‘

Barring some stray inci-
dents, the election was held
peacefully at 24 centres in the
town. Two fake voters were ar-

r:a:lnddl:lmlgthepniﬁnghm:m.
Killing of §
~ From page ]

and Md Nurul Islam Tutul, ?ﬂ
22, son of Dulal Gaz of aji
> Two oth b&d?hnma-
other €5, not yet
ic}et:IUHnd, are lying in the hﬁ
pital.
Police are yet to recover the
revolver, reportedly used by the
E%E: SP of Narayanganj to-
ﬂﬂﬁ sent a report on the five

ngs to the police h -
ters in Dhaka. ™ cRGHAL

Police are continuing Lh:iir
operation to arrest the e
responsible for killing tggaﬁve

ed muggers.

Govt scheme
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bond is likely to be issued by the
government in order to generate
resources only for industrial
financing.

He said the revenues to be
mobilised by selling out the
state-owned enterprises (SOEs)
would be ploughed back in the
manufacturing sector as indus-
trial financing.,

Moreover, he said, the banks
and the development financial
institutions would be revamped,
enhancing their capacity to
disburse credit to the industrial
sector.

"Our aim is to further
strengthen the industrial fi-
nancing," Kibria said with a
note of optimism that the in-
dustry would pick up as a
favourable environment has
been created by the government.

At present, many foreign in-
vestors are negotiating with
concerned agencies here in a

rocess to invest in the country,
e said, adding the untaxed
moneyholders have also s

investing, :
Aﬂkeg about the low indus-

trial credit last year, the minis-
ter said it was "not correct” that
credit to the private sector was
restricted during the last fiscal
(1996-97), the first year in office
of the Awami League govern-
ment. -

He said the credit to the pri-
vate sector rose to Tk 34,246
crore on May 15 this year from
Tk 32,421 crore on June 30,
1996. Credit to public sector
also rose to Tk ?3.{}55 crore
from Tk 11,032 crore during the
period.

He admitted that the credit
to the private sector was lower
in 1 -97 fiscal than that of a
year back and said the expan-
sion of credit in 1995-96 was
unuauall?r high. And "that was
directly | with the default
culture.”

German firm is

e e

Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral casts his ballot

during presidential election yesterday in New Delhi.

DMK walks out of
govt with 4 ministers

NEW DELHI, July 14: India's
fragile minority ruling coali-
tion suflered a major new blow
today when one of its partners
walked out of the government,

four cabinet ministers
:.ﬂinﬁ'\em* reports AFP. _

K Karunanidhi, chief of the
Dravidian Progressive Party
(DMK), said in a statement: “The
DMK is not wllllnghtu go along
with parties which are func-
tioning with minimal plans
and with persons trying to fulfil
their personal ambitions.”

Karunanidhi stressed, how-
ever, that the DMK y. which
is based in the southern state of
Tamil Nadu, would continue to
support the government from
the outside.

The four ministers included

high-profile lndu:ﬂ Minister
Murasoli Maran Transport
Minister TG Venkataraman.
Their departure, along with
two junior ministers, from the
43-member cabinet comes a
week after Gujral's Janata Dal
(People’s Party) split in two in
:ll‘:lz wake of a corruption scan-
That led to three coalition
ministers and 17 members of
parliament in all — quitting the

Hartal protested

From page 1

Bangladesh Muktijuddha
Smrity Sangsad Chairman
Mubedur Rahman and general
secretary M Ziaul Haque Kaabi,
in a statement, called upon the
people to resist the hartal
‘called by the anti-indepen-
dence forces who used to trade
on religion.”

The Federation of
Bangladesh University Teach-
ers’ Association yesterday
called upon the ple not to
support the h and termed it
"a design to create anarchy in
the country to attain the objec-
tives of the anti-liberation
forces.”

President of "Ahle Sunnat
Wal Jamaat, Bangladesh” Syed
Maulana Mainuddin Ahmed
Al-Hasani Maijbhandari, in a
statement, strongly criticised
the hartal call and questioned
the objectives of the programme
when the parliament has
unanimously condemned the
blasphemous act.

Maulana Maijbhandari also
questioned the intention of the
sponsors of the hartal which,
he said, was called in the holy
month of Rabiul Awal and to
disrupt the programmes of the
Eid-e-Miladunnabi.

— AFP/UNB photo

Janata Dal to join the new
breakaway faction, promoting
feverish speculation that the
three-month United Front
coalition was on the brink of
collapse.

The loss of the DMK — it also
boasted 17 of the front's origi-
nal 180 members of parliament
— will not nece mean the
end of the coalition, which al-
ready relies on outside support
from the Congress (I) party of
remain in power.

But the Communist Party of
India (CPI). a member of the
coalition comprising more
than a dozen parties, conceded
lhh: walk-out was bound to affect
the government.

D Raja, secretary of the CPI,
said: "It is bound to have serious

implications. Now we

ve a situation where there is

a shortfall of ministers to run

the government."”

said the CPl has convened

an urgent meeting of the party

to discuss the political fallout
of the development.

The Congress Party, mean-
while, was also planning to
meet today to discuss the crisis.

The United Front coalition,
launched in April, cannot sur-
vive without Congress' support
in the 545-member parliament.

Congress brought down the
previous front coalition but
then failed to put together its
own coalition. It preferred to
renew its backing to the front

after forcing it to change its
leadership raiher than face new
elections.

Bidding
From page 1

a model production sharing
contract for this purpose. This
model PSC will be the basis for
negotiation with the companies
which will bid.

After the government's an-
nouncement of the biddin
schedule, a delegation of hi

level officials led the Ene
Minister visited UK and U
and held two international

seminars on hydrocarbon
prospects in Bangladesh.

e sources further said that
big oil companies have re-
quested that after their sub-
mission of bid documents, the
papers should be evaluated by
a neutral international body,
preferably by the World Banﬁ.
in addition to the government's
scrutiny.
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HC judgment on
removal of AB

Bank MD stayed
By Staff Correspondent
ThtAmtehD‘:ﬂﬁmﬂthe

eration of a judgment byz;

High Court rejecting a writ peti-

tion filed the Ma Di-
Bank, c
the Governor of the

rector of

an order e
Bank removing

from his office.

Justice Mohammad Abdur
Rauf of the Appellate Division
sta the operation of the
I t for three weeks fol-

a sional writ peti-

r Rahim Choud-
hury, the MD of J}B Bank,
pending obtaining of certified
:‘ the order passed by the
Court division on July 10.

Bangladesh Bank ordered
removal of Abdur Rahim
Choudhury as chief executive of
the private sector bank in De-
cem last year accusing him
of irregularities in sanctioning a
loan taken by Martial Ltd.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mah-

mud moved the appeal on be-
half of Abdur im Choud-
hury.

Acqpl;lni':tal 10f 4

Das and Natasha % were

t at the press :
pre;m antha Probartana has
also b the government
for not provi sufficient evi-
dences in the Shima Chowd-
hury murder case in Chit-

At a meeting yesterday, they

said Shima was raped police
during police custody. The gov-
ernment, while filing a case in
this regard, did not suf-

ficient documents and evi-
dences against the accused, they

UNB adds: Association of

Development Agencies In

h has driur-

rise and alleged a -drawn

ghar was | ﬁunlt

the accused so that the allega-
tion is not proved.

In a joint statement yester-
day, ADAB executives said: al-
though the criminals were re-
leased for lack of g:opcr inves-
tigation, t will be considered

accused in the eye of conscious

mmuf society.
gladesh Nari Progati
a alleged that the police

administration showed negli-
ence and irresponsibility in
uty, filing a partial and faulty
case to the accused.

Bangladesh Society for the
Enforcement of*Human Rights
expressed concern over the
court judgement in the Shima
Ch hury rape case and de-
cided to appeal to the higher
court.

Ain O Shalish Kendra urged
the government to take neces-
sary steps against the verdict of
the court wi t further delay.

PSC stalemate
From page 1
(Bangladesh Civil Service) Ex-
aminations are being delayed

due to the crisis.

The PSC Chairman, who,
after a three-week leave re-
turned home from a visit to
USA three days back, faced a

rotest when he went to his of-

ce on Sunday last, the sources
said. tating employees de-
manded his immediate resig-
nation, charging him of doing
nothing about the allegations
they had earlier brought to his
notice against the Secretary.

PSC member Dr Jerin Za-
man, who had discharged the
responsibilities of the Chair-
man during the leave of Fayez,
when asked about the outcome
of yesterday's meeting said,
"The employees remained
adamant on their demand for

resi tion of the Chairman.”
en contacted, SMA Fayez
said "I will take decision

within a week's time whether or
not to quit”. He was not present

| at yesterday's meeting.

_Attracting

ter's visit, the Investment Pro-
lection Agreement was signed.
The agreement bolstered theijr
confidence since it was learnt to
be based on the Japanese draft
and was beneficial to both the
countries. -

Keidanren business leaders
also said that they were already
ﬂmcctding with a 100 million

S dollar project for manufac-
ture of polyester textiles in
Ghorashal where participation
of a Japanese company and a
ted along
with financial assistance from
JAIDO.

The Japanese business lead-
ers Iirloinled out that JAIDO,
which has been set up with
Japanese government assis-
tance for éarmriding financial
support to developing countries,
is likely to assist future private
seclor projects in Bangladesh.

JAIDO has already provided as-

sistance to many projects in 23
countries,

The immediate business
gain from the visit was an as-
surance to import from
Bangladesh sea foods worth 2.2
million dollars this month and
3.2 million dollars in October.

Another important devel-
opment was fixing the date for
the Joint Economic Committee
meeting. It will be held in
Tokyo on October 24,

Japanese investment

FBCCI President Yussuf Ab-
dullah Harun will lead a dele-
gation of Bangladesh busi-
nessmen to that meeting. Con-
crete pr s for relocation of
labour intensive industries,
particularly in the textiles and
electronics sectors are likely to
be adopted at the

There is also the possibility
of decisions on joint ventures
in certain sectors like sea food,
textiles and medium and small
scale industries during the u
coming meeting, the FBCCI
chief said.

Some of the 120 executives
from leading Japanese indus-
trial houses who cipated in
the 'Bangladesh Investment
Conference' in Tokyo on July 2
made serious enquiries about
the potential and prospects of
investment or joint ventures in
Bangladesh. While asking about
the enabling investment atmo-
sphere, many Japanese in-
vestors insisted upon
further bureaucratic impedi-
ments. They also pointed that
more speed and action were
needed to remove problems at

airports and sea ports and sim-

plify measures for quick clear-
ance of incoming cargo and out-
going finished goods.

Among other factors, the
Japanese businessmen pointed
out that timely shipment to

maintain supply schedule of lo-
cal entrepreneurs and strict in-
spection fprncadurc to prevent
supply of low quality products
were very vital for and
maintaining the Japanese
‘rml'lli‘ll?‘:L tressed improvement

s i n
of infr?:lructura] facilities and
utility services with special
emphasis on uninterrupted
supply of electricity as the
minimum prerequisites for
creating an enabling invest-
ment atmosphere.

To do business with Japan,
the use of the Japanese language
would act as a very convenient
vehicle and tool for exchange,
understanding and easy com-
munication, some sources
pointed out.

The FBCCI chief said, "t is
gnrththllc to Ilntcrlct Eth

apanese in a language they
kn];w. Therefore. ing:'I] subse-
quent interactions, business-
men from Bangladesh should
preferably carry th:il;d propos-
als, uest papers visiting
E‘!.l'd:e:lll Japanese.”

The leading business houses
in Japan have economic intel-
llﬁcnce and research wings.

potential investment is
sought, all proposals must bear
the practical data since in most
cases they are better informed
about the actual situation, it

was gathered.

| Cross-section of people

protest hartal call
Star Report

A cross-section of in
Dhaka city believe that re-
cent Zionist attempt to be little
the Holy gur:.n and Prophet
Mohamma
hﬂmuby
incident calling a country-
-Hchlrtalumuntcrprodutg-
tive

sons inter-

H.I.nyl of the
viewed obse that today's
hartal would not only hit the
country's 'already shattered’

economy, it would also affect

their personal interests.
Dr Omar Haider

an economist, said that the

unanimous parliament res-
olution
to those responsible for the of-
fence effectively conveyed the

sentiment of the people of

Flood

From page 1
significant rainfalls were expe-
rienced during the last 24 hours
included Moulvibazar, Patu-

akhali, Chandpur, Durgapur,
Bhairab Bazar m Barisal.

During the last 24 hours the
Brahmaputra and the Ganges
continued to rise at all points,
while the rivers in the Meghna
basin recorded both rise and
fall. Most rivers in the south-
eastern hill basin registered
fall, the press release :

It said in the Brahmaputra
basin, except the Dharla at
Ku and the
at Bahadurabad, all other
rivers are MMMM their

respective .
Althou the Ganges, the
Kumar ugthe Gorai recorded
rise at several points during the
riod all the rivers in the
n were flowing below the
danger levels.
Kibria
From page 1

out of revenue, not by deficit fi-
nancing.
Deficit fi will lead to
mp‘gfn sharp lnlh: Efrlm .
mﬂ:"ﬂ' he said. that ig:'
tion feeds people's fear and
sends the shopkeepers to hoard

The minister said the Fv
ernment officials and employ-
ees make up a large t of
the population and the general
increase in their salaries would
have an impact on price indices.

“But the impact can be kept
within limit if the expenditure
is made out of revenue of the
government,” he said.

Kibria acknowledged that
government officials and em-
ployees needed their salaries
increased, but it should be kept
in mind that the nation is poor.

Asked about the suggestion
of the Pay Commission for
trimming the government, the
minister said he wholeheart-
edly endorsed the goal of down-
sizlnE the government and it

seriously be ed.

At least, he said, the size of

overnment should be held at

e current level so that the
number could be reduced by at-
trition.

On a question whether an
austerity measure should be
pursued, the minister said the
government should aus-
terity in every sﬁ ere of life.
"We are not rich enough to

spend lavishly,” he said.

CHT talks

From page 1

up at the talks yesterday as the
tribal returnees mt:;me up with
new demands, uding repa-
triation under the of the
UNHCR and ICRC. The current
stalemate over the three hill
district councils also came up
for discussion. Besides, Shantu
Larma faced challenges from
the extremists in his camp. He
used the new issues to drum up
his case for more concessions
on the five-point charter of de-

mand he had placed earlier.
Chief Whip of the Jatiya
Abul Hasnat Abdullah,
who heads the NCCHT, led the
5;::_lvernmcnt side and Jyotin-
yo Bodhipriyo Larma alias
Shantu Larma, Chairman of the
PCJSS led his five-member del-

egation in the talks held at the

state guest house Meghna.

The PCJSS tion was
flown to the tal by a mili-
tary heli er their tem-
Burar_',r eadquarters at

udukchhara, a tiny frontier
hamlet in Khagrachhari. NC-

CHT members Mosharraf Hos-
sain. MP and Ataur Rahman
Kaiser, an Awami League
leader, accompanied the SS
delegation from Dudukchhara,
where they boarded the heli-
copter at 10:55 am.

After arriving at the Air
Force Base Bashar at
an hour later, they were
to the guest house under heavy
security. Talks began after
lunch at 3 pm.

Earlier on Sunday. the
PCJSS delegation arrived at
Dudukchhara from their head-
quarter at Bishnupur in the
Indian state of Tripura. On
Saturday, a group of Shan-
tibahini insurgents reached
Dudukchhara after securit
forces vacated or neutralised 1
camps and border posts as per
previous practice before the
peace negotiations. The talks
yesterday were the fifth in the
current series and 25th since

| 1985

(SM) is definitely a

punishment

. "But it is
]Er:u to call a hartal in
h to protest against
the nﬂ'ﬂll:lrﬂs'

Shahed Ali, a rickshaw-
puller, nid:h:he Zhrg;u have
done a very ‘insult-
ing' our Prnphﬂt:?muqa:d-
ing the Quran, but the hartal
1“”;-131 not help punish the crim-

s.”

mﬂiﬁdtuﬂﬁt;hn. a doctor work-
that the Zionists concerned had
committed a crime by hurt-
ing the sentiments of Muslims.
"But politicking with the inci-
dent by calling a shut-down in a
poor cnunﬂ? like ours is an-
other crime,” he said.

Shafiul Alam, an official of
a semi-government -
tion, was also very critical
about the 'Zionist misdeed’.
"However, the hartal would not
only affect the national econ-
omy. it would also affect my
private practice,” Shafiul Alam.
who is also a physiotherapist,

said.

Fatin Fayaz Khan, a house-
wife living in the Lalmatia, also
believes that the Zionist at-
tempt to dishonour the
of Islam deserves con-
demnation and some sort of
punishment. "But the hartal
would not help ensure the pun-
ishment."”

PM at Hamburg

From page 1

tion programmes both by the
respective governments as well

as aid :Eﬁ'lcm
Sh Hasina told the meet
that her t is commit-

ted to structural reforms in the
field of literacy that must ac-
company its drive for eradicat-
ing poverty thm:{h education
I.;'ld of the peo-
ple.

"We consider education at all
levels as one of the major fac-
tors of poverty alleviation,” she
said, reaffirming her commit-
ment to eradicate illiteracy from
Bangladesh within next 10

ﬁ{a ngaitgﬁ ] Minister said
nearly ion people
dominantly to dev:lm
oping nations are illiterate.

Gap between literate and il-

literate in a d society
is likely to wider in future,
she said, ing a Human De-

velopment Centre has recently
termed South Asia the "
most illiterate, most malnour-
;I:jctlr: least gender-sensitive
¢ most deprived in
the world. This rqinm a
very low female literacy rate.
A recent study found that
farmers with four years of
education are 9 cent more
productive than farmers with
no education. Literacy mﬁ'
20 to 30 B:r cent can a
nation's GDP by 6 to 8 per cent,
improve nutritional status sig-
Hasina said the
fact that the fo education
alone cannot eradicate
illiteracy from , it was
thought necessary to embark
upon a compreljensive Non-
{F!‘:JEEHI Educatign Programme
The Prime Minister said that
Bangladesh had adopted for-
-looldnﬂ strategies to keep
phase with very fast-chang-
ing order

? E:n:rnmen('l aim is“to
develop nation's human re-

sources, equip it with the nec-
eauag tec and profes-
sional skills needed to luml
a process of sustainable -
opment.”

Law ministry

From page 1
highlight ;l_he ‘ch;_cum:tmtil]
Tape’ for proper ju-

dicial consideration".
Shima Chowdhury, a gar-
ments worker, was by
Raozan thana

8 last year

Hﬂlaﬁ: her
dul Hafiz. ce then t
to Raozan thana where she
allegedly ra
man in the

out separate torch processions
sterday in support of the

artal.
Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal
Dhaka city unit led by Giasud-

din Khokon also t out a

Rrocenlon in the city for the
artal.

UNB adds: Leaders of Jatiya
Party (Zafar-M yester-
day called on the to ob-
serve today's hartal to
solidarity with the Muslim
Ummah.

The call came from a

'rnllyufthcmhﬁdltﬂuk-
ty

afternoon.
Presided over JP (Z-M)
presidium member Hos-
sain Bengal, the rally was ad-
dressed. among others, by secre-
tary general Shamim-Al-Ma-
mun, presidium member Prof

taongon in

Nurul Islam Milon, vice-
chairman ASM Zakaria and
MA Latif.

Later. a torch was
brought out in the city in sup-
port of the hartal.



