Prize-distribution
ceremony of C
Women's College held

The prize- ceremony of
the annual cultural programme
of Chittagong Government Wo-
men's College was held on
Saturday, says a release.

Chit Clg Mayor ABM
Mohiuddin huwdhut:ilye :}:-
tributed prizes among n-
ners as l.lg‘ Ehit;f-lﬂt. Praising
the progress in education at the
college, the mayor assured to
extend his all-out efforts in es-
tablishing an academic build-
ing, st ts' hostel and fund
for study tours.

Shakhawat Hossain, Divi-

sion Commissioner, Chit
was present as the specia

Princiml of the coll Prof

Fauzia Ally presided. her

. she her dis-

satisfaction over the ogloor

of the age-old college

sought cooperation of the

Mayor as well as the city-
dwellers in this regard.

Among others, Sccrctnrcy of
the Teachers' Council and Con-
venor of the Cultural Commit-
tee, Prof Mahmuda Khanam

also 5
Rumnn Begum and Fa-

rzana Sultana received the
‘Champion Prizes'.

Memorial meet
on Aminul Huqg

A commemoration m:let]ing
on former attorney gener te
Aminul Huq on the occasion of
his second death anniversary
was held in the south hall of the
Supreme Court Bar Association
ggsﬂdjng yesterday, reports

Addressing the meeting,
State Minister for Information
Prof Abu Sayeed said late
Aminul Huq was a man of
commitment. He was firm to
his commitment but not vindic-
tive, he added.

The meeting was presided
over by senior advocate SR Paul
and addressed, others,
by Justice Abdul Mannan, At-
torney General Barrister KS
Nabi, Barrister Shaukat Ali,
Barrister Amir-ul Islam, Col
(retd) Shawkat Ali, SS Haldar,
Hasan Arif and
Supreme Court Bar Association
Zainal Abedin and late Aminul
Hug's brother Mahbubul Hagq.

of Sayeed said Aminul
Huq never compromised with
injustice and autocratic rule. He
was a brave n and a dedi-
cated freedom fighter. Hugq
fought for restoration of the
spirit of the War of Liberation,
he added.

In uu%rp.d mﬁﬂ . the min-
ister upon all to te
with the government in build-
ing the nation.

Kaiser Rasheed

The namaz-e-janaza of
Kaiser Rasheed Chowdhury
heild at the Mosque of Dhan-

l-l;ummn . Rasheed
Chowdhury, Finance Minister
SAMS Ki , State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, leaders of the
Awami League, BNP and other
, @ host of friends and re-

of the deceased attended

the
second was held in
the Kurmitola Golf Course
Ground and another janaza
took place in Sylhet where the
was flown for burial.
ser Rasheed died of a
massive heart attack in the city
on Friday and his body was
for the arrival of his
daughters from abroad. Two
daughters arrived yesterday,
sources said.

reports from Syl-
A Pt
Hazrat Shah Jalal [leﬂ:rﬂw

llng‘ub prayers.
big number of people at-

tended the janaza and the
burial.

ADAB’s concern

over activities
of ’vested quarter’

The Association of Devel-
t Agencies in Bangladesh
EEAB} yesterday expressed
concern over the activities of
vested quarter aﬁa.imt the -
formance of the NGOs on -
ent pretexts, reports BSS.
A mee

arson on July 5 at the
“Proshika” office in Kuliarchar

The in another reso-
lution expressed anxiety over
the growing tendency of repres-
raping of the women
in different places of the coun-

. It also said that the
H(}U:umbdng of the

are severely affected
in many places due to terrorism
and extortions by a group of

m-mu: expressed deep
Matﬂ;i?éamuufﬂw
plclnrmd&ccidmtnndv.m

and that the ADAB will
make effort for rehabili-
tation of families of the de-

ceased.
Author of book on
Bangabandhu murder
gets death threats

Siddiqur Rahman, author of
the book “The killers: A new
book on Bangabandhu's mur-
der.” has death threats
from an anonymous caller, re-
mﬁemm' h

a general diary wit
Dhanmondi thana in this con-
nection on Saturday. Rahman
said that the unknown person
also threatened to burn his fac-

tory.
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Chittagong City Mayor ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury and
Principal of Chittagong Government Women's College Prof
Fauzia Ally at the prize-giving ceremony of the college on
Saturday.
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Islami Bank Hospital Rajshahi was inaugurated on Friday
at Laxmipur, Rajshahi. Prof Abu Ahmed Ashraf Ali (4th
R), Principal, Bogra Medical College and Kazi Farid
Ahmed (2nd R), Deputy Commissioner, Rajshahi, Sponsor
and ex-Director of the Bank (3rd R) and M Nurul Islam,
Senior Vice President and in-charge of Bogra Zone were
present on ithe occasion.

A M Anisuzzaman, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
Uttara Bank Limited addressing the regional heads confer-
ence on Friday at the head office. The Managing Director
M Aminuzzaman and other high officials are also seen.

The publication ceremony of an album of memoirs, 'Smriti’,
by students of the 22nd batch of Public Administration™
Department, Dhaka University (DU), was held at the TSC
recently. Prof AKA Chowdhury, Vice Chancellor, DU was
present as the chief guest.

A J Masudul
Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB) with the meritorious
students (children of BKB officers and employees) who
were honoured with gold medals at a reception held in the
bank's conference room recently.

Hoq Ahamed, Managing Director,

"Tista,”’Ekota’ to
run July 14, 15

The inter-city trains, Tista
and Ekota, will make their
journey towards northern des-
tinations on July 14 and 15
(Monday and Tuesday) to facili-
tate travel of the stranded pas-
sengers, a railways press re-
lease said yesterday, reports
BSS

Bangladesh Railway has de-
cided to run these two inter-city
trains on the.r weekly off-days
considering the suﬁcm}qa of the
stranded passengers following

Bangladesh boy
awarded

Syed Saadat
Ali has re-
ceived a gold
medal in the
9th Kanagawa
Biennial World
Children's Art
Exhibition. he-
Id in Japan re-
%ﬁ rently, says a

: B press release
Syed. aged 5 is the son of

Mr and Mrs Syed Tareq Ally of
Mohona Art School Chittagong

«disruption of road link between
[Yhaka and northern districts
due to heavy rains

Rajshahi JP
leaders meet
Ershad

Four district leaders of
Jatiya Party (JP) from greater
Rajshahi meet the party Chair-
man HM Ershad at his Barid-
hara office yesterday, reports
UNB. o 4

Among others, leaders
Naziur Rghman Mm Sarder
Amjad Hossain, Dr Azizur
Rahman, Majibur Rahman
Sentu and Ruhul Amin and
former RCC mayors Abdul Hadi
and Nurul Huda were present.

Giving emphasis on
strengthening the party from
central to grassroot levels, Er-
shad called upon all to make
the JP more dynamic and in-
tensify the unity with leaders
and workers.

Referring to his planned visit
to greater Rajshahi, the JP
Chairman said he could not go
there due to illness and h
that he would visit the region
on his return from abroad after
medical treatment.

Ershad sought good wishes
of the party leaders as well as
the coun for his early re-
cnvcgy. Responding to his call,
Lh: istrict leaders prayed for

im.

AL leaders begin
tours from July 24

Awami League central lead-
ers will begin a six-day tours in
different parts of the country
from July 24, a party press re-
lease said yesterday, reports
BSS.

During the tours, the central
leaders will address rallies and
take part in the mass-contact
pro es in thana and dis-
trict levels.

The central leaders, who will
participate in the programmes
in 13 groups, are: Abdus
Samad d. Abdul Mannan.
Zillur Rahman, Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, Amir Hossain
Amu, Begum Motia Chowdhury,
Mohammad Nasim, Tofael
Ahmed, Abdur Razzak, Abdul
Momen, Dewan Farid Gazi,
Prof. Abu Sayeed, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah, Ataur Rahman Khan
Kaiser, Dr. Mohammad Selim,
Abdul Jalil, Shamsur Rahman

Khan, KM Jah r, Mirza Sul-
tan Raja, Abul Hasan Chowd-
hury, . Mustafa Jalal Mohi-

uddin and Abdul Kader Sid-
diqui.

Distribution of
RU admission

forms begins

RAJSHAHI, July 13: The dis-
tribution of primary applica-
tion forms. of different depart-

ments for admission into the -

first year honours classes for
the session 1996-97 under Ra-
Jshahi University began today,

a press release of the universi
said BSS R4

"I"ht dutrlhuflon of forms
and c(heir submission to the

proper authorities will con-
tinue till July 31.

The admission test will start
on August 9 and continue till

Aug 20,
On the eve of the distribution
of the primary admission

forms., Vice Chancellor Prof.
Abdul Khaleque urﬁ:! the stu-
dents, teachers, officials and
employees of the university and
local residents to extend their
support and cooperation for
successful completion of the
admission tests.

Meanwhile, in a notifica-
tion, Proctor Prof. Mukhleshur
Rahman advised all concerned
not to distribute hand bills and
hnn%bnnneri and posters near
the bank and adjacent areas
during distribution of the ap-
plication forms, the release
said.

The university authorities
carlier banned meetings, pro-
cessions, miking, wall writings.

tering and distribution of

and bills on the campus with-

out prior permission of the
proctor.

Re-examination

of paper
demanded

Unsuccessful candidates in
the last
nation of Psycho Depart-
ment in Jagannath University

have demanded to re-

the Jatiya Press Club
with the allegations that some
lapses, irregularities and
wrongs were committed in con-
ducting the examination, first
time under the National Uni-
versity.

Muhammad Khairul Hasan,
on behalf of the students,
pointed out that the percent-
ages of the department's suc-
cessful candidates in 1995 and
1994 examinations, which were
held under the Dhaka Univer-
sity, were 77.17 and 92.13 per

cent r:apectjvclg. but the per-
centage was 39.2 in 1996.

ay

FM Greets newly
appointed Turkish
FM

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday greeted
Ilsmail Cem on his l#palntumnl
as the Minister of orel}ﬁ'n Af-
fairs of Turkey, reports UNB.

He also wished him good
health, happiness, long life and
continued success.

Azad hoped that the frater-
nal relations between the two
countries would be further
strean7thened in the days ahead.

Metropolitan
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L water

4 will tem
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Pedestrians negotiating a water-logged road near Gabtoli Bus Terminal in the city yesterday.

Repair work may cost crores
Rain washes away top layer

of most city roads

By Staff Correspondent .

The incessant rain has
washed away the top layer of
most of the city s, leaving
them scarred with pot-holes.

Dhaka City Corporation's
engineering department fears
that the repair cost might run
into crores.

Parts of all major roads at
Mirpur, Shamoly, Dhanmondi,
Ramna, Shahbag, Shantinagar,
Malibagh, Mou . Shahjan-
pur, Motijheel, Gulistan the
old town were terday seen
with large pot- and long
cracks. Several broken down
vehicles were found at different

laces. They had fallen into the
arge E:obholes camouflaged by

"We have t most
of the city mwhlv: been
damaged by the non-stop
downpour, but the actual im-
pact of the rain is yet to be as-
sessed,” said DCC's acting chief
engineer.

He said DCC was now
preparing a list of roads which
needed urgent repairing. "We
M the roads
with sand . ~chips.” he

*ka

added.

The Chief Engineer said the
bitumen used for the top layer
of the city roads could not sus-
tain the pressure of the rain
and heavy traffic. "I have asked
other officials to also make a
list of roads which were built
recently but got damaged.”

"We cannot fully repair these
roads until the rainy season is
nvc{;'." the DCC chief engineer
said.

Youngman
mugged

A young employee of Broth-
ers Union Club was robbed of
near Gopibagh level-crossing in
the city yesterday, reports UNB.

Hospital sources said, a
grnu[p of muggers stabbed Masir,

6. from behind and took away
Tk 3.000 when he was going to
the club at about 6 pm.

Masir was admitted to Dhd-

Medical College Hospital. '
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_Establishment- of

BOU centre in
Mymensingh
uncertain

The establishment of a per-
manent BOU Regional Resource
Centre (RRC) in Mymensingh
has become uncertain due to
non-availability of a suitable
plot in Mymensingh town, says
a press release.

The ADB-funded BOU pro-
ject, including all its regional
resource centres, has release to
be completed by June 1998. But
despite continued efforts by the
University, no suitable plot has

et been available in the town
or the p :

Concerned at the delay in
%:tttng a plot of land, BOU Vice-

hancellor Dr M Aminul Islam
visited Mymensingh on July 9
and had meetings with the dis-
trict authority, Vice-Chancellor
of Bangladesh Agriculture Uni-
versity and teachers of My-
mensingh Teachers Training
College.

He urged the deputy com-
missioner to take immediate
steps to acquire a plot of land in
Mymensingh town for con-
struction of the proposed BOU
Centre. The district authority
gave him the assurance that it
wauld extend all-eul coepera- .

| tion in this respect. 1

Training course
for Bosnian cadets
begins at BMA

CHITTAGONG, July 13:
Bangladesh Military Academy
(BMA) has taken up a six-mon-
th long short course to provide
military training to a group of
Bosnian cadets from today
(Sunday), says a press release.

The 21-member Bosnian
team which included 20 cadets

and an interpreter joined th
BMA on Frid?i j -

After successful completion
of the training course at the
BMA, the Bosnian cadets will
get commission as officers in
the Bosnian Army.

Bangladesh Army will bear
the total cost of their training
including expenditures of their
food, accommodation, training
fee. medical treatment. books,
stationary, kit allowances,
pocket money, term and mid-
term vacation allowances etc.

Prime ‘Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina granted an amount equi-
valent to 50,000 US dollars
from the Prime Minister's Bos-
nian Solidarity Fund to meet
the training:eosts. The rest of
the .expenditures will be borne
Ly the Bangtadesh Armiy from
its-ow¥Y sourees 't~ ot e

Bosnian cadets joined Bangladesh Military Academy (BMA) for a training course yesterday.

' 'Top-dying' disease threatening

—ISPR photo
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50 pc of Sundart trees

KHULNA, July 13: An un-
known disease has struck the

world's largest mnnﬁuw forest.

More worrying is that the
awesome disease is killing the
species which make up more

t half the tree of
the Sundarbans Khulna
coast

The disease afflicts the Sun-
dari trees, after which the forest
is named, from theé top. It
makes the leaves and branches
wither first before finally chok-
ing the roots, to the bewilder-
ment of

Scientists h:mn: named the

disease "to but failed to
pinpoint, series of stud-
ies; what causes it.

*“The cause is to be iden-

tified.” says La Rahman, a
researcher at the Cul-
ture Centre in Khulna. There
are several hypothesis, how-
ever, with the g:wlng salinity
in rivers along forest being
the major suspect.

As experts are yet to defect
the cause and prescribe reme-
dies, Sundari population is fast

According to forest officials,
‘top-dying’ has already de-
stroyed ne 20 per cent of
the Sundari plantation, while
50 per cent are clearly endan-

Zinnatul Islam, senior Sci-

L entific Officer of

adesh
Space Research l.:;ninmr

Sensing Organisation, recen

conducted a st on the HE!
rankhola range of the Sundar-
bans. He found 17 cent of
Sundari trees dllmhd. He
also detected that 50 per cent of
the Sundari trees in the range

has been afflicted by the dis-
ease.

By Kazi Motahar Rahman

According to a 1956 survey
by the Forest Department,
Sundari trees covered 60 per
cent of the total area of the
Sundarbans. The percentage
dwindled to 53 per cent in 1983
and 50 per cent in 1984

The forest department
blames the Farakka barrage
that India has built on the river
Ganges.

e dam severely limits
downstream flows of the rivers
to the Bay of Bengal along the
Sundarbans, causing salinity
upstream.

Salinity in the rivers are
thus rising, and experts find a
logical link between 'top-dying'
and rising salinity in Sundar-
bans rivers.

"Sundarbans is purely a
mangrove forest. Salt water
flushes most part of it twice a
day. So the volume of salt in
water must have a great impact
on the forest species,” said one
forest official.

For normal growth of Sun-
dari trees, the water must con-
tain 12 parts r trillion (a
measurement ol salt in water
and soil) and soil must contain
between 8 and 10 PPT. But the
latest study shows that Sun-
darbans rivers now contain up
to 28 PPT salt, specially during
dry season, while the soll con-
tains between 16 and 20 PPT.

Experts find the salt ratio
dangerous for survival of the
sensitive mangrove species.

One loreign expert, Dr Gib-
son, sald repeated natural
calamity, excess salinity and
massive situation in and
around the forest might be
causes of the top-dying disease.
He recommends chopping of the

upper portion ot the affected
trees to prevent its spread.

As per Gibson's prescription,
the government has cut off
about two million cubic feet of
the affected Sundari plantation.

Hewever, the situation has
not improved much.

With top-dying threatening
the Sundari population, forest
officials see¢ it a major blow to
the forest resour-es.

“This is not only a big threat
to the forest ltul?. also to the
economy. Sundari trees account
for 60 per cent of the mar-
ketable timber in the Sundar-
bans and a major source of fuel
wood in the southern region,”
one forest official said.

Forest officials and experts
are worried about the disease
spreading to other species
gradually and causing a disas-
ter in mangrove ecology.

Said Prof M Aminul Islam ol
University of Rajshahi, "Many
animal species are facing ex-
tinction, besides trees. because
of abnormal level of salinity. All
these will inevitably lead to an
utter imbalance in the eco-sys-
tem. An environmental disaster
looms large.”

Researcher Rahman cau-
tioned that the Sundarbans
mangrove might be a "thing of
the past” like Chokoria man-
grove unless something is done
urgently to put a break on the

d}'ﬂ_‘& process,
"We hardly can afford to lose
the Sundarbans when total for-
est area is far less than the re-
quired level," he said
The goverument claims 16
r cent of Bangladesh is forest
ut unofficial estimates put the
figure at belaw 10 per cent.

— News Network

Accords signed

EC to provide
Tk 34cr to
4 NGOs

The European Commission
(EC) will provide nearly Tk 34
crore to four leading non-gov-
ernment organisations (NGOs)
for implementing different de-
velopment programmes at
grassroots level under the EC's
new food security strategy. re-
ports BS5.

The EC yesterday signed con-
tracts with four NGOs. are:
Bangladesh Rural Advance-
ment Committee (BRAC), Pro-
shika Manobik Unnayan Ken-

dra, Rangpur Dinajpur Rural
Service (RDRS) and Care Ba-
ngladesh.

Under the programme, BRAC

will carry out afforestation and
Proshika will implement social
forestry under the poverty alle-

viation programme. RDRS will

o for promotion of household
ood security through home-
stead-based income generation
activities in six districts of
northern Bangladesh, while
Care Bangladesh will imple-
ment food programmes for lo-
cally intensified farnning en-
terprises,

Ambassador of the local del-
egation of EC, Michael Drury,
signed the contracts on behalf
ol EC. BRAC director Fazle Hos-
sain Abed, Proshika executive
director Quazi Faruque Ahmed,
RDRS director Kamaluddin Ak-
bar and country director of
CARE Bangladesh Patrick
Carey signed the contracts on
behalfl of their respective organ-
isations,

Speaking on the occasion,
Drury said the food security
strategy has two main uhijec-
tives, namely improvement of
the market auppg of food and
access of vulnerable groups to
food.
r:dHtE l;lf the EC was commit-
t o he Bangladesh im-
prove the ?Ie:gl of food security
and ensure the availability of
food for all its people.



