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WE HAVE MUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINDG, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

Abu Sayeed
made SEC
chairman

Former secretary M Abu
has been made chair-

man of the Securities and Ex-
¢ Commission (SEC), re- |

ports UNB.
He wm Dr. M Ha-
kglng tion tah]n;
non-coopera
finance ministry.
An official announcement
at:n:lly said the resignation
ter of Dr Rashid, also a re-
tired bureaucrat who was ap-
peointed SEC's second chairman
weeks after the Awami League
took owver in June

. Was accepted.
d Sekandar Ali, former
director of the In- I

vestment Corporation of

Shilpa
R it S
See Page 12 Col 5
Spl measures to
expedite cargo
handling at
Ctg Port

CHITTAGONG, July 13: The

Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
has made special ments
to run the seaport round the
clock from ay to Weﬂite
handling. reports UNB.

Ender the ents,
work at the will continue
round the c even on Fri-

days and other holidays with
the cooperations of organisa-
tions concerned to clear the
backlog created by strike.
mtpcrltinnf already
started this morning following a
decision of the port authority at
a with Port Chairman
Zulfikar Haider Chowdhury in
the chair.

Amntrulrmmhndbeennc’_t
See Page 12 Col 1

Yasmin’s body
was hurriedly

buried, court told

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, July 13: Hearing
of the Yasmin ra ruu:tmurder

| in the court
'ﬁ."m""“. -
* rosecution witnesses

testified the court today.
Th were Subeder Abdul
ue and Arun Kumar
Banerjee, a witness of inquest
PAbdul in his de

ue s .

sition nlﬂmw the PC‘;'_
Yasmin was hurri taken !
away from near Dashmile

where she was ra and mur-
dered and later . Arun

See Page 12 Col 1

Bangabandhu murder
case: Hearing

resumes today
Dn-pt;itiun lnducrnﬂ“-exnni-
nation of prosecution witnesses
the andhu murder
ase will resume in the Dhaka
strict and Sessions Judge
Court today, reports UNB.
The court was A

me

ness Muhitul Islam was
cross-examined by Shar-
Mukul, defence counsel

of lone civilian accused
Taheruddin Thakur.
Hul;lﬂh:.ul Islam on thv.tj ufjlr'é
deposition on July
fnqmu narrated the painful
episode of of the ecoun-
try's founding father, Sheikh

See Page 12 Col 2
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flooded: 22 more die

The flood situation in Chit-
tagong region remed d;n-
changed yesterda it -
riorated in nine n{hcr districts.

to UNB, at least 22
pric were killed in flood re-
ated incidents on the day, rais-
ing the toll to 79 so far.

Nine ple were killed in
Chittagong, seven in Cox's
Bazar. four in amati and
two in Manikganj, it added.

to our correspon-
dents, the situation dete-
riorated in Pabna, Sirajganj,
Manikganj, Feni, Jamalpur,
Comilla, Kurigram, Kishore-
ganj and Rajshahi further dete-
riorated.

More areas in the worst-hit
districts went under water and
some parts were devoured by the
swelling rivers. Standing crops
on thousands of acres of land
were d ed while lakhs of
people remained marooned in
the affected areas.

A weather expert told The

By Staff Correspondent

Daily Star last night the mon-
soon rains triggering floods in
22 districts are on the wane af-
ter was the country with a
fury that had been unusual this
season.

Four days incessant rain
from July 9 to 12 had already
accounted for 48 per cent of the
monthly a in the country,
Director of the Meteorological
Dti:ga:tmcnt Sajedur Rahman
told The Daily Star last night.

He said rains in the country

along with heavy showers in
the north-eastern India's
Arunachal, Meghalaya and As-
sam , Nepal and in the foothills
of the Himalayas in West Ben-
al, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
ed to the spate of flooding in
the northern and south eastern
districts,

It caused a serious conges-
tion in the major river systems
and flash floods, triggering
landslides in the hill districts
of Bandarban and Rangamati

and parts of Cox's Bazar.

Thousands of people were
marooned in Bandarban where
the Army was ordered to mount
relief and rescue operations,
providing food and shelter to
the affected, our Staff Corre-
spondent in Chittagong Nurul

am said. The authorities in
Dhaka reviewed the flood situa-
tion and decided to airdrop food
to the affected.

However, the intensity of the
flooding decreased in Bandar-
ban. At the district town water
rose ugtu a height of two-
stor building making peo-
ple desperately seek safe shel-
ters, as the Sangu went into
spate. Its last such fury was
seen in 1977, Alam said.

The swirlil":ig waters of the
Khowai badly damaged a bridge
at Shatataﬂj. snapping Syl-
het's road with gﬁaka and
Comilla, Our Staff Correspon-

dent in Sylhet Igbal Siddiky re-

See Page 12 Col 6

The government has
launched a three-pronged drive
to recover overdue bank loans,
asking the banks to file cases
against the defauiters.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria disclosed the govern-
ment strat in an interview
with UNB yesterday. He said the
banks are going to file cases
against the | .an defaulters to
recover the unpaid loans
amounting to Tk 15,000 crore
altogether in the private and
pu sectors.

The gu;rtmnl:;;nt has pre-

ared the le ckground on

basis of \ghalich thl::gll:;anka are

going to sue the defaulters, the
minister said.

Mentioning the passage of
the Bankrupicy Act in Parlia-
ment, he said it will brirﬁg about
a "fundamental :fh:ﬁ# dﬂ t :
whole pict e a

g : H: law will be pro-
mulgated on August 1 after
framing certain rules under it,
he added.

The government has also

enacted some other laws that
bar a bank-loan defaulter from
being in charge of any of the

e = — =

banks, the Finance Minister
pointed out.
. Kibria lﬂ.i the administra-

< P A

" S
SAMS Kibri

tive actions. neglected in the
Eant. were also initiated. The

angladesh Bank and other
banks have formed task force to
monitor the loan-recovery sit-
uation.

3-pronged drive to recover overdue
bank loans launched: Kibria

"Defaulters simply cannot
hope to escape from pun-
ished due to indifference or
negligence of the banks.,” he
said. "The banks are going seri-
ously to the borrowers ei to
look at their problems, help
them if necessary, reschedule
the loan if ible or to take
drastic action.”

i’ said the recovery of loans
is gﬁ.’m as much importance as
disbursement of loans.

All the steps, the minister
said, would result in a higher
rate of recovery of loans.

Asked about the liquidity
crisis in the commercial ks
for which they are unable to
disburse long-term credit, Kib-
ria outright ruled out any such
problem.

"There i®» no ki ty cri
in the " 1o Baid adii
the "bank and

commercial- banks informed
him that no genuine borrower
had been turmed away by them
because of shortage of fund.

"We are not pressing the
banks to give loan as done in
the past. banks were asked

See Page 12 Col 4
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Fresh areas in 9 dists
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina being received by Chief of Protocol Dr Reiner Rohde on her

arrival at Hamburg Airport yesterday.

PM arrives
in Hamburg

HAMBURG, July 13: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina ar-
rived here this morning to at-
tend the UNESCO sponsored 5th
international conference on
adult education inning here
tomorrow, reports ;

Chief of protocol of Hamburg
Dr Reiner Rohde received the
Prime Minister as she alighted
from a Biman commercial
flight at Hamburg Airport at
9:050 local time. Others present
at the airport to receive her in-
cluded Assistant Director Gen-
eral of UNESCO Colin N Power
on behalf of the director gen-
eral.

Bangladesh ambassador to
Germany Shamsher M Chowd-
hury was also present at the
airport.

he airport was decorated
with the national flags of

Ba.n%audne&hnand Germany and
also flags

A arge umber ul'!
Bunglmjenﬁiu' Ilglng in Ger-

many were also present outside
the tarmac to greet the PM.

From the airport the Prime
Minister was taken to Hotel In-
tercontinental where she will
be staying during her visit to
Hamburg.

See Page 12 Col 8
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FOUR SKIPPERS ... (From R-L) Bangladesh's Akram Khan, India's Sachin Tendulkar,
Arjuna Ranatunga of Sri Lanka and Pakistan’'s Rameez Raja pose with the Asia Cup at a
joint press conference in Colombo yesterday. The four-nation cricket tourney kicks off in

the Sri Lanka capital today.

—AFP/UNB photo

Sri1 Lanka take on
Pakistan in Asia

Cup opener today

Sports Reporter

The four-nation Pepsi Asia
Cup begins in Colombo today
with world champions Sri
Lanka taking on Pakistan in
the opener at the Premadasa
Stadium.

The inaugural match,
weather pcrmltli%riu expected
to begin at 10.30 :

Bangladesh Television as
well as Star Sports will provide
live coverage of all the seven
maltches including the grand fi-
nal of the biennial tourne
which also includes Banglades
and India.

Undoubtedly the underdogs,
Bangladesh will kick off their
campaign against Pakistan on
July 16 ending champions
India, who the best track
record in the regional tourna-
ment, having won the trophy
four times. will feature in their
first match against the hosts on
J 18.

he sixth version of the
tournament will be pla on a
round robin format with the top
two teams playing in the final
on July 26. Prize-money worth
30.000 US dollars is on offer for
the winners while the runners-
up will get 20,000 dollars.

(Details on page 10).

J apanese envoy tells T—HE_Daily Star

Investment climate congenial but
infrastructure needs improvement

8y M Anwarul Haq, back from Tokyo

ese ambassador to
h Yoshikazu Kaneko
has said that the visit of the
Bangladesh Prime Minister to
Japan has opened a new win-
dow of opportunity for improv-
ing bilateral and business ties
between the two countries.
Talking to The Daily Star in
Tokyo during Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's recent visit,
the ambassador ke about
different aﬁpects of bilateral re-
lations and the problems and

Ja

prospects of attracting
Japanese investment in
adesh .

e said the visit of the Prime
Minister generated a new wave
of interest in the investment
opportunities available in
Bangladesh, particularly in the
erlvatr: sector. Besides, the visit

rther strengthened the tradi-
tional friendly ties between the
two countries and contributed

to "an understanding of mind
and a working rapport” between

Sheikh 'fasina and her
Japanes:« unterpart Ryutaro
Hashimo-

The a1 1ssador noted the
concertec ecfforts made by
Dhaka to ing out a welcome
climate of change im South

Asia. Tokyc he said, lauded the
water treaty between
Banglades!: .nd India and
hoped that Dhaka would be able
to garner the support of other
countries and donor agencies
for undertaking a re al wa-
ter m:uufemtnt policy, includ-
Ing implemern ' tion of the
Ganges Barrag: |, . uject

I'ne Japanese envoy said
that the investment climate in
Bangladesh was congenial but
certain impediments and bot-
tienecks needed to be removed

o create a more enabling atmo
sphere

rtant
huli Fertilizer
O) receive the
stipul.. d supply of gas imme-
diately, as assured by the
Bangladesh side so that the
company could meet its -
tion target. He hoped t the
required quantum of s 1
w?uld be ensured tngia[:frmg
lowing the commissioning of
the gas pipeline.

Kaneko stressed that Kafco
must be made a success as was
pointed out by the leading
members of the Japanese busi-
ness community at the Keidan-
ren meeting in Tokyo. Kalco
was then termed a flagship
company for ittracting
Japanese private sector in-
vestment in Bangladesh.

Explaining the importance
of Kalfco in the eyes of Japanese
investors, he said, the company
was scheduled to start repay-

He said it was impo
that the Karn
Comp nv (

vestors Lo come

ment of its loans last year but
thma ments have been re-
8L

due to shortage of gas

su ;

wlryﬂafm fails to make re-
payment, it is Bangladesh
which has to pay since the gov-
ernment is the guarantor. That

is people in Ja are
mu:’;lymnud th:;tl m;?tr

would discour gotenul] in-
angladesh.”

When told that the Kafco
contract carried some unfair
conditions when it was initi-
ated, the envoy said it could be
s0. But he stressed that from the
point of business 1, any
once upon should

* seen through its commit-
ment in order to con a -
tive and a sig-
nal so that more Japanese in-
vestment could be attracted In

future,
See Page 12 Col |
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Shima rape & murder case

4 accused po]iceni_en
acquitted

CHITTAGONG, July 13: Four
policemen accused of violating
a garments worker, Shima
Chowdhury, who later died in
jail, were “honourably" acquit-
ted today, report agencies.

Syed Enayetullah, Judge of
the 'Nari-O-Shishu Nirjaton

i Damon Adalot’ (Women and

Child Repression Prevention
Court), gave the verdict at 12:30
pm in a crowded court.

In his 46-page judgement,
the judge said it is a case with-
out evidence or prool.

Syed Enayetullah in his
{ud ement said some 41 persons
1ad appeared as witnesses and
given their deposition in the
case, but the allegations lev-

eligd against them wepe npt
proved sulficiently.

The government side hardly
presented one or two evidences
in favour of their allegations
and, as such, it failed to furnish
sufficient evidences wanted by
the court, the judge said.

Thus the judge, as per clause
6(3) 1995 of the acts of special

tribunal, acquitted sub-inspec-
tor Uttom Kumer, police con-
stables Sadek Ali, Abul Bashar
and Goura Chandra Karmaker
of the charges.

The judge also posed a ques-
tion as to why the victim Shima
Chowdhury did not file the case
herself.

The judge also said that the
statement of the victim, Shima
Chowdhury, under 164 GPC
which was essential for the
case, was not recorded.

The 41 witnesses who in-
cluded district superintendent
of police, members of the medi-
cal board and relatives of
Shima Chowdhury made their
depositions. :

Publie Prosecutor Nurus
Sofa Ta@lukdar arnd special PP
llias Mia appeared in the case
on behalf of the state while Ad-
vocate Ahsanul Haq Hena and
Shamsuddin Khan Mukul
pleaded for the accused persons.

According to the prosecution
case, Shima was picked up by

. See Page 12 Col 3
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l_Political parties differ

over tomorrow's hartal

By Reaz Ahmad

The major political parties of
the country differ in their
stands on tomorrow's hartal
called earlier by the Islami
Oikya Jote to protest a Zionist
act of blasphem a%amat the
Holy Quran and Prophet Hazrat
Mohammad (SM).

Islami Oikya Jote, a group-
ing of some Islamic organisa-
tions, on July 3 gave the call for
a dawn-to-dusk hartal on Jul
15 (tomorrow). Later, on July 8,
Jamaat-e-Islami called an eight-
hour hartal on the same day for
the same cause.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP). In its Standing Commit-
tee meeting on Friday last, ex-
tﬂtlldcd its support to hartal
call.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night, BNP Secretary Gen-
eral ul Mannan Bhuiyan,
however, could not confirm
whether their support would be
for a full-day hartal or an eight-
hour hartal.

Asked if support to the har-
tal call was justified after the
Jatiya Sangsad adopted a
unanimous resolution con-
demning the blasphemy Man-
nan said, It is justified taking
into consideration the senti-

ment of the people of the coun-
try.”

General Secretary of ruling
Awami League Zillur Rahman,
opposing the hartal said on
Saturday last that a vested
quarter gave the hartal call to
serve its political motive. In a
statement he said that the har-
tal, in no way can be supported
after adoption of a resolution by
the Jatiya Sangsad.

Jatiya Party leader Monirul
Haq Chowdhury told this corre-
spondent that though it did not
extend support to tomorrow's
hartal call, "JP has all sympa-
thy for the cause” for which
some parties have called the
hartal. "We are not opposed to
it. But, it would be better if all
parties could do something in
unison, specially after adopting
a unanimous resolution in the
parliament”, he said.

Shah Moazzem Hussain,
leader of JP dissident group
said, "We support the hartal to
show our respect to peoples'
sentiment.” He, however, agreed
that hartal causes disruption in
economic activities.,

Shah Moazzem reacted
sharply to Zillur Rahman's

See Page 12 Col 7

Tribal returnees for

rehabilitation under
UNHCR supervision

By Staff Correspondent

The tribal refugees who re-

turned to Khagrachhari from
India have demanded that the
government create a "congenial
atnmherc“ for the return of
40, r 8 from India, by
‘properly rehabilitating” those
who have already returned
home.
The Returnee Jumma Refu-
gees' Twenty-point Implemen-
tation Committee made the
demand at a press conference
held at the Jatiya Press Club
yesterday.

Claiming that most of the
20-point assurances are yet to
be [ulfilled, the leaders of the
organisation also al that

the { government, like its

, was lp ser-
vice ng the of
the

Rertmg to a question,
Sukriti Jibon Chakma, Jeint

Convenor of the organisation

said if the government fails to
meet its commitment regtlrdmg

rehabilitation of the re-
urnees, the refugees still living
in India may not feel encour-
aged to return home.

The leaders demanded that
rehabilitation of the returnees
be done under the supervision
of the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR).

They said, after the govern-
ment of Sheikh Hasina took

over, a total of 6,703 re-
turned home between March
and April this year on an "ex-

perimental basis.” But members
of 170 families have not yet
been rehabilitated in their
homesteads and members of
200 families are yet to get back
their cultivable lands, they
claimed.

Convenor of the organisa-

See Page 12 Col 4

Govt-PCJSS
talks resume
today

The fifth round of talks be-
tween the government and
leaders of Parbattya Chatta-
Fram Jana Sanghati Samity
PCJSS) begins in the city to-
day, report agencies.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah, who is chairman of the
national committee on CHT af-
fairs, will lead the government
side to the meeting at the state
guest house Padma.

The tribal delegation will be
headed by Jyotirindra Bod-
hipriya Larma alias Santu
Larma of the PCJSS, the polit-
ical wing of Shantibahin.

About duration of the parley,
an official of the Ministry of
Special Affairs said: "It depends

on the temperament of the de-
liberations."

The offictal, however, ex-
pressed optimism about a posi-
tive outcome of the talks.

The tribal team has already
reached Dudukchhari under
Khagrachhari district. It will fly
to capital today by an army he-
licopter.

The talks are expected to
start at 2:30 pm. Rupayan
Chakma, Gautam Chakma,

See Page 12 Col 6

Police finding

S killed in mob
beating were
muggers

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 13:
Police has said that the
five persons. beaten to death
a mob at Bhuigarh on the
Dhaka-Narayanganj link road
yesterday, were muggers.

According to preliminary
findings of the police, the
Heuple caught red-handed the

ve persons when they were
trying to escape after mugging
Taka 1.000 and a wrist watch
from Nuruddin Ahmed, an em-
ployee of The Daily Ittefaq. in
Jalkuri area at about 6 am.

Chased by the people, some
of them using a 'training’ car
which was available on the
spot, the scooter, ¢ ng the
muﬁtm. skidded off the
and fell into a ditch. Then a
crowd of over 100 people,
armed with iron rods, sticks
and brickbats, started beating
the muggers indiscriminately
and continued doing so until
Eolice had reached the spot two

ours later.

See Page 12 Col 3

Amu questions
motive behind
hartal call

Acting President of the rul-
ing Awami League Amir Hos-
sain Amu has questioned the
~motive behind the July 15 har-
tal called by Jamaat-e-Islami
and some other pro-Islamic
groups and sul_Ppﬂrtcd by main
opposition BNP,

"Why this hartal has been
called and against whom?" he
asked while talking to UNB at
his Eskaton residence yester-
day. "There is protest and
everywhere, but no hartal has
been called in any other coun-
try of the world,” he said.

Amu said the Awami Lcaéﬁ:
government has strongly
protested and expressed iﬁ-
nation against the dast
acts of the Jews "designed to de-
fame our great Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (SM) and the holy

See Page 12 Col |

Employees of DEPZ

factory gherao
Savar thana: 7 held

By Staff Correspondent

Several employees of an in-
dustrial unit were injured in a
lathicharge by police when they
gheraoed the Savar thana yes-
terday demanding release of
two fellow employees who were
arrested Saturday.

Police arrested seven of the
agitating workers.

Savar thana police said that
a several hundred workers of
the Youngone Hightech Ltd fac-
tory gathered in front of the
lice station at around 4 pm de-

See Page 12 Col 7
IU teachers

begin strike
From Our Correspondent
ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY,
Kushtia, July 13: A deadlock

has been prevailing in Islamic
University following the agita-

| tion of the teachers and stu-

dents demandi removal of
the Vice-Chancellor Prof Ena-

mul Haque,

The Islamic Universit
Teachers' Association (IUT.
began strike today as part of its
nn?—coupeu {ﬁum programme’

esting the -
fion and the VC. T

Meanwhile, the

Chhatra League (S-P) continued

Tt;it:ednt the university for the
a todv -
moval olY the ic‘:-mm

The Islami Chhatra Shibir

n its tation nst the
VC a fewd:ygll ago. e



