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The Police and the Rule of Law

by M S Ahmed and Shuva Mandal

The need to recognize human rights abuses in the criminal Jjustice

system is an established

principle of criminal jurisprudence. In fact numerous procedural safeguards have been in-
corporated within the constitutional framework. Torture or killing of a person in police
custody is, to put it mildly, per se illegal. The real question is: when gold
rusts what can iron do? Who can police the police?

police represent themselves as executive and admin-

istrative agents of the criminal justice system. A

' is the axis on which the rule of law rests and
rotates. It is he who enforces the law, maintains public order,
the lawless elements in check, brings the offender to book

3 constant vigil and preserves the coherence and solidarity
the social structure. The ce represents the law and order
of the organized society and hence must be accountable to the
3 crime, ﬂm’mulatinn. growing terrorism

apa o fanaticism have a new.dimensions to the role
- _The basic and fundamental problem regarding the police
today is how to make it function as an efficient and impartial
enforcement cy. It should be fully motivated and guided

| the objective 3 service to the public at large, upholding the
rights and liberties of the people. With this end in view, the
question of the accountability of the police assumes great
significance as it is directly related to its performance in a
democratic society. The principles for the police to follow in a
free, rmissive and ticipatory democracy may be
summarised as: (1) To contribute towards liberty, equality and
in human affairs. (2) To help and reconcile freedom

with security and to uphold the rule of law. (3) To uphold and
: d‘m rights. {4) To contribute towards winning faith

human
the T (5} To strengthen the security of persons and
m To investigate, detect and activate the prosecution

{8) To deal with major and minor crises and help those who are
in distress. _
mﬂ police have been viewed with a philos-
of sm associated with the mechanism of awe,
and coercion. In a democracy, the police while being a
visible of the auﬂmﬂﬁ: of the nmerit are expected
to the interests of the society and individual citizens
with regard to their basic rights. To that extent, every
-policeman is an agent of the g:wmment who is required to
-maintain :E'opn‘ equilibrium between the people and the gov-
- érmment %mc against the other.
- HUMAN AND THE POLICE : These rights are of
universal concern and they cut across major ideological, polit-
.ical and cultural boundaries. Human its are inviolable for

rﬂng the dignity of the people. trary violations of the
by the Bol:iu: are sought to be circumvented by two Articles

in the UN Charter of Human Rights : Article 3: ne has
the to life, liberty and security of person. Article 9: "No one
shall be su to arbi arrest, detention or exile.”
However, human rights violations by the police are on the
This can be attributed to the stress, strain and
_ of law mﬁrcmmmfminn and the surrounding
circumstances which ground for dissent.
contributing factor is the ruthlessness required to

meet terrorist violations. It is important to remember the
abuses of authority. in such situations can flourish not only
because of official negligence or acquiescence but because broad
sections of the people consider that in spite of their excesses the
w are carrying out a necessary and unpleasant task if both
state and society are to be preserved.
this connection it is worth mentioning that the UN
General in November 1979 adopted a resolution pre-
urlhi.n’I a code of conduct for the law enforcement officers.
Article 2 lays down that in the performance of their duties the
law enforcement officers shall protect and respect human dig-
mity and uphold hu rights of a]l&xrmns. The UN General
on December 5 adopted the Declaration on Pro-
. 8 from being subjected to torture or other
; mhumn or degr, treatment or punishm

ence - ;
s Internation onvenlion on
. laying déwn elaborate proyisjons against

'nbDecember, 1
4. torture,

WHY DO THE POLICE TORTURE SUSPECTS?: Police in-
mm with the arrest of a person on the suspicion of

cominitted a crime. Police resort to third degree

-Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad addressing the
publication ceremony of the book 'Kyoto Haiku' by
Hasnat Abdul Hye, held in the city on Friday.

is. (7) To facilitate movement and curb public disorder. .

Abdul Hye’s book ~ City Dental College
- of Japanese honours 8 with
~short poems out gold medals

» ' Bangladesh Haiko Society The City Dental College on

-arranged a publication cere- Friday honoured eight renow-

ﬂ of a hu»&k of #a[iancu naigcc:luzhi{n:] with medals at
poems, Kyoto Haiku”" by. a in the city, repo

. Hasnat Abdul at the LGE| BSS. . o~ e |

auditorium in t Iﬂ"}' ““ Fri- The recipients of the medals

d"!i'l:!:@.'}r.;l guest on the occa-

sion, PFereign Minister Abdus
that "Kyoto
rtant addi-

1ation

are Prof Fazie Rabbi (posthu-
mous) for his contributions in
the War of Liberation. Prof Mo-
hammad Ibrahim (posthumous)
for social work, Dr Mohammad
Yuml:nduf {;ramﬂen Bank for
rura evelopment, Dr Abu

i a;gl'“”:ff‘ ﬂg Ahmed Chowdhury, Prof A H M
P Jmthc he Smtlhamt Rahman and Prof Syed Mon-
expressed pe jurul Huq for healthcare, Prof

}

o e of wrkin Halku . Shah Mohammad Keramat Al
Iﬂlgg:m: Bangla lar " for research and journalist
mm "ug’p“ : Musa Sadique for writings on
occasion as  jiheration war.
al guest, Shamsur

said that it was a diffi-
task to express inner feel-

cult : ;
ings in a few lines. But Hasnat Menﬂka wants to

most I,m“‘mﬂ'ﬂ#ﬂli.mmmd become computer
- wonderful piece iterature .
— hitherto unknown in 5“311’1531'
; By Staff Co
o Discussing Kyoto yacy: BY Stafl Correspondent
aque o rved - B
Hasnat is the first poet in k. ;‘;Hﬁ;“m‘”h“
wuﬁlimdl.! 5 tnﬂl;a;f e 3R | sition in tI?l::
AL 4 merit list for

%! girls and Bth in
the combined
SCience

us.
Shawkat Osman. another
guest, said that global

special
village would be possible only group

ally and Hasnat has
taken a lead towards this direc-
tion. JICA chief in Bangladesh
also spoke.

mﬁﬂiﬁlblir Chmndh };u in his
pr tial speech highly ap-
ted the innﬂvauv:-&trlt f;f

t's book and it as

a marriage of different forms.

" | merit list from
*% 2 Dhaka Board

computer and electronics en
Eineer.

2 vishes to be a |

|

Daughter of Khondker Sera- |

jul Arefin and Shawkat Jahan, |

Menoka. a student of Vigarun

nisa Noon School, passes her |
leisure time writing articles for |

dailies and weeklies

suspec

methods to extort information regarding
t to make a false confession. The basic object of police

a crime or to force the

investigation is mistakenly believed by them to be the securing
of a conrviction. It is this misapprehension which causes the

pelice to adopt third

degree methods.

The law (Criminal Procedure Code) demarcates the function
of detection of crime and its punishment. The function of crime

detection was
courts and the judici

their own hands

ed to the
. But the
are ineffective in gunis ing the

lice and crime punishment to
police believe that the courts

guilty and hence take law into
uring investigations. The police often decide

what is the appropriate punishment to be given to the accused or

suspect and mete it out

way of torture in police lock-ups.

The police are under the misconception that without torture

they cannot
inadmissible in the

get evidence, even though a confession is
eyes of the law. Torture is considered by the

police as a short cut to detection of crimes. The quick results,
sheer pressure of work. political pressure and above all the sub-
culture of violence are the main reasons for the use of torture by
the police. The collection of evidence being an arduous and time
consuming task, the police prefer to get quick results by
coercion of the accused, beating the suspect to obtain a

confession. When this force is excessive. dea

may occur. Any

such violation of human rights norms results in the loss of

faith in the police.

The police is permitted to use force under certain circum-
- stances, mainly in cases of arrest and search. If a person resists

arrest or attempts to evade it, the
to effect the arrest except that those means
should not cause the death of the

means nece

police officer may use all

person unless that person is

accused of an offence punishable with death or imprisonment
for life. The 1poli-':l.z are also permitted to use force for the

dispersion o

ting and confining the

the minimum neces

in the situation or not? The

unlawful assemblies and, if necessary, by

rson.
e use of force by the police is le

circumstances. The real question is

ly sanctioned in certain
er the force used was
police

have a monopoly over the use of force to maintain law and or.
der. The question of police violence therefore resolves itself in
the question of whether they use force unnecessarily. However,
it must be remembered that under no circumstances will the

police be allowed to handle the supposedly lawless

by lawless

methods and by arrogating the role of the avenger their loyalty

to the law is su

The need of the hour is an organizational culture that
condemns abuse of power and misuse of force. The solution is

an emancipatory

behave more profession
rights.

training and scru
work of the subordinate officers an
by writers like Michael Banton, Wilson have
cause of low visibility of everyday police work, the
partment has the special pm];:ert}' that within it discretion
increases as one moves down the hierarchy. Hence su

officer must create an organizational climate where the

ulous supervision of the
men. Sociological studies
ed that be-
police de-

rvising
police

y and act as protectors of people's

In an inquisitorial system of criminal justice administra-

tion, it is the judici

administration followed in

ary. who does the necessary investigations.
saving the undertrial from numerous procedural i
However, in an adversarial system of crimina

ularities.
justice

Common Law countries the police

functions vest with the executive. Perhaps the answer to this

dilemma of policing the police lies in ving
pervisory powers over police

811

operations.

the courts
is is not to forget

that this is a matter of legislative will which is in the ultimate

anal

Fkilling of a ‘person in
Illcggf ﬁltgal

Who can police the police?

is a puppet of executive tyranny.
¢ need to recognize human rights abuses in the criminal

60 e katioe wystom is an setab
™

I"l § o

corporated within the constitutional ramr_k* Torture or
police custody is, to put it rhildly. per se
uestion is: when gold rusts what can iron do?

The writers are the graduate students of National Law School

of India.

' HERE and THERE

BﬂﬂglﬂdESh Shon sald a press release.
- Chairman of the school.
Film Forum Syed Md Hedayutu! Islam, in.

Bangladesh Short Film Fo-
rum has formed a 21 member

1 ' committee with Morshedul Is-

lam as its president and Pulak

/| Dutta as general secretary, re-

ports UNB.

The committee was consti-
tuted in a meeting with Tanvir
Mokammel in the chair in the
city on Friday, said a press re-
lease.

Bangladesh Sangbadik

au[ﬁurnltd the programme.
while Saldur Rahman Sayeed,
member of the school manage-
ment committee and Begum
Nurunnahar, a teacher, spoke.

One former student from each !

batch also addressed the inau-
gural, which was followed by a
cultural programme.

SASC

Students Anti-smoking

S&I‘I’lit}’ Cummltt;c (SASC), the first
anti-smoking organisation In
By Staff Correspondent the country, ay cele-

Bangladesh Sangbadik
Samity (Journalist Association
of Bangladesh) elected new of-
fice bearers for 1997 recently,
said a press release.

The new 19 member execu-
tive commitiee includes presi-
dent Abdul Motaleb (The
Bangladesh Observer). general

brated the completion of a
decade of its establishment, re-
ports UNB

To mark the occasion, a
mccull:mlg was held at the SASC
central office at Shyamoli in
the city with its advisor and
UNB chairman Amanullah
Khan in the chair,

secretary Kalayan Saha (The The meeting also announced

Dail ad) and treasurer the names an |1-member

Md Islam Khan. SASC organising committee for

' ' 1997-99.

Willes Little .

Newly eleclted committee

Flower School mcmlgu-n UE é&lli afl;:yam;;;

t. 1 r -

By Staff Correspondent ?r:I:-—::cretary gcnc:'l; Hasna

Former students of Willes
Little Flower School held their

Hena—joint secretary general,
and m‘lmberu—halnm Shibir,

reunion in the school premises Fazlul Rony, M Obaidur
yesterday. Rahman, Bishwajit Kumar

Nearly 1.500 former stu-  Sarkar, Prof M Nurun Nabi.
dents. from batches 1956 to  Gulshan Akhter, Nilufa Akhter

1997. attended the reunion,

Jahan and Ismail Hossain.

The winners of a music competition of Bangladesh
International School (BIS), DOHS; Mohakhali, along with
their teachers, judge and principal, at the school premises
recently

FOCUS

Law and Our Rights.
War of Words Rocks a Fragile Freedom

FeL1p

When dictatorship gave way to demucracy n Ma.l-aﬁr-i, new
fruits of free speech. Now, reports Gemini News Service,

‘by Akwete Sande and Bill Saidi Blantyre

situation is l_)_eigg made.

FTER 30 years of censors-

hip, Malawian journali-

sts are facing a new
problem — press freedom.

The politiclans are also
finding it difficult to adapt to
the new era,

Newspapers burst into life in
1992 as "President for Life" Dr
Hastings Kamuzu Banda's one
party system came to an end, a
process that culminated in Bak-
ili Muluzi's election victory two
years later.

During the dictatorship,
there were only two newspapers
with any substantial circula-
tion, The Dalily Times. owned
by the Government, and The
Malawi News. a weekly pub-

-lished by the ruling party. Nei-

ther made any pretence at being
anything other than the
mouthpiece of Banda, his party
and his regime,

By mid- 1994 about 20 news-
papers were clamouring for at-
tention, but solid research and
accuracy often took second
place to dramatic headlines and
unsubstantiated allegations.

The result was a loss of
credibility. When journalists
Mike Hall and Melinda Ham
made a small survey of public
opinion. they found that half
the respondents in Blantyre
and three-quarters in Lilongwe
did not believe what they read
and that the newspapers were
sensationalist, amateurish.”
biaser ol pranavanda and

even lies”. :

Most of these journals have
since ceased publication, and
the field is now domiinated by
two dailies, The Nation and The
Daily Times, and a weekly, The
Independent.

Nevertheless, ownership and
control remain a political is-
sue, The father of tge Indepen-
dent's editor-in-chief Janet
Karim is a luminary in Banda's
Malawi Congress Party and the
paper takes potshots at the Gov-
ernment at every opportunity.

On the other side of the polit-
ical divide, Finance Minster
Aleke Banda is the father of the
managing director of the Na-
tion.

Newspaper partisanship is
not as blatant as in the heady
days of 1994 and the excitable
tone has quietened down -— par-
ticularly because the targets of
attack have found that suing for
libel can be a profitable busi-
ness. Most newspapers are fac-
ing defamation cases, and Fo-
cus newspaper was forced to
shut recently after losing two
lawsuits.

President Muluzi has law-
suits for defamation pendin
against two newspapers and,
stung by a flow of steries alleg-
1nﬁ*mrruptiml among his min-
i1sfers he recently invited the
executive commitiee of the
Journalists Association

MaJ; 3
Bﬂﬂgln{ggstgglgsms simple. Be

of ~

- careful what you print, or you

could face more legal action.

“If you have any proof on the ;

allegations you make, I have no
problem.” said Muluzi. "But to
accuse people out of malice is
wrong, and | will not hesitate to
let the law take its course."

The Government's unhappi-
ness with its treatment in the
press was also shown by its de-
cision to launch its own publi-
cation, The Weekly. News.

More disturbingly, Muluzi
and others have shown signs of
discomfort with the wor ings
of an independent media.

Shortly after his govern-
ment took office, radio ucer
Albert Ndalama was fired for
broadcasting tape of an op-
position party's press confer-
ence. :

Last year, the publisher and
editor of a wee paper, The
Tribute, was j:.atﬂnz:c?J for a day for
refusing to reveal his sources on
a story about an assassination
plot against the President,

And recently. radio journal-
tst Francis Chikunkhuzeni was
suspended for a month for au-
thorising a story about a by-
election meeting addressed g}r
an :}Jqusitiun candidate in Ndi-
rande township, Blantyre.
Hastings Maloya, the reporter
who covered the meeting, was
dismissed. '

As in Banda's days, Malawi
Broadcasting Corporation news
bulletins are a monotonous diet

.tra.i ning."

journals sprang up to taste the

a more sober assessment of the

of the President's every move.
He is routinely referred to in
rrngramm:a as "His Excel-

ency’.

%e situation is far better,
however, than during Banda's
intolerant rule, when a journal-
ist could face life in prison for
publishing anything deemed
seditious or false news consid-
ered likely to cause public
alarm, -.

In addition, press freedom is
enshrined in the new constitu-
tion — "The press shall have the
right to report and publish
freely, within Malawi and
abroad, and to be accorded
fullest possible facilities for
cess to public information”
alttlht;]ug many- ulljd statutes
which impinge on the gathering
and publication of inJ%:'nmtl %
are still on the books.

Most journalists agree that
they themselves need better
training. The Nation's editor-
in-chief, Alfred Ntonga, told a
southern African edi ' con-
ference in Blantyre in August
that the Malawian press was at
%qasglénads. but that its future
cou safeguarded "if jour-
nalists can strengthen [media]
dssociations that re resent
their interests and em on

Editors must also learn ef-
fective ways to counter the
politicians' penchant for Ban-
da's tradition of aversion to
criticism. — Gemini News

Police Mutineers Lay Down the Law
by Bethuel Thai

Lesotho,” said one. "The judic has been hijacked the
tice ca[?ljge . o

mutiny by

stability and led to

lice in Lesotho has shaken the country's
wing fears of a bloody

showdown.

They army has refused to take sides in the dispute that

has divided junior officers from

lice chiefs and the

Government in the mountainous kingdom.
Nervousness was increased by reports that forces from

neighbouring South Alfrica were ready to intervene if

requested.

The junior officers staged a national two-day strike in early

February in honour of a colleague shot dead in t

they

"sacked" the Police Commissioner and replac

dispute. Then

him with

the head of the police training college in Maseru. where the

mutineers are based.

The trouble has its roots in what has become commonly’
known in Lesotho as the "Police shooting drama.” when officers
exchanged fire at Maseru main police station in October 1995,

A group of junior members of the riot squad clashed with a

vopg hrailyr were killed.

number of high-ranki!rl'ﬁrnfﬂccra. Two senior policemen and
: ee other seRignnen. were woundad.,
ers—ded l-‘-!-,-ﬁbma- lgienant. Rhaldso

Mplise. were subsequently charged .with murder. attempted
mutder and kidunap. They reportedly acmed themselves angd
vowed never to be taken to court.

The charges are based on the recommendations of the re

of a one-man commission of inquiry that was launch

by

Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle to investigate the shoot-out.

The re

port describes the shooting

as politically motivated,

and said the junior officers favoured the opposition Basotho
Natiorfal Partv, while senior officers supported the ruling

Basutoland Congress Party (BCP). The re

rt put responsibility

on nine juniors and recommended that legal action should be

taken again-t them.

Their leader. Molise, hit out at the report, saying the
investigations had been insufficient.

"All the re
within the

port contains Is a potential to ignite instability
ice and thwart all hopes of peace.” he said.

Although the commission had failed to establish who fired
the first shot, said Molise, it had blamed the junior officers on

the

unds that sentor officers might have shot in self-defence.

¢ nine suspects maintain that they were wrongly
identified by the commission. which. they say. was protecting

senior officers

Matters came to a head after the Director of Public
Prosecutions. Sipho Mdhuli. called for the arrest of the nine.
and senior oflicers attempted to execute the order in January,
ﬂlhrrl_jlmmrﬁ tipped ofl the accused, who have since resisted all

peace

ul attemipts 1o detain them.,

' say they will not get a fair trial. “There s no justice in

VIEWPOINT

| 4wddawnnut

politicians and no fair jus
With the Cabinet

delivered.”

pressing him for action, Police
Commissioner Bolutu Makoaba said

he was waiting for the

right moment in order to avoid a bloodbath.
The situation escalated on 31 January with the killing of a
policeman who supported the nine — reportedly shot by

supporters of the ruling BCP.

he incident angered junior

who staged a two-day stoppage

officers all over the country,

Eleven former members of the defunct Lesotho Liberation
Army — the BCP's old armed wing — were subsequently arrested

in ‘connection with the killing.

On 6 February. the nine accused. joined by supporters,

swooped on four assistant commissioners at
headquarters. removed their badges. seized their

B e KR i %&hﬁﬂﬁ?fgﬁﬂﬂm it

£ which lsawve |

gieracnas
tradigiognal L el
TR ot eck e dhmouetd(he Sidrilabdr of Makbdid s

police chiel and called a meet

which the coliege commandan
was “appoint
Monyeke. his deputy.

l.l%ulunel Makalo
" a successor, with another colonel, Tlali

lice
rms,

1
college, at
khohlane,

at the train

The Government condemned the move as an unlawful ploy
and delaying tactic "to defeat the course of justice.”
On 9 February. Makoaba announced he was still in

command and was workin

with commanders of the armed

forces to find a solution, But he stressed that the suspects would

have to appear in court.

The army commander, Major-General Makhula Mosakeng.

also released a statement, saying that while the

responsible for state security, it would not take-sides in the

police dispute.

He asked the
peacefully. But he surprised the nation when he

blem
he had

police to solve the

sought to give advice to the government and officers, but that

his advice was not heeded.

Amid growing tension, the police high command pledg
El_llppﬂl'l or Makoaba on 10 February. The action by
offi to dismiss their superiors is not

cers of seeking

unprecedented during Mokhehle's four years in

ed full
junior

. One two

previous occasions, a total of eight senior officers have been

ordered out by lower ranks. Both times

resisted but later bowed to the

The writer is a journalist wor
Survivour newspaper in Lesotho

the Premier initially
. = Gemini News ¢
ng for Mopheme — The

Towards a South Asia Peace Charter

T was in the Air Lanka in-
Nlight magazine where |
first read Sri Lanka being
known as the Iisland of
serendipity — a place full of
plea surprises. | was an
ad tion of five individuals
oing Ifrom Bangladesh to Sri
to attend a workshop on
a South Asia Initiative for
Peace recently, which brought
together a cross section of
members of civil society from
most of the countries of South
Asia. The Workshop had been
organised by the National Peace
Council of Sri Lanka — a
voluntary organisation based
in Coinm{m. and the South Asia
Forum for Human Rights
located in Kathmandu. True to
its promise, the island and its
people did live up to its epithet.
While the temptation of
composing a travelogue in
praise of Sri Lanka is strong. let
me get down to the more
mundane, albeit important

|

matter of sharing what we, and
an assortment of thirty odd
friends fromn South Asia and
other parts of the world
achieved during the course of
the Workshop. :

The Workshop was held in
Wadduwa, a sea-side resort
south of Colombo, from April
24-26, 1997, In addition to five
participants from Bangladesh,
there were seventeen partici-

ants from India, Nepal and
akistan, about ten partici-
ants from Sri Lanka and five
nternational observers repre-
senting two NGOs in Canada,
the Asian Human Rights Com-
mission, and a representative
ol the sponsor, Friedrich-Nau-
mann-Stiftung, an organisa-
tion based in Germany.

The South Asian nations to-
day face a challenge of burying
their differences and emerging
as a regional economic’ bloc,
This challenge does not confine
itself to resolution of inter-
country conflicts. but also, and
more importantly concerns the
need for resolving conflicts
which are tearing the countries

apart. As a first ﬂlt‘f) towards cilitate sharing of experience
overcoming this challenge, it is and raising mutual tand-

imperative that the citizens of
these countries r ise these
conflicts and understand their
casualities. It is only when
fairness, tolerance and empa-
thy with minorities gain domi-
nance among the polity that
one could hope to see the begin-
nings of a peaceful coexistence
of nations, be they within polit-
ical boundaries or without. It is
with the noble intentions of
fostering an understanding of
the conllicts and taking con-
crete steps to resolve them that
the workshop in Wadduwa be-

The Workshop was organ-
ised into three main compo-
nents. On the first day, the focus
of discussions was Sri Lanka —
the prevailing conflict and
prospects of . The humani-
tarian problem of displaced

rsons from the conflict af-
ected areas in Sri Lanka, in-
cluding the Sri Lankan refugees
in India and other countries
was highlighted with particular
reference to the problems faced
by women and children. The
initiatives for peace were re-
viewed and a proposal for or-
chestrating a South Asian re-
sponse to the conflict exam-
ined. Re ising the pitfalls of
setting ambitious goals of con-
flict resolution, it was
that as a first -lcp. activities
planned for the lorthcoming
year would concentrate on in-
vestigations to be carried out
a team of citizens from the dii-
ferent South Asian countries on
the conditions of displaced per-
sons within Sri Lanka as well
as those of Sri Lankan
in India. A on the a-
tion shall be as a pre-
lude to advocate solutions
which would "ensure conditions
of peace and democratic func-
tioning and (restoration. of)

human ts."
The mrlgh of the

programme was designed to fa-

ing and awareness

the existing conflict situations
within different countries of
South Asia. Discussions ensued
on the situations in
Bangladesh, Nepal, India and

Pakistan. On Bangladesh, the
situation of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts was described. A genesis

of the conflict and its present

ramifications were presented.

The participant from Nepal
framed his presentation around
the themes of the pluralistic na-
ture of Nepali society, il-
ing (mis-) perceptions D! threa

to national and territorial in-

tegrity which mark its rela-

tionship with India. China and
Bhutan, inter-caste and ethnic
conflict and possibilities of
conflict resolution through
peaceful means. The Indian pa-
per made references to the situ-
ation in the North-east and
ima]?mcd the Kashnir issue in
the light of Indo-Pak relations.
and paper on Pakistan con-
centrated on the psychological
costs of ethnic conflict.

The third part of the Work-
shop concentrated on drafting a
"South Asia Peace Charter”.
aim of the charter was to reiter-
ate the commitment of con-
cerned le in South Asia to-
wards t of human
rights, peace and democ ;
and to promote a civil society
initiative to address the con-
flict situations prevailing in
the region specifically from the
perspective of human rights vi-
olations.

Organisational aspects of
the proposed South Asia Peace
Charter were addressed by
forming a Regional Advisory
Couneil, a Coordination Com-
mittee and National S

Groups. The last would as
focal ts for the regional
initiative at the na-
tional levels. It was that

similar to the approach taken
in the case of Sri Lanka, as a

reliminary step, a team of

th Asians would investigate
into the conflict sit-
uations and how are par-

umbrella of evolving a pro-
gramme for peace research and

P e (e ety abouT sub:

for peace, human rights and
their belief in the necessity of
s b




