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'Noah's surprise selection

Fed Cup playoff

matchups

GOLD COAST, Australia.
July 11: Australia and

:gung no s ses in
matchups the Fed Cu

World Cup 1 tennis playoft,
with Aran Sanchez-Vicario

openi for Spain against
lﬁhel : rtporti AP.
Annabel Ellwood will play
;?- di lul;rll I.I.:.uu Sema
the other singles
m.llrgl.;naturdly at the Hope Is-
land complex.
Serna and Sanchez-Vicario
will pair off Sunday against

H(mﬂhnlndi{ﬂlﬂm unce
in bles.
Ellwood and were

McQuillan
picked Friday despite the recent
good form of teammates Kunce
and Anne Guse in

South Africa earlier this year,
Ellwood, who in the latest
rankings in 66th, defeated
Joanette Kruger while McQuil-
lan, with seven years' experi-
ence in the Fed Cup, beat top 10
player Amanda Coetzer.
Ai:lnlt Australia, Spain
"~ will looking to erase the
memory of their last Fed Cup
match where they lost 5-0 to |

um. Spain needs to beat
E:E:m to stay in the eight-
team World Group 1.

Becker will be |
at US n

NEW YORK, July 11: Former
Boris Becker entered

the upcomi US Open on
Thursday “ending speculatin
that his recent ap-
would be his last at a
gl’l’ﬂd Slam event, reports
Reuter.
The 29-year-old Becker an- k
Sl syl
loss to Pete t
at the AH-E:ﬂllld Club that it
had been his appearance at
Wimbledon, a tournament he
won three times.
The German, who won the
uUs in 1989, will be

Slam tennis at least one
more try next month at Flush-

mm'gud that Boris will
“T'm very

make at least one more -
ance at the US Open.” tour-

nament director Jay Snyder.
"He has always been one of the
most exciting players in the
sport and an teE:! of US
Open history the last 12 years.”

Backer has not in the
US Open since 1 when he
lost to Andre Agassi in the
semifinals. He missed last
year's event due to an injured
right wrist.

Juninho arrives
in Madnd
MADRID, July ]1: Brazilian

midfielder Juninho arrived in
Madrid on Wednesday

E:LM En: I:cmporﬁjgndur

The diminutive ii-rn.r-ﬁld
J—- full name Osvaldo Giraldo
unior — was surprised
at the -huncile:?yn frenzied
welcome

m&g&im Madrid's 20.2 mil-
club Middlesbrough was met

eight Llelevision crews, a
similar number of photogra-
ra.hu‘l and more than 20 repor-

But a from six |
schoolgirls there were lﬂgglugg
of the former Spanish
and Cup Winners.
or a moment it clearly
made Juninho wonder whether
he had made the right choice in

o
| will miss most about
Middlesbrough is their sup-
porters, they were right behind
me all the time | was at the
club,” the player said.
But he was soon looking to
the future rather than thc past.
‘1'm really glad to be
to Atletico because it is one o
the great club in sOCCer

and they currently have a good
nquad*mnld .

“I've got a lot of ambitions
while | here | want to win
the Spanish league and the
Spanish Cup, next season we
are in the UEFA Cup and | hope
"Eﬁﬂ:l win thatEll well "

ying in European club
competitions was one of the
main attractions of signing for

During his

- two seasons of
Middlesbrough,
not in Europe, Tottenham,
he was also linked,

failed to qualify for the coming
season

Juninho hopes that the
_ exposure he will
in Brazil. where Atletico

In the 3-2 victory ngajnlt' |

NICE, July 11:
Yannick Noah, in
another surprise
choice, Kll:led
untested Alexan-
dra Fusai and Sa-
ndrine Testud Friday to play
the Fed Cup semifinals this
weekend against Belgium, re-
ports AP.

Fusai, ranked 57th in the
world and only the sixth-
ranked French player, will get
her first Fed Cup start
against Sabine Appelmans,
ranked 19th in the world, Sat-
urday. That will be followed by
Testud Dominque Van
Roost. Testud is now 20th in the
world compared to the Belgian's

Sunday are the reverse sin-
gles and the doubles.

Noah chose Fusai and Testud
over the more Mary
Pierce and Nathalie Tauziat.
Noah said there really wasn't
much of a decision involved.

"Mary Plerce is injured so we
had to adjust to that,” Noah
said. Pierce, ranked 10th in the
world, has been battling elbow
and shoulder problems the last
six months and was routed at
Wimbledon by Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario.

"We had a Ht%cm Htplnf setback
with Mary, our t ., not
pla z..'rrﬂoah said. "Sne'a in-
jured. body said she couldn't
do it. There wasn't much to do.
She didn't practice all week.
She can't gﬂ_'f."

Fusai thought she would be
called upon.

"With Mary injured, I had a
feeling it could happe

n and |
was ready for it,” Fusai said.
Noah then bypassed Tauziat,

ranked 21st in the world, who is
good on grass but not good on
clay, the surface chosen by
France for the semifinals.
"Nathalie Tauziat is a
mostly attacking player. She
likes to play on grass courts.
She played great there. She won
a tournament and then made

the quarters in Wimbledon,"”
Noah said. "But then she has
trouble adjusting to the clay.”

Tauziat beat Testud in the
fourth round at Wimbledon to
make the quarterfinals but lost
to Sanchez Vicario.

Tauziat was the heroine of
France's victory over Ja last
March. She saved match points
in each of her two singles
matches and scored the clinch-
ing point with a 4-hour, 5-

minute match over Naoko
Sawamatsu, 7-5, 4-6, 17-15.

Noah said he is expecting at
lot from Fusai, who had been
elevated to the team after in-
uries to Julie Halard and now

ierce.

"Alexandra is more natu-
rally a clay court players. She
will have to shew up on Satur-
day and do it," Noah said.

He also realised that with
Pierce and Halard injured,.
Tauziat's lack of play on clay,
he had to go with first-time
glay:ra. even if it was the Fed

up semifinals.

"Right now, as of today, that

is the best team we have,” Noah
said.

Tauziat was disappointed
but understood.

"The best thing about Yan-
nick is when he takes a decision

he finds the right words to tell
you about it." Tauziat said.
This morning he came to my
room and explained it. | respect
:;:15 decision and I understand

Tauziat still gets a chance to
play doubles. She and Fusaj
were named to played the dou-
bles on Sunday against Lau-
rence Courtois and Els Call-
rmans.

The doubles on Sunday
comes after the reverse singles
and could be the deci ing
match,

Belgium beat Spain in the
first round to advance. Last
year Spain lost in the finals
against the United States.

The Americans were beaten
by the Netherlands in the first
round this year.

The Dutch team meets the
Czech Republic in the other

ﬁﬂscmiﬂna.l in Prague this week-

Beirut'

'~ BEIRUT, July 11: The Beirut
Sports City, flattened by Israeli
warplanes in 1982, has emerged
from the horrors of devastating
conflict to host the 8th Pan-
Arab Games and stand as testi-
mony to Lebanon's post-war
revival, r AFP,

The Games will be opened
Saturday by President Elias
Hrawi and prominent foreign
visitors including Arab League
secretary general Esmat Abdel
Meguid and Juan Antonio
Samaranch, chairman of the
International Olympic Com-
mittee.

Some 3,000 athletes from 19
Arab countries alongwith hun-
dreds of trainers and adminis-
trators and thousands of for-
eign spectators are in
Beirut for the July 12-27 Games.

The astonishing come back
of the capital's sports city is
seen by the government of
Prime Minister ¢ Hariri as
the jewel of the ambitious '18-

vibilldon -dollar 2
amme hunchm kf#gr p{ge

975-1990 civil war.
The sports complex has also

moment

become the symbol of Beirut's
rebirth as a prime tourist desti-
nation in the Middle East and
the Pan-Arab Games come
amid a wider effort to lure back
badly needed Arab capital and
visitors.

Masterkova

upbeat

TULA, Russia, July 11: Dou-
ble Atlanta gold medalist Svet-
lana Masterkova said on
Thursday she hoped to win at
least one gold at the world Ath-
letics Chamggnahips in Au-
gust, reports ter.

Speaking at the Russian
champions lrs, Masterkova
said she would be running in
both the 800 and 1,500 metres,
the events she won at the 1996
Olympics.

Team chief Vadim Zele-
chonok said on Wednesday he
was confident Russia would do

, Pvcll mﬁhem and fo win
our golds, three more in
the last World Championships
in Gothenburg.

eenitact of 49 6

But it is also a personal chal-
lenge for Hariri, who has
worked firelessly to promote
Lebanon as a safe destination
and renamed the complex the
Beirut Sports City to push the
idea of Lebanese unity after it
was long called after the late
president Camile Chamoun
who first inaugurated it.

The eighth Pan-Arab Games
were due to be held in 1996, but
were delayed for a year after Is-
rael's fierce 17-day grapes of
wrath offensive into t%:e coun-
try and because of a shortage of
promised Arab funding.

The Sports City was due to be
renovated and a expanded with
some 112.5 million dollars.
mostly from Arab League mem-
bers states,

But only Saudi Arabia do-
nated 20 million dollars and
Kuwait 6.35 million dollars for
the first phase of the project for
which the British Trafalgar
house engineering up won a
dollats.
The rest of the funds for the

first phase was provided by the
Lebanese government.

LONDON, July 11:
Arsenal striker
lan Wright, who
has been in trou-
ut his

career for
cal and verbal abuse of

and . was handed one
of Eﬁhh soccer's largest fines
for misconduct on Thursday,

reports Reuter.

The Football Association
(FA) fined Wright 15,000
(25,200 dollars) for much-pub-
licised incidents during two
matches last April and warned

after a game against Blackburm
and obscene he made w0
ﬂumu%,

Wright gets the message

forward, W t's troubled ca-
reer reads llke a manual of
what players should avoid do-
Inf on and around a football
pitch

In the past the striker has
been fined for spitting and
making obscene gestures at
fans. He has also been in trou-
ble for verbal attacks on offi-
clals several times as well as
physical attacks on other play-
ers.

The commission effectively
told Wright that this was his
last chance.

“They have made it abso-
lutely clear to lan Wright that
he could t no sympathy
whatsoever il he ap be-
fore them again in similar and
mdprnven circumstances.” Davies

“The severest of
that would remove him from
the for a very long time
would be inevitable. The com-
mission left him in no doubt
that they believed he had
reached a crossroads.”

Arsenal did not want to
comment on the ruling but it is
clear that the club is relieved
that Wright has avoided a ban
this time. T'he_ forward will

ties

ROME, J 11: The 2004
CO ﬂu:ntua[ly -
mmmﬁﬂ

for Italy, officials said
Wednesday in a report detailing
the Games' economic impact,
reports AP.

"Rome and Italy would gain
in an extraordinary way finan-
cially.

Che Daily S

continue his "anger coun-
selling” during the coming sea-
son.
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Marcelo bites
the dust

GSTAAD, Switzerland. July
11: Fourth seed Marcelo Rios
was sent packing by Spain's
Juan Albert Viloca in the sec-
ond round of the Swiss Open on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Viloca s t aside the world
No 9 6-3, '.?-EFP ‘

While it was Viloca's first
EVer win over a top 10 player, it
was the ﬂrﬁcu?]d ﬁimc in three
meetings that he-had beaten the
moody Chilean, .

"That guy, sometime he
plays unbelievable and if he's

laying well he's difficult to
Beat." said Viloca. "] beat him
before but then he was number
11, so this is a good win for me."
’I‘ypicallr Rios had no ex-
lanation for his erratic per-
ormance against a player
ranked 58 places below him,
sa}dnﬁ only, "Sometimes you
don't teel like playing and today
was one of those days."

Rios was nin:dyab}r Wimble-
don finalist Frenchman Cedric
Pioline.

Viloca will now meet wild-
card Nicolas Kiefer, the rising
star of German tennis, in the
quarterfinals.

Kiefer, ranked 68 in the
world, one spot below Viloca.
advanced with a 7-5, 6-3 win
over American Richey Rene-
berg. who had upset defending
champion Albert Costa in the
first round.

Seventh seed Alberto Be-
rasategui set up an all-Spanish
quarterfinal clash witil; 2{}:“-
retja prevailing 7-6, (7-2), 1-
6, J?-ﬂvtr [taly’s Renzo Furlan
in a seesaw battle that was
twice interrupted by rain.

Pioline, the first Frenchman
since 1946 to reach the Wimble-
don final, was trailing second
seeded Alex Corretja of Spain 2-
6, 2-3 when he was forced to
abandon the match because of a
sore t arm.

Pioline said he would retum
to action at the Canadian Open
on July 28.

Paes in Hall of

Fame semis

NEWPORT, Rhode Island,
July 11: Seventh seed Leander
Paes of India u top seed Alex
Radulescu of Germany 6-3, 7-6
on Thursday to reach the semi-
finals of the 255,000 dollars
Hall of Fame tennis champi-
onships, reports Reuter.

The 24-year-old Paes, sur-
prise bronze medal winner at
the Atlanta Olympics, ended the
quarter-final match in straight
sets by storming to a 7-1 deci-
sion in the tie-break.

Radulescu, ranked 83rd in
the world, had reached the thirc
round at Wimbledon and the fi-
nal of April's Gold Flake n
in India, his first career final as
a professional.

warter,

-~ 'In the other
final, fifth Msccci Sargis gargalan
of Armenia beat fourth-seeded

#L;’strallan Sandon Stolle 6-3,

The tournament's other
quarter-finals will match sec-
ond-seeded Australian Mark
Woodford against Brett Steven
of New Zealand, and South
Alfrican Grant Stafford. the
third seed. against American

David Wheaton.

G g A iy R

S o, g e
s o
; =

-
&

b

——
T

World: The Last Govemnor 4:00 national 7:30 Good Mor World Wrestling Federation
(Al programmes are in local BBC World News 4:30 World india 9:30 Katis & 10 Raw 10:30 The Asian Football
fime. There be changes in Living: 5:00 BBC World The Addams 10:30 The Show 11:30 india 12:00
Inpmymn:r News 5:30 This Week 6:00pm Si ‘Iizﬁrﬂﬂ Asia Inside Cricket 1st Session 12:30
oy BBC World Headlines 6:05 11:30 BBC "The F1 Powerboats World Champi-
Weekend World: Horizon 7:00 Dream Machine” 12:30 onships 1:00 Watersports World
BBC BBC World Headlines 7:05 Movie: Kavanagh Q C 2:3 2:00 US PGA Tour 1997 Mo-
' : Weekend World: Of A Batman 3:00 Denver The Last  torola Western Open Final Day
6:00 BBC World News 6:30 Pﬂmtuﬂwmm Dinosaur 4:00 Saber Rider 3:30 Inside Cricket 1st Session
World Living : Tomorrow's World 8:25 50 Years Of Indepen- Trey 10:30 Amped 11:00 Over 4:30 Jubliee Plus 5-:00 Britannia 4:00 Live Australia v E
7:00 BBC World Headines 7:05  dence 8:30 World Living : A 11 | "9'“;"’1?;‘ Marigoid Tea Time Cinema:  6:00 Formula One World
B8 Workl News 8.58 25, Vews 048 Weskes World: Toe [ Padio 30 Bbowrs S Cicie 8:30 The Kewn Jomgs 1100 Adi Show 7:3
Of independence 8:30 World  Govemor 9:55 50 Years Of In-  gounts arap Aot 100" Show 9:30 Star News 0:00  Same Day Delay Englsh Cricket
Focus: Panorama 9:00 BBC  dependence 10:00 BEC World e o0 Radic BPL Opgl  Nows Track 10:30 Manska's Ak ‘97 Benson & Hedges Cup Fi
rﬂﬂd News 9:30 Hard Talk News 1l:;ll World "'"Elc 9:00 The Ticket 930 Son Of 11:00 Arts Update 11:30 L A nal 3:00 Australia v England
et e K SR T A .
11:00 BBC World News  12:00mn BBC World News C'0%¢ Encounters 10:30 o0 400 0 e . STAR MOVIES
1120 World Focus : Panorama  12:30 Hard Tak 1:00 BBC 100N TV 11:00 V Spot 11:30  ~o il g™yt o 16 the |
12:00n00n BBC Worid News  World Headlines 1:30 Weekend  1o0% V 12:30 The Ticket 1:00  gouon” o ‘the Sen §8:30 21  7:30am Famiy : The Retum of
12:30 Hard Tak 1:00 BBC  World: Horizon 2:00 BBC Worlg 1290 V 2:00 Music Update  ,i0c o0 ' Tommy Tricker PG (Hindi Subti
World News 1:30 World Focus:  News 2:25 50 Years Of Inde. T e STV XS g ' (08 200 amby 0 19 (A
m'zzs m'ﬁ“m&m M’"!:;Ji:m%lm: 1% e - | STAR SPORTS Corrina 11'|1: uFm'm
: ears : - . :
rrﬂonca 2:30 World Living: 3:30 Wonld Focus: The Sci Files 6:00am US PGA Tour 1987 Stranded 15 Line) 3:30
omorrow's World 3 HL% 4:00 BBC Newsdesk 4:30 This Motorola Western Final Comedy aunted Hnr::;-
World Headlines 3:05 Weekend Week 5:00 BBC World Head- Day 7:30 Isle Of 5:30 moon 15 §:30 Action - Knock-

IAN WRIGHT

tir Entertainment Guide
12:00 Thriller: Fade to0 Black

uma/MAMD/Naat/ 8:20 CAR-

Visitors Book 9:10 Phool Khu-
shboo 9:25 DASTARKHWAN
Arwar Magsood 10:30 ENG.

war Magsood 10: :
LISH FILM : TARZAN 10:88
MILLI NAGHMA 11:00 KHAB-
RAIN 11:10 Meri Pasand 11:35
Janun 12:56 QURAN-E-
HAKEEM 1:02 BISMILLAM 1:15
Grind 2:08 Lazwal 'Ep-83

about 15 (English Subtitles) (Drama Serial) 2:56 HUSOOL-E-
7:30 Adveniure : Remo Williams  INSAAF & SPORTS COACHING
. Unarmed and Dangerous 15  3:20 TV ENCYCLOPAEDIA
9:30 Behind The Scenes : Yes  3:40 SPORTS TIME 4:05 Daas-
Boss 10:00 Thriller : fakar (Drama) 5:05 Medicine
Heat 15 (Moonstone Version) 5:25 Computers 6:20 AIOU

2:00 Fright . The Shout

4:00 Action : A

18 §:30 Family : Christmas Uss Na
Comes To Creek PG  TONIC
(Hindi Subtities)

l:fl Tilwat aur Tar-

OON 8:30 KHABRAIN 8:45

o)
S

and secretary general Golam Quddus
wrestler M A 'Tiger' Jalil on Thursda

The Batla Star 11

President of the Bangladesh Olympic Association Lt. Gen Mohammad Mahbubur Rahman
Chowdhury went to the bedside of the famous
y now under treatment at Rajarbagh Police Hospital.

Jalil has been suffering from heart ailments for sometime.

—tar photo

CATSKILL, New
York, July 11:
Mike Tyson and
former trainer Ke-
vin Rooney may

have their differe-

COURSES 7:00 ENGLISH
Tomorrow  7:30 Virsa Pakistan 7:56 Ghazal

8:45 Anita (Serial) 9:00 Break
for Headlines News 10:00
Khabarmama & Commercial
News 10:35 TBA 11:55 THE
FLASH POINT 1:08 Urdu Fea-
ture Film /KHAS KHABRAIN
CLOSE DOWN.

nces, but even Rooney believes
the boxer's indefinite ban from
hh; sport is a bit much, reports

"He had to be suspended. I
think a year was satisfactory. I
think a year is more than
:nm.;gfr." ney said Wednes-
day after the Nevada State Ath-
letic Commission revoked
Tyson's licence and fined him 3
million® dollars for biting
Evander Holyfleld's ears in a
June 28 title t.

Tyson can reapply for his li-
Ccence in a year, but it will be u
to the commission to decide 111?
he will fight -

Some residents in this small
town. where Tyson used to
train, criticised the decision.

"The only reason they did it
is because he's Mike Tyson and
they hate the fact that he came
from the streets,” said Linc
Harris, who, like Tyson, origi-
nally hails from Brooklyr. I
thlni they should have treated
him fairly like they would have
treated else.”

Tyson lived and trained here
in the '80s with Cus D'Amato.
who later adopted him. After
D'Amato’s death in 1985, Tyson
continued to work with Rooney
in Catskill until he fired the
trainer in 1988. |

neﬁfm&%ﬁdﬁ]\:ﬂﬁr}

punished, they tRink the
penalty is too harsh.
Rooney. who is suing n

for breach of contract. said the

Pcnalty leaves Tyson's career in
imbo and called it a "death sen-
tence.”

"That means that some one

could always say, "We deny vou
agaln" ... Now he's at the rr{:i"rcy
of the Nevada commission."”

Rooney doesn't believe the
commission even had the au-
thority to ban Tyson.

“You can be banned for sub-
stance abuse, medical reasons,
and that's about it." he said.

At a hair salon, one woman
who said Tyson "seems like a
nice guy" expressed hope he

MIKE TYSON

would get his licence back by
next year.

€re are tons of fighters
out there who do stupid things. I
don't think he shoul

the fate of Tyson, but of boxing
itself,

"Boxing isn't going to be any-
thing unless thngcl?u‘in t." he
said. "I think they should have

let bygones be h_ggants. sus-
pended him ... and give him a
chance.

be banned

for a 3¢ sald. | |
Hmwnﬂt only -

» lyst for Showtime on two

Some solace for Mike

"I don't think they should
take away a man's life and end
his career over it. It was a mis-
take."

Meanwhile, Tyson may get a
chance to talk about boxing
even before he tries to climb
back into the ring.

The former heavyweight
champ could eventually return
as an analyst for Showtime's
boxing broadcast team.

Jan Larkin, an executive
producer for Showtime boxing
programmes, said that reports
that the cable network was con-
sidering hiring Tyson to help
deliver the blow-by-blow of
matches were premature.

"l will not rule out anything,
nor will I endorse an at
this moment, until I know what
Mike is doing with his life,"
Larkin said.

Technically, Tyson is only
prevented from boxing in
Nevada. But other states are ex-
pected to honour the ban.

Showtime has not had any
contact with Tyson since the
fight, Larkin said. And the net-
work, realising credibility is an
issue, would not consider u
him as an analyst until he
shows he has gotten his life
back on track. .

"Mike has a lot of accoun
to do. a lot of healing to do. An
[ don't think that throwing him
in front of a camera would be
the best thin% right now,"
Larkin said. "... But at the t
time, it's something we would
do." T T

has

i i

ous occasions, the first time in
1990, just before he went to
prison for his rape conviction
and a second time in 1995,
Larkin said.

"He did an excellent job both
times,” Larkin said.

Larry's Garde

NEW YORK, July
11: With a three-
piece band provi-
ding the accomp-

animent, t:g-
time henvﬁwel t
champion Larry olmes
step out on a balcony of

Manhattan's 21 Club Wednes-
day and halted lunchtime traf-
fic by singing to the passing
pedestrians. reports AP.

His rap song had some un-
complimentary lines about
mnnﬁgeru and promoters, peo-
ple Holmes has tangled with
over a lifetime in the ring.

“l have no love for ers
and ters,” he said. "l love
me. Managers and promoters
don't like me. | do the best for

my fighter. My fighter happens
to be me."

Holmes was celebrating his
return to Madison Square Gar-
den, where he fights Maurice
Harris on July 29. In a co-fea-
ture of the card, unbeaten
Richie Melito fights journey-
man Bert Cooper.

The last time Holmes fought
in the Garden was 1979 against
Mike Weaver. Harris missed the
bout, but he had a good excuse
because he was only 4 years old.

Before Holmes started

he looked over at Har-
ris said.

"How old are you? Twenty-
one? Twenty-two. Last time |
looked, | had grandbabies 21,
22.!!

Not really. Holmes' two
grandchildren are still consid-
erably younger than that. He,

RLD OF SPORTS

however, is 47, a bit on the el-
derly side for a boxer, if not for
a balcony singer.

1l feel like 90, sometimes."
he said. "I'm 47, but a 21-year-
old can't keep up with me."

Harris will . His record is
a mediocre 9-8 and he tried
some tough talk on Holmes.

‘"He's had his time,” the young
man said.

“Now it's my time. | want to
get where he's been.”

Harris' claim to fame is a
victory over Jimmy Thunder.
Holmes seemed amused at that.
‘I'm not Jimmy Thunder,” he
sald. "I'm a long way from
Jimmy Thunder."

He did not say in which di-
rection,

The Harris fight is part of

Nunes on road‘
to Portugal

LISBON, July 11: Brazilian
international striker Paulo
Nunes looks set to join Benfica
from Brazil's Gremio in a deal
which should make him the
most expensive player in the
Portuguese league, reports
Reuter.

A Benfica spokesman said
today that the player was ex-
pected in Lisbon in the next few
days to undergo medical tests
and sign a four-year contract.

‘I can confirm the purchase
of Paulo Nunes." said -E;E Teix-
eira who declined to give any
financial details.

n reunion July 29

three-fight deal Holmes has
signed with Boxing Interna-
tional LLC, an agreement
Holmes hopes will lead to a
match with another boxing se-
nior citizen, George Foreman.
If not, he promises to go
away, a pledge he has made be-
fore, as recently as last year

when his family was pressuring
him to retire,

He did, until Janu when
he lost a 12-round split on
in Copenhagen. Denmark, to
Brian Nielsen in what was
billed as an International Box-
ing Organisation hea ight

title t. Holmes insisted he
won the fight.
‘I'm not going to stick

around too long,"” he said. "I'm
not going to overstay my wel-
come.”

When it came time to pose
for pictures, Holmes coaxed
Harris into a ritual he has par-
ticipated in for what seems for-
ever. "C'mon, don't be shy,” he
saild. Then he hammed it up,
mugging at Harris. jutting his
jaw the way Muhammad Ali
once did, luring Harris into a
fierce look that seemed out of
character for the man.

It's all part and parcel of a
typical boxing promotion.
Holmes has been around the
sport 27 years, long enough to
know the rules.

He explained the fight with
Harris in simple terms. "We
have to do this,” he said. “It's
our job. He takes my head off. |
take his off. And theh we go out
and have a beer.”
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