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A Maverick Talker

by Waheedul Haque

OME NEWSPAPERS HAVE CALLED
it a social movement
.in quest of after the
of ancient Greece. was that
!. way? R T Glover, the historian,
has brought that out y when
he wrote that in Periclean Greece the
citizens' popular pastime was to take a
stroll in the market places and join up
_any of the numerous groups crowding
all the public places. The groups
heatedly discussed the Latest Phideas or

or a trag Eurepedes or
- tus’'s science or Parmenides's
philosophy. Although Plato's routine
stroll with friends and disciples —
talking and s and
what not — frequently in the gardens of
Akademe, has been immortalised by the
coining of that internationally-used
word — academy — the Greek passion for
talking high things with friends in
throngs at public places far preceded
even his mentor, the most celebrated
and Socrates. It is
differed

in this that Greek cities of yore
from modern cities, says Glover.

What one boyish-looking avid stu-
dent of science has been trying to do
these past flve years is to talk science
with friends but in a more formal set-
ting and charging the listeners sums —
moderate though — per conversazione.
He started what he lovingly albeit
somewhat tritely calls dorshonir bini-
moye biggan-alochona way back in
1992, '

How is Asif doing now? How is his
discussion project faring? He is known
by that single name because be never
uses any other. May be he finds in this
an affinity with his idols Newton and
Kepler, Faraday and Einstein. In the
third year of his endeavour, 1995, he
held as many as 20 discussion meetings
participated by 167 listeners paying a
total of Taka 24,186. Most of these

meetings involved only one listener-
discussant, But that failed to daunt Asif
who went on to hold what he calls ‘open
discussions’ in hired auditoriums. To
date he has held 15 such lectures. Eight
of them were held in '95, 167 attended
and paid some 24 thousand taka. That
may not impress many. But in October
1996, 150 attended the last open dis-
cussion paying Tk 7500. That's for how
he and his mission is

What does Asif talk about? Some of
the subjects he dwelt on in the '95 stage
presentations were called the enigma of
time, the geological time scale, the
search for a second earth, the forces of
nature, the cosmic calendar of Carl
Sagan and the life and work of Isaac
Newton. What is his way of treating

these subjects in a W for m
unprepared laymen? Let us hﬁ%neu&
ample. The invitation card for the dis-
cussion on the Cosmic Calendar, held
on October 10, '95 and priced at Taka 50
contained the f text:

# What is the oldest event in the uni-
verse known to us? When did it happen?
What was the picture of the universe
then?

# How much of the events taking
place from then up to now have come to
human knowledge? How far the infor-
mation constituting that knowledge is
dependable, how much of the informa-
tion are so? What were the modes of
collecting these?

# Cannot a Cosmic Calendar span-
ning the universe's life be patterned
upon the yearly calendar of human ac-
tivities in order to better comprehend
the vastness of the universe, temporally
and spatially?

# At what points of the Cosmic Cal-
endar did the Mikyway Galaxy, the so-
lar system and the earth come into be-

came the trees and reptiles, birds and
amphibians and mammals? When did

'

ing? When did life start on earth? When |
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Surrender At Dhaka : Birth of a Nation

by Shahrukh Rahman and Waliur Rahman

TGEN J F RJACOB IS A COMMITTED

and valiant soldier who is proud of

his profession, and is well read
about the tradition of war. This books is
unique in the sense that we learn about
how the battle for Bangladesh was
planned, and worked out from the Allied
Army point of view. Unique also is the
absence of any emotionalism about the
struggle, which perhaps one would find
in a book written by a freedom fighter
trying to liberate his land from the
clutches of the occupation army. In his
preface to the book Jacob writes:

"The waging of war is a complex
business involving almost all sections of
the population. The conduct and
progress of military operations is far
from smooth and never wholly pre-
dictable. The successful planning and
conduct of operations depends on

imaginating planning, flexibility of ap-

proach, the capacity to react, and fore- -

sight so as not to be overtaken by
events. Moreover, military operations
require sound infrastructural and logis-
tics backing. Luck too plays an impor-

tant part.”
This is the gist of the history of all
battles and wars — including epic long

drawn out wars fought from the Head-
quarters at Fort Willlam where he began
his career, and it was destiny that he
retired from the very same Fort
William, in a different India, indepen-
dent, in 1917. And though the Army
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changed in character and purpose in
those 37 years, Jacob's early training
remained the dominant factor which
formed the successful general of 1971
— a training which made him familiar
with different terrain and climes from
swamps of Burma to the Arabian
deserts, and training courses in the UK
and USA.

The prelude to the war deals with

how the changing political fortunes
from the ancient day<= of ctvilisation up
to today. Planning and preparation, lo-
gistics with infrastructural support, and
luck, of course helped by taking all
plans and preparations into account, all
the actual determining factors which
lead to victory in battles. As we read on
we understand why Jacob could not be
pushed into hasty decisions
which could only end in disaster. The
brutal Pakistan crackdown on
the un-armed people of Bengal in re-
sponse to the legitimate demand of the
Bengalees under the leadership of

KA 2R Shtprise. Mt Yaplswera

tary brass in their short sightedness
never dreamt that the freedom hungry,
emotionally aroused alees would
resist. The military elite of Pakistan did
not read the history of Bengal: she
never accepted with equanimity any
foreign subjugation for long. In recent
history, the British had to shift their
capital from Calcutta to Delhi: They

could not tolerate the resistance
Every Bengalee home had a Khudiram,
a Pritilata Wadeddar.

His strategic virtuosity deserves our
praise. There have been some mushi-
ness in the of the High Com-
mand of the Joint Forces. In spite of the
rhetoric of diplomatic support of China
to Pakistan, China could not have come

meeting of Pakistan Envoys in Geneva,
where Khawaja Kaiser all but confirmed
China's position of military non-inter-
vention. Didn't Premier Chou En Lai say
the same thing to Zulfigar Ali Bhutto in
November when he was in Beijing?

In that respect General S A M
Maneckshaw's instruction to occupy
small towns and not the capital Dhaka
defies our imagination. And Seventh
fleet's positioning was also only a mili-
tary gimmick. Dr Kissinger knew it well,
though he did not admit then, that fall
of Dhaka was a matter of days and not
weeks. It would be foolhardy to militar-
ily intervene in the War, The NIXON tilt

to Pakistan notwithstanding. General

Jacok's tribute to our valiant Freedom
Fighters Mukti Bahini is indeed well
placed. "Due credit must also be given
to the Mukti Bahini. Their guerilla op-
erations isolate the Pakistanis, their
movement and hampered their move-
ment and were largely responsible for
lowering their morale. Their contribu-
tion to the victory of the joint India

Bangladesh Forces »w@& therefore,

enormous.”

Do you remember what Governor
Malik flashed to General Yahya on De-
cember 7? "For President of Pakistan.

Rebels continue cutting their rear
and losses in man and equipment very
heavy and cannot be replaced. The
fronts in Eastern and Western sectors
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Calendar. You are invited to partici-
pate.”

On 27 September Asif talked on the
subject, 'In search of a second earth'.
The invitation card noted some of the
questions to be treated in the lectures.
Besides there were figures a:
representing the Drake equation on the
possibility of extraterrestrial intelli-
gent life and the radio signals that are
being sent out in the direction of M-13
galaxy and the plate inscribed with the
images of man and woman that space-
ships Pioneer 10 and 11 carried into
outer space. Space does not permit giv-
ing the of this invitation.

fallen which will be a terrible blow to
the march of the pro-Pakistan ele-
ments” (Rebels in Dr Malik's view are
our brave Mukti Bahinis.)

John Kelly of UNHCR, and Gavin
Young of “The Observer” had to run over
the balustrade of the government
House. Governor Malik had no alterna-
tive but to ask for surrender at the fag
end of the allied attack on the gover-
nor's House. There was certain amount
of irony when Gen Rao Farman Ali, the
ideologue who master minded history’s
worst massacres in Dhaka, had to run
like a rat in front of John Kelly for —
shelter and no time was last to transmit
it to Paul Mark Henry — the UN man at
the Dhaka Headquarters. John Kelly
tells me now that the cowardice writ
large on the face of Forman Ali left no
doubt in him that surrender was at
hand. This is the same General who or-
dered the of all currency notes
in the Bank and who drew the blueprint
for murdering the intellectuals
who could give leadership to a free

His reference to Siddik Siddik Salik
and Robert Jackson appears rather
bizarre in the context of the story he is
writing. But he made up by his remarks
about Wing Com Khandakar — an ap-
preciation that Khandakar has retained
till today.

The Book is a first hand narration of

profiie -

The World of Da

by A S M Nurunnabi

APHNE DU MAURIER WAS BEST

known for her famous novel

Rebecca. A successful cross
between two genres — gothic romance
and murder mystery — the novel
exploits the norms of the one to
reinvigorate the conventions of the
other, breathing fresh life into a for-
mula apparently on the verge of extinc-
tion. Readers recognised the book's bor-
rowings from illustrious predecessors —

Great Expectations in the case of the

young beauty shaped By an older woman
to wreak havoc on the male sex and

Jane Eyre, a plain second wife whose
€ponymous predecessor represents ev-
erything which she is not. In contempo-
. rary terms the revival of interest in
popular fiction and female gothic
makes Rebecca significant in terms of
both class and gender politics. For the
Marxist reader, it appears to respect
6
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Marx's dictum that the British bour-
geoisie rule through a surrogate aristoc-
racy.

Daphne du Maurier was obsessed
with the past. She intensively re-
searched the lives of Francis and An-
thony Bacon, the Regency period and
19th-century France and England.
Above all, she was obsessed with her
own family history, which she croni-
cled in Gerald: A Portrait, the biogra-
phy of her father, the famous actor; The

du Mauriers, a study of her family with .

special focus upon her grandfather,
George du Maurier, the novelist and il-
lustrator for Punch, The Glass Blowers,
a novel based upon the lives of her du
Maurier ancestors; and G Pains,
an autobiography that ignores nearly
50 years of her life in favour of the joy-
ful and more romantic period of unin-
hibited youth. Du Maurier can best be

to the aid of Pakistan. The August 1971

understood in terms of her remarkabie
and paradoxical family, the ghosts
which haunted and shaped her life and
fiction. :

while her contemporaries were deal-
Ing critically in their fiction with such
subjects as the war, alienation, religion,
poverty, Marxism, psychology and art,
and experimenting with new tech-
niques, du Maurier committed herself
to writing "old fashioned" novels with
straightforward narratives that ap-
pealed to a conventional audience's love
of fantasy, adventures, sexuality and
mystery.

At an early age, she recognised that
her principal readership was composed
of women, and she cultivated their loyal
following through several decades by

embodying their desires and dreams in
her novels and short stories.

Although best remembered today for

have collapsed. Jessore has already

—

phne du Maurier

her novel Rebecca, which was made into
an Oscar- film by Alfred Hitch-
cock, and her short story The Birds,

also filmed by Hitchcock, du Maurier
wrote numerous best-selling novels. In
some of her novels, du Maurier be-
yond the techniques of formulaic ro-

mance to achieve a powerful psycholog-
ical realism reflecting her intense
feelings about her father and, to a lesser
degree, about her mother.

The vision that underlies The
Progress of Julius, Rebecca and The
Parasites is that of an author over-
whelmed by her obsession with her fa-
ther's authoritarian presence. In Re-
becca, du Maurier fuses psychological
realism with a sophisticated version of
the 'Cinderella’ story. The nameless
heroine of her novel has been saved
from a life of drudgery and marries a
handsome, wealthy aristocrat but un-

the experience of a General whose con-

like Cinderella's prince, Maxim de
Winter is old to be the narrator's
father. The narrator thus myst do battle
with the Other Woman — the dead Re-
becca and her witch-like surrogate, Mrs
Danvers to win the love of her husband
and father figure. The fantasy of this
novel is fulfilled when Maxim confesses
to the narrator that he never love Re-
becca — indeed, he hated her, a confes-
sion that allows the narrator to

triumphantly from the Oedipal trian-

gle.

The Freudian subtext of Rebecca is
embodied in a form that represents the
first major gothic romance in the 20th
century and the finest written
tumudny.ncbecmhlm and
fascinating study of an per-
sonality, of sexual dominance, of hu-
man fidentity, and of the liberation of

upon your cheek, it shall be my breath;
do not mourn me dead; think | am gone
and wait for thee, for we shall meet
WIili-

Pathos and Passion are the ingredi-
ents that make for good war history.
But this is an authentic addi-
tion to the corpus of literature on our
glorious war — our struggle for national
liberation — a thousand year old dream
come true — the dream dreamt by a
man who was born in on the
river Modhumati — Sheikh Mujibur

volving President Nixon, ° ~
, Gen Westmoreland and CIA
Chiefltlclnrdﬂdmmhhelddedﬂ!to
the unforgettable lores of our war —
Bengalee struggle for an independent
homeland. -

the hidden self. The real power of
novel derives from du Maurier's obses-
sion with her charismatic father and
her resolution of that obsession
through the fantasy structure of the
story.

to';'-yhe other short story Don't Look
Now is a modern



