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This weather thing is still unpredictable

a day or two. Local weather conditions
mined by factors mostly non-local. If all
ments and ts in world weather could be

taken into account, a state-of-the-art wea es-

tablishment could possibly forecast about the ele-

ments’ in points on the earth's

surface. t;ll'hat is not o}’orthm toonlnon. W’I;t as large e

then is the chance of our tuation im- .

proving with abeamlngnncrbmlgnlunpreddlm B tech G COWNE

over the process? Not much. For, about all the realm of monetary policy. In-

rivers in northern and eastern reaches of the terest rates do not seem to work
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Our swollen rivers and all their already flooded ﬂ...ﬂ;:‘.. e

catchment areas are possibly in for a big flooding | By thacnu:;
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this ‘the hmﬂn;hlm
¢ plane. This will come very soon. And the long
natimwﬂlbenhé%dghtmrthe‘ﬂs : time fo come. The surge in high-
t

This may not be so. as if it
is a certainty. What p tions do we need to
meet such a challenge? The standard answer is
food and clothes and medicine for the marooned
| and the shelterless. And, before that, wa-

ter. And before even that each community, however

A Page from the Past
Death of Cabinet Mission Plan

AULANA Abul Kalam
Azad, the Congress:
t. ruled out both
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struck. How have we prepared to fight this particu-
lar challenge?

People somehow survive the worst. But then
they fall to the diseases that come in the wake. Are
we fully prepared to stave off flood deaths due to
cholera and diarrhoea? Here also reac the dis-
tressed is the first point. Let us sort this out once
and for all. |

Tell-tale Signs

If there is will there is a way, this cliché of an
adage is slowly making its presence felt in the ac-
tivities of the law enforcing agency. And expectedly
so0. The arrest of Bikash, a notorious criminal, last
Wednesday tends to lend credence to this welcome

%1
B iﬁ,aﬁmﬁa‘l:ﬂi.im rovement.in.the plum-
:ﬁmm -palieefel%cieney- and should go
some way in restoring people's confidence in the
guardians of law.

For, police performance in the recent times and
not undeservingly, has come under fire as never
before. Instances like these are fine professional ri-
postes to criticism which should imbue all and
sundry of the profession with a sense of profes-

sional pride. :
The un efforts of the law enforcers involved

in the arrest of hardened and well-equipped crimi-

nals like Aslam, Bikash or for that matter in a dif-
ferent context though, the human concérn shown
by traffic police Uttam at Dhamrai the other day,
enunciate that sincerity do help a lot in overcoming
logistical inadequacy, a problem that our law en-
forcing agency is definitely plagued with.

Besides, the recent success stories of the police,
irrespective of the elements of personal ability and
commitment in them, do offer an appreciable
commentary on the sincerity and commitment of
the administration to fight crime. Although the sit-
uation is still far from being normal even for a de-
veloping third world country like ours, the newly
felt bite in police activity should hearten our Home
Minister whose much publicised crusade against
crime, it seems, has finally begun to show results.
WEB cc;r%lzﬁnd him on that.

u ting crime is not only the responsibili

of the law eni%rcing agency. Other mcmgrs of u—?é
society have to engage themselves in soul search-
Ing and discharging their duties to find out the
reasons behind the inr.:reasinlg proneness of the
youth section to criminality. It is about time we
asked ourselves the question why a talented sci-
ence student like Bikash, who had stood second in
the SSC examination had to slip into the dark
world of criminality.

WhythiéDe]ay?

We are outraged at the procrastination over the
trial of the murderers of Billal, a gas company em-
ployee whom terrorists had thrown down from the
sixth floor of the office building after beating him in
broad day light. Although it has been long time
since the accused have been chargesheeted, the
trial has not begun apparently due to the manipu-
lation of a powerful quarter. These people who
seem to hold considerable clout in the government
ranks are reportedly exercising their influence on
the relevant ministries to take the underpinnings
of the case.

The fact that these elements have friends or at
least sympathisers in the administration is quite
obvious, otherwise they would have not been able
to muster the courage of ind in dhamna to the |
ministries in the first place. s is nothing new
but then are not we struggling to wake up from the
nightmares of our histcégr? We believe the two
ministries would be guided by their ethical obliga-
tion sufficiently so that the cause of justice is not

defeated but we also feel that th should not be
allowed to the point where mani tive efforts can
even be attempted. People indu in this nefari-

ous practice should be put through the hoop to
future. It should be remembered that news of ma-
nipulation can only dent people's confidence in the
government commitment to the rule of law.

We cannot afford to forget that rule of law is ab-
solutely essential for democracy. And for that gov-
ernment has to make sure that seekers of justice
do not roam in the wilderness as relatives of Billal
are doing; and doing for quite some time now.

m ’IE: was, to use wmﬂ;
wrence, Secretary
State for India, a "new solution
of the communal blem". It
sought to allay fears of the
Muslim-majority area. The

as wan to ., at
the same time, could influence
the Centre on all issues that af-
fected India as a whole.

Stafford Cripps asked Azad
whether the Muslim-majority
provinces could sub-federate for
subjects other than those dele-
gated to the Centre. Azad's reply
was: H?gi.di. worth consider-

:. not give a categori-

reply at that time because
Sardar Patel, known: as the

strongman of Co 1otrad |
:mmﬁﬂ:dmﬂﬂm.hf
_meeting with' the Mission' that

comma and full-stop of
:hvf:cheme must be discussed
before anybody could say any-
on of Congress.
Patel had often suspected
eague ;
uring the Cripps Mission
in 1942, he was tormented by
the same thought. C P Ra-
maswami Alyyar, an eminent
South Indian, had told Viceroy
Linlithgow after meeting Patel
at that time that the latter "in-
terpreted the Cripps Mission as
an stunt by Nehru to
himself into the forefront so
at he could become the Prime
Minister of India."
The Congress Working
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Sir,
tionshi

and India is basically

tical haze
at the political rela-
between Bangladesh
pivoted
on communal fi is not true
today. aa{gércased ini t;ﬁhcnunglg
mentary , May 28), 0
a section of Ioca.rpuutical lead-
ership may be anti-In-
dia baiting in its political cam-

P

st the other major
=

eeling insecure about the
ssible stance of the 'big
rother' is based on the eco-
nomic and military t. To-
day's subjugation is based on
economic control, not physical
occupation, as in the ‘Empire’
days centuries :
the Haegrondhi admin-
istration is not strong, with
coalition of about a dozen par-
ties. This type is instability oc-
curs after a foundation is
uhake&'nm after 50 years [igcﬂ this
case, degeneration or eclipse
of the Congress). Cycles in poli-
tics is as natural as in the other
spheres, co :

This is the age or decade of
change, in all nations, coun-
tries, societies. The dynamic
ch ng scenario has to be
monitored carefully, arly,
at close intervals. The inputs
have to hlf:i uptnd%::. and the
outputs objective. The analyses
should not be confined to polit-
ical analysis as number one

riority. at is the role of
Of course, it is a
with global {holitica in back-
ground, but the visible effects
are first economic, in trade and
commerce, Indirect control is
the style of the decade.

The problem the citizens feel
is that the politicians have to
c and modernise the style
of tics, otherwise frustrated

ernal forces (not physical)
outside politics will try to cre-
atri'l cmmal : to the

tical leaderships to c e
tune of lc':at.'l;lnlg:I1l or mjslgﬁ
ing the public.

In the same issue of the DS,
on the same e, a visiti

Banﬁladelhl t abroad of-
fered a novel clarification

about the assassination of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman:

' Bangabandhu was not the tar-

“get, and B bandhu is alive,

President Sheikh Mujibur'

Rahman was the target. There is
some substance in the state-

: ‘on Apri} 16t
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and suspicions. Gandhi came to

Mission invited J

separate State-of Pak-
fstan embracing 'Sind, the
NWFP, Baluchistan, Punijab,
Assam and the Muslim-major-
ity districts of minus
Calcutta, with a ensive al-
llance between India and the
new State.
The other alternative
gguped together more or less
same areas but with a
firmer Centre. There was pro-
vision for a Central Govern-
ment, with an equal fumber of
Hindu and Mu Ministers,

to administer Defence,

Affairs and Communications.
After 15 years, either
could secede from the Upninn
the prin
India or

arty
tan or stay sepa-

self. As always, he wanted to see
:eha;h .hu hand % :
mum of the Sikhs, mdm-
ing to the Mission's own
records, “don’t know what they
want but are worried and
alarmed.” One leader, Giani
Kartar Singh, felt that the
Sikhs unsafe whether

they were in Pakistan or in a
Master Tara

united India.

- Singh favoured a Sikh State, or

an autonomous which
Sardar Baldev Singh said
should include the Am . Jul-
lundur and Lahore Divisions of
Punjab.

e Mission's first scheme
was formation of an interim
government which would set up
an all-India commission, draw-
ing members from the Centre
and the Provincial Assemblies:
first, to work constitutional
guarantees for minorities and

dia should be one or two units.
Jinnah and Nehru were con-
sulted in that order. Both re-
jected the scheme which was
then not made public. The Mis-
sion picked up the thread with

cerely believed that partition
would divide and harm the
Muslims more than the Hindus.
The schemes — known as the
Cabinet Mission Plan — was
I:;:muhluhed on May 16 and it did
r the wis of Gandhi

and Azad and kept India one,
But it tried to Jinnah as

well by giving
”‘ﬁ'm a three-tier structure.

try. including the Princely
States, to deal with the three
subjects of Foreign Affairs, De-
fence and Communications.
The middle tier was that of
R{rnvincea grouped as : (i)

adras (now Tamil Nadu),
Bombay (now split into Maha-
rashtra and Gujarat), Bihar, the
Central Province (now Madhya
Ead:shjd and Orissa. This was

¢ Hindu-majority . (ii)
Punjab, the nrth«deu grn -
tier Province and Sind. This
was the Western Muslim-ma-

ority group, and (iii) :
'Lauam%m%dﬂum us-

lim-majority group. Each of
these groups was to be au-

ment about two different mis-
sions of one Kemn‘ So it may
be useful for Awami League, and
the political parties, to clarify
the political stand on this sen-
sitive issue.

Bangabandhu should be
above politics and political par-
ties, hence one single party
cannot own him — he belongs
to the and to the nation.

We and advertise a lot
about atmospheric and envi-
ronmental and physical pollu-
tion. Let the nagon talk freely
for sometime on political haze,
llution. The

. National Hockey
Stadium

Sir, We thank the authority
concerned for namln%o?nhm-
mondi Mahila Sports plex
after the name of Sultana Ka-
mal as "Dhanmondi Sultana
Kamal Mahila Sports Com-
plex.” It may be recalled here
that Sultana was a inlden rl
of our country in track and field
events and married to Sheikh
Kamal. But she died a prema-
.turedufdegttil‘i on themtl;nﬁrriﬂt;:
night of 15th August, )
since a sports complex has been

named after her name we are
proud of remembering and re-

:j:acunghtraaaupunupenm-

ity.
gut unfortunately

noth
like this pened to the fate
Sheikh Kn:h‘tll:al though he did a

lot for development and promo-
tion of sports and games of our
country his short-lived
life. We all know about the pio-
n role of Sheikh Kamal
in establi Abahani Krira
Ehakra.p?ut “l an E&ntﬁlm
ockey player | wo e re-
call here h{: outstanding con-
tribution to the development of
in our country.
One day, most probably in
1974 we, the

e Sl
raised a demand to Ka-

mal to arrange a permanent

* sides of ruilwn‘?

Sl

hockey field at outer stadium.
He went to the Chairman of Na-
tional Sports Council (NSC) and
requested him to allocate a field
at outer stadium exclusively for
hockct;. General Ershad was
then the chairman of NSC. He
immediately allocated a field
for hockey and as a result a
hockey field of our own was
created at north-eastern corner
of u];l.lter sladld um]

ut we y regret to say
that we haﬂmr evaluated
the valuable contribution of
Sheikh Kamal. But it is now
high time to recognise his con-
tributions.

In the light of the above fact
we 8 t to name our astro-
turf national hockey stadium
after Sheikh Kamal.

Abdul Majed
13, Rajani Bose Lane, Dhaka

Grow more trees

Sir, While we have been
making a huge hue and cry for
?'caru against deforestation,
ndiscriminate felling of large
number of trees and pollution

roblem. These days we feel

:gl:lay and thrilled to see hun-
d of young people planting
trees.

This is neither an outcome
of a day or two nor it is a singu-
lar achievement of any indi-
vidual or any political party.
Rather this is the result of a

t mass a , will, de-
rmination and endeavour of
every citizen of the country to
revitalise and restore our
motherland with evergreen
trees. Our heartfelt congratula-
tions to those.
Bangladesh is one of the
rest countries in the world,
ut fortunately our country is
the most fertile land in the
world. Everything grows in our
small but panoramic
Bangladesh. The more we
plough our land the more we
grow food and the more we be-
come happy and prosperous and
live in peace.

We would request our au-
thorities concerned that side
33' wt;lfthroadu and hlu:lhgg o

es we
may also plant trees on rl:oth
tracks, em-
bankments and river banks.
This would not only protect us

from floods, tidal surges, river
erosions, disruption of road
and railway communications
and pollution in the air but
would also make Bangladesh
more beautiful.

The more we grow trees the
more we overcome our difficul-
ties.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Streetl
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Information cell

Sir, It is heart to learn
that the government is con-
templating to form a "central
information cell.” This was re-
cently disclosed by the State
Abw Sayerd ai & gathering of the

at a
Information Ofﬁzerl working
in different ministries and de-
partments.

It may be mentioned here
that a few days back, thrr:;Fh
these columns | had suggested to
set up an information cell. So |
sincerely welcome the declara-
tion of formation of a central
information cell and | believe
that this cell will establish a
transparent information flow
system in the country and will
strengthen communication
between the government and
the members of the public.

M Zahidul Haque

BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

Passports

Sir, The other day | had an
occasion to go the Passport Of-
fice, Dhaka to get a passport
book as the pages of the existing
one have been utilised. I had to
go through a ty hassle (I
will discuss it later on an ap-
propriate occasion) before re-
ceiving my booklet. After re-

celving the booklet I had a
weird feeling.

Right from our days in
1972 there used to be quite a few
caligraphists on the pay-roll of
the Directorate of | tion
& Passport, Govt of adesh
whose duties were to wri

ports neatly, correctly without
any mistake. In countries out-
side our own, is used
for identification of its holder

"the Muslim

new Constitution,
province, if its legislature so

decided, could come out of any

group in which it had been
placed. This option turned out
to be the Achilles' heel of the
plan. Finally, the bottom tier
was that of provinces and
Princely States in whom would
The'Mission rejected "parti-

tion of Punjab and " on
the that Itwmld be
"con to the wishes of a

m'fl Efr two i I.nt.i
that it "would olrlwm necessity di-
vide the Sikhs." Str . a
few months later, Lord t-
batten repudiated the.-thesis -
Ll Tigeing i
on June 6 the

since "the

of the six Muslim €s
was considered "the and

the foundation of Pakistan.”
Khuntud.ldlnnah*l vate sec-
retary, told me subsequently
that Jinnah

e e sy e
he silenced his critics in the
League by sa : "The die has
been cast.”" Congress accepted
the plan on June 25, interpret-
ing the fouping of provinces to
mean that they "shall make
their chuah:uc:w whether or not ;;1&
belong to section in whic

are placed.”

Lh%lh very reservation on the
part of Cunnrm sounded the

‘and hence is considered to be a
very important document from
that point of view. What could
be the image of that authority
which issues a clumsy,

written passport and also of the
holders of such passports?

My Bangladesh Interna-
tlonnia;rﬁu rt was written so
badly hand-wri was
no better than that of Ht:.]l.gldﬂll
of Class IIl. With take-it-or-
leave-it attitude of the officers, I
could not even | a protest.
What a pity! Out of about thou-
sand of the Regional
Office, there is not a Nﬁc
caligraphist or a person who
can write a legible hand. It
is food for thought of the Home
Ministry.

Abu M Fais

E‘Hakad %05

Dhaka City
Corporation

Sir, It is h
from the press

to lean
by th 5 d : the
e government du
last week of April '97, that it
took the fi decision in a
mee of the executive offi-
cials

ts and
Dhaka City tion:

1) To clean the city of the
ﬁ_;rbage and other refuse from
by 15th May.

movi water-loggi
from the city. i "

It has also been decided to
raise the level of Shan
main road. | am, a h
engineer, and of the opinion
that such action may i
road traffic, but sure{y. ?‘l-
vate the flood problem of t

| : m
ter- s a recent
due to obstruction of the dra-
inage channels which should be
mnmmved instead of raising road

1.

The following, a few sugges-
tions, are also made for favour

any

abled
mothers with new-born baby,
victims of unsocial activities of
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ly. hinting that beth

of and the

e 4k
could be changed.

Azad differed with Nehru's

interpretation. He said : "It was

When the matter was re-
ferred to the Mission's mem-
bers, Lawrence said that the

could not go outside the
erms in the Constituent As-

sembly. The British -
muu-ttmhmmmﬁ to advise on the

interpretation that a
need not join a

the

But did not

to it, Jinnah reacted

s ly and blamed Nehru for

udiating the grou of
pmrgvlncu and thcﬁnlted -

tre which were the very "basic
form" on which the scheme
rested. He made the All-India
Council of the Muslim
reverse (on July 27) its
resolution tt:’plm
And he hi accu the
Congr:uul:;f wf:‘j th"mlnd o
. -
%ﬂg and haggling attitude”,
s pronounced not
death of Cabinet Mission plan
but also of a united ;

public tﬂllctl npen.lﬂ use the
park areas, garbage Jllw
paths along the main

such as, west of the Kawran
Bazar mosque, south of Outer
Stadium and east of Gulistan
bﬂdlmu{ hall. So num-

b) Old, destitutes and dis-
persons and teenage
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