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Make youths aware of |55 Opposition MPs

reproductive health: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said the govern-
ment's top priority is to trans
form the huge population into
human resources for attaining
economic emancipation of the

le, reports UNB,

i e ha'f:_- taken a number of
programmes in all development
areas during the last one year,”
she said and called upon all in-
cluding political parties and
professional groups to work for
ensuring g health for all.

Addressing a function at
Osmani Memeorial Hall yester-
day on the occasion of the
World Population Day, the
Prime Minister urged the rele-
vant quarters to make the

uths aware of their reproduc-
tive health.

She stressed the need for in-
troducing intensive information
dispensing campaigns and
counselling programmes on re-
productive health.

Health and Family Welfare
Ministry organised the function.
This year's theme of day is:
Adolescent Reproductive Heal-
th.

Health Minister Salah Ud-
din Yusuf, State Minister for
Health Dr M Amanullah,
UNFPA resident representative
Alian P Mouchiroud and Health
Secretary Mohammad Ali also

Alleged child
lifter beaten
up in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, July 10: A
suspected child-lifter was
beaten up by a group of young-
sters near Mithanala Bazar in
Mirersarai thana today, reports
UNB.

Police said members of a lo-
cal club confined Bibhuti Sha-
ha, 27, at their club premise
suspecting him as a child-lifter
and beat him up severely.

Being informed by the local
people, police rushed to the spot
and rescued Bibhuti. He was
admitted to Mirersarai Thana
Health Complex under police
custody.

Missing school
e o E =w | re g by
student found
A Class Four student of the
Dhanmondi Government High
School was recovered from a
social welfare shelter centre at
Mirpur in the city yesterday,
reports UNB.
Saikat Mahmud Jisan, son
of Noor Hossain of 51 Mon-
eswar Road in Dhanmondi, had

been missing since Monday
morning.

spoke at the function

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh has to accept the
new global concept of adoles-
cent reproductive health for its
oW interest.

She said, "We will, if neces-
sary, discuss and resolve the
matter at the National Popula-
tion Couneil, the highest popu-
lation policy formulating body
of the country.”

Mentioning that the contra-
ceptive prevalence rate has in-
creased steadily and signifi-
cantly in the country, which is
nearly 50 per cent now, she
said, "however, we have fallen
behind in achieving the mother-
child health care targets.”

The Prime Minister said the
question of taking care of re-
productive health along with
others is of utmost importance,
especially in a country like
Bangladesh where 49 per cent
of married girls belong to the
age group under 19,

most one-fifth of the cur-
rent world population are tee-
nagﬁsd‘ Their number in Bangla-
desh is enormous — nearly 27
million, of which 48 per cent
are girls.

asina said many teenaged
mothers and their babies in
this country die prematurely at
the time of child birth due to
high risk pregnancy.

She said high risk pregnan-
cies and maternal and infant
mortality rate will decrease. if
full awareness can be created
on reproductive health among
the adolescents and health care
services provided to them. "At
the same time, this will prevent
occurrence of STD among the
adolescents.”

Heatwave claims

34 more lives
in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, July 10: Thir-
Hlfuur more people have died in
e heatwave grlﬂiaping Pakistan,
raising the total death toll to
more than 100, reports and
hospital sources said today, re-
ports AFP.

Twentyfive people died
\';;ednﬂsday from heat strokes in
the Neorth. West  Frontier
Province, TB of the:g Pn tge
town of Noweshera, four in the
provincial capital, Peshawar,
and three in Dera Ismail Khan,
local hospital sources said.

Another nine people died in
central Punjab province, the
Jang daily reported.

Maximum temperatures
during the heatwave of the t
few weeks have reached to
46 degrees celsius (104 to 115
fahrenheit).

JS session

From page
on June 10. :

Zillur Rahman said yester-
day Awami League's policies as
ruling party and peoples' aspi-
rations were reflected in this
year's (1997-98) budget. He
noted that though the last bud-
get (1996-97) was also passed af-
ter AL had come to power, it was
a ‘continuation’' of the previous
government's policies,

He congratulated the Oppo-
sition lawmakers for partici-
pating in budget discussions
and proposing many amend-

ments. The finance minister
had accepted some of those
amendments considering their
merits, he added.

Zillur Rahman said the
Treasury Bench got 24 hours 49
minutes and the Opposition
Bench got 29 hours 55 minutes
for discussions on the budget.

He urged all parties having
representation in the parlia-
ment to work in unison for the
peoples’ well-being.

ur Rahman, also the Min-
ister for LGRD and Coopera-
tives, listed a number of areas
the present Fuvernment at-
tached special importance as
per its policy decisions. The ar-
eas are, projecting true history
of Liberation War, upholding
the spirit of independence, con-
sensus in running the state af-
fairs forming committees in
each ministries to prioritise
problems to be addressed fast,
strengthening a relationship
with neighbours, drawing for-
eign investment and establish-
ing four-tier local government.

He praised the role played by
the Opposition, except occa-
sional walkouts. Staging walk-
outs without reason and show-
ing impatience can't be sup-
ported, he said.

The Deputy Leader of the
House congratulated all MPs for

endorsing unanimously the
resolution condemning Zionist
blaﬂ:henmua acts.

e also praised highly a 'very
wonderful speech g}r the

Etput}r Leader of the Opposi-
on.

Earlier, Badruddoza Chowd-
hury said the Opposition law-
makers participated in the bud-
get discussion and made some
suggestions not to demean any-
one but to help passage of a

prorogued :

ood budget. He addéd that
ere shm.Ed not be any misun-
derstanding over it.

He noted that making laws,
passing budget and discussi
issues of national interest an
international issues of national
coricern as most important
businesses of the parliament.
He said more time should be
p:'uvidnig:‘llfnr S?iscusslun before a
piece o ation is passed
the Hnusee,giﬁc also Préaa l?]y
troducing a system in future so
that lawmakers got more oppor-
tunities to raise various issues
of national interest.

Terming walkout a common
parliamentary practice,
Badruddoza Chowdhury said.
the House should take cog-
nizance of every walkout s
by the Opposition. In parlia-
mentary democracy, majority
runs a country, but not without
the consent of the Oppusition.

The Deputy Leader of the Op-

osition said if the Treasury

ench lose patience, a parlia-
menta democracy cannot
function and that's why the
%ﬂvernmcnt should help the

pposition to play its due role
in the House.

Referring to 'unparliamen-
tary words' used by a state
minister on the previous day,
Chowdhury said. once some one
becomes a minister, he no
longer belongs to a particular
party. Rather he/she omes a
representative of the people.
That's why ministers should set
examples of restraint, he noted.

He claimed that in the par-
liament, the Opposition showed
higher degree of accountability
than the party in power and
said the government should be
ever-ready to follow the practice
of accountability.

Badruddoza Chowdhury
I)rupua-ed giving bonus equiva-

ent to one month’s salary to all
officers and employees of the
Jatiya Sangsad Secretariat for
their service. Later, on behalf of
the Leader of the House, Zillur
Rahman also recommended the
same,

Both Zillur Rahman and
Badruddoza Chowdhury than-
ked the Speaker, Deputy Spea-
ker, members of the panel of
Chairman, Leader of the House,
Leader of the Opposition, Chief
Whips, Wh:ra and MPs for their
role in the House.
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.Islam tried to tel

condemn filing

of case against
Alamgir Kabir

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 55 Op tion MPs,
including the Chief Whip of the
Opposition in a joint statemnent
yesterday condemned the filing
of a case against BNP lawmaker
Alamgir Kabir by the Deputy
Commissioner of Na :

They also blamed the gov-
ernment for allegedly provoking
the DC to file the case against
Kabir and some local busi-
nessmen. The DC had filed the
case against Kabir after his al-
legation that the DC had taken
bribes and was involved in
other corrupt practices.

"This case proves the gov-
ermment’'s patronage of a sec-
tion of bureaucrats using the
administration to exploit the

ple and encourage corrup-
tion,” said the Opposition MPs.

Clat that Alamgir Kabir
had always played a very
courageous role in the fight
against corruption in the ad-
ministration, they demanded
immediate withdrawal of the
false case against him.

Govt filing false
cases to destroy
BNP: Mannan

BNP leader Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan yesterday accused the
government of making the life
of the people and their elected
representatives insecure and
resorting to I}:.'u:)llth:':al persecu-
tion, reports UNB.

He also alleged that the rul-
ing party was backing terror-
ism and filing false cases
against his party members with
an ill motive to destroy BNP.

The BNP secretary general
was speaking at a meeting of the

arty MPs at the office of the
E)cg:ﬁadcr of the Opposition
in d Bhaban.

“The country is put under a
one-party rule. The ruling
clique has banished justice,
good governance and trans-
parency.” he said.

Bhuiyan said even the
elected representatives of the
people belonging to BNP are fac-
lrg harassment and their lives
are also threatened.

Referring to the parliamen-
tary standing committees, he
said the government did not
constitute these important
committees with a motive to
make the parliament inopera-

u"ﬁfar]ier. Mannan Bhuivan
hosted a lunch in honour of the
party MPs at the Sangsad cafe-
teria.

Anwar Zahid Khaleda’s
information advisor

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has appointed An-
war Zahid as Ch 's In-
formation Advisor with imme-
diate effect, said a press release
yesterday, reports UNB.

JS snippets

i From page 1

session of the Jatiya Sangsad
just before its prorogation yes-
terday.

"‘I've many students now
living at home and abroad and
all of them recognise me as a
good teacher”, a smiling profes-
sor of medicine replied to the
Chair.

"You're certainly a good
teacher but you're very tight in
allocating marks", retorted the
Speaker.

At this stage of exchange of
humorous remarks enjoyed by
all members the session was
co to a close. B Chowdhury
gave the Speaker "hundred per
cent” marks for his "good per-
formance” in the House during

the month-long stormy budget
session.

The Speaker then thanked
the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition for his assessment.

Continuing his winding u
speech, Badruddoza Choud-
hury criticised the Treasury
Bench for not being "accommo-
dating" of the Opposition's
protests which, he admitted,
sometimes caused noise and
disturbance in the House.

The Opposition BNP law-
makers burst into laughter and
cheered their leader when
Choudhury in his usual sarcas-
tic expression told the Chair,
"Disorder resulting from the
Opposition protests in the
House is a common phe-
nomenon in the parliamentary
system across‘the world. You're
there to bring back order and
check disturbances of all sorts."

Humayun Rashid Choud-
hury aﬁread with him smilingly
and nodding his head.

* ok &

While asking a supplemen-
tary question, ruling party MP
Syed Ashraful Islam told the
Speaker, "I've run out of my
breath after shouting so many
times to get the floor. Please,
hear me carefully.”

Instead of as a question,
Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Razzak
that measures to control flood
in the country would never suc-
ceed nor was there any such
success story across the globe.

Taking the floor promptly, a
smiling Water Resources Rlirus—
ter responded to the ruling
party . "He has made an ex-
cellent observation without
making any query."

Katusmi Terada, president of transport machinery maker
Rhyme Co., flies a prototype of his own designed small
helicopter BHD-4 (Boys Dream Helicopter) during a test
flight recently in Matsumoto, central Japan. The 40kg

single-seater helicopter, capable of s

peeding 60 miles per

hour and rising up to 12,000 feet, will be demonstrated in
an air show in Oshkosh, USA, from 30 July and will be on

sale for 20,000 US dollar from 1998.

— AFP/UNB photo
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ASEAN postpones
Cambodia’s

membership

KUALA LUMPUR, July 10:
The Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) an-
nounced today it had postponed
Cambodia's membership but
would admit Myanmar and
Laos later this month, reports
Reuter.

In a joint statement after an
emergency meeting on the
Cambodian crisis. EAN also
said it still recognised Prince
Norodom Ranariddh as co-

remier of Cambodia despite

is ouster by rival second prime
minister Hun Sen after weekend
fighting between their forces.

"ASEAN will continue to re-
gard Ranariddh as co-premier
of Cambodia.” Malaysian For-
eign Minister Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi told reporters after the
meeting. In Phnom Penh, Hun
Sen told reporters before the

decision to delay membership
was announced that Cambodi-
a’'s troubles were "our internal
business”.

Housewife
hacked to
death

GAZIPUR, July 10: A you
housewife was hacked to dea
and her husband critically in-

jured by unknown assailants at
Deshipara village in Sadar
thana on Wednesday night, re-
ports UNB.

Villagers said on hearing
hue and cry they rushed to the
house of Shafiuddin and found
his wife Mozirun Nesa, 35, dead
in her bedroom and Shafiuddin
injured at th=ir courtyard at
about 11 pm.

- Police recovered the body to-

y.
The cause behind the killing
could not be known. Villagers
suspected land dispute might be
the cause behind the killing of
Mozirun Nesa who had 11 acres
of ancestral land at the same
village.

PM leaves for
Germany
tomorrow

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves Dhaka tomorrow
for Hamburg to attend an Inter-
national conferegce on adult
education, re s UNB.

Hasina | deliver the kc]v
note address at the UNESCO
sponsored conference that be-

ns in the German city tomor-
row.

German President Roman
Herzog will inaugurate the five-
day assembly ol eminent edu-
cationists that will focus on the
present global primary and
mass education scenario.

During her stay in Hamburg.
the Bangladesh me Minister
will call on the German Presi-
dent. She will also meet with
the speaker of the parliament of
the west E country.

The Hamburg Mayor will
host a reception in honour of
the a Prime Minister.

Hasina will Seize the oppor-
tunity to explain investment
scope in B desh to the rep-
resentatives of the German in-
dustrialists and businessmen.

On July 15, she is scheduled
to fly from Hamburg to the
United States to see her daugh-
ter living there.

President hosts
dinner for

Ministers, MPs

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed hosted a dinner for the
ministers and members of Par-
liament at Bangabhaban last
night, reports UNB,

Prime Minister and Leader
of the House Sheikh Hasina and
Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury attended the din-
ner.

Among others, state minis-
ters, dclt:_»uty ministers, deputy
leader of the nﬁlposltiun in Par-
liament and chief whip of the
Opposition were present.

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med welcomed the guests and
fl:::c:hang:d pleasantries with

em.

Rivers in West
B ]. i &
alarmingly

CALCUTTA, July 10: With
most of the West rivers
rising alanninglg due to inces-
sant rains in the catchement
areas in the last few days, the
state government will seek cen-
tral grants of 600 crore rupees
for flood control measures, re-
ports PTI.

State Irrigation Minister,
Debabrate Bando yay, told
newsmen today that he would
meet Prime Minister IK Gujral,
and Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission. Madhu
Dandavate, to discuss in this
regard soon.

He said according to reports
received here, Iﬂtingnf most of
the rivers, particularly in
Coochbehar, Midnapore, Mur-
shidabad districts, were on the
rise.

The Sankosh at Joraguli was
ﬂmmuul below the d
level the Raidak was on ﬂ::
rise at Jaidevpur.

However, the state govern-
ment has undertaken several
repair work on the embank-
ments al various points iIn
those districts.

Chandpur irrigation
project threatened
by river erosion

CHANDPUR, July 10: The Tk
100 crore Chandpur irrigation
roject is threatened by the con-
inuous erosion of the river
Mc%hna near Hailmchar bazar
of Chandpur district, reports

H::i

ccording to Bangladesh
Water Development Board
sources, the embankment of
Chandpur lIrrigation Project
near Haimchar bazar Is now
only 40 metres away from the
river Meghna as erosion con-
tinues, leaving about two hun-
dred families homeless.

If the erosion continues fur-
ther, the emmbankment will be
eroded, flooding the entire pro-
ject area of 220 miles,
sources said, adding that cro
of about 75 hectares will also

Chandpur Water Develop-
ment Board officials said a
protection embankment alon
the bank of river Meghna a
Haimchar bazar had already
been eroded.

Hartal
From page 1

institutions were closed. Earlier
on Tuesday, students and local
p::glc put up barricade on the
r in protest of the incident.
A meeting in the thana
headquarters today demanded
arrest and trial of the culprits.
The SP of the district told
UNB that Faisal was abscond-

ing.
Ershad

From page 1
countries.

The additional secreta
general of the party tnnﬂnm?l’
the news of Ershad going
abroad but could not say how
many weeks Ershad would be
staying abroad.

eanwhile, the JP presid-
ium had decided that Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, a senior

presidium member, would be
the acting chairman during the
absence of Ershad.

~ Gulshan Lake to be filled up

From page 1

coinplete the project jointly with
a local group, backed by those
well-known for their current
defaulting status with different
banks. Rajuk officials said In-
duz violated the contract with it
by incorporating the local firm.
But the Rajuk Chairman ex-

ressed his ignorance about the
ocal partners of the Induz.

Rajuk approved the layout
l::lan of the project in which at
east six multi-storied build-
ings. a five-star hotel and a
hospital would be build. The
high-rise structures would cater
for commercial and residential
purposes.

In addition, the complex
would consist of health clubs,
boat clubs, floating restaurants
and country club.

hcmrding to Rajuk sources,
the planned area covers the
lake from Gulshan, Baridhara,

 Banani, Mahakhali and Badda.

Town planners and residents
of the area expressed their sur-
prise at the project and said it
violates the building code of
residential areas.

"In residential areas you are
not allowed to construct beyond
six stories, how is it possible to
get such a project approved?”
asked a town planner, who also
feared rapid environmental
degradation due to such mas-
sive construction. Residents al-
leged there was no consultation
meeting with them prior to the
approval of the project.

Prof Nazrul Islam of the De-
Eartmcnt of Geography and

nvironment of Dhaka Univer-
sity and Director Centre for Ur-
ban Studies, also expressed his
surprise at the way such a huge
prn_!{:vct was ap ;
e spent 17 crore and

five long years to set the Master
Plan of the city, from where
such a project comes into the
Master Plan?" he asked. "The

project is not in conformity with
the Master Plan."

"Before taking u;?1 such a
project they should have held
public consultations and sorted
out problems related to ameni-
ties,” Nazrul Islam said.

The project plan was initi-
ated in 1994, when the plan-
ners earmarked 150 acres of
land for it. But it was later re-
vised at 220 acres. Rajuk and
Indus Valley signed the contract
in December 1996.

Irregularities in approving
the project has also been
emerging. Two top Rajuk offi-
cials, former Deputy Director
(Land) Lutfar Rahman and Di-
rector (Estate) Abdur Rahman
Bhuiyan currently on Leave
Preparatory to Retirement, have
already joined Induz Valley as
executives recently. It is widely
believed that the two got the
scheme processed and ap-
proved at a surprisingly fast
Eﬂ as a ‘retiremnent gift' from

juk.

Moreover, an official source
disclosed that Indus Valley pro-
vided the Rajuk Chairman,
Humayun Khadem, and his
family, a trip to Singapore for
treatment at the prestigious
Mount Elizabeth Hospital ‘as a
friendly gesture'.

Humayun Khadem, however,
categorically denied the allega-
tion and said, "it is totally base-
less.”

About the 'retirement gift' by
Rajuk to its former officials, the
Chairman said, “it is not my re-
sponsibility to see who does

at after retirement.”

Despite repeated attempts
none of the top officials of the
Induz Valley could be reached.
Nor was it possible to obtain the
ttl:ﬂhnnc number of Salem
Ibrahim, the owner of the com-
pany and others who were said
to be in Si .

One Mr who answered

the telephone at its local office
said Salem Ibrahim was out of
the country while both Bhuiyan
and Rahman were out of office
on 'business’.

The Chairman of Rajuk said
it was in 1991-1992 that he
first got in touch with Induz
Valley as a prospective foreign
investor. "Later, Selim Ibrahim
of the company held mtcti::ﬁs
with me. We also consulted the
Department of Environment
and other government depart-
ments before approving the pro-

ject," Khadem said.

"It would not be used for
commercial purpose. Nor the
lake would disappear. We are
neither selling the land nor
leasing it out. It would add to
thcdcnw:unnmnt of the area”, he
said.

The Chairman defended the
project plans and said employ-
ment opportunities for 5,000
people would be created after it
was completed. "Seventy per
cent of the whole project would
contain water bodies and at
Banani a theme park would be
built," he said.

When asked why the 75-year
BOT scheme was given out for
a mere Tk 40,000 per acre, he
replied, "you can buy the lake
for Tk 1 per acre. You see the
slums which exist in the area
and the numerous sewerage
lines coming into the lake, do
you have any other option?"

When asked how they could
evict the slum dwellers when all
government efforts failed in the
past, Khadem replied, "Induz
will compensate them.”

Department of Environment
sources confirmed that Rajuk
never sought any approval from
them about the project. "It is
never a Rajuk practice to seek
our approval prior to any devel-

ggncnt project.” said a top DOE
cial.

From page |
were moving towards safer
places on the hills. About 50

mﬁg boats were seen

t s the town lech:tngmtt):‘dtfll-g

porary shelter.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Chitt says, low-ly-
ing areas at Sitakundu, Mir-
ersarai, Raozan, Fatikchhari
and Rangunia were inundated
following flash flood caused by
continuous downpour.

- Besides, normal life was dis-
rupted in the port city due to the
rainfall while most of people
were forced to stay indoors and
traffic became thin on the roads

and streets.

In Chittagong Port, cargo
handling works were affected
due to rainfall.

According to reports re-
ceived from arban, about
80,000 were affected by
the caused by rainfall and

hill water. Of them, 45,000 peo-
ple have been marooned and

over two thousand le took
shelter in school at 11
places under seven thanas. re-
ports said.

When contacted over tele-
hone, the staff of DC's bunga-
ow informed that the road
communication between Chit-
tagong-Bandarban remained
snapped as the road went under
waler.

Sources in Bandarban said
Barisal Para, Army Para,
Lama, Ruma, Naikkongchhari
were the worst affected areas.

Administration sources said
Sanghu, Matamuhuri and
Halda were flowing above dan-

ger level.

In Khagrachhari hill dis-
trict, low-lying areas were
flooded due to rain and hill wa-
ters affecting over 20,000 peo-
ple, sources said.

Road communication be-
tween the thanas — Sadar and
Mahalchhari — remained cut
off since Wednesday.

The rains on Wednesday and
Thursday flooded at least 20
villages damaging thatched
houses and rice crops.

The worst hit areas of Sadar
thana are Muslimpara, Raja-
monipara, Shabdamiapara,
Puria and Colonypara.

Rallway sources said rail
track between Bartakia and
Nizampur stations In Mir-
ersaral thana was submerged.

Four ress trains ran far
behind t schedule — about
one to three hours late — as the
railway authorities forced to
stop running trains in one of
the two lines.

In Feni, incessant rain cou-
pled with onrush of hill water
submerged 15 villages in
Parashuram thana.

Official sources said the
railway from Fu to Belonia
was threatened by flood water
while the Feni-Parashuram
road went under water at least
at three points.

The river Muhuri was flow-
ing 48 cm over the d r level.
Cracks were found in 1 ints
of the embankment of the
Muhuri and Kahua rivers,
threa to worsen the flood
situation in the affected vil-

lages.
The worst-affected villages
include Sreepur, Ratanpur,

Durgapur. Boroiya, Rajpur,
Doulatpur, Jagatpur, Ghoni-

amora, Kismat Ghoniamora,
Dakkhin Sreepur, Sahapara
and Jamura.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Sylhet adds: Incessant
rain for the last two days have

sed the life in the town
and flooded low-lying areas in
Jaintapur. Gowainghat,
Kanaighat and Companyganj
thanas.

The road link between dis-
trict headquarters and Go-
wainghat thana snapped this
afternoon as water began to
flow over the road, official

SPA required
From page 1

Khasru, however, added:
“The government is keeping
maximum watch so that the law
is not misused.”

The minister observed that a
government should be equipped
with “legal mechanism” to nab
miscreants and anti-social el-
ements before they could do any
harm.

Pakistan has the Security of
Pakistan Act. 1952, and in In-
dia the Terrorist and Disruptive

Activities (Prevention) Act
1987, was effective until a few
days ago, he said.

The minister said the past
BNP ment, too, had en-
act the Anti-Terrorism Act
despite the existence of the SPA
The minister further said the
SPA is not a new law as it was
enacted in view of the socio-
economic and political unrest
following the ust-indr.ipcn-
dence od in the l£11 o %t—
vious Security Act 1952, Public
Safety Ordinance, 1958 and De-

1 fence of Pakistan Rules, 1965.

Body of Mahbub

From page |

tion and Tourism and Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Ala r
will receive the at thtﬁ

They will hand over the body
to Mahbub's father, Moazzem
Hossain, at the airport. At the
same time. a cheque for Tk
100,000 will also handed
over to Hossain as Biman com-
pensation.

Later, a pickup of Biman will

carry the y to Mahbub's
home at will Sutiakathi of
Swarupkathi thana in squthern

| Pirojpur district, officials said

| Low-lying areas

sources said,

The water level in all the
rivers in the region also
marked a sh rise, most of
them crossing the red mark.

A total of 127 mm rain was
recorded in Sylhet town during
the last 12 hours while 186 mm
rains had been recorded here
till 6 am Wednesday.

Yesterday's rainfall was the
highest this year, official

claimed

sources ;

Our shahi co dent
quoting Met office says about
250 mm rainfall was recorded
during the last 48 hours in the
district, the highest so far in the
current rainy season.

Many low-lying areas of Ra-
jshahi city went under knee-
deep water affecting several
thousand people. City roads at
ucvc;;ll ﬁnta ?’cric a'.:ll:n sub-
mer e to fau ainage
system. =

Rain water entered resi-
dences in many areas incl
Kalabagan, ghashitula. Bo-
harampur, Binodpur, Hara-
gram.

City roads and business cen-
tres mostly remained closed due
to heavy pour.

In Netrokona district, hea
rainfall flooded many areas.
vast tract of farm land and
many dwelling houses were se-
riously affected in Durgapur
thana of the district.

Dwelling houses in Birishri,
Kankaoir-Gara, Gaonkandia,
Bakaljora, Durga poura area”
and union, Chandigarh, Najir-
pur. Kamalakanda, Pogla, Bara
Japon and Koilati unions under
Durgapur and Kamalakanda
unions, have been damaged.

Our Natore Corres dent
says, low-lying areas of the dis-
trict and the vast Chalan Beel
were submerged due to incessant
rain today.

The worst-affected are Guru-
daspur, Boraigram and Shingra
thanas under Chalan Beel and
Sadar thana.

In Kurigram district, some
15,000 people were rendered
homeless as lnw~lgng areas
were inundated due to onrush of
hill water and heavy fall.

Over 800 families of Rani-

thana took shelter on em-
nts and roads.

Power Grid Co

From page |

Wednesday with the appoint-
ment of a Managing Director
and two Directors, says a press
release,

A former general manager of
Bangladesh Power Develop-
ment Board (BPDB),
Rizwan, joined the PGCB as its
Managing Director while for-
mer additional chiefl e eer
of BPDB N G Saha and former
ICMA official Anisur Rahman
joined the organisation as Di-
fﬂ:;;n; [tjcthnicaltiv:ll;d Director

ce] res :

To begin igi?‘.ch the PGCB will
maintain the grid lines at Ram-
pura. It will gradually take over
all grid lines currently super-
vised by the BPDB.

It will also set up a National
Load Despatch Centre and su-
pervise construction of trans-
mission lines from the pro-

posed M aghat Power t.

The B has to fi-
nance laying of new transmis-
sion lines le the World Bank

is expected to assist in estab-
lishing the National Load
Despatch Centre.

One of the main objections
of forming the company is to
cut down the system loss from

wer distribution. The s
oss incurred by the BPDB,
which is now respumihfjc di;:_r
both power generation an
tribution, is around 21 per cent.
Experts say that at least five to
six ug:r cent of this system loss
could be reduced by introducing
improved management at the
level of power distribution.

The PGCB has been set up as
Enufn condition of the Asian

velopment Bank (ADB) for
funding the 9th power

The from ADB has also
pushed the government to form
the Dhaka Electric Supply Co-

mpany (DESCO) which started
functioning last week.

Both these companies have
been set up as part of the power
sector restricting p mimne
with the aim to make the sector
more efficient and accountable.

Bikash
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their possession 4 revolver, a
gun, bullets, two mobile
t hones and three ;

IS ice team first ar-
rested Mizanur Rahman, the
driver of Bikash, from Gulshan
thana area. Later, they held one
of the close associates of
Bikash, Rezaul Hossain Khan,
from the Muktapur Ferry Ghat
in Munshiganj on Wednesday.
The same day, the DB team ar-
rested Bikash. alo with his
accomplices, Firoz med and
Tajul Islam. from a house at
Mission Para in Narayanganj.
Following the confession of
Bikash and his associates,
lice raided different parts of the
Dhaka metropolis and arrested

Masud Parvez alias Bomb Babu,
ﬂanul Islam alias Dulu.

iqul Islam alias Titu, Mokh-
lesur Rahman alias Bhuiyan
Babu. Nazmul Huda alias Rana,
yewel and Rashed

Police said. the arrested were
between the ages of 25 and 35,
Separate cases have been filed



