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Public Accounts

We have so far been missing out on a prime ex-
ercise that parliamentary accounts committees in
the democratic world routinely undertake to en-
sure financial accountability of various ministries
of the government. By pulling the purse-strings on
the basis of audit department reports and calling
up files from any ministry the PACs have become
powerful instruments for enforcing transparency in

governance wherever the parliamentary system op-
erates. The whole gamut of a government's charac-

ter in terms of corruptibility, favouritism, depth of
development concerns and commitments is vivified
by its public expenditure patterns.

Nothing in the ultimate analysis can be a better
watch-dog over governance than a parliamentary
standing committee on finance; but its work will be
of real efficacy if it relates to recent times rather
than dipping toes in a hoary past. Although finan-
cial ties in the past must be placed under
the microscope and persons responsible spotted
for appropriate censuring and penalisation, we
would nonetheless like this clearing of the backlog
to be expedited to make the process principally
contemporaneous. |

The JS Public Accounts Committee burdened
though by an avalanche of past audit observations,
in its maiden report to the parliament concisely
recorded their findings about six important min-
istries like those of works, telecommunications,
energy. water resources, communications and
cabinet division. Tk forty-five crore has been recov-
ered and this could be a few times over if audit re- |
ports beyond 87-88 were scrutinised.

On the basis of their deductions, the PAC has
recommended that each ministry has an audit cell
to be headed by a joint secretary. Of the nine other
suggestions made we would like to focus on two:
the first one relates to piecing together all the dif-
ferent circulars issued from time to time by way of
amending and reinterpreting the financial rules to
suit different situations. |

After fine-tuning the rules to the present re-
quirement, the whole bunch ought to be published
as an authentic guide-book for the ministries. Sec-
ondly, a law on misconduct should be framed to
render current censures of past lapses materially
deterrent. -

Dealing with Fake Peers
Following a welcome police drive against fake
spiritualists in the country, the frauds either went
into temporary hiding or closed their shops. But

now they are back in the business. A Bangla daily
has cited specific cases of five such culprits who
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HERE are certain vibes

offl an economy, some-

what purring like a new
car engine on ignition, in the
event they are positive, of
course, which speak volumes
about the vigour and vitality of
transactions in a society. en
in the negative, these read,
needless to say, like tell-tale
sounds of a sluggish, almost an
inert economy on the borderline
of the eerie silence of the grave,
S0 o speak.

There are two pieces of bad
news about the Jaced by
the public through their
bouts with changing higher de-
nomination cwrrency notes qfter
shopping or commuting, q:m:":_ll
gett money’'s worth
m’ghﬂ of goods, which lcldﬂug'l
if ever, exercise our minds —
thanks to the sonorous refrains
of highly sophisticated
economists and government
planners, some of them 1;nwlt-
ti perhaps captives of buzz
wunflc?;, whic dng:ln or crowd
out the inarticulate demands of
the economy.

The first visible sign of a vi-
brant economy is a retail net-
work pal off different cur-
rency notes in a gﬂy to round
off small deals. But how irk-
some and time-wasting it is for
the buyers presenting a Tk 500
or 100 note at a shop and be
non-chanlantly told by its
keeper that he has to wait for
the changes as a sales assistant
is sent romping places to fetch
these. Whether it is a grocery
store, a medicine outlet, an au-
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Small is Important for the Economy

"Small is beautiful" — is a slogan for promotion of cottage industry and self-employment projects
under micro-credit programmes. Small is important, crucially important for us. Working on this
bottom-line, let's also point out that small savings mean future for people, who can only start

dio shop. a meat, or a veg-
etable, or a fish corner and a
bookshop. you have the nail-
hm# photo-finish!

ost

under tremendous time and
traffic jam pressures by a three-
wheeler or a pedal rickshaw
ride as its driver looks philo-

sophicall askance. eir
s day without cash in
hand should the tr rt

owner's headache, but as it
h:?]?lﬂ'll. this is a seller's mar-

with hardly any competi-
tion, and besides, isn't lack of
consideration for others a social
past-time here?

Perhaps the wholesalers are
now-a-days shuffling the notes
with some of the consummate
ease they had earlier gotten
used to because of a zliﬁt im-
provement in the liquidity pic-
ture of the banks, but the cen-
tral bank cannot shrug off its
responsibility in respect of

ng notes of different lower
denominations sufficiently
:::ﬂnhk to the big retail mar-

We never tire of talking
about purchasing power, effec-
tive demands, buoyant retail
transactions, etc mi out on
the obvious fact that these

would not fully bloom, even

t there might be poten-
tiali for the same, il cash
blockages prove to be off-

utting on the finishing line.
¢ wonders. whether the un-
stated objective is to have sales
turned off to make some sav-
ings ble for the consumers
like In the case of two-day-long
weekly bank holiday which, as
some tend to surmise, has led

tion of the currency notes in
high demand.

It looks like a same-side folly
when reportedly the employee
t‘lL the bank counter demands

t . telephone or
hilht.pﬁd by dlmmz
exact amounts billed for. so as
to spare them the 'hassle’ of
having to give changes. One
suspects whether the banks
have the smaller notes in suffi-

Time and ‘Tid e

o forced saving on the part of
bank tors.

As it is, both the wholesalers
and retailers have been com-
Plnlnmg of sales slumping
ately, but although their
godowns and shelves are
stacked with goods, mostly of

I‘oreﬁn origin though. One need
hardly be surprised if some
scooping research and market
intelligence work to estab-
lish a correlation between '

sales’ and inadequate circula-

cient quantities. This, in turn,
raises a Eertln:nt question
m;t t :Bu{knunnlle g}'
adesh 's printing
currency notes or their release
in proportion to the demands of
economic transactions.

Some regulatory e can
obviously be read into the visi-
ble sh e of lower denomi-
nation notes in the market.
However, if one were to look at
the waste of time in off
thousands upon tho s of
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petty deals that make an econ-
omy tick then how is the coun-

try really helped by such a dis-
on s
e

nomic transactions must nec-

essarily be smoothened by legal

tenders c ng hands as and
when req to close deals.
The re-sale value of s

one wishes to dispose of also
mirrors the reach, diversifica-
tion and character of
an economy. This signifies the
:rutinnthnf “%E:Ih demands
through the ers craving for
new products as well as ggtcr-
ing to the su demands
of who would not mind

do with old s. Ex-
cept for real estate prices which
have sky-rocketed much to the
blocking of liquid cash which
otherwise ¢ have bolstered
the productive sectors, re-sale
values remain as low as before,
if not more, on most other
items. These have to be sold at
throw-away prices — say, a
uudd%:dget, Or a car, or an
abandoned metallic staircase
having perhaps the slightly
E?::nw looknil'lnncwnne.

‘they say in p 8. ener

is never lost it omyyt:cku ncwg
forms in the universe, so also in

the economy, stuff or ar-
ticle iadmmeand it has

to sell at a price determinable,
according to the standard prac-

lice by after deducting the de-
preciation costs from it.

While an organised re-sale

network and r
exist as a common

industry
eature in

Many an economy, we are yet
to dyevelop these, cxccpt.ruf

course, their apology we have in

the
tur
in the world

S

"Smn.l] is beautiful” — is a

Dholaikhal-cum-Tokai cul-
€. In a metropolitan city

slogan for promotion of cot
Lnﬁ;altr}r and n:lf-:mplayn:g:

projects under micro-credit
ammes. Small is impor-
portant for us.

when the metropolis and its
suburban areas are girdled by a

string of shuttle trains, like the

Dhaka-Narayanganj private

railway service
to settle outside the metropo

on the peri . Dhaka
then be onm-place

on
its amenities going for the
benefit of the remaining city

livers. This small thing seems

from low-cost

now to be of central importance,

largely by default.

Maggie Thatcher’s Revenge — William the Conqueror!

EOPLE in Southeast Asia
should take a bow. Ever
since Mrs. Bandernaike
was elected Prime Minister of

Ceilnn (now Sri Lanka). India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh all

. have had women as the head of

governments.

Western men. on the other
hand, seem to have a mental
block against women politi-
cians, er what happened to
Vice Presidential candidate
Geraldine Ferraro in 1984, can
anyone seriously think of a
woman President of the United
States any time soon? When
Margaret atcher was elected
the leader of Britain's Conser-
vative Party in 1975, most
British men were slightly
amused. "She will be allowed to
lose ung one election”, prophe-
sied Oxiord dons. Clearly, the

upper class was not happy that
a grocer's daughter had made it
to the upper echelon of their

Of course, Thatcher brought
some of it up on herself by mak-
ing silly and provocative
statements. Worldwide, the
1975 was being cdebrltege::
the "Year of the Woman".
Ethmc;nubcr Aussie Helen Red-

8 rallying song,. "I am Invin-
CI}EI:. |l am a Woman.."?). Right
off the bat, Thatcher anno
feminists by proclaiming that
she owed nothing to the femi-
nist movement for her tion
(leader of the Opposition in
Britain's parliament). On top of
that. she once admitted that she
had stored away two-year sup-
ply of canned food! In response

to the ensuing outcry, she
calmly replied that ﬂhtcgm.lghl
what she did was “prudent

huuackecpg?!"
As the Education Secretary

in Edward Heath's cabinet. Mrs.
Thatcher had alreadVy earned

had s distribution of free
milk to students, and earned
the unenviable nickname,
"Margaret Thatcher, Milk
Snatcher!” Considering her
somewhat of a lightweight,
Prime Minister Harold Wilson
tried to take advan of her
during question and answer
sessions in the parliament. [In-
stead of answering her ques-
tions, Wilson tried to ask her
T:l:‘lllﬂﬂll Thatcher shot back!

she would repeatedly do, to
any man or women who dared
to cross her. This piece is not
meant to be a discussion of the

acy of the "lron Lady", except
gsmyu that as the t lc:!::r+
ing Prime Minister of this cen-
tury. Thatcher realigned
British politics, economy and
society.

By 1977, Harold Wilson had
resigned the Premiership in

Callaghan. The Tories sensed
bl . The Conservative Party
annual conference that year
was full of excitement and
expectation. Although Michael
Hestletine, in a shrill voice,
gave his rendition of Labour's
march habits ("left, left”, in-
stead of "left, right”) and tried
to hijack the conference to-
wards the Right, the real show-
stealer was a young, mop-
haired boy of sixteen,
"William".

The son of a soft drink com-
pany owner in Yorkshire, in his
spare time, Willlam read par-
liamentary reports and memo-
rized many of Winston
Churchill's famous speeches. At
the Conservative Party confer-
ence, he was allowed to s
as a Young Tory. He the
conference the nationwide
television audience with a bril-

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

servative les.

I still some of the
things William said. A true
n{gmringcr. he ridiculed the
Labour Party for being soft on
competition. "They would like
some kid who finished second
in a race to get the first prize, so
as not to hurt his feelings!”, he
satirized to thunderous ap-

lause. He even knew black
umour. [ care what ha
to this country thirty years
from now. | know, haﬂ' of you
will not be here...". Margaret
Thatcher led the applause for

Willlam when he finished his
speech. Displa a rare moth-
erly instinct in ublic,

Thatcher also asked William to
call his mother to let her know
that he is all right! Willlam was
the toast of the town. He ap-
eared on talk shows wit
hadow cabinet ministers.

* Hestletine forgot that it does

not pay to cross the Iron
The
the
new
United Kingdom to replace
Margaret Thatcher was not the
Oxford-educated Hestletine, but
a Thatcher
who did not attend 3

In the aftermath of Con-
servative Party's landslide de-
feat in the

British General elections

onservative Party and the

son elected new leader nf
Prime Minister of the

protege, John Major,

and John Major's resignation

last month, the Tories held

another leadership contest last

week. After daﬁn of bitter bick-
two candidates emerged
for the final run off — fifty-six
year old Kenneth Clarke, for-
mer Chancellor of the Exche-
uer, and a you candidate,
ormer Secreta of Wales.
Baroness Thatcher remembers
Mr. Clarke well: that did not
bode well for Mr. Clarke.

o

were earlier arrested by the police but.have now | party!, ., .the enmity of the students. She favour of an older man, James liant speech in defense of Con-  "William the Conqueror" news- Mrs. Thatcher also re-
T R e e - B e e ! . meftbérs th &
returned to their ittul prdfesaion yy just ., : TS ——ssiro—oiio—:ziizi_—— e e s plrtsxume;rm' ﬂﬂmr_ll T e
ﬂmllg!ﬂg: tactics. As most of these lmpﬂﬂ-torﬂbmlk b Rt N B — T - : ——— ———— eryone else thoGght. ™ - behind him. He won! The name
on childless simple people's ignorance and craving ' E| . In‘the in years, as  of the younger candidate, the

for children, they resort to all kinds of bizarre
practices including sexual abuse of the female of
the couple seeking their help. That a few of such
couples were blessed with children was the result
of purportedly such sexual exploits at their so-
called treatment centres. |

The fact of the matter is that ho infertile woman
could be treated by them to gain her reproductive
capability. Now the fake spiritualists throw chal-
lenges that they will cure the infertility problem
after being sure the female spouse is not infertile
through a laboratory test. In the name of treatment
the woman is then forced to bear the spiritualists'
or their selected persons' children, according to the
report. Women so abused usually do not speak
out, fearing they would be driven out of their fami-
lies.

Here again the arrested fake peers could not be
put behind the bar because there were no specific
charges against them. The problem is similar to
that of cases against terrorists where the culprits
most of the time are released for lack of material
evidence or witnesses. Now that the present gov-
ernment has taken a stern attitude towards these
peddlers of religion or spiritualism, some of the
victims have started coming up with the detailed
story of their repression and abuse. We would like
to know why the police could not construct a few
strong cases against the abusers. By apparently
failing to do so the law enforcers have by default
handed those culprits a kind of certificate to flaunt,
their obnoxious profession gaining some validity in
the process. Let them be arrested on specific
charges so that they cannot evade punishment for
their crimes.

What's Happening?

A nine-year-old girl of Siddhirganj has reportedly
been abused by the father of her playmate.
The victim is fighting for her life in a Narayanganj
hospital. We do not know how to condemn this
most loathsome carnal crime. A society that allows
children's innocence to be violated so outrageously
can hardly claim to be civilised. Child abuse was
thought to be a special problem in some of the

'materially developed western countries but recent

trend shows that we are not immune to the vice
either.

The outbreak of this particular libidinous per-
version, particularly at our level of underdevelop-
ment, may prove highly costly if not checkmated.
now. It may be a proof of our traditional social and
moral values giving in to a more aggressive temper.
So it seems we have arrived at a critical stage of
our development. We need to be analytical and
even critical of our social mores and behaviours

and decide how to get rid of the newly acquired
vices.

Our society, however, need not be insular: rather
it will have to be open and progressive to develop a
rational approach to that is socially and
culturally important for us. Are we ready to take
up the challenge? We feel that the leaders in all ar-

eas must lead the nation by setting personal ex-
amples.

Sir, The appointment of em-
inent Irish personality Marry
Andarson as the High Commis-
ﬁﬂnﬂ for Hu“émm Rights by the

Secretary- is an ap-
propriate choice and we, frul:n
underdeveloped countries, ex-
pect that she will give a new di-
mension to the human rights

issues with a universal prospec- °

tive.

The human rights, which the
West so loudly proclaims, did
not exist even during the hay-
days of British Empire — not
even in the Victorian England.
The ruthless suppression and
rebellion in Bengal in the past
shows the height of decomposi-
tion of human values — even the
basic one. The basic need has to
be sufficed. The years of impe-
rial exploitation has made
these so-called underdevelo
nations absolutely as they
faced dual exploitation both by
the British and the native sub-
continental land lords.

The colossal exploitation
has left the masses absolutely
wretched.

The irony of fate is that even
the freedom movement of these
colonies were lead by the upper
middle-class leaving no scope
for any revolutionary trans-
formation of social structure
even after the freedom was
achieved.

The poor parents had to send
their children to work just to
survive. Instead of trying to
halt child labour, for God sake,
try to analyse the socio-eco-
nomic condition of this coun-
try. The government could ar-
range some sort of pri edu-
cation alongside the work. If
these children are thrown out of
the jobs they shall end up as
street criminals, primps or pick

kets and many of them will
all in the clutches of the child
lifters.

Human rights must be eval-
uated keeping in view of the so-
cio-economic and political
condition prevailing in an
particular country or zone. [t
will be exercise in futility try-
lnfg to plant the western concept
of human rights in the EE:?,
The human rights in the under-
developed countries mean pro-
vision for food, clothing, shel-
ter, health and education.

Al-Haj S M Khalid Chowdh
Dhaka K

trucks

Sir, When you are passin
through a busy street at abou
eleven in the mo . you have
to swallow a usual scene —
parking the dust-truck by occu-
pying the one-third area of the
street, the cleaners of the city
corporation collecting garbage
from the dustbin and t ng
it to the truck. Or, you have to
overlook the cleaners clearing
the man-holes and throwing
the stuff on the street. The situ-
ation becomes as such that no-
body protests against this as-
suming nothing can be attained
from protesting. Are all these
unwanted situations being
overlooked by Mr Mayor?

Sometimes, it is seems the
Mayor is being dominated by
his subordinates, particularly
when we have to see the ‘who
cares' attitude of the cleaners of

the DCC. Mr Mayor, we are re-
ally confused. o is controlled
by whom?

Shakil-Al-Mamun
Department of Finance and

Ban
University of Dhaka

Game of vanity

Sir, Whenever Indian and
Pakistani cricket teams meet
each other to play either on the
Indian soil or anywhere else, it
creates tremendous enthusiasm
amongst the people of the sub-
continent. Surely it creates a
sense of t Bc:nu:;fa. which dlu
a good sign. But ortunately
due to mi:ggummunal attitude of
most of the Indian fans, includ-
ing some leaders of purely
communal parties of that
country viz Shiv Sena and even
BJP who have on several occa-
sions been found t. The
manner in which the stani
teamn was treated in ore
on a recent occasion is still
vivid in the memory of the
whole world. Perhaps the Indi-
ans are suffering with a kind of
serious inferiority complex.

The Pakistani cricket team
and their lovers have also some
responsibilities. It is equally
deplorable that if Pakistan
wins, they think as if they have
hoisted Pakistani flag over the
Red Fort and when the Indians
win a game they celebrate their
vlr:tn? in a way as they have
wi of Pakistan from this
globe. In the recent si Cup,
we observed that both the teams
Fla}red with their whole t.
t was not bad. But the est

art of it was that they
ound playing neither in broth-
erly or friendly mood, but ha-
tred and enmity were behind
the spirit of 'do and die' policy.
This is one of the causes that
both teams are often defeated in
final less important teams.
This actually has happened
once again in the Pepsi Inde-
pendence Cup-97.

I suggest the Indians and
Pakis to keep the spirit of
sportsmanship alive above all
kinds of cynicisms.

K R Zakhmi

werce

Khulna

Vacation and
examination

Sir, A vacation is the only
way. to have some relief in stu-
dent life. Life then becomes en-
joyable, and innovative ideas
pour out. Vacation helps the

students to themselves
to start their studies with re-
newed s . It is a fact that

a long vacation helps the stu-
dents to accumulate a fund for
their cost of study. Unfortu-
nately, vacation and examina-
tion at the universities of our
country go hand in hand. And
consequently, most of the stu-
depts who face examination

during the vacation cannot rest
and enjoy holiday. Then stu-
dent life seems somewhat bur-

densome.
The pro I would like to
put f is that the universi-

ties should not hold examina-
tion d and after 30 days of
a vacation of 30 or more days,
so that the students can enjoy
vacation without any tension.

Md tk Miah
440 Hall

Savar Dhaka’ e

Without commoners!

Sir, The second show of the
Prime Minister's TV ro-
was telecast on 23.6.97.

ether it was better than the
first one may be a question. To
me, it was a bit better than the
first show. This time questions

were more direct. But can this

programme ri%l}tl{ be called
Deshbashir ukhomukhi'?
The people saw her on the TV
screen only, but questions were
hardly of :;r ti.:n TV author-
ities arrang S programme,
as it appeared, for rgnree classes
of people namely journalists,
educationists and economists,
who were on the panel.

No questions on country's
productions, marketing and
transporting of goods, export-
ing of mangoes, and paddy and
jute prices, price of fertiliser
and deplorable primmary educa-
tion in rural areas.

The people from the coun-
tryside were absent in the pro-
gramme!

Ahmed-uz-Zaman
Sahasha

Keranipara

Po & Dt Rangpur 5400

Songs of yesteryears

Sir, Lately a trend is noticed
among the new and young
singers that most of them have
started singing old days so
sung by reputed singers
artistes. A lot of audio cassettes
bearing the title 'Harane Diner
Gan’ of such signers are now
available in the market.

Well, many of these new
singers have presented the old
songs almost in original tune.
The modern electronic musical
instruments have also added
charm to their presentation.
These sin have not s
their venture only by singing
old popular songs and by pro-
d their own audio cassettes
and CDs but have also at-
tempted to sing Bangla version
of popular Urdu. Hindi and En-
glish songs.

Recently. two such singers,
Polash and Rezia have made a
good attempt in rendering some
selected songs/ghazals of Mehdi
Hasan in B a in their audio
cassette — ‘Ekbar Firey Esho.’
But | am afraid, the translation
of Mehdi Hasan's Urdu ghazals
into B a has not been done
accurately. For instance, the
Bangla version of — "Mujhe tom
nazar se gira to raahe ho. Mujhe

tum kabhi bhi bhula na sekoge”

has been translated like this —
“Tumi je amari, Mon jurey

aachho, Slmwponqy_}e shudhu,
H kotha je.

Like B a and Hindi old
songs, the old English country
songs are also gaininf popular-
ity among the music lovers.

is is a very good effort

towards making the music
lovers understand the words
and message in the English
songs, for . to in-
cent's sanity from heart, one
must understand the words of

the song — Starry Starry Night:

"For they could not love you

But still your love was true

And when no hope was left
inside

On that starry starry night
you took your life

As lovers often do

But I could have told you
Vincent
’ This world was never meant
or

One, as beautiful as you.”

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Dhaka-1207

BGMEA

Eilr, ?111;.% BGMEA has ?unslg_-
erable lo power, for o

vious I'EEEDI{;. ow, it is under-
standable that during the %e-
budget period they will do lob-

hyinig and vent some grievances
publicly. The regula bodies
are always under pressure from

different sectors, to consider
concessions or easing of techni-
calities.

But BGMEA is pla a one-
sided game with the public. The
internal weaknesses and effi-
ciency inside the garment in-
dustry are not being publicised
for public information, by re-
lea a series of articles in the

tis umed they have a
R unit, wglj-gl is busy with PR
strategies). -

The following types of press
releases/stories are suggested
for consideration

H——- the activities of the R&D
cell;

— how the man ent and
production efficiencies are be-
ing Increased — bata and
graphics;

— stories on the decreasing
use of child labour, schoolin
and other projects in pha
programmes;

— security and fire hazards:
what's being done. The location
of factories in residential type
buildings — future :
The weaknesses of the coordi-
nation with the Fire Brigade;
labour relations and
amenities;

— mass media use for projec-
tion of the right image about the
industry.

This list is not exhaustive,
but the public would like a two-
sided presentation. At present it
is all gripes, and bashing of the

regulatory Cy. Be transpar-
ent, as thtme Minister says.
A Zabar

Dhaka

Margaret Thatcher went about
chan the face of Britain,
William went to Oxford to com-
lete his education. In 1990,
ichael Hestletine ousted Mar-
aret Thatcher as the Leader of
e Conservative P and the
Prime Minister. Another per-
son who worked for Thatcher's
ayster was Kenneth Clarke.

OPINION

new leader of the Conservative
Party, the Leader of the -
tion, and most probably the
next Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom is, 36-year old

William Hague!

- Dr. FSdmlar? Ahmed is a
hodes rom Bangla-

desh, who currently lives in

Princeton, New Jersey, USA

The Age of Satellite TVs

Sarwat Chowdhury

Television is pruhnl;}y the
most medium of mass
education in both the develop-
ing and develo countries. |
remember the days not so long
ago when BTV used to broadcast
programmes only in the

. and for a few hours on
the weekly holidays. Those
days, | used to crave for what-
ever cartoon features was allot-
ted for each day and the "deshi”
programmes for children
shown in early part in the

Returning home after sev-
eral years, | am amazed to find
that those golden or miserable
(depending on your point of
view) days are long gone. VCRs,
satellite TVs etc., y seem to
have brought "the whale world”
within our reach. School chil-
dren and their parents today do

not have to y wait for pro-
grammes Bm to offer. In-
stead, they have a myriad of
choices from the Car-
toon N ; TV, Zee Cin-
ema, DDI, Channel V, ATN, Star
Plus etc. It seems that millions
of children and teenagers
around the world are I

to the same music and watching
the same films and videos.
Therefore, one may claim that
the marvels of entertainment

tﬂ:hnnlnﬁ' help us experience a
feeling of inter connectedness
to the cultural waves across the
world, But, do these pro-
help create a glgbll
dentification with the "wel-
fare” of the whole human
gedu and the "planet” itself? I

n't think so.

Children and teenagers
around the globe are Eradually
beco hooked to the "magic
box" in their living room. Par-
ents often wonder whether the
pop artists and -stars are
the newly-emerge global fig-
ures? A school-going
Bangladeshi child may never
have heard the name of the lat-
est UN Secretary-General, but
he/she is most likely familiar
with the music of Michael
Jackson. Even lnut‘l: remote
villages, people ga around
TV set and stare at it, mes-
merised. Traditional village
life (the one we read about in
Bangla essay books) included
lots of Jarl, . where

A
ari songs

people of all joined in. Ev-

ery i village proba-

bly had their own singer or

story teller who entertained the

villagers. Such live pastimes

“the former demand little of

These days, le just sit and
listen to the "best singer” and
“the best performer” — whose
erformance was probably
thousands of miles away

and whose acts may have

nothing to do with our culture
and traditions.

Such trends towards mod-
ernisation inevitably leads to a

loss of individ . Our kids
are becoming self-conscious,
and feel to live up to
the images of the stars

of Channel VanneW.;how.
say. "Tara". The glamorised im-
ageay of rock stars obviously
have an advantage over the par-
ents or school teachers because

their fans except they

themselves and keep h:m I

CDs or ters. One may
chaim that the satelitie TVe an3
Elubal mulh;.:h markets h.g;

rought ether images
sou frntong: around the world.
But, how often do the American
television network or the cable
channels show Bangladeshi
shows or performance by
Bangladeshis? (The only
tion, as the readers are -
aware are "Mujibar and Sirajul”
in David Lctternm:m
night mme on
station of CBS),

One m:g still sutﬂ.porl such
trends by claiming that the en-
tertainment technology fills in
the vacuum left by the disinte-

ation of traditional family
ife, lack of space for outdoor
games, loss ol faith in politics
etc. The counter- ment is
that the growth in "popular I
culture” is over and
energy that could have been
spent in nurturing children,
participating in religious or
community activities, read
etc. While watch the -
can sitcom "Small Wonders™ in
its Hindi-dubbed version. our
kids todl{ are being exposed to
a du;!emn c\n:uu and a d'.iﬁ
ent surely not
thmm to the
US or converse in for the
rest of their lives) and losing
touch with deshi "Rabindra
Sangeet”, "Nazrul Geeti" and
games like "Ludu” etc. Ironi-
. the more we rush to mod-
se ourselves, the more we
seem to be at risk of t
away (and in time,

our age-old original culture and

traditions.




