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Draft of FFYP
placed
~ before NEC

The draft of the Fifth Five
Year Plan (1997-2002) was
placed before the National Eco-
nomic Council (NEC) in a mee-

rime inister Sheikh
tln*p&dﬂ. reports UNB.

Hasina,

Power Grid Co
set up to manage
distribution network

Bank (ADB) is set-
ting up of mcﬂn;m:h‘lch has
started functioning from

See Page 12 Col 8

KCC Mayor
juits BNP
qu&..trcm.pomlm

KHULNA, July 10: Mayor
Rahman has

Sheikthgrrebur o :

re rom .the prima

meheraiuy o NS on roni
‘Ina .

%‘-Ew

sibilities as the city mngw
Meanwhile, according to
w placed sources at the dis-
and city BNP, the mayor
will join the Awami League very
soon.
When contacted, the former

g ;hﬂgr Ill:l.ljFﬂr"l resignation
Emergency meet
of ALCWC today

A meeting of the National

| Committee of BNP |

Standing

will be held today at 29 Minto

Lead thhtﬂppﬂﬂt;ilth:
er in

mhrﬂmuapm,rcporu

|

Low-lying areas in many
districts went under water fol-
lowing incessant rain in most
parts of the country yesterday.

Heavy rain and onrush of
hill water snapped road links
between Chit and Cox's
Bazar, Sylhet and at,
and submer 15 villages of
Parshuram thana of the Feni
district. Besides, low-|
eas in Chi an,
Khagrachhari, lhet, Net-
rokona., Rajshahi, Natore.

went under water due
to heavy rain.

Normal life in Dhaka city
was ysed while Rajshahi
had the record rainfall of 250
mm in the last 48 hours.

Met Office also forecast
heavy to very heavy rainfall at

ar-
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Incessant rain : Rail links Hl‘]lpt‘(l
w-lying areas in 10
districts flooded

By Staff Corpéspondent

places over the country in the
next 24 hours ending at 6 pm
today.

Our Cox's Bazar Correspon-
dent says, road link between
Chitt and Cox's Bazar was
snapped yesterday as flood wa-
ter destroyed three bridges on
the hlﬁlway. The bridges at
Khota Khali, Dula Hazara and
Eidgaon College were totally

ed away.

Official said, 31 unions un-
der five thanas were flooded af-
fecting more than 70,000 in-
habitants.

The district experienced 154
mm rain since 6 am Wednesday

till 6 pm dy
All roads and lanes of the
town were virtually under wa-

ter. Attendance at schools and

*JJ S bt;:ig;t sessio
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offices were very thins.
Officials said the onrush of

hill water triggered by down-
ur started to roll ann on
ednesday t su 15

unions of Chokoria and 10
unions of Sadar and Ramu
thanas.

. The road communication of
Chokoria thana with rest parts
of the district was also
as water continued to surge at
M . Flood water
was also rolling over the
Eadurkhali-ﬂhlrlnia road.

Accordi to the officials,
water level in Matamuhuri
continued to swell at Chakoria
point and was flowing 82 cm
above the mark.

People from affected villages

See Page 12 Col 7
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| HC upholds order

for removal of
AB Bank MD

A High Court division bench
Jjustified the order of removal of
Abdur Rahim Chowdhury, the
Managing Director of Arab
Bangladesh Bank, by discharg-
Ing a writ petition filed by him

chall the removal order,
reports BSS.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice Mainur Reza Chowdhury
and Justice MA Aziz pro-
nounced this judgement yester-
day. The court held that the or-
der of removal was not illegal,
but stayed the operation of the
judgement for four days to pro-
vide an UEBorturut}r to the peti-
tioner to a leave to appeal in
the llate Division.

Earlier on December 22,

dur Chowdhury from the
post of chief executive director
on the ground of larities
in the distribution of loan to the
Messrs Martial, a business
house. Two days latter, Chowd-
hury filed a writ petition chal-
lenging his removal order and
the court issued rule nisi upon
the government to show cause
as to why the removal order
should not be set aside and

| | stayed the operation of the or-

n prorogued

Govt, Opposition hope to form
standing bodies in next sitting

P The budgeh session of J‘l;:
atlya Sangsad was prorog
yesterda

Humayun Rasheed |,
_ read out the mru—
tion ., issued by si-
g 1{; Shu?huddm Ahmed, at
10 in evening

Prior to the mptrurngntlnn.
Deputy Leader of House Zil-
lur and Deputy Leader

 of the Opposition Prof .

winding up speeches

ury
all concerned for lucm:fuli
functioning

of the House. Jatiya
Party Whip Fazle Rabbi repeat-

edly tried in vain to draw the
Chair's attention to allow him
to give a h on behalf of his
parts on day.
In their dcﬂbﬂam‘?gnl.?huth
hﬂlur Rahman and B Czbmjﬂwd-
ury optimism t
formation of the 35 parliamen-
m standing committees on
t ministries in the next
session of the House and
that the of
initiated to bury differences
over committee formation

muldbrl#podﬂwrﬂult.
They also noted that Post

4|

By Staff Correspondent
and Telecommunications Min-

ister Mohammad Nasim and

Opposition Chief Whip Khan-
Delwar Hussain had ini-
tiated a to resolve the
problems over formation of
standing committees.
The te centred propor-
tionate distribution of commit-
The Deputy of the Op-

By Nazmul Ashraf

"You are a professor. I'm
lucky because | did not ha
to be your student. Had | n

so, I'm sure you would have

given me poor marks”.
This iﬂuw Speaker Hu-

mayun Rashid Choudhury hu-

morously reacted to Deputy

Leader of the Opposition Prof

AQM Badruddoza Choudhury's

assessment 31’ the Speaker's

performance during the budget
See Page li?{?d 3

sition said, "We have heard
hat Treasury Bench is now
willing to form standing com-
mittees accommodating our
E:omll for nate dis-

bution. This is a good move.
List of our nominees for these

committees is ready.”
In a similar spirit, the
Leader of the also

IIE that negotiation initiated
the two leaders from the two
sides would bring positive re-
sult and hoped that the stand-
ing committees would be
in next session.
The just-concluded

session witnessed the
national budget fmmﬂ?-

88, adoption of a resolution
ist act hemy, passage

a bill nnnfﬂimn security and
sending of six private members'
bills to the parhamentary :g—
cial committee for scrutiny. Be-
sides, discussions on the

for 13 working nd:lyu and on |is-
sues of natio importance
took place and some other

- businesses were transacted dur-

ing the session that had
See Page 12 Col 2

der till the )

Attorney General Barrister
KS Nabi moved for the govern-
ment while Barrister Istiaque
Ahmed and Barrister Rukun
Uddin Mahmood appeared for
the petitioner.

Body formed for
demolition of
1llegal buildings

A four-member committee
was formed terday for the
demolition of illegal buildings

and constructions built in dif-
ferent parts of the city violating

Ra#uk plans and rules, reports

The of Housing and
Public Works formed the com-
mittee at a held at Ra-
uk Bhaban wltg Post and

ecommunications and Works
Minister Mohammad Nasim in
the chair.

The meeting also held a dis-

|| cussion on im tation of
' the

hal Hous-
Public Works

wﬂuu ¢ and

Hummayun Khadem and other
high officilals were present in
the meeting.

SPA required for
security of
people, JS told

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru yesterday told
the Jatiya Sangsad that the
Special l;'owm t (SPA) is re-
quired for the security of Feoﬁlc
and society in view of the
changed behaviour and tech-
nigue of miscreants, reports

"The necessity for keeping in
force the Special Powers Act for
some more time is felt in
view of the present law and or-
der situation as the criminal
gangs seem to have become des-
Frnlc and extremely dangerous
or public life and property
changing their techniques and

being equipped with modern il-

legal weapons,” he said.
The minister's comments

came in response to a question
by BNP legislator Mohammad
Fazlul Azim (Noakhali).

Khasru said 23 years have
elapsed since the law was en-
acted, and during this period
the present ruling party was not
in power for 21

"“Today those who are
strongly o the law had
used it indiscriminately. They
did not repeal it al
had the opportunity to do so,”
he said.

See Page 12 Col 7

Detective ice took Bi-
kash. a criminal in
the city on a six-day remand

y. The Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate's Court granted
the remand when he was pro-
duced before it

Narayanganj on Wednesday.
Earlier.’aoﬁcc announced a
reward of 25,000 for infor-
mation leading to the arrest of
Bikash who was on the run af-
ter police had started hunting
him. Police announced a simi-
lar reward for the arrest of his
brother, Prakash. The two

brothers, who allege;l;{ built up
a network of criminals, extor-
tionists and professional

killers are wanted for a number
of criminal cases filed with po-
lice. Prakash has still been ab-

sconding.

Police took Bikash on re-
mand for interrogating him in
connection with a dou mar-
der case lodged with Tejgaon

thana.

He is al y concerned in
the killing of Mamun and
Shamim. two contractors, who
were gunned down when th
wernt to submit tenders at a
office at Mirpur earlier this
year.

He is also accused of being

involved in the murder of

' Bikash on 6-day remand, |
11 accomplices held

By Court Correspondent

Ashique Igbal. another con-
tractor, who was shot dead by
gunmen near the PG Hospital

recently.

His lawyer, Shahiduddin
Manik told Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Mo-

hammad Habibur that
police had tortured his client
and his accomplices after ar-
resting them on Wednesday .
The Detective Branch (DB)
police arrested the 11 alleged
accom of Bikash during a
90 -hour special drive in and
around the Dhaka metropolitan

area. Police also recovered from
See Page 12 Col 8

10000 workers join EPZs

Garments factories face |

acute labour shortage

By Govinda Shil

Export-oriented rea ade

Farment factories are suffe
abour shortages in this pe
production season, resul
wages hike in Dhaka and C
areas.

problem became acute
as some 10,000 skilled workers
joined the factories in the ex-

port processing zones (EPZs) in
the last six months,” Mostafa
Golam Quddus. president of

Garment Manufac-
turers and Associa-

in
t-

wages. Manufac-
turers trained workers gradu-
ally and could not keep pace as
their skilled workers left in
droves, The BGMEA president
said he is planning to urge the
government to set a rule for the
workers so that would re-
quire a certificate from the
previous employer before they
joined a new :

Vice Presi-

BGMEA

dent Nurul Huq Sikder said a

section of the workers recently

went abroad to hunt for better

jobs. The factories near the

Chittuun% EPZ suffered the
s

greatest ortages and some

were trying to organise pro-

ammes (o quickly train lower

| employees to fill up the
vacancies.

A leading apparel exporter,
Yahia Khan, t?:n:l this corre-
spondent wages of helpers and
M% operators increased by
Tk 150 to 300 in the last couple
of months due to huge demands
in the labour market.

Khan said the demand for
technical labourers increased
at this time each year because
March to August is the peak

season for a | manufactur-
ing and
Some 300 400 factories

which run on sub-contracting
basis were also busy with large
orders from their parent facto-
ries. Trade disputes between the
USA, EU and ent produc-
ers in East a also increased
business, he noted,

Export Promotion Bureau
Vice Chairman Faisal Ahmed
Chowdhury and International
Labour Organisation Director
in Dhaka Paul J Bally agreed
that o 'S flctu::_ncl m
re ru rtage of tral
.

Faisal Ahmed said there

were production delays because
of the shortage. i
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H%h Bank removed Ab- |

am terday.
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partly filling-it. .
—Star photo by Amran Hossain

Master Plan ignored: Foreign firm gets allocation

Part of Gulshan Lake to be

More than 200 acres of Gul-
shan Lake and its adjoining
area have been allocated to a
fo firm to construct a mas-
sive complex of high rise con-
dominiums, service apartments
and luxury hotel, by the Rajd-
hani Unnayan Kartipakkha
{lit:fluk] violating the building
code and ignoring the Master
Plan for the city.

The deal which virtually
handed over the prime propert
at a throwaway price of '11\:
40,000 per bigha (one acre
equals to three bigha) has
raised concern among the town
planners, residents and envi-
ronmentalists.

They fear that it would turn
one ol the few surviving lakes in
the city and its surrounding ar-
eas, includi k and wooded

Rt B i

T

By Morshed Ali Khan

Gulshan and Baridhara area is
fast becoming. |

The De ment of Environ-
ment (DOE] officials said before
clearing the project Rajuk did
not seek their clearance on the
environmental aspect of it.

A top DOE official, preferring
anonymity, said it had never
been a practice of Rajuk to get
their projects cleared from it.

Rajuk did not bother to con-
duct ang public hearing or so-
licit public opinion about the
project, clearing it in an amaz-
ingly fast pace. It did not even
invite anLchublic bidding before
leasing land for commercial
purposes as it had been the
practice, said Prof Nazrul Islam,
a noted town planner and a
teacher of Dhaka University.

Rajuk Chairman Huma}\‘mn

m. however, denied there
d beety any wrongdomyps. Ev-

filled up for hotel, apartments

erything had been done accord-
ing to the rules, he claimed,

But he failed to give any
satisfactory reply as to why the
land had n away for
commercial purpose without
public bidding. He said the
pm]ject is not a commercial one.

‘We have only given it on
%ﬂlt* _n?:- er basis for

years. 1hey are going to
us a royalty for ﬂvtgo uugth:i:‘
the 6,25,000 US dollars deal
which will be tncreased by 10
per cent afterwards.” He also
said that it was cleared by the
DOE.

The Chairman further said
the project would help ‘beautifi-
cation' of the area and would
not harm the surrounding envi-
ronment.

The Singapore-based devel-
oper, Indugz ?ﬂlzf,_ plans to
T Y SeePage 12Col4

-BCL leader stabbed
to death at DU

By DU Correspondent

A leader of the Bangladesh
Chhatra League was sta to
death on the Dhaka University
campus early yesterday morn-
:E& police and hospital sources

The victim was identified as
Imam Hossain Tonai, the assis-
tant library of Dhaka
City Unit (North) of the AL-

BCL.

Police found the body of
Tonai on the road near the East.
Gate of the Curzon Hall of the
university at around 5 am. The

was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) for autopsy. |

Some 30 stab marks were
found on Tonai's body includ-
ing throat and two eyes, hospi-

sources said.

The motive behind the
killing could not be known. But
BCL sources hinted that the

killing might be linked with in-
tcm:f conflict of the organisa-
tion.

Imam Hossain Tonai. a close

hattarer Ghatak Nirmul Com-
mittee.

Campus sources said that
Tonai used to run errands for
BCL leaders at different resi-
dential halls including Zahurul
Haq, Salimullah and Jagan-
nath halls.

He used to carry the firearms
of the musclemen of BCL on the
campus. Later he himself be-
came a cadre of BCL of the
Faridpur-Madaripur faction at
the Dhaka University, the
sources said.

Bangladesh Chhatra League
brought out a procession with
the body of Tonai on the DU

campus at around 3 pm yester-
day and held a rally in front of
the National Press Club.

They chanted slogans
against the leaders of the
Gopalganj faction of the BCL,
blaming them for the killing.

A case was filed against 10

rsons in this connection.

one was arrested till filing of

this report last night.

Eody of Mahbub

arrives today

The body of Mahbub who
died in the wheel carriage of a
Biman aircraft 47 days back is
expected to be reached in Dhaka
today from Saudi Arabia, re-
ports UNB.

After all formalities, Saudi
authorities handed over the
body to Biman and along with
the body its flight BG-039 will
reach the Zia International

rt at 8:15 am.
tate Minister for Jute and
Textiles A K Faezul Haq and

! State Minister for Civil Avia-

See Page 12 Col 7

Lawyers boycott

courts in Khulna

KHULNA. July 10: Lawyers
here today tted the courts
protesting, what they said, con-
tinued acts of terrorism and the
deteriorating law and order in
the city, reports UNB.

In a meeting at the bar coun-
cil office, Khulna Lawyers As-
sociation president Shahiduz-
zaman and secretary Farooq
Ahmed demanded immediate
arrest of the terrorists.

aide of BCL vice president Igbal
Hossain Apu, was last seen in
the TV room of the Fazlul H
Hall of the university till 3:

was scheduled to con-
duct a meeting yesterday after-
noon organised by the Pach-

Ershad goes to
KSA July 14

for treatment

By Staff Correspondent

‘mcpformnr r}:ialdcnl and
Jatiya Party . HM Ershad,
is scheduled to leave the coun-
try on July 14 for a period of at
least three weeks, according to

P aces ot
rces close to the JP chief

said he would be going to the
King Faisal Hospital in Saudi
Arabia for treatment of his
heart ailments. After treat-

ment, he might visit some Gulf
See Page 12 Col 6

Hartal observed
at Balagan;j

SYLHET, July 10: Eight-hour
hartal was observed at
thana headquarters today to
protest ‘the violation of a
schoolgirl, reports UNB.

The 16-year-old girl, a stu-
dent of class X in Boalzur H
School, was abducted al \

one Faisal and his accom-

at Mukhbelpur village on

Jul; 3.

olice rescued the girl with
multiple injuries and rushed
her to Osmani Hospital.

Police also arrested two of
Faisal's accomplices — Ahmed
All and Jainal Abedin.

Duri the dawn-to-noon
hartal, s and educational

See Page 12 Col 6
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