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Monsoon rains throughout the day yes

terday disrupted normal life in the city.

—Star photo

PAC report placed in JS

Formation of audit cell in
each ministry suggested

The Parliamentary Public
Accounts Committee (PAC)
E[]aced its first report before the

ouse yesterday suggestin
formation of audit cell with ad-
equate manpower headed by a
joint secretary in each ministry
to ensure accountability, re-
ports UNB.

In the 196-page report,
placed by its Chairman S M
Akram, the committee recom-
mended that the audit cells be
created renrganlsing the exist-
ing manpower and functions in
the ministries or by hiring ad-
ditional manpower.

The committee heard audit
uhljectinns. audit remarks and
related issues from the Princi-
pal Accounting Officers, who
are also the secretaries, and
senior executives of different
agencies and made a nine-point
recommendation.

The committee in its report
- noted that audit objections and
remarks on those had piled up
in every ministry since 1971,
and in many cases, some min-
istries are not aware about the
existence of old audit reports.

It initially reviewed 128 au-
dit objections and audit re-
marks in its first 10 sittings
and observed delays in taking
necessary and effective mea-
sures by the ministries regard-
ing audit objections.

The committee, in this con-
text, reported delay by 77.54
months by the Energy and Min-
eral Resources Ministry, 75.23
months by Water Resources
Ministry, 72.79 months by Post
and Telecommunications Min-
istry, 67.04 months by Housing
and Public Works Ministry,
54.13 months by Communica-
tions Ministry and 35 months
by Cabinet Division.

“This is unthinkable in an
environment of accountabil-
ity,” it commented and directed

all ministries, divisions and
a%gncies to put in their all pos-
sible strength for a break-

through.
The committee ted that
a significant improvement

would take place in giving
timely reply to audit objections
by the ministries within the
next six months.

The report found the exis-
tence of a huge number of unre-
solved audit objections which
were not accommodated in the
report of the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) against
each ministry.

The number is increasing in
every audit department, it said,
noting that almost no ministry
preserves necessary informa-
tion to resolve these audit ob-
jections and audit remarks.

Boy dies

From page 1

Police said, a rivalry be-
tween two groups in the camp
was the cause of the incident.

Police arrested two persons
identified as Gulzar Hossain,
40. and Momtaz Alam, 25, in
connection with the killing.
Sabbir's father filed a murder
case.

Leader dies

From page 1

rushed to the PG Hospital in

Dhaka where he breathed his

last this morning. As the news

of his death reached the town,

the angry supporters of the Jubo

Iﬁeague ransacked the TNO's of-
ce.

The TNO was reportedly in-
jured during the attack. The an-
gry supporters also ransacked
two shops and a house, police
said. The TNO was not available
for comments.

Private train semce;

From page 1

train cnmcFartments, They are
neater and | think the company
is trying to maintain quality
service.”

Rezaul Karim, who has trav-
elled in the route for the past
five years. agreed. "The private
service seems much better in
terms of comfort as they are
taking special care for the pas-
sengers on board," he said.

angladesh Railway has
provided two trains, each hav-
ing five compartments, for ply-
ing in the route. But one is
fairly old while the other is new
and well-equipped.

But all the passengers were
not satisfied with the service.
“The service is satisfactory but
the timing has not improved,"
said passenger. -

Yesterday the two scheduled
trains arrived 20 and 15 min-
utes late. "The main goal of the

rivate service is providing
aster. comfortable service for
the commuters who want to
avoid traffic congestion, espe-
cially at Jatrabari on the

Dhaka-Chittagong highway,"-

sald the passenger.

A ticket booth manager at
the Kamlapur Railway Station
sald there was a rush of pas-
sengers during the evening de-

arture hours from Dhaka at

:30 pm while similar rush is
observed at Narayanganj sta-
tion during the day's first
schedule at 6:40 am.

Mamunur Rashid, a supervi-
sor of the train service, said the
passengers are mostly office
and garment workers who tend
to catch the early morning ser-
vice.

The poor condition of the rail

dilapidated rail line and slippers
pose a great threat for the
passengers. "l fear accidents
may occur any time, notably at
Gandaria point where drivers
slow down the locomotives to
avoid mishaps.”

He also said the signaling
system was in no better shape
and the telephone line ar-
rangement to communicate
between the stations has been
out of order since last two
months.

Gazi Nurul Kabir, Divisional
Transportation Officer of
Bangladesh Railway (BR), said
he has already received a num-
ber of complaints about late de-
partures and unless the sig-
nalling system works in perfect
order, the commuters would
continue to face occasional de-
lays.

Clash at DU
JCD, BCL reach

settlement

By DU Correspondent

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) and the Chhatra
League (BCL) have reached a
peaceful settlement following a

clash between the two sides on
the Dhaka University campus
on Tuesday.

The Vice Chancellor of the
university, Prof Abul Kalam
Azad Chowdhury invited the
leaders of both the student or-

isations at his office lycater-

ay morning for a peaceful set-
tlement of their dispute.

The leaders of the Gano-

track tfﬂsﬂ a danger, com- tantrik Chhatra Oikya were
plained Mozammel Hossain, also invited to the meeting but
chairman of the company. "The they did not attend.
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‘'was no mark of injury

Strike by flight
attendants: BA asks

passengers to

reschedule flights

By Staff Correspondent

The three-day strike of the
flight attendants of British
Airways (BA), which began yes-
terday. did not affect its Dhaka-
London service.

BA has made alternative ar-
rangements transferring its

ers to Thail Airways and
other airlines, according to of-
ficials at its Dhaka station.
Passengers booked for to-
day's and next day’s flights were
earlier advised to either cancel
or reroute the flight by Thai via
Bangkok or other airlines or
take a refund of tickets.

BA sources said, their offices
in Gulshan and Motijheel will
remain open from 9 am to 5
on Friday and Saturday to cope
with the situation.

One found dead
at Syadabad

bus terminal
By Staff Correspondent

A young man was found dead
at the Syadabad bus terminal in
the city yesterday afternoon.

Police said a group of
unidentified people had left the
body in front of the main build-
ing of the terminal at about 2:30
pm. He was wearing a lungi
when a ‘Eulicc patrol team re-
covered the .

The body was sent to the Mit-
ford Hospital morgue for au-
topsy. A murder case was lodged
with Demra thana. None was
arrested till last night.

Bill passed

From page 1

ately told the House that he did
not accept the amendment that
reads, "the law will come into
effect immediately”.

At that stage, all the BNP
lawmakers sprang to their feet
to draw the Chair's attention
that once endorsed, an amend-
ment could not be rejected.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury sought the Law
Minister's suggestion on the is-
sue. Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru gave his view that there
was no way back and a fresh
bill would have to be tabled
later if the House wants to do
away with the amendment that
the state minister had mistak-
enly taken as to have been ac-
cepted.

Starting at 8:15 pm, the pro-
cess of passage of the bill con-
tinued till 11 pm and the House
was adjourned immediately
without finishing two other
businesses of the day.

The Suppression of Offences
Against Biman Security 1997,
was passed with an aim to im-
plement the 'Tokyo Conven-
tion', 'Hague Convention' and
‘Montreal Convention’, said the
State Minister while proposing
passage of the bill.

A number of BNP lawmak-
ers, however, demanded for so-
liciting public opinion on the
bill before its passage.

Biman crew

From page 1

terrogated more than 35 people
include some policemen in Tej-
gaon and Sutrapur thanas and
the police personnel who were
on duty when Nuruzzaman died
in custody. Family members of
Nuruzzaman and the persons
who signed the inquest report
prepared by a magistrate have
also been interrogated.
Nuruzzaman Sharif, 37, died
after he was taken to the court
custody in the city after two
days police remand on June 16.
The inquest report said there
but an
old black scar in the right hand.
But the autopsy report of the
Forensic Department of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, how-
ever, said the Nuruzzaman died
following physical torture re-
sulting Iin internal haemor-

| rhage.

The Daily Star e

| Withdraw false case against |

Alamgir Kabir MP: BNP

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan has pro-
tested the filing of a 'false’ case
and issuing warrant of arrest
against Alamgir Kabir, MP,
reports UNB.

In a statement yesterday, he
alleged that police are also ha-
rassing the family members of
Kabir, the Education Affairs
Secretary of BNP.

Bhuiyan said the filing of
case and issuing warrant of ar-
rest against a parliament mem-
ber during its session is a rare
incident and "it's tantamount to
dishonouring the parliament.”

The BNP Secretary General
said Alamgir Kabir has raised
his voice against irregularities
in appointment of fertiliser
dealers in Naogaon district and
brought corruption charges.

Following this protest, he

said, the government has filed-

the false case and issued war-
rant of arrest.

The BNP leader demanded
immediate withdrawal of the
false case inst Alamgir Kabir
MP, judicial inquiry into the al-
leged irregularities in appoint-

Body of Mahbub

arrives tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The body of Mahbub, who
died in the wheel carriage of a
Biman Airbus in May, will ar-
rive in Dhaka from Riyadh Fri-
day morning.

A Biman official said the
Saudi authorities have con-
firmed that the body would be
sent to Dhaka by Biman flight
BG-040 which was scheduled to
land at Zia International Air-
port (ZIA) at B:15 am.

Mahbub, son of Moazzam
Hossain of Surfakathi village
under Sawrupkathi thana in
Pirojpur district, was found
dead in the wheel carriage when
the Biman Airbus landed at
Riyadh Airport in the early
hours of May 24.

Two ministers and senior of-
ficials of Biman are expected to
receive the at the air port.
Later. the body of Mahbub and a
Ehetél.elg of Tk one lakh will be
han over to his family.

Written test of
18th BCS exams
from Aug 26

The written test of the 18th
BCS examinations (1996-97)
will begin on August 26, reports

The detailed schedule of the
examinations will be an-
nounced through daily newspa-

rs in time, said an official

andout gcslf:rdajr.

It said the candidates will
have to come to the examina-
tion halls alongwith the admit-
cards issued dun‘nig the prelim-
in test as no fresh admit-
cards would be issued for the
written test.

ment of the fertiliser dealers
and replacement and trial of the
corrupt people, or else. He
warned the government will
have to shoulder the responsi-
bility. :

In a separate statement,
Mannan Bhuiyan condemned
the filing of ‘false’ cases against
31 BNP leaders and workers.
including Moheshpur thana
BNP general secret and UP
chairman Haﬂqu]ar?slam of
Jhenidah.

He said the murder which
took place at Moheshpur was
the outcome of a Ionf-runnlng
conflict between two factions of
ruling Awami League over the
possession of a 'baor'.

Emission of gas
from tubewell
in Sylhet

SYLHET, July 9: A tubewel]
at Buridahar vi of Compa-
nyganj thana suddenly started
emitting gas with a burst on
Tuesday moming, reports UNB.

Sources said the gas started
coming out at 10 am from the
tubewell owned by one Rashid
Mia of the village.

Local police and land com-
Imlln:lnntr b\r‘:iled the t. Po-
ice have n | in the

. deploy

10 hurt as rival
slum dwellers

clash in city

By Staff Correspondent

A gunfight in a slum on Sha-

jahan Road under Mohammad-

ur thana in the city yesterday
eft at least 10 people injured.

Of the injured, five identified
as Reaz, 18, Kashem, 40. Kamal,
20, Rashed, 17, and Ayesha. 35
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH). Hospital sources said
the five sustained bullet in-
juries.

Police said, two rival groups
in the slum, mainly inhabited
by the -wetgru. were locked in
a clash at about | pm over the
illegal trading of hashish.

iowever, DMCH sources
quoting local people said, a
gang of unidentified young men
opened fire as, a section of slum
dwellers said. they did not sell
hashish. At the time, some
people were injured due to in-
discriminate firing. Some oth-
ers received wounds as panic
stricken people started running
for shelter.

Meanwhile, police arrested
three persons identified as
Shamim, Tipu and Wahab in
connection with the violence.
However, Mohammadpur police
said the FIR named accused
could not be held till last night.

A dweller of the slum, Md
Abul. filed a case with Mo-
hammadpur thana in this con-
nection.

JS standing bodies

From page 1

Iﬂg;lndraﬁ De}_w%r who is
also Chie ip of the i-
tion in the Jatiya Sanggapﬁp-
Ercclattd the attitude Nasim

as shown on Tuesday t but
reminded him of the B rpoal
tion on the composition of par-
liament bodies.

According to the BNP esti-
mate, the party is supposed to
get three members each in 20
committees and four members
each in 15 committees. On the
share of chairmanship of -
liament bodies, the Eal'fl’
which has 113 members in the
330-member house claims that
it is entitled to head 12 commit-
tees.

"Although a t difference
of opinion was s there, the
negotiators were unanimous on
the fact that conducting the af-
fairs of the House on the basis
of mutual cuup-crailjun was im-
perative for a really effective
parliamentary democracy,” one
source said.

At the meeting between the
two leaders, Khandaker Delwar
referred to the dispute over the

already constituted 11 commit-
tees, some of which were formed
allegedly without consulting
the BNP. The issue of reviewin

lice cases against the BN

ders and activists also came
up for discussion. Nasim is
learnt to have assured the BNP
leader that the government
would effectively address the
problems.

The leaders then eed to
continue the dialogue for the
second day yesterday. Sources
close to them told this corre-
spondent that they were sched-
uled to meet sometime today. If
they can reach a consensus, the
committees could be constituted
even today. If they cannot do so,
the committees would be
formed in the next session of
parliament, the sources added.

The current session of Par-
liament is scheduled to be pro-
rogued tonight.

Meanwhile, apart from the
formal dialogue between Mo-
hammad Nasim and Khan-
daker Delwar, other leaders of
both the parties are also having
telephonic discussions over the
issue.
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Hasina calls on
Shahabuddin

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called on
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
at Bangabhaban and briefed
him about her recent visit to
Japan. reports UNB.

Hasina also apprised him of
her forthcoming visit to Ger-
many, beginning July 13, and
said she would attend a semninar
on 'Adult Education’' there.

The Prime Minister told the
President that her objectives to
attract private investment from
Japan and get official assis-
tance for important develop-
ment projects in Bangladesh
had been achieved.

“The visit will provide impe-
tus to the Japanese assistance
for the eeonomic development
of the country,” said Sheikh
Hasina, adding that she re-
ceived positive response from
the Japanese investors.

PM’s directive to
draw up plans for

establishing EPZ
in Ishwardi

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed
Bangladesh Export Processing
Zones Authority (BEPZA) to
draw up necessary plans for es-
tablishing an export processing
zone at Ishwardi, reports BSS.

The directive came yesterday
at the 13th meeting of the

BEPZA board of governors
meeting, held at the Interna-
tional Conference Centre (ICC)
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in the chair.

The Ishwardi EPZ will be
established to help expedite the
industrialisation process in the
northern districts.

The Prime Minister also di-
rected the BEPZA to go for a
feasibility study to establish
two more EPZs at Syedpur and
Sirajganj and submit a com-
prehensive report to the board
within six months.

DESCO

From page 1

saild DESA Chairman M A
Rahim commenting on the ap-
pointment of the new m e-
ment. "They are totally inde-
pendent to take their own deci-
sions and build up DESCO."

The DESCO management is
now looking for office space in
Dhanmondi, Lalmatia and
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar areas.
Fresh recruitment of officials
and employees is likely to begin
soon aiter the office space is
found. |

DESCO will now be account-
able to DESA as it is owned by
it. "But later, the shares of DE-
SCO will be off-loaded to the
public to ensure complete
transparency.,” said a well-
p source in DESA.

The government initiated
the process of setting up DESCO
in June-July last year. DESA
workers had been severely re-
sisting this move and the pro-
cess had slowed down.

DESCO has been set up as
part of a conditionality of the
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
for funding the 9th power pro-
ject. The ADB had argued that
unless the government ensured
steps to reduce the system loss
in the power sector it would not
provide the credit. The same
argument of the World Bank in
1990-91 had pushed the gov-
ernment to create DESA out of
the Power Development Board
(PDB) in 1991.

The system loss of DESA,
which purchases over 900 MW
power from PDB and supplies it
in the city, now stands at

| around 28 to 30 per cent.

Beximco Group owes Tk 22 cr

From page 1
loans and those guaranteed by
it together stood at Tk 795.90
crore against 16 banks as of De-
cember 31, 1996. Till that date,
its overdue loans amounted to

Tk 62.36 crore. But the later
statistics as of March 31, 1997
show its overdue amount at Tk
21.99 crore.,

The BB has also rejected
Salman Rahman's claim that
although Beximco is a guaran-
tor of Pharmatek's loans, it is
not its own company. Salman's
disowning the liability of Tk
27.64 crore in overdue loans
with AB Bank was unacceptable
to the BB, it was learnt.

It said as per clause 42 (b)3 of
the Bangladesh Bank Act 1972,
if any owner or partner of a
loan taking organisation is
also an owner or partner of an-
other organisation, then both
organisations will be treated as
loan receivers.

It clearly said that since the
owner/partner of Pharmatek
Chemicals, O K Chowdhury is
also owner /partner of several
companies of the Beximco
Group. the onus of Pharmatek's
loan falls on Beximco. It has
also been known that O K
Chowdhury is owner/partner of
Beximco Fisheries, Beximco
Pharmaceuticals, Beximco
Synthetics Ltd, Beximco Tex-

es Ltd, and Beximco Denims.

In addition, since Beximco
Investment Company and its
directors have given guarantee
for the loans of Pharmatek, the
loan liabilities ot the said com-

pany, therefcrc also fall on Bex-

imco.

The BB said the AB Bank in a
letter after December 31, 1996,
has informed the BB that its in-
formation regarding loan fig-
ures of three companies guaran-
teed by Beximco contained
some error. The bank had cor-
rected these later.

An investigation by The
Daily Star has found that Bex-
imco had defaulted an install-
ment of its loan to AB Bank.
Subsequent to this, AB Bank
had identified, according to
normal banking practice, the
whole amount of the loan as de-
faulted. But BB had requested
AB Bank to mark the install-
ment amount only as defaulted,
and not the whole amount. This
resulted in a much lower figure
being show as default loan.

Sonali Bank reported to BB
that the loan overdue date of
Beximco Synthetics should be
corrected as April 15, 1997 in-
stead of its earlier mentioned
date of April 15, 1996. It said
the correction would also bring
change in figures of overdue
loan amount of Beximco Syn-
thetics.

As mentioned earlier,
Salman Rahman on May 22
wrote to the Prime Minister
seeking ‘justice’' regarding his
status as 'loan defaulter'. In his
letter, he accused BB of gvlng
‘wrong information' dubbing
the Beximco Group as a de-
faulter. He claimed the BB
statistics showing the three
companies of the conglomerate
as defaulters by Tk 57.36 crore
are 'incorrect’.

 published in

He also said that the reports
two dailies
terming Beximco as defaulter
have ‘tarnished’' the image of
the company at home and

abroad, causing ‘'financial
losses.'
In his prayer he claimed fur-

ther that the defaulting figures
as shown below are false: Son-
ali Bank — Tk 10.14 cr, Beximco
Synthetics; EBL — Tk 15.83 cr,
Beximco Ltd; ABBL — Tk 27.83
cr, Pharmatek Chemicals; BSB
— Tk 1.11 cr, Beximmco Textiles;
Janata Bank — Tk 2.54 cr, Bex-
imco Pharmaceuticals and Tk
0.13 cr. Beximco E eering.

In his plea, Salman also
maintained that the amount
shown against Sonali Bank was
working capital, which was re-
newed in November, 1996. The
EBL's claim is a disputed mat-
ter, he said.

In case of AB Bank, he said
Pharmatek is not a company of
Beximco Group although the

up had been its guarantor.
Elr: claimed that the Iloan
against Pharmatek is not over-
due.

He said he had repaid the
overdue amounts of BSB and
Janata Bank after December 31,
1996. However, about the Tk
0.13 crore loan nst Beximco
Engineering. he said this over-
due amount seems to be a ‘calcu-
lation difference’ and ‘is really
an insignificant amount’

The Law Ministry had taken
the step to check Beximco's loan
status following the represen-
tation made by Salman Rah-
man to the FM({

Bangabandhu murder

From page |

About his job he told that a
copy of the duty roaster used to
be given to each of the PA-cum-
receptionists who were on duty
at the residence of Banga-
bandhu. The original copy used
to be preserved at the presiden-
t's secretariat.

The main responsibility of
the job was to receive phone
calls and connect people on
phone.

He said he was aware that
KM Shafiullah was the then
Chief of Army Staff of
Bangladesh Army.

en asked about Air Com-
modore AK Khandaker, who
was then head of Bangladesh
Air Force and Admiral M H
Khan head of B adesh Navy,
he answered that he could not
remember their names at that
moment,

About Col Shafayet Jamil
who was commander of the
26th Brigade and Col A Rab,
who was the then DG, DFI,
Muhitul said that he did not
know about their postings. He
was not aware that Col Hasan
was in charge of the Rakkhi
Bahini of the night of the occur-
rence, he said.

He, however, told the court
that he was aware that Brig
Mashrurul Huq was the Mili-
tary Secretary to the then Pres-
ident.

He said he remembered that
Khaled Mosharraf, HM Ershad
and MA Manzoor were all
officials of the army. He also
remembered that Ziaur Rah-
man was at that time the
Deputy Chief of the Army.

He, however, could not re-
member immediately whether
ﬂurul Islam was then 1G of Po-

ce.

Dr Sattar, Rafikullah, Dr
Mannan, Yasin, Dr Makbul.
Mowarul Islam, all senior civil
service officials, used to work at
the President Secretariat when
he was an employee there, he
said.

Advocate Khan Saifur Rah-
man asked Mahitul whether he
ascertained that the two daugh-
ters of Bangabandhu would not
have to file a case in this regard
because he had filed the case.

"It is their concern”, Mahitul
Islarmn replied adding that he
had registered the case at the
prick ol his conscience.

TM Akbar asked Mahitul
how old he was when he joined
the job. He replied that he was
19 year's old at that time,

harfuddin Mukul asked

Patgram

From page |
sumed construction of the road
violating agreement reached at
the flag meeting.

BDR and local people in-
formed that about two years
back India in a similar way
tried to construct a road along
Zero point two kilometre east of
Tin Bigha Corridor but it was
stop following protest.

Meantime, tension gripped
entire Patgram border area
hindering movement of the

oods imported from India
rough Burimari Land Port. A
large number of trucks loaded
with imported goods are now
stranded at Indian border
point, eyewitnesses said.
Kibria
From pagc 1

He suggested that more at-
tention should be given to audit
functions which were relegated
to unimportant functions over
the years. "This is essential for
achieving efficiency and ac-
countability in the financial
management.”

Kibria noted with surprise
that there had been no specific
directive regarding personnel
recruitment in the s in the

ast 10 years, which dis-
avoured maintaining standard
in the banking activities.

He hoped that the ongoing
ADB-sponsored reform pro-

amme would bring positive
result within a few months in
the market.

ADB Resident Representa-
tive in Dhaka Bhanuphol Ho-
rayangura said the country was
now on the right track of policy
direction. But more emphasis
should be given onto agriculture
and employment-generation
sectors to achieve higher
growth,

He said Ban%ladesh now be-
came the focal point of the
SAARC after some major devel-

ts in the regional issues
like the Ganges water-sharing

. DSE

Fronm page | .

meanwhile paid back the
money after the audit and oth-
ers said they will also pay their
defaulted amounts, the sources
said.

Thirty-six other members
"marginally defaulted in mak-
ing full payment of Tk 18.25
lakh" while another 16 mem-
bers neither paid Tk 10 80 lakh
nor took their share certificates
which remained lying at the
DSE office. Seventeen members
deposited their overdue
amounts during the auditing.

After the internal auditing,
the DSE authorities appointed a
leading firm. SF Ahmed and Co
last week to audit the accounts

of its cleari and settlement

department e audit re
will be submitted within three

months.

him how many times he visited
Calcutta. He replied, "many
times.” Asked how many times
he visited Calcutta after getting
this job, he said, "only once".

Some excerpts from the
Cross examination:

Q: Did Bangabandhu talk to
those who intruded his house
on the t of occurrence?

A: ] heard him shouting at
the top of his voice.

Q: You heard him shouting
and did not see anything?

A: | heard shouts.

Q: What Bangabandhu was
doing?

A: Bangabandhu was in the
first floor and 1 was in the
ground floor. It seerned he was
near the stairs on that floor.

Q: Did you witness any inci-
dent on the first floor?

A: | did not see.
Q: How many minutes after
Bangabandhu's ., "Mis-

creants have attacked Sernia-
bat's house, contact him over
the phone.,” you heard the
shouts?
A: Within 15 to 20 minutes.
Q: How many minutes after
the shouts he was killed?
A: Gun shots followed the
icmtu and after that [ could not
ar Bangabandhu.
Q: When th:dmgltafy cunt;?a
t was t there to
e hnusc‘;. e

A: A few days before the in-
cident.

Q: Was there any resistance
from them during the time of
occurrence?

A: | do not know.

Q: Did democracy prevail in
the country when Sheikh
Hasina was the Leader of the
Opposition in parliament?

A: Democracy was not func-
tioning properly at that time.

Flash floods
in Bandarban

. BANDARBAN, July 9: The
low-lying areas of the town and
several other villages of four
thanas in the district have been
inundated due to down and
flash floods, reports :

District administration has
opened three centres in the
town for the affected people
while necessary measures have
been taken to cope with the
flood situation, official sources
said.

Telecommunications be-
tween the four thanas — Ruma,
Alikadam, Naikkhangchhari
and Lama +~ and district sadar
remained snapped since yester-
day due to weather.

Students enforce
hartal in Sherpur

BOGRA, July 9: Hundreds of
vehicles were stranded on both
sides of Bogra-Nagarbari high-
way as Sherpur College Stu-
dents’ Union enforced a half-
day hartal in Sherpur thana to-
day, reports UNB,

The union enforced the har-
tal from 6 am demanding can-
cellation of admission of 23
students, reduction of the col-
lege tuition fee and immediate
release of its GS.

Cricket

From: page 1
first and piled up a command-
ing total of 176 for five in the
stipulated 30 overs.

The home side's total was
%H around a sizzling unbeaten
&by Jayawardane, who played
in the SAARC tournament held
in Bangladesh this year.

Inrﬁply, Bangladesh could
only muster 143 for the loss of
two wickets after exhausting
their quota of 30 overs.

Bangladesh were off to a
slower start in their chase of a
daunting task of scoring 5.8
runs per over to win the match.

ter opening the innings,
Habibul Bashar Sumon, 0
hammered an enterprising 53
off 57 balls, and his partner
Naimur Rahman Durjoy spent
16 overs to score only 62 runs.

Vice-captain Aminul Islam
Bulbul remained unbeaten on
45 off 58 balls while Minhazul
Abedin Nannu, the former na-
tional captain and the most ex-
perien cricketer of the coun-

. was on 13 not out before it
was all over for B adesh.

Earlier, Hasibul Hossain
Shanto and Saiful Islam, the
two new-balli bowler gave
Bangladesh a tive start,
producing some fine fast bowl-

. Of the two Shanto, the tall
right-armm seamer was particu-
larly hostile with the cherry.
Shanto finished with an -
lent figures of 6-1-19-0. Saiful
took one wicket for 20 runs in
his four overs.

But once the s attack was
introduced. the t's XI
went on to speed up the run-

rate. Sheikh Salahuddin, the
lone specialist off-spinner of
the Bangladesh team. conceded
30 runs in just four overs. Be-
sides. slow left-armer Enamul
Haq Moni. who captured one
wicket, gave away 27 runs in
his four overs.

Bangladesh will play their
next warm-up match against
the same selection tomorrow,
before appearing in their Pepsi
Asia Cup opener against Pak-
istan on July 16.

The four-nation tﬂurnfr.
which also includes world
champions Sri Lanka and In-
dia. will kick off on July 14
with the hosts taking on Pak
istan in the inaugural tie



