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What the British papers say |

LONDON, July 8:
Martina Hingis
has been ac-
claimed by the
British press as
one who has the

-

PAY

tentials to be the best lawn
player of all time.
As one who is to celebrate

her 17th birthday the Swiss
Miss, as she is affectionately
called, has won Ebf;rund
Slam singles and 2 doubles ti-
from 8 Corel WTA
and 6 doubles titles

Tour
since becoming a anhnional
at the tender age of 14 in 1994,

Besides, she reached the finals
of the French last June but
lost to Iva Majoli

ward with confident strides.

She has also won 2 ITR women's
circuit singles titles.

likemfur did n:} hide her dis-

suriace, particu-

theall::‘mf‘tre Court at Wim-

but that ﬁ'ﬁ not deter her

from winning prestigious

title with masterly display,

:ﬁhﬂ, in the second and

sels against someone con-

sidered a grass specialist —

Jana Novotna.

Writing under the banner

}xendl:!%lin the Sunday Tele-
m s Dashes Novotna's
as Youth Overcomes Ex-
ence” Ronald Atkin said:
or someone who says she
hates Centre Court and not
like the grass, Martina Hingis
looked tmerm yes ay
as she E:nd overgjzed
golden tea tray prize money
of 373,500 which are the
perks for oming women's
of Wimbledon.”
Tennis dent of The
Times, Julian uu;n:h:mtc in
the 7th July issue :
"... Hingis represents the Eacc of
women s tennis for the new mil-
tomed to barely-pubescent
starlets like Anna rnikova
and Venus Williams, s is
from the same vintage. As
Williams ascends the learning
curve, restrained from full-time
competition by her parents,
Hingis already possesses two
Grand Slam tournament titles

... as for Hingis, the poignancy

of her victory was amplified
when she rieftlj; allowed
Novotna to e the woman's

singles trophy in mock celebra-
tion. In the forseeable future, it
may be that with Hingis's
consent will the trophy be
raised bx a different pair of

But John Parsons of The
Telegraph, the most revered
tennis writer, wrote on July 7:
"Hingis, as she has

increas emphasis t 2
is the I:i:tgt:rnﬁnyer lgainltdl?ﬂ:l;lm
gifted Swiss, who was ag'ead}r

th.

- Slam event,

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

the t champion in any
Wim event e becom-
ing the youngest this century in
singles, showed with her ma-
ture. instinctive skills that she
has the potential to become the
best of all time." As | have said
Hingis missed out on the
French n to lva Majoli or
she would have been on her wa
to the Grand Slam, achi
only by Steffi Graff in the open
era in 1988,

The king and queen of Wimbledon Pete Sampras and Martina Hingis.
the disappointment of the full

Writes Parsons: "The only
minor regret for Hingis was de-
feat in Paris. Victory in that
match would have sent her off
to the US Open in September
ready to become the youngest
winner of the Grand Slam. She
need not worry unduly. Mau-
reen Connolly was 19, a com-
parative veteran by Hingis's
standards, when she earned
that accolade in 1953",

* % #*

After a fortnight of cloud
and rain, Londoners woke up to
a morning of bright sunshine
and clear blue sky. And if
morning shows the day then
they are in for a real hot sum-
mer day.

It's a pity that throughout
the Championships the weather
remained as unpredictable as
the British woman, though.
Nevertheless the most impor-
tant and glamorous Grand
the Champi-
onships, Wimb
end as scheduled mot with-
out some adjustments with the
tradition as well as intended
order of play.

oHame.to an

But the most depressing day
for the termis lovers all over the
world was the 6th of July at the
Centre Court. It was almost a no
contest day as Frenchman
Cedric Pioline did not qualify
himself even as a sparring

to the near ect ten-

nis player named Pete Sam-
pras. This was supposed to be a
eat contest because of Pio-
ine’'s victory over Michael
Stich in the semis. But much to

house
same manner as the previous
seveén between these two since
1990 — straight sets win for
Sampras.

Obviously the British press
was critical of the French chal-
lenger and headlines like “The
One-Man Show” in The Tele-
Erlph or "Sampras soars to new

eights” in The Times were in

Wrote Paul Hayward,

Journalist of The Year
in the Daily Telegraph today:
“There were plenty of things
Pete Sampras could have said to
Cedric Pioline after blasting
him away in straight sets in 94
minutes. He could have re-
marked upon the theatrical
qualities of the Centre Court,
asked him how his family was
or offered him another set to
pass a bit more time. The best
and most accurate thing he
could have said, though® was:
‘Sorry. 1 hope you get well
soon." This was not enough for

OTGer.

, Hayward, He was so furipus that

he eontinued in his front page
Pioline bashing as follows:
"Pioline whose wife, Mireille,

made her first and probably

s match went in the

last, visit to England to see her
husband demolished ... Pioline
or what was left of him, did
manage a lap of honour clutch-
ing a silver plate that would
have been better employed as
body armour..."

e tennis correspondent of
The Times Julian Muscat de-
scribed Pioline's predicament: |
"A ruthless Sampras disposed
of the unseeded Cedric Pioline.
From France, in straight sets

with a barrage of winners from
all areas of the court. At one
stage, another mighty service,
wﬁl%:h ricocheted backwards off
the Pioline racket had the
Duchess of Kent reac for-
ward from her seat in the
Box as thuugh on slip duty at
Old Trafford |
Writing In the Daily Tele-
graph, J Parsons, the lawn
tennis correspondent who has
been covering the Wimbledon
for the last , was rather
kind to Pioline. Wrote Parsons:
"Even before the match — which
was more of a master class than .
a contest — began, 44th-ranked
Pioline, unseeded, must have
felt as if Mount Everest would
have to be conquered for him to
become the first French winner
since Yvon Petra in 1946."
Whatever the critics may say
about the pitiable plight of Pio-
line in the final, the French-
man did not try to defend him-
self in the post-match press
hcﬂnfer:ndt.z:. And why should he
ave tg do that because he was
in thcq‘l‘lnafl Wlmmed%ri. 1o
meéan achievémefit, and richer

by 207,000 nds the prize for
six wins aneﬁ?iluss. Not E‘d!

AR
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‘ Id Boxing Asso-

ciation ranki
after the uproar caused whennﬁ:
bit the ears of defending cham-
plon Evander Holyfield in their
June 28 bout in Las Vegas.

The ratings committee of the
Caracas-based WBA said it was
dropping Tyson because accord-
ing to its regulations no boxer
who has been by a lo-
cal commission can be rated by
the WBA.

son has also been sus-

y -

pen the Nevada State
Athletic ssion.
He said Tyson could be rein-

stated in the rankings if the
Nevada commission ends his

su :
mth African boxer Franz

Botha was promoted to the No. 1
‘ ole & Lae

Meanwhile in s ’
Tyson has become a nmmg;
ject of ridicule across the
United States even as a panel
hcr-:ﬁpam to meet Wednes-
day decide his boxing fu-
ture.

The incident has made him a

running joke with television
comedians. At a celebrity soft-

ball game in Cleveland, where

he keeps his main home, a

mock ear-bi scene and faux
apology was played out for hu-
mour

The Hollywood Wax Museum
has removed Tyson's figure
from the sports section and
placed it in "monsters” area.

A music-video cable televi-
sion channel had a "bite count-
down" of that included
"Another one the dust” by

Queen, "Maneater” by Hall and

Oates and "Love bites” by Dep

Ean}: in the sport, includi

Tyson's first co-manager, Bi
Cayton, suggest a split from
promoter Don King and long-
lime pals Rory Holloway and
John Hml']ne as a ]:trung first
step in changing the direction
of ’F}mon‘a It?n':g.i &

Now all that remains is the
| of n's banishment,
which could range anywhere
from a rear lﬂ life.

At 31, any lengthy ban would
dim ‘s chances to reclaim
his title. And whatever penalty
he faces will likely be accom-
panied by mandatory mental

BOX ON! South African President Nelson Mandela (R)

Bite costs Mike's rank

examinations.

Far more important to
Tyson in the long run is trying
to reclaim his dignity and hon-
our, That fight will be with his
past and his own dark side.

It could last a lifetime with
no hope of a knockout to erase
the memory of the bites or a
rape conviction. There would be
no prize but what is at
s is so ing all his mil-
lions could not purchase — re-

spect.
And that battle would be lost
in a ﬂnﬁ:e moment of ;
Faci at challenge m *ht
make Holyfleld seem a tame foe

by comparison.

poses in a boxing gown presented by world heavyweight
champion Evander Holyfield who called on the President

on July 7 in Johannesburg.

— AFP/UNB photo

*
to armive
-
in Leeds
LONDON, July 8: Leeds Unit-
ed's Ghanalan striker Tony
Yeboah has failed to report
back for pre-season tr -
tting his future at the clu
nto further doubt, AFP.
Yeboah had several dis-
agreementis with manager
George Graham last season but
has been ndﬂled# his agent in
England, Drew Tiffney, to re-

turn to Leeds and sort out his fu-
ture

"He is against our ad-
vice and the advice of his Ger-
man agent." said Tiffney. "We
have told him he should come
back and sort it out face-to-
face.”

Yeboah was by Leeds
from Eintracht Frankfurt for 3
million pounds in 1994.

Swedish international
Tomas Brolin, s by Leeds
in November 1995 but loaned to-
his former club Parma last sea-
son, also failed to turn up at El-
land Road on Monday after

8 to return and t for

ut, unlike Yeboah, Brolin

has been excused by Leeds man-
Graham.

“I heard from Toas' :ﬁ&nl

that a bird flew into his -

screen while he was on the way

lo the airport, him veer
off the road,” lﬁkﬁﬁam
" "We expect him to arrive

later today, but I am disap-
pointed that he missed the first
day of training.”

Brolin joined Leeds for 4.5
million pounds but has had a
chequered career in and,
failing to establish a regular
first-team place.

b
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STAR MOVIES

Hum Zameen 11:30 Shapath

LONDON, July 8: Pakistan
ace bowler Wasim Akram is
ikely to miss the rest of the
English county championship
season, he announced on Mon-
day, reports AFP,

Wasim's troublesome shoul-
der injury is almost certain to
rule him out of further partici-
pation in Lancashire's double
trophy campaign.

He has been restricted to just
two-and-a-half days of cham-
pionship cricket this season
and three games apiece in the
Benson and Hedges Cup and
Sunday League.

Despite rest and constant
treatment, Wasim's injury has
shown no improvement and

Lancashire have resigned
themselves to continuing their
Sunday League and NetWest
Trophy challenges without
him.

"The injury has got worse,
not better, and will take a lot
more time than I feared," said
the 31-year-old Test star.

“There is nothing anyone
can do about it and I just have to
rest. My arm has been in a
sling. The ln:jtll:_l is I am in con-
stant pain and I am taking up to
12 pain-killing tablets a dI;}r.
There is no chance of me play-
ing.”

Wasim is hoping to recover
in time for a busy international
programme with Pakistan later
in the season. A one-day tour-
nament against South Africa,
West Indies and Sri Lanka will
be followed by a Test series in
South Africa from February to
April.

The Bily Star,1]

LONDON, July 8:
Former Eng
boss Terry Ven-

-y

9 ables, currently
coaching the Aus-
. tralian national
side, cannot be nominated as
Australia’'s representative on
the English Football Associa-
tion's council, an FA spokes-
woman said on Monday.

reports Reuter.

Australia, like New Zealand
and other members of the
British Commonwealth, have
hlaturicalgv been represented
on the 90-strong FA council
which formulates policy and
regulations for English soccer
as well as acting as a paternal
advisor for some of the remain-
ing countries in the Common-

Dahlin needs

some time

STOCKHOLM, Jul 8:
Swedish striker Martin Dahlin
said on Monday he would decide
in the next few days whether to
move to English Premier league
club Roma had agreed terms
with Blackburm and it was now
up to him to decide if he wanted
to move to England. reports
Reuter.

Dahlin moved to Roma last
year from Borussia Moenchen-
gladbach but was unable to
secure a first team spot and
returned on loan to the German
club.

"The clubs are completely
agreed and I'm now rﬁ::in to
have a good long think about
it," he said. Adding there were
only minor contractural details
still to be worked out.

and .

wealth,

Australla has been repre-
sented on the council by Sir
David Hill-Wood, whose famil
have strong links with Arsenal.
But it is understood that Soccer
Australia is proposing that
Venables should replace him
because Venables now has
stronger links with Australia
as 1 as still being based in
London. :

David Hill, the head of Soc-
cer Australia, ﬂrnpused the idea
to Venables who is understood
to have welcomed the idea.

Venables coached the Eng-
land team from January 1994
until the middle of last year and
left after taking his side to the
semifinals of Euro '96 where
they lost to Germany on a
penalty shoot-out.

But he left the FA under
something of a cloud, tpartl}r be-
cause of a number of personal
legal matters and partly because
the FA refused to offer him a
new contract six months before
the European Championship.

FA spokeswoman Helen
Willis said on Monday, "A pol-
icy decision taken several years
;gu means that Sir David Hill-

ood will be Australia's last
representative on the FA coun-
and when he, as the present
incumbent, leaves the council.
Australia’s membership of the
council will end.

"Australia's membership,
like that of the West Indies and
Canada from the Common-
wealth, was a legacy of the days
when those countries were not
full members of FIFA, that is no
longer the case and as a result

their membership of the FA
council will be ending.

A won't entertain Terry

"We want to stress that Terry
Venables is held in the highest
regard by the FA and the policy
decision about Australia's rep-
reseniative was taken a number
of years ago.”

Venables, who is still based
in London, will return”’ from
Australia next week after tak-
inlg Australia through to a play-
oft with an yet to be known
Asian country for a berth in
next year's World Cup finals in
France.

Australia beat New Zealand
2-0 in Sydney on Sunday to win
the Oceania qualifying group. It
was their 11lth straight win
since Venables became their na-
tional coach last year.

D1 Canio not
for sell

GLASGOW, July 8: [talian
footballer Paolo di Canio was
today told he must stay in the
Scottish Premiership with
Celtic, reports AFP.

The star forward is locked in
a stalemate with the Parkhead
Club after refusing to join his
ieammates at a pre-season
training camp in Holland, fu-
elling speculation that he warits
to quit Scotland.

English clubs Newcastle and
Sheffield Wednesday have been
linked with Di Canio and while
Celtic general manager Jock
Brown confirmed there has
been interest in the former AC
Milan winner, he insisted today
that the player was not going
anywhere.,

"I don't like thinking of myself

in terms of history"

Here is the remainder of Pete
Sampras’' post-match interview
published yesterday :

Q: How many years, Pete, do
you think you can stay at that
sort of standard to keep coming
back here again and ?

A: Well, as long as I'm play-
ing well and working h and
staying healthy, you know,
there's no reason why I can't
play at this level for many

years.
E'ﬂn want to?
: Do | want to?
Q: Because you are almost
the oldest champion for about
ten years now and in the game
you seem to be champi-
ons 25 and under. Peo are
wondering how much longer
you want to keep playing and
on? .
SRS Por as

can and-as long
Connors, you know, he was still
winning some majors when he
was in his s, [ believe.
So as long as | stay healthy and
enjoy it, you know, I'm to
keep on playing until there
comes a day where [ feel like I'm
not going to be in contention for
slams, that will be the day that
I'll stop. You know, | like what
Boris did, which | have a lot of
respect for, for what Boris did,
but | am nowhere near that day.
Q: With Becker on the way
oneyatae; whe 86 ok oon
‘ you con-

sider to be your major rivals?
© A Well, you know, just go
down the rankirnigs. Those are
the fujrn that are the to
beat. There's not really, you
know, m-:aiu_v that stands out.
They are all very tough, and,
you ti]tlnuw Agarlu.' ;nl the one
y that a couple ars '
Eaut had somethi tﬁ.-.-re mt
could have — 5 could have
gone down in history as a great
rivalry. So the game needlglm.
and, you know.... But it just
seems so sporadic, you know,
who's playing who in the finals.
For at least the fans in the
United States, they need some-

. ys stand
out, and Tummnjcr'd nlnl fl‘ﬂg‘lu
Germany is a player.
those ﬁ)'l wlfml. 4
Q: Is history a bigger rival

for ,;hn-rhﬂnum

A: | don't like thlnkmf of
myself in terms of history. [ feel
that I'm doing quite well for
how old |1 am, and it's something
that's been asked from you
a lot about . and | 't
look at myself in terms of that.
So | feel like I'm still in the
middie of my career and it's not
over yet. Now I'm battlin
against all these guys, no
history — that's something

]
s

stiar Entertainment Guide

as my bodym
as | enjoy it.

above everyone. So it's all of
those guys who are out to bear
F'm,andtubeahletusta on top
or as many years as | have is
some that is the most im-
portant thing to me, to have
that longevity to stay on top is
not casy to do.

Q: Do you ever see yourself
c mr you are on
court more expres-
sion and more emotion at all,
or do you think you will have to
always stay in the sort of

way you play?

A: Well, it's worked so far, so

| don't plan on changing any-

t . 1 mean, for you , or
l‘me — [ know ?’1?1 nﬁ}gav:
Letterman when it comes to in-
terviews, or whatever, but the
way | am on the court is the way
I've been my whole life and it's
the way I'll continue to be, very
much {o myself and, you know,

‘a lot like Borg was, this kind of

concentra and focus. That's
why when dre and 1 were
competing, he was the one who
had the emotion, and McEnroe
was kind of Borg's rival. So
that's what the needs right
now. But [ don't plan on thang-
ing for anybody, because it's
who | am.

Q: Did you do an dif-
ferent between the and
here — you may have been asked

et G peopact lor (his. nar
ment, to , AmYy-
tly unusual, or dif-

thing -IJEW
A: No, pretty much the same
schedule. | just played Queen's
and had a week here. The only
thlng that was different is that |
didn't really get to tglay much on
ass; because of the rain | was

itting indoors. But it was re-
ally no different.

Q: What helped your serving
A: I don't know what hap-

pened with the serves, to tell-

the truth. ust clicked.
just clicked for eve
match [ played. It really did. It

was the shot that won me the
tournament. In order to win
here, you need to return, and
that was also a great shot | was
hitting, and quite well.
But this is the best | think I've
ever served in my career.

Q: Is it the best all around
that you've in a slam?

A: Probably, probably. I re-
ally didn't struggle in any
match, except for the Korda
match, when | was two sets up
and 5-1 in the tie-breaker. But
every match I played | was
pretty much in control,

well and doing what I

to do. But | don't think

% 1 see a little grey there.

: Do you see a little grey?
Well, I think you're probably
looking at terms of maybe
McEnroe and Borg, when t
were 25. You know, Borg I'Etll‘t!?
McEnroe — that was the year he
won his last major. But 1 feel
like I can get better, that [ can
improve and I can have another
opportunity in a couple of
months to win the Open and
that's where I'm at. So | feel like
I can get better, and as long as
I'm working hard and staying
healthy, there's — that's really
up g:: me,

Have you to a period at
all when m‘r?uither otten
overfatigued, or a little bit
bored or a little disillusioned
with the and its demands

M- m th.t? S H_.'-"ﬂ_a.__r BT |
A: Well, mcrE'H'refm?ﬂhen '

u're tired and you've played a

t of tennis, or I've been in Eu-
for a couple of months, or
whatever, that you feel that
way, but when it comes to a
major I don't feel that way at
all, because this is an opportu-
nity to win another one and
this is what's important to me
as a tennis player, are the ma-
jor tournaments. You play these
other tournaments to really get
yourself ready for the major
tournaments, and. you know,
with all the rain for the past
couple of weeks, sure, there were
some tm:lgh days staying in all
day and doing nothing, but this
is what's important to me, as a
player, is trying to do well at the

majors.
through

: What was
ur mind at
;;-.mmmhmm

A: | started th about
the actual championship at 4-3
in the third when I was servi
and I got a little tentative an
tight to break point, and
it was weird. Kind of the match
was in my hands and I didn't
want to have it slip away, but |
played a good service game to
win it, . boom, 1 was — it just
seemed like I won pretty
smooth, a::d;ﬂyou know, | shook
h}lmhand | ;.nt fe‘:{t that I
pla very well, and | was
pumped, and to hold the trophy
again and look at all the names
on the trophy, and to see mine
four times is something that I'll
a]wayn Hber

: you think your
serve so well this tnnr-“
nament?

A: I don't know. | can't ex-
plain it. There was nothing
tt‘rnmmcﬂ | was doing differcfm nt

previous or from a
couple of nmnm. It's just I
got a great rhythm, hit a lot of
aces and volleyed well behind
my serves. | was very pleased
with my second serve, which is
Just as t on . and
8o, know, it just

Michael

cessful because all you do is
think about tennis, to
the expense of other life experi-
ences. Do you feel you have to
justify that?

A: No, no, because I've got
what — when I'm done playi
I've got the rest of my lile to do
what I want, when I'm finished
at 30, or 35, whenever I stop. So,
you know, [ feel like when I'm
done, 1 don't want to have any
regrets when I look back at my
career and have years or
months that I wasn't into the

game at all. So that's where I'm
at. | mean, this is my job and
this is what I love to do.

Q: In matches like today
when, from the beginning you
were so consistent, do you have

thoughts just the first set
or the the

" can't ] "7 Do
have theac bind of Choughint

A: Well, you don't anything
Is possible, even though | won
the first set. There was still a
long way to go, but 1 felt like I
was putting a lot of pressure on
his service games and 1 was
making him work 2nd he got a
little careless and missed some
easy shots. | just felt if I kept on
applying the pressure on him
that [ would have some chances
and I did, and things went real
smooth.

Q: How many Wimbledons
would you trade for one French
title?

A: Not many. Sure, | mean,
the French is the one that's
giving me the most problems
and this year wasn't great, but,

ou know, for one thing 1 was
appy I got over what happened
at the French to get ready for
this one and when the clay
court season comes around for
next year I'll be thinking about
the French. But Wimbledon is
the biggest one we have in the
ame, and the French is the one
at has given me the problems.
So it's a challenge for me to play
well there.

Q: How many Wimbledons do
you feel you could go on to win
and how much do records mean
to you?

A: Well, you can't put a num-
ber on how many Wimbledons
you to win. I didn't u:gu:t
to win four by the age of 25. You
can't plan on — you can't set

oals that high in a career.
at was your other question?

Q: How much do records
mean to you?

A: Well, the more that I've
won recently, it's something
that's been asked, you know,
about breaking the 12, and
that's important to me, sure, I
mean, as a player, you want to
break the records, and I'm in a
I)oaltinn that I can do that, like

said, playing well, and staying
healthy. You know, it's up to
me, you know, wait and see
what happens.

@: Do you have four Wimble-
don with you?

A: Small replicas.
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