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im-
age u':_ three
in newspapers is too

fresh yet to be put behind.
Terror still strikes the heart at
the thought that the unknown,
indifferent faces of the crowd in
the street we are wont to swim
past so thoughtlessly and
eﬂuﬂc‘mm snowball ., all
on as ., into a group of
blood-thirsty vengeful if
only someone takes the trouble
of yelling, playfully or
tntmtinnu.ﬂy, chhele dhora
chl*;jh;t; dhora tchﬂdh:-jm}
s er Or any name t
matter to describe any species
from the lexicon of anti-
socials.
In the absence of data-base
maintenance of past records it
t sound arbi as-
to say that deaths to
e s gosllmapd Lot
rise te. tan a
from the office of the country’s
highest executive exhorting
not to take law in their
own hands, immediately after
the B‘ddl:ed incident in which
mob !m three su ed
and :mthermdied
in firing aimed at
the violent mob, was
but unmistakable
tion of frenzied mob

escalating factor
l.mnth'lll;:.l::d killings. "

Ptﬁh going spares at the
cost 'law and order., more
alarmingly

at the cost of other's
freedom and is no ll'l.l:w
thing in Bangladesh. Not long
ago, in the aftermath of the
semi-final victory of the
cricket team in the

ICC

of

in Malaysia, wild
spree tion marked Eg
mindless spraying of colour
water, harassment of women
commuters and in the worst

cases, settling of old scores in
the smokescreen of row over the

an

ONE LAST
- COOKIE

bodies

LAW AND ORDER

by Mizan Ali and Chandra Shekhar Das

Why people have become so easily prone to violence?
Why people cannot wait for law to take its own course ?

Apparently, people have lost faith in police com-
pletely though not irrevocably

test against this ous be-
E;Dﬁuur' created q a bit of

furore. Resentment went to an
extent where annoyed people
were forced to think that since
we do not know how to vent
to our emotions and leelings
without hurting thl;l: gfett;the;i
it would ps er lor
the mﬂr:ltnlt‘n not be a source
of joy in future. But the picture
that looked so my and de-
at the first trial of our
reaction to a truly unanimous
occasion of joy, improved dra-
matically y the time
as the un-
beaten champions of the tour-
ney to write a whole new chap-
ter in the 's history in this
country. at by the demon-
stration at the earlier stage
seemed to be fearful of
a massive deterioration in law
order off so and
that even the most con-
firmed cynics were left in a
state of appreciating wonder.

The reason a potential occa-
sion for chaos and anarchy was
averted so effortlessly was the
Fﬂ’-’ﬂﬂmmt cy in making
ts intention clear about strict
enforcement of the laws to
tect civil rights. Coupled with
the public awdreness height-

thro the extensive use
of the media, this resolve al-
most performed a miracle in
restoring sanity of the man in
the street.

An anatomy of the incident
at Badda or the one at
a place called Dasderkandi in
Demra where villagers beat six
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IANFLEMING'S James Bond

HOW CAN | HAND OVER

WHAT | DO NOT HNJE?
ARE NO .

D EITHER! J

pmg:nghduh and the Philip-

agreed to -
erate in the of oil arf:ln:gs
exploration, petrochemical

manufacturing, air services,

agriculture, herticulture, "
business science

and in &harmamticalt. ac-
cording a message received

at the

of the
Joint Tr
Manila.

was reached
of the second meeting

Commission in

Minister Cesar B Bautista
signed the agreed su
record of discussions for their
respective countries at a simple
- —
‘t:tlzed':ztgmmt and pri-
Or represe
-ep ntatives
The two sides exchanged
views on the economic situa-
tion in both the countries and
existing bilateral trade and in-
vestment relations and re-
viewed the progress since the
first JTC was held in
1989 and the agreement of

1980.
After the signing ceremony
ressed a

the two leaders a
Joint press conference during
which Tofael Ahmed said the
visit of the Philippines Presi-
Fidel V Ramos
Bangladesh in last
opened a new chapter in the his-
tory of bilateral relations be-
::un the two friendly coun-

es.

Ahmed said Bangladesh has
a liberal foreign investment
policy which provides various
supportive facilities and incen-
tives to investors including full
separation of capital and profit.
He said that a delegation from
the National Board of Revenue

ONE LAST ROCK-HARD BOTTOM-
OF-THE-PILE., TEN-WEE K-OLP.
STALE. CRUSTY COOKIE

suspected cattle-lifters to death
in a show of demonic ferocity
have given rise to a very dis-
turbing question. Why people
have become so easily prone to
violence? Why pc:és e cannot
wait for law to take its own
course ? Apparently, people
have lost faith in p-che com-
letely though not irrevocably.
t is not only a matter of oonE-
dmc:bdnqatmelmt:hhaa
far as people's confidence in the
system of criminal justice is
concerned, but there has also
been a drastic fall in law en-
forcing agency's public rela-
tions.

As it is evident in the Badda
case, mob has proved that the
Frlmitiv: tactic followed by %J-
ice to overpower people by
massive showdown does not
work. Police in this particular
case, has failed to prove its skill
in understanding the behav-
ioral pattern of the people of the
locality. Its lacking in negotiat-
ing capabilities and the under-
standing of the art of inter per-
sonal relationship has been
crudely exposed through these
incidents.

This goes to highlight once
again how important an issue it
has become for the authorities
to rethink and reorganise the
whole system of police training.
Already suggestions have come
from concerned quarters that
in order to equip the police
force both physically and psy-
chologically, the government
should give active considera-
tion to the idea of using the

by Jim Davis

YOU'RE GOING
TO TAKE IT.
AREN'T @00 ?

open university. This direc-
tional aspect would have defi-
nitely been better addressed had
the intelligentsia and aca-
demics of the country bounced
new ideas about crea a sys-
tem for an improvement in po-
lice efficiency. For reasons best
known to them scholars of the
country have always f it lh¥
of the challenge of spelling ou

constructively for police re-
form.

Though the idea of reform-
ing the law enforcing personnel
has been in the air for quite
some time now, implementa-
tion of any effective measure
still seem to be long way off.

quite in keeping with the ap-
palling police failure in putting
people in the picture regarding
the horrendous tale of mob vio-
lences in Daserkandi of Demra
and Badda, utterances and as-

We Can Delay Only at Our Own Peril

surances have so far been inef-

fectual. Althnth it is difficult
to lose sight of the problems
making t of the intention of
reform measures, few easy
.simple and common sense ex-
periments, many feel, can be

tried right now. In order to give
a boost to the g relation
between police an le, au-

thorities can use the electronic
media, more preci — didac-
tic mini drama highlighting the
problem and scope ol police in
our society can be run in both
television and radio. Then, bill
boards bearing
and visuals portraying the bad
and good of police-people rela-
tionship can be mounted. In

short, instead of waiting for the
implementation of sweeping

time-consuming reforms au-
thorities should take these up
immediately so that the
a society slowly slipping into
the grip of disintegration and
chaos do not spread further.

INPEEDY-
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Dhaka, Manila agree to| 3 seriously hurt
cooperate in oil, gas
exploration

(NBR) is now in Manila to final-
ize the on the avoid-
ance of taxation between
the two countries.

"We have exc our re-
quest lists for reduction
and elimination of non-tariff
measures for further
bilateral trade between the two
countries.

at the

press con-
ference, Cesar B Bautista said
on the basis of eement
reached in Dhaka last March,
the Philippines sought
Bangladesh's assurance that
repatriation of capital and
profits for Philippines invest-
ment in Bangladesh would be
allowed.

He said Manila also re-
quested Dhaka to facilitate the
inm mﬁr oy by
tec
Phili nies
in construction projects in

Bangladesh. He said. have

ot full assurance from
angladesh side on this two is-
sues.”
Bautista said the Philippine
keen interest to par-
ticipate in oil and gas lo-
ration in adesh. He said
the outcome of the JTC
is the concrete manifestation of
"our future plan to develop bi-
lateral relations, especially in
the field of trade and invest-
ment.”

Earlier, Tofael Ahmed vis-
ited the Philippines Aerospace
Development Centre (PADC)
where he was received by the

esident of PADC. He was

riefed on the activities of
PADC.

PADC was set up in 1973 and

so far 67 aircraft, 44 heli-

.24 and a good num-
ber of aircraft were man-
ufactured here.

In the afternoon. the minis-
ter wvisited a trochemical
plant under Philippine Na-

tional Oil Company at Subic |

Bay.

as extortionists

attack ghee shop
By Staff Correspondent

A g of extortionists at-
| tnckcgﬂ;l ghee trader and his

relatives with sharp instru-
ments at Rama Kanta Nandi
Lane under Kotwali thana in
the old part of the city Sunday
afternoon, police said yester-

The victims, identified as
Shudhir Chandra Ghosh, his
brother Dilip Kumar Ghosh and
nephew Uttam Kumar, sus-
tained deep cut wounds over
their bodies as the attackers
used razors. The injured were
?:lmjttnd to the Mitford Hospi-

The of four, y
led by one identified as tu of
the locality, attacked Shudhir's

hee (clarified butter] :
gada.l Store, at about 1 pm as
had refused to pay a toll of Tk
15,000, hospital sources said.

The gang attacked Shudhir
and his relatives, who were in
the shop at the time. They also
took away some cash from the
shop andy two gold chains from
Shudhir and Dilip.

However, none was arrested
in connection with the incident
till the writing on this report
Monday ht. Two separate
cases were in this connec-
tion.

Bangladesh Samabai
Shilpa Sangstha

By Staff Correspondent

Md Abul Kashem and Md
Enajur Rahman Chowdhury
have been elected chairman and
vice-chairman respectively of
the management council of
Bangladesh Samabai Shilpa
Sunﬁtha. The election was held
on Monday, says a press re-
lease

Other members of the
council are: Mahtabuddin
Ahmed, Alauddin. Abul Kashem
Mia and Md Abdur Rahim.
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|'

a pro-peaple one.

Nair, 43, a well known hu-
man rights personality in the
South an region, made the
observation in an exclussive in-
terview with The Daily Star re-
cently. He came to Dhaka to at-
tend an international seminar
in the city. :

Welcoming the government
announcement for setting up of
an HRC in the country, Nair
said : Before setting up of an
HRC. the government should
circulate a draft law regarding
the planned institution among
the public, especially among
those involved in the civil liber-
ties and human rights move-
ment and incorporate their
views into the legislation con-
cerned. "When it so happens,
the institution in question
stands a fair chance of becom-
ing independent as well as a
pro- e

On the question of an HRC
being effective, Nair said that
the committment and credibility
of those who are to steer the
Commission is very important.
“If proper s are selected
to run such a national level in-
stitution, the chances for it to
contribute towards protecting

and promo human rights in

a coun y brighten.”
Spcg.ang on the genesis of
the Indian Human Rights
Commission, Nair told that it
was set up on a Presidential or-
dinance. "But of late, thanks to
fresh political pressure, some
changes have been made in the
'lji}:r“ ting to the HRC of In-
Talking about the weak-
nesses of the HRC of his coun-
try. Nair also said that it had so

human rights violation by the
armed forces' in different states
of India. In this connection,
Nair recalled that the govern-
ment of India enacted the
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act in 1958 that granted the
army a lot of to deal
with what it calls insurgencies

- For a Pro-pe

ocumentation Centre, maintains that

ctment of a law seekin

Rights Commission in Bangladesh, the government

should circulate a draft bi

incorporate their views to make sure
is really

far been 'unable to address the

HUMAN RIGHTS

prior to
to set up a Human

among the public and
t%nat the institution

threatenning national security.
Initially, the law was enacted
for one year and that to be ap-
lied in a single state. But the
aw is still there after 29 years

of its enactment resen
it is being applfé‘éd#\ uc\rélrf

states of India.

In this regard, Nair was also
critical about the role of Indian
Judiclary. "A writ petition chal-
lenging the Armed Forces Spe-

Powers Act has been pend-
ing with Supreme Court since
1983. The court is yet to hear
the contention of the peti-
tioner.”

Poin out to another limi-
tation of his country's HRC law,
a critical Nair said that a cer-
tain section of the legislation
has granted the Commission
the role of mere a post office.
"After receiving the allegations
of human rights violations, it
can only forward the complaints
to the Ministry of Defence or
Home; it can neither investigate
into the allegations, nor can it
take any actions against the
violators.”

Asked to make comment on
the overall human rights situa-
tion in India, Nair said that in
general they have human rights
problems in terms of custodial

violence and treating of the
prisoners, especiall the
jevennile prisoners in the jails

of the county. "Besides, the
state machinery of India feels
that its sovereignty is being
threatened in Kashmir and the
north-eastern states of India,
while the state does not neces-
mmﬂurms to the bench-

it has set for itself in the
Constitution and other instru-
mentalities.”

On the issue of the self-de-
termination movements in
Kashmir, Panjub and the north-
eastern states of India, Nair
said that usually the question
of self-determination is not eas-

ily understood by either of its

proponents or by those who op-
pose it. It could range from dp -

‘volution or decentralisation of

power o cecession or separa-
tion of a territory. In this re-
gard, each society needs to de-
cide as to what its priorities are.
“The Indian state has histor-
ically been extremely myopic in
terms of looking at the safe-
guards for ethnic minorities,
indeginous communities and
such other groups not belong-
ing to the mainstream Hin
speaking population,” Nair said
adding, "But with the rise of
regional level political parties,
and thanks to the mass move-
ments and political pressure
seeking enforcement of the
populer will of the people, the
state and other establishments

have started making some ad-

justment.”

ﬁ.nal}rainp the human ri%ta
situation of Bangladesh, Ravi
Nair said that the existence and
application of the Special Pow-
ers Act, 1994 is a big problem
in this field. "It seems, from a
recent statement of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, the act will
remain in the statute book" Nair
said. "We hope that she will in-
vest within the act certain legal
safeguards that would check its
arbitrary application.”

ople Institution

An Interview with Activist Ravi Nair by Nurul Kabir
R%r_l‘u: Nair, director of the South Asia Human Rights

T about the situation
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
Nair said : As human ts ac-
tivists, "we are happy" that the

overnment of India and

angladesh have reached an
agreement on the process of
repatriation of the Chakmas
a.;u:{lj;ﬂ;e&la ﬂ"g-ut a bit serious
study of the 20-point agreement
reveals that none of the gov-
ernments have applied tﬁcir
minds in the financial costs in-
volved in the issue. Besides, the
land issue involved in the reha-
bilitation of the ethnic minori
people concerned is still -
dressed."

Giving a brief account of the
im ts to a sound human
rights situation in other South
Asian countries, Nair said that
in Nepal, there are pre-trial de-
tensions and the prisoners re-
ceive unsound treatment in the
jails.

"Internal displacements of
citizens-both Tamils and Sin-
halies is the prime human
rights concern in Sri Lanka
these days," Nair said adding,
"over a million Sri Lankans
have so far displaced from their
homesteads over the last few

ears. Besides, custodial vio-
ence is also there.”

"With authoratarian monar-
chy, Bhutan has been witness-
ing etnic tensions since long,"
Nair said. Besides, they have a
big re%:oge: problem with
around thousand Nepaleese
taking refuge in the eastern

art of Bhutan. On the other

and, three thousand eastern
Bhutanese have moved to
Andhra Pradesh of India.

Situation in Pakistan is
equally bad, Nair observed and
said Pakistan has witnessed
extra judicial killings and inci-
dents of disa arance in the
recent past. e issue of re-
pression of the landless peas-
ants, especially the Biharis is

also th?rc."

Replying to a question in
this rega.r& Ravi Nair opined
that the continuous efforts to
increase public awareness by
civil liberties movements and
mobilising public opinion
against the human rights viola-
tions at national, regional and
international levels could help

resolve the problems.
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US National Library of Medicine Announces

Medical Information Website

Helen Pettigrew writes from Washington

B ANGLADESHI with ace.,
essto the intemet can
LB v

Hitve adtbds to e Lo

MEDLINE, a website ted
the US National Library
Medicine (NLM). the world's
largest medical Ilibrary.
Previously users had to ter
and pay a fee to use MEDLINE
and other NLM services.

The new service was an-
nounced by Vice President Al
Gore at a news conference
hosted by Senators Arlen
Specter and Tom Harkin on
June 26. The vice t was
the first to cond a free search
of the MEDLINE website.

The MEDLINE database
holds the most extensive col-
lection of published medical in-
formation in the world. It al-
lows individuals lrwlnl:a-
tions to search the 8 com-
puter reserve of journal articles

medical infotmation "lhrnuq{
0

High Court premises yesterday.

_f)haka, Warsaw
sign 2 accords

Two ments, one on re-
ciprocal on and protec-
tion of investments and the
other for the avoidance of dou-
ble taxation and the prevention
of fiscal evasion with respect to
taxes on income, were signed
between Bangladesh and Po-
land in Warsaw yesterday,

reports BSS.

The Ambassador of
Bangladesh to Poland. Nazem A
Choudhury, and the Deputy
Minister of the Ministry of
Economy of Poland, Jan I’(.1‘)‘rhl|l—
adaj, signed the agreements on
behalf of their respective gov-
ernments.

Bangladesh already has an
agreement on technical and sci-
entific cooperation, signed in
1974, with Poland.

e i e -
e e
e -

Namaj-e-Janaza of former President Justice Abu Sadat Mohammad Sayem was held at the

nine millilon medical articles
from 70 countries, and is grow-
ing at a rate of over 1,000 arti-

cles day.
vice president noted the
expedience of the website to the

average citizen, and even to
Ehyuh:iana. referring to MED-

INE as a "homepage that
makes house calls.”

"From a computer in the
comfort of your own home or
from one in your neighborhood
library, you will be able to ac-
cess timely and accurate medi-
galm:]nfurn;atin&l. Already

: e a day are usi
MEDUB‘E. %y maki}rng it mnnrﬁ
accessible, free and private, we
can increase that number many
times over." he said.

Also present at the confer-

—3Star photo

wind may occur at

and shahi
rcpaEUHB.

Moderate rain likely
Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with tempor
ulna and Eglhet diﬂlll:lllln{nd at

temperature 34 degree Celsius was
recorded at Dhaka and the lowest 24.5

The sun sets today at 6.50 pm
Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity

over Barisal, Chi

ary
a few places over Dhaka

ivisions during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today,
Met Office also forecast heavy falls at

over Barisal

the period. Day temperature

and Chit divisions during
may rise over the country.
e country's h

degrees at Rangamati.
and rises tomorrow at 5.18 am.

recorded in some major cities and towns were |
City/Town Temperature umidity
in Celsius in percentage
Max Min Morning Evening |
Dhaka 34.0 276 81 86
Chitt ong 29.6 25.5 83 a5 !
Rajshahi 33.7 27.4 80 98

s variety of toples’ Ourfernthy o chmmﬁm Molnarney. a
the 'website comtairis lrm‘ﬁ:fhag‘ * book edifor Y

frtﬂ:l Pennsylvania
who created MEDLINE eight

ars ago, before the World Wide

eb had been invented.
Mcinerey used MEDLINE to re-
search her 74-year-old mother's
cancer.

"My search of the medical
literature in MEDLINE led me
to an innovative surgery for
liver tumors being performed
by a doctor in Ohio,"” she said. "]
feel that the surgery helped my
mother live an additional four
years.”

Later, when Mclnerney's
daughter was diagnosed with
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, she
again used MEDLINE to re-
search treatment options, and
with the help of her doctor, was
able to enroll her daughter in
experimental therapy available

British Film Session:

Lewis Gilbert, will be screened. Organisers:

.only, throygh, clipjcal trial,
Now, two later, h -
el yetpshbriioand W
'=_fﬂm!n-:d {ﬂ-lﬂ‘ ﬂIﬂHﬂﬂty M‘I !
2 .
Vice President Gore, accom-
panied by Dr Donald Lindberg,
director of the National Library
of Medicine, and Dr David Lip-
man, director of the National

Center for Biotechnolo In-
formation, demonstrat the
user-friendly technology to the

public. In just a few minutes the
vice president was able to re-
search information on his
damaged Achilles tendon. He
also discovered methods of pre-
vention for his children's ear
infections.

MEDLINE provides the pub-
lic with easy access to useful in-
formation. "The latest medical
breakthroughs will be at the
fingertips of American fami-
lies,” stated Senator Harkin.

'Educating Rita’, directed by

halachitram Film

Society and The British Council. Venue: British Council audito-

rum.

Fuller Rd. Time: 5:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Buri
meeting will be held. Venue: Sonargaon

+ The weekly
. Time: 5:30 pm.

Rotary,Club of Dhake North Weet: e reay

Tender documents
snatched

A business firm could not
drop its tender schedule as its
papers and documents were
snatched in front of N Bha-
ban Monday, :

Police said Sheikh Muniruz-
zaman and Jamil of Babul Con-
struction went to the City Cor-
poration office to drop a tender
schedule. .

But a group of armed miscre-
ants took away their pa and
documents while rechecking
thumtl the Nagar Bhaban
par ot.

The City Corporation floated
the tender for construction of
road dividers and road mar
from PG Hospital to Mohakh

in the city. |

The business firm an
allegation with Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif and a GD

with Ramna thana in this con-
nection.

Jamaat calls
hartal July 15

Jamaat-e-Islami “Bangla-
desh terday called a coun-
Lqﬂmdf-dl hartal on Ju
15 protesting the circulation
poster Zionists that disgra-
ced Prophet Hazrat Muhammed
(SM) and demanding punish-
ment of their ts in -
desh, UNB.

The call came from a
protest r held at the north

gate of Baitul Mukarram Mos-
que in the afternoon.

13 get Atish Dipankar
Gold Medal 97

Atish Dipankar Research
Council has announced Srigan
Atish Di Gold Medal '97
for 13 eminent personalities in
recognition of their outstan
contributions towards uphold-
ing human values for the devel-
opment of the country and soci-

ety. reports BSS.

Recipients of the awards are
— Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury
ournalism) Sayeda Igbal Mand
u (social service), M A Man-
nan Chowdhury (telecommun-
ication), Md Helal Uddin, Md
Yousuf Ali Howlader (b :
Syed Bazlul Karim (narcotics
control), Mohammed Awlad
Hossain Mia (crime control),
Shahabuddin Nagari (literature)
Dr Iqbal Hassan Mahmud, Dr
Arup Ratan Chowdhury (medi-
cine) Md Idris Mia ( ;
d Ayub Ali (organiser], ul
ashem (customs manage-
ment).
The recipients of the award
will be presented the gold
medals later this month.

Army official joins
UNSMA as Advisor

Colonel Mohammad Akra-
mullah Khan of B adesh
Army left Dhaka for Pakistan
recently to l‘1|oln as mili ad- ~
visor hin H} e United Nations

ssion in Afghanistan

SMA), an ISPR press release
said yesterday, reports BSS.



