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T Trth Laltah than
tion wit a
but was refused. In some other
police stations, he was advised
not to register the FIR till the
situation is favourable.

Mahitul said he has regis-
tered the FIR now because the
situation is not hostile.

Advocate Pran Nath while
defending absconder Maj
(relieved) Shariful Hossain,
said that the principal witness
himself was involved in the
murder as he took such a long
time to ster the FIR.

Mahitul said that the allega-
tion was totally baseless. He
could not file the FIR due to ad-
verse situation, he said.

Mahbubur Rahman, lawyer
of nbscundlng{ accused Bazlul
Huda asked Mahitul how long
did he knew his client.

Mahitul said he first met
Bazlul Huda on a ferry at the
Archia ghat in 1973. He was
probably a captain in the army
at that time, he ;

"Huda used fo come to the
residence of Bangabandhu to
su se the forces of his unit
deployed around the house.”
Mahitul said.

Ruhul Islam, lawyer of ab-

accused Noor Chowd-
hury asked, "How long did you
know my client?"

The principal witness said
that Noor was ADC to Gen. Os-
mani and since Noor and him-
self were freedom ters, they
used to meet at 12, tre Road
in Calcutta during the Libera-
tion War.

Noor used to visit the resi-
dence of Bangabandhu as he
had friendship with Sheikh
Kamal, Mahitul said.

Advocate Mahfuza, lawyer of
Dalim asked whether he saw
Dalim at Bangabandhu's resi-
dence during the incident.
Mabhitul said he had seen Dalim
there at that time.

To a question how did he
know Dalimn, Mahitul said
Dalim used to visit the resi-
dence of Bangabandhu.

Advocate Nazrul Islam,
la of accused Col Shahriar
Rashid Khan asked Mahitul
how long he was in that job.
Mahitul said he was in that job
till 1978. He also told the court
that he was demoted and trans-
ferred from that post.

The lawyer asked when he
was tr erred. Mahitul said
that he could not remmember
immediately.

The lawyer also asked when
he was demoted from his posi-
tion. The principal witness said
that he did not remember the
exact time and that he had de-
posited related papers with the
Investigating Oificer.

The judge then told Mahitul
that he was holding a very im-
portant post d the incident
and that he should remember
the developments regarding his
own job.
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The judge then asked if he
Was urT?; ahitul said he was
tired. j then rmed
el oy el i

The day's proceedings began
at about {l:fﬁ am. At around
12, the judge asked the state de-
fence counsels to start their
cross-examination. A total of

11 lawyers defending the ab-
sconders cross-examined Mahi-
tul Islam till about 2:00 pm, be-
fore the j ordered a break

for 45 minutes.

As the court resumed lgln
after the break, three other
state defence counsels for the
absconders completed their
cross-examination of the wit-
ness around 3:30 pm. Then
the judge invited the state de-
fence to start their cross-exam-
ination.

Gazi Zjllur Rahman de-
fended Lt Col (dismissed) Khan-
daker Abdur Rashid while
Rahul Islam Khan defended Lt
Col (retd) SHMB Nur Chowd-

hury.

levocatc Jashimuddin was
the lawyer for absconding Lt
Col (retd) Md Aziz Pasha w
Fariduddin defended absconder
Lt Col (relieved) AM Rashed
Chowdhury.

Advocate Krishna Pada
Bhoumik was defending Maj
(relieved) AKM Mohiuddin
Ahmed, Advocate Nurul Hugq
was the defence counsel for
Risalder Moslemuddin.

Advocate Khalilur Rahman
defended Capt (relieved) Md
Kismet Hashem.

Advocate Khandaker
Mokhlesur Rahman defended
Capt (retd) Nazmul Hossain
Ansar while Belayet Hossain
was the lawyer of abscondi
accused Capt (retd) Abdul :
Mozammel Hossain Chow-
dhury defended Dafader Marfat
Ali, and advocate M Hanif
defended LD Abul Hashem
Mirdha.

EC-Bangladesh
working group
meets today

A two-day of the Eu-
ropean Cnmmisaiun‘;ﬂllilangla-
desh working up begin
today in Brussels, an EC official
said in Dhaka yesterday,
reports BSS.

The meeting will discuss the
on-going EC-assisted projects
in Bangladesh as well as pro-
jects in the pipeline.

The Bangladesh side will be
led by Abu Saleh, joint secre-
tary, Economic Relations Divi-
sion, while the EC team will be
led by Eric Muller, head of the
technical unit of EC (Asia).

Presently EC is funding over
25 projects in Bangladesh in the
fields of food security, water
management, poverty allevia-
tion and social development.
The total cost of the projects is
Taka 2000 crores.

ransacked in
Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, July 7: The of-
of a foreign company, in-
in constructing the ap-

on ;

Later, nea.rlﬁ 100 e, al-
legaggolsd by Haider, at
the at about 2:30 pm and
damaglnd property worth over
1.':“1 akh, company sources

One killed, 48 hurt
in Jessore road

accident
From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, July 7: One
was killed and others were
injured, in a road accident near
Barin bazar on the Jes-
sore-Jhenaldah highway this
afternoon.

.| Witnesses said Abdul Karim,
76. of Bhazondanga in Faridpur
district succumbed to his in-
uries on way to Jessore General

ospital. His daughter-in-law
and :eﬁrand daughter were also
injured.

The injured were rushed to
the local Combined Military
meﬂ. the Kaligan] Thana
Health Complex and the Gen-
eral Hospital.

The mishap occurred when a
speeding bus from Faridpur
collided with another one and
fell into a roadside ditch at
Mathurapur.

Repatnated tribals
demand proper
rehabilitation

KHAGRACHHARI, July 7:
Tribals who returned ¥rum
refugee camps in India in 1994
staged demonstration today for
their pl":gﬁ:r rehabilitation

implementation of
the 20-point deal with the pre-
sent government, reports UNB.

Hundreds of repatriated
tribal men and women massed
in the hill district headquarters
and in processions paraded dif-
ferent areas to voice their
grievances.

They are among the 5,186

tribesmen of 1,027 refugees
| families who returned in 1994

They submitted a nine-point
memorandum to the Deputy
Commissioner today to hand it
i over to the Prime ister.

Kukis kill 25
in Manipur

GAUHATI, India, July 7: Al
least 25 people were killed and
five injured today when tribes-
men armed with rifles attacked
a village dominated by a rival

community and sprayed bullets
and later set their homes

ablaze, a domestic news agency
said, reports AP.

Activists of the Kuki tribe in
India’'s remote northeast raided
a village of Paitei tribespeople
in the state of Manipur. e
raiders destroyed more than 18
village homes, Press Trust of
India news agency said.

Mongla customs
From page 1

whgvlhe{dumlmttnmm:
and work here,” said a preven-

tive officer requesting
anonymity.

The M Customs House
Employees Coordination
Committee said it would con-
tinue to or se rallies and
wear black if their de-

mands for transfer were not
| met within the deadline. From
July 15 the committee will ob-
serve one-hour work absten-
tion. On July 22 it will observe
three-hour work abstention.
When contacted, a high offi-
cial of the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) said the law
doesn't allow such transfers. He
also denied hlﬂ%ﬁ file for
transfer order in R office.

However. he admitted such

transfer of preventive officers
from Mongla to Chittagong
took place in the past but that
happened through ‘'mutual un-
derstanding.’

"l have invited the -
tatives from the Mongla Cus-
toms House to come and talk to
me,” said the official. "But | can
only tell them that there is no
such provision for transfer.
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BNP activist
kidnapped

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 7: A BNP ac-
tivist was kidnapped by some
gerumu from a wine shop here

unday midnight.

Eye witnesses and police
sald, four persons, wearing
masks, stormed the wine shop

and out the BNP activist
Abdul Aziz Nikari, 40, at gun
point.

The kidnappers, soon left
the place in a microbus firing
two shots.

Cricketers

From page 1

highly rejuvenated after win-
ning the ICC Trophy in Kuala

Bangladesh will take on
Pakistan on July 16 at Pre-
madasa Stadium in Colombo.
However. Pakistan will play
against host Sri Lanka at the
;nm stadium on the inaugural

Y.

Mahbub’s body

From page |
row.
BSS adds: State Minister for
Planning and Civil Aviation
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir yes-
terday informed the Jatiya
Sangsad that Bangladesh Bi-
man would pay Tk one lakh to
the family of late Mahbub.

Making a statement under
Rule 62 of the Rules of Procedure
in reply to the adjournment
motion moved Jafrul Islam
Chowdhury (BNP-Chitt nn&l
and M Shahidul Iulamaﬁﬂﬂ -
Jhenidah), Alamgir said Biman
would return the body of
Mahbub to his family after the
completion of all formalities.
The is now under the cus-
tﬂdi of Saudi government, he

in the current session of the
parliament,” she added.

About BNP's demand for

rnﬁurunnatt representation
n the committees according to
each party's strength in the
House, the Prime Minister said,
"we like to assure them that
representation of Opposition
lawmakers in standi com-
mittees will be higher than
what they (BNP) had provided
us in the fifth Parliament”.

She reminded that four of
the Sangsad Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) members were
taken from the Opposition
whereas there were only two

tion MPs in BAC in the

Fifth Parliament. "Yet., the
Leader of the tion
Khaleda Zia) did not attend a

single meeting of the BAC", said
Hasina, adding that as chair-
man of the standing commit-
tees on establishment and de-
Tence ministries in Fifth Par-
liament the then Leader of the
House also did not preside a
single meeting of those commit-
tees

“We are showing magnanim-
ity. Several letters were sent,
dialogue was on so that they
give us the names of their
nominees”, Hasina said.

Replying to a question, the
Prime Minister said that rela-
tionship between her party and
i the Opposition has become

“Enough time given

closer’ and ‘cordial’ over the
:;at one }rc?r. "From the very

nning of coming to r
thlhad l:itcndcd nugr hanmf
cooperation and unlike all pre-
vious ments we refrained
from :lalnlr? the Opposition
leaders. We did not even ar-
rested the vote thieves of Febru-
a:{‘ 15 farcical polls for the
sake ol cooperation”, Hasina
said

She. however, regretted the
July 3 hartal called by BNP.
"Why have they called hartal
even after holding of a free and
fair by-election in Manikganj
and after withdrawal of many
taxes initially proposed in the

gﬁfikh Hasina urged the
Leader of the sition to ac-
cept the invitation to partici-
pate jn BTVs 'Face the e
prugrl;]nunr. "Instead ulpl'.;oaparta[-
programme, go to TV and ex-

plain to the people the areas
where you think the present
government has failed”.
Responding to another query
on Begum Khaleda Zia's recent
statement on the Armed Forces,
the Prime Minister said, "she
should come out of her Can-
tonment residence if she wants
to prove her endearment to the
Armed Forces". Hasina won-
dered why she (Begum Zia) was
doing politics residing in Can-

tonment.
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Pﬂwer_impon
Indian team to
visit Pakistan

shortly

CALCUTTA, July 7: A high-
Indian delegation will

shortly visit Pakistan to ex-
plore the possibilities of im-
porting electricity for the coun-

%s northern region, reports

The World Bank has already
expressed its wil to ne-
gotiate in the matter.

"With the emergence of a
number of independent

power
projects, Pakistan has come out

as a power-surplus country and
India seeks to import energy
from that country,” accordi
to Power Grid Corporation

India (PGCI) sources here.

BNP MPs

From page 1
fuzullah Farid.
The MPs all that the lo-

cal leaders of the ruli

were interfering with the nor-
mal activities of the port for
their own interest and to estab-
lish their dominance over the

port.

The Chittagong port has be-
come the pawn of a vested
quarter, they said, adding that a
local leader of the ruling
recently said "India has a right
over the Chitt i~

The opposition BNP law-
makers said the deadlock had
been “created by this political
quarter conspiratorially to
pave the way for implementing
the government's plan to allow
Inil.:n to use the Chittagong

Crisis at Ctg

From page |

stranded, creating congestion,
A senjor official said, each
stranded ship had been incur-
rin%dtgl average demurrage of
10, dollars a day, which ul-
timately would be passed on to
the importers.

Commissioner of Chit
Customs House Abul Kt:inlg
said that the deadlock had
caused a loss of revenue earning
of the Customs auth by
about Tk 100 crore in pas
five days.

President of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry Jafrul 1slam Chowdhury
has urged the Prime Minister
and the Minister for Shipping
to take immediate steps to re-
store activities at Chittagong
Port.

Meanwhile, the Deputy
Minister for Port and Shipping
arrived here this evening for
holding a meeting with all con-
cerned for resolving the issue,

officials said.

| the

. From page 1
He roughly calculated that
o would cost five

Rupsha Bridge 400 million dol-

lars.

o BT
a

proached Japan to reconlkg'

its earlier decision of stopping
debt relief from 1998.
the

Res to a query,
Prime ster said, JICA had
already an assess-
E:;gtut and that an

exclusively for Japanese

She also said that was
pmm f o enhanc-
3 or pr anc-
ities in :

517:‘3!‘!'! a resume of her
visit lai.dthl.tdtmm

Bus service from
Barisal suspended
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 7: Bus service
between Barisal and Dhaka, Ra-

pended &m: The
transport strike followed
clashes between rival ps of
workers at Mostafapur in
Madaripur district.

28 shops gutted
at Sitakund

CHITTAGONG, July 7: At
least 28 shops were gutted at
Baraiyahat under unda
thana, some 30 km off here
early today, reports BSS,

The fire from an
electric short-circuit at a
engulfed the entire bazar
4:;umI kly. Fire Service and police
said.

Two fire units from
Sitakunda and Feni stations
rushed to the spot and t

the fire under control after two
hours. The loss could not be as-
certained immediately.

JMB project
From page 1

?Dﬂﬂ ;ﬂnﬂ g:} compensation

rom C if th for

their land to the Al 024 n.
BRAC would also help the

s caused by the
ject. As they would
sation for rive erosion,
the land owners would not lose
their ownership. If his or her

o e K

property accreted in a
natural way within years,
the owner could take pos-

session of his or land.
BRAC will set up four offices
in the specified area and ap-
point 35 persons to implement
process of compensa-
tion to the

till
the year 2000. propee

audience with the Japanese
: J e Prime Mini i3

ster,
she he::i talks on various bilat-
eral, regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
Cern.

She noted that for imple-
mentation of the ambitious

formed an investors team,
which will visit Bangladesh
soon fo investment
portunities here”, Hasina :
about her visit to

question
ttagong Port for-
e inwnthmc
M m“ﬂm ﬁaljnd "Such distur-
bllm no wa Ilﬂlp our
efforts for attr:ctln]; foreign

investment. If 1 wll
take lter:t :hcttlnnmmr{vcrtln the
Pr%She told mpﬂ:: .
forei investments totalling

1675 million US dollars were
made in

power

1996-97 and another 265 mil-
lion dollars are already
pipeline to be invested in 1998.

Sheikh Hasina dedicated the
honor Doctorate of Law,
wn!u'l:a on her by the Waseda
University of Japan, to the
people of the country.

Walkout

From page 1

the BNP and M K
Anwar who o the bill,
she said the nomenclature of

bl e o

with the BNP members absent
in the House. Jaﬂl{ln Party did
not the bill. The pro-

slation was eventu-
ally sent to a special committee
for scrutiny.
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