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Highly Condemnable

There is a brazen-faced devilry of a kind writ
large on the blasphemous act of a Zionist clique in
Jewish-occupied Palestinian city of Al-Khalil that
seems unparalleled in the chronicle of religious
ou even in that volatile tract of the Middle
East. We find no words strong enough to decry the
demeaning of the holy Quran and the Prophet of Is-
lam through posters whose vicious caricature of
the most profound and precious sentiments of the
Muslim world was a deliberate attempt at setting
back the on-going peace process in the ME.

The sensibilities have been hurt on a global
scale regardless of whether a country is Muslim or
non- Muslim; because there is a spontaneously
trenchant disapproval of such communal vitiation
in the normal, civilised ethos.

In a unanimous resolution passed by the Jatiya
Sangsad on Saturday, the sacrilege has been
roundly and forcefully condemned as an expres-
sion of our national disgust over it. The Pales-
tinian administration should spare no efforts to
unveil the conspiracy behind it and get the Tel
Aviv authorities punish the culprits at the earli-
est. That could only be a small consolation for the
anguish suffered in the Muslim hearts on account
of the devilish excess in the Al Khalil city.

We take the opportunity of reaffirming
Bangladesh's full support for an independent and
sovereign Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its
capital.

No Witch-hunt, Please

Opposition leader Khaleda Zia on Sunday called
upon people to be wary of intellectuals allegedly
hired by the government who, serving the interest
of some foreign nation, issue statements main-
taining, for example, that Bangladesh does not
need an army. Warning those intellectuals of dan-
gerous consequences she quite nonchalantly went
on to equate the army with the state. Begum Zia
has every right to disagree with any view that
comes out in the press and criticise it even viru-
lently, if she so feels. But be careful, freedom of
thought and freedom of speech are sacrosanct in
democracy. If necessary oppose, even vehemently,
what is being said. But why is the threat? Why is
the slur on the integrity of the speaker— and on a
-section of the intellectual community? And she, as
a past Prime Minister and also a possible future
one, must see that her posture does never act to
inhibit freedom of speech and of expression. She
has trampled both these canons.

Begum Zia's labelling some intellectuals whose
views irk her as anti-state hired agents of some
foreign government is fraught with the danger of
initiating an intellectual witch-hunt which must
at all cost be resisted at the very outset. In fact, she
is throwing stones living in a glass-house. For al-
thomgh, she.doesn't have, any intellectual preten-
sion®; she has quite-a bevy. of writers and teachers
following her ‘and’intellectualising her every pos-
ture. The Frankenstein she is creating may indeed
hurt her intellectual admirers. It is true that quite
a few of her intellectuals have smarted under gen-
eral hostility reserved for those acting and preach-
ing not particularly in consonance with the emer-
gence with this state and its founding principles.
But an intellectual witch-hunt should be resisted
irrespective of who it hurts. For such a thing would
stifle all thought and as such undermine all free-
doms in the nation. Regimentation and dictation
would take over making us into an awful medieval
anachronism completely unfit for even survival
in the new millennium. Democracy would be doo-
med.

If one expresses a certain opinion about the
Army, it is first of all for the leaders of Khaleda
Zia's standing to uphold his or her right to do so
and then counter it with her own arguments if she
finds it unacceptable. For, in a democracy no pro-
fession whatsoever should be tabooed from discus-
sion. Begum Zia appears to be confused about the
burden of her office. She has a way of speaking in
extremes. If it continues for long, her public utter-
ings would be divested of all meaning and signifi-
cance. That will be a sad thing to happen to one
who is loved and followed by a vast multitude of
our people. |

Why not Intervene?

Playing football with the premier sea port of the
country has resulted in its becoming dysfunctional
again. Only in March, Chittagong port was brought
to a standstill by a five-day strike. Matters had
then come to a head on the entirely unavoidable
question regarding the use of private handling
equipment at the port. It turned out to be a fight for
handling rights between the provenly obstructive
port employees and the remedy-seeking port users.

A patchwork was flaccidly sewn across the fault
line and no sooner had the work resumed gingerly
a fresh gyration of troubles began — this time
around a tiff over the cargo handling rights be-
tween the merchant labourers and coastal hatch-
workers. We wonder what vested interests kept
them from working in a healthy tandem!

Again we have had a five-day shutdown and this
time around the congestion took on a horrendous
magnitude — 46 vessels waiting at the wharves and
the outer anchorage with 24 more slated to arrive
in the current month, and the container stock-pile
exceeding the accommodation capacity by a wide
margin. Needless to say, import deliveries have
been as severely affected as rt cargo loadings.

Wizened by the exacerbated events at the port, we
would like to pronounce from the house-top that
Chittagong port is far too troubled for jokes such as

palliatives and patchwork. It has become a den of
entrenched and conflicting interests that are

hardly amenable to exhortations striking the
thematic chords like 'foreign shippers will turn
?:my frtl)nn;ld tt}"u: Ct? Port' or 'continuation of trouble

eans n e private sector to take over,’
beware, etc. ; = >

It is time now to emphasise the strategic impor-
tance and essential service status of the port for the
sake of stabilising its conditions ependably
thro a governmental assertiveness. Let all the
heads be put together for this to happen.
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WO recent news itemg
published in a few dailies

show that the ran-
leaders of the ades
Nationalist Party (BNP) were

divided over the party's policy
matters.

The first news item, pub-
lished in The Dally Star said
that a section of the BNP lead-
ership had opposed the idea of
enforcing the eight-hour shut-
down across the country, while
another section strongly de-
manded the hartal. Both the
sections separately put forward
their arguments to the party
chief Khaleda Zia. She eventu-
ally met the demand of the sec-

ond Tﬁup.
second news items said
that a group of BNP leaders has
been uading Khaleda to re-
s to the recent
elevision invitation to attend
a live interview session, while

lnﬂthcrﬂm.lp her to
attend the proposed .fru-
amme. Reportedly, Khaleda

is still undecided over the

sul :
tzl?-vva, the cynics might

in t the phenomenon as a
visible 'co ' between the
BNP %ﬂt we find
it to be a sign politi-
cal atmosphere, w‘.lmﬁ party
leaders can fearlessly
their views on issues havi
implications in socio-politic
and economic life of the citi-
zens. We also believe that such
exercise in the internal work-
ings of a party can help the
party chief to at a rela-
ti correct decision.

owever, the important
questions involved in the pre-
sent cases are that which group
the BNP Chairperson is attach-

ing more importance to and

Great Power Transitions of Our Time

Till the transitions both in China and Russia, take a final shape

ISTORICALLY, the gr-

eat upheavals of global

proportion were caused
during the periods of rapid
power transitions. Because the
power transition often led to
pre-emptive strikes by decli-
ning power against the rising
competitor or on by
rising power who felt that its

ace in the global system was
behind its total poten-

tial. Wars could result also from

security dilemmas between the
rising power and counter bal-
ancing coalition like those
leading up to World War | and to
an extent, the Gulf War in 1991.
The rise and fall of Napoleonic
France as well as Germany's
rise before both the world wars
catalysed some of the catas-
trophic wars of modern times.
After the World War II, the rela-
tive rise of the United States
and Soviet Union ensued a pe-
riod of yet another dangerous
conflict — a nerve-racking cold
war ‘spanning over’ several

decadeés,

Today, again there is a simi-
lar phenomenon in the interna-
tional scene with at least two
great powers undergoing ra
power transition — one steadily
ri and other steeply declin-
ing. Indeed, China has risen
faster than most people antici-
pated and the Soviet Union and
then Russia has declined fur-
ther and faster than almost
anyone expected. We are thus in

a period of rapid power transi-

tion with an unpredictability of
the magnitude and direction of
those transitions constituting a

major source of future conflict.
Can the phenomenon spar
a major conflagration in to-
day's world when several
checks and balances to prevent
such crises are in operation?
How potent is either or both
these countries in transition as
a threat to international peace
and securi
China rapidly becomin

world's second-most powerfu
nation will be a predominant
factor in global politics as the
world takes shape in the new
millennium. Although China's
rise dates back to late '70s when
under Xiao-ping, its econ-
omy 0
leap, it was not until early '90s
that siie started articulating her
newly acquired position and
exercising her independent
choices in world politics. Many
factors contribute to China's
more assertive stance, not least
its sense of being Asia's natu-
rally dominant power. China's
sheer size and inherent

.and its
turies of

mess to redeem cen-

pelling it towards a hegemonic

k off

up and made a t

, its conception of itself
as a centre of global civilisation

umiliation are pro-
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Khaleda Zia Must Face the Nation

by Nurul Kabir
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the interview to be an effective form of making the top politicians some sort of accountable to the voters.

what kinds of
ent an

inions she is
on top of all,

whether the decisions she is_

making really benefit the
country — even her party.

On the issue of enforcing a
country-wide hartal in protest
against the 'd t-shy,
anti-people national budget’,
the first group of BNP ers

maintained that the had
made a lot of points st the
budget during discus-

sions on it in u':.Elu: Jatiya
Sanﬁsad Arguing t the -
%cuﬂad heﬂ and lﬂﬂli em
‘anti-people’ as-
pects n% budget live on radio
Eﬂ tclmdmlim. thnn:éd said that
not to regis-
ter further protest by
a hartal also hinted to
the BNP chief that people might
not like the on an issue that
mhlfh i}ﬁ*:e so far been said
about. is group comprises
most ul;]thc front-r pﬂlead+
ers in the parliament wi
Ly ———
. CO
most of those failed to be
to the present Parliament and a
few youngsters known to be
privi in the party, argued
thth:t the protests made inside
Sangsad was not adequate.
They further that if the
party failed to call a hartal,
people might question the par-
ty's love for the common
who are g to be
the budget for 1997-98. This

group also referred to innumer-
able strikes and shutdowns en-

forced by the Awami League
against the BNP government

between 1991 and 1 ]

Khaleda Zia eventually went,

for hartal on the 3rd of July.
While so, she just forgot
what negative interpretations
she u to give about hartals
when she was in the driving
seat of the . Besides, she
did not consider the fact that
with the un-edited Sangsad pro-
ceedings now broadcast live —
which was not a reality when
the BNP was in power, the peo-
ple these days do not need to be
reminded of what positions has
been taken which party on
what issues. who stood
the hartal perhaps did n
point out to this new phe-
nomenon.

Before giving in to the argu-
ments of the 'H{otugnniitl of
hartal, the B Chairperson
perhaps did not take into ac-
count one important thing: the

usual psyche of the politiclans
failing to win Is. We have
seen in the nineties that
the AL leaders had failed to

get elected to the Fifth Parlia-
mtl:;ldnd always been for m
tals agitations against
government. The psychologists
are the right persons to say
whether :I)' sense of ﬁut sub-
consciously prompt ‘unsuc-
cessful' leaders to see

in disorder, and thus creating a
situation of an e elections
so that they can satisfy their

ego by restoring the 'lost pride’

as soon as :
If that is so, the nnumcl:u
haps can no more afford to
show respect for such anarchic
attitudes. Besides, Khaleda Zia
needs to understand that those
who argue that the innumerable
hartals did not make the AL
unpopoular in the early
nineties are . It was not
the hartals that the AL to
power, rather it was some {dﬂ-
ical obstinacy and elector
blunders of the BNP that con-
tributed to the AL's winning of
the last general elections, espe-

cially the of the fraudu-
hﬂt’l’h election in '97.
e you ers’ un-
uallﬁletfl:lly rt blymbfe last
rtal could possi ex-
plained by their lack of politi-
cal far-sightness'. Without

questioning their love for the
. for the shutdown is

t to be enforced, we can

say that the you liticians
perhaps failed tnn‘m;:lerltmd
that the hartal would further
affect the toiling masses, and
thus contribute to invite a slide

in the party support among the

poor.
On the question of the TV in-
vitation for Khaleda Zia to at-
tend an interview session
which would be telecast live, the
tion came from the same
goup that persuaded Khaleda
a to call hartal. The group is
arguing that with the
overnment still having abso-
ute control over the electronic
media, the programme might

the world

guw: to be counter-productive
the

BNP. They ap-
prehension that the authori-

ties were likely to select a

of experts strongly biased
nst the BNP, and they

might deliberately ask ques-

. however,

tions to embarrass Khaleda Zia.
The other grou
that she accept
the invitation :lpd take the op-
portunity to inform the people
about the ° ssive measures'
the an;'l}tlhu been taking
t its tical owncnt
also at she
should exploit the
to expose the 'anti- u?:n
the government has so far
taken. This is also of the
opinion that aleda Zia is
Hm:nrt enough to face all puu;_
question coming out even
a biased panel.
Since the BNP chief is yet to
say no' to the BTV invitation, it
would be an injustice on
Khaleda Zia to say right at the
moment that she has al
given into the ideas of those
leaded for hartal But her si-
on the issue indicates that
she is attaching more impor-
tance to those dissuading her to
the invitation.

, the TV authorities
issued the invitation to Khaleda
Zia the day after Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina had faced

quc:ﬂm from a pa:l}el of ex-
perts a group of selected
audience on June £3 last.

With the Premiere facing
various questions, some of

- nervously waich the

would, however,
intricate interplay of the conflictual factors of both domestic politics and international safeguards.

role at least in Asia.

Its obvious goal is to ensure
that no country in the rTun,
whether Japan seeking oil ex-

loration right in the East
hina Sea or Thailand allow-
ing American naval vessels to
dock in its ports, will act with-
out utmﬁ;:]mna'. interest in
considera . It seems almost
indisputable that within a
dec or two China will seek to
become unt on its
side of the Pacific. s would
in all likelihood bring China in
clash with the United States
which has an established ob-
jective in the Asia Pacific : not
to let an country become
decisively dominant in the re-
on. The South China Sea and
aiwan are the immediate flash
points where Sino-American
cl are possible as China's
miliary . power eontinues: to
ides, another ]ponlh[c
Sino-American riva rgnlmay
stem from a new glo ar-
rangements in which China

with her bu?mng power and
Pmstigc can be catapulted to the
eadership of a network of
states inimical to western ob-
jectives and interests. Symp-
tomatic of the trend are China's
close military coo tion with
Russia, its technological and
political help to the Islamic
countries of Central Asia and
North Africa and its looming
influence in East Asia. All these
factors, taken together, put it at
the centre of an informal con-
cert of states which would one
day challenge the prolonged
domination of the western
civilisation.

China's spectacular eco-
nomic achievement has already
added a fourth pole to the eco-
nomically tripolar world (the
poles being the USA, Euro
and Jap and according the
most forecasts China will be the
world's second-largest economy
only by the turn of the century.
Obviously she is now moving
fast to balance it with her mili-
tary buildup — a key dimension
of national power. China is en-
gaged now in one of the most
expensive and rapid military
buildup in the world — one that
has accelerated in recent time.
Can such a development be
without its fallout? It is not
surprising that with her mili-
tary muscle strengthened, she

has physi occupied some of
the disgut reefs of oil rich
South China Sea and openly

intimidated Taiwan in a spec-
tacular display of her aggres-

sive capability. Even before the
Taiwan incident of early 1996,

China was acquiring airborne
early warning technology In
Europe and Israel and develop-
ing its own Inflight refuelling
tec ues to extend the range
of its lanes.

Now with a deal with Russia,
she has acquired two destroyers
equip with modern cruise
missile. China has also ac-
quired SU-27 fighter bomber
and Russian Kilo class sub-
marines. In recent years, she
has built 34 modern warships
on its own and a fleet
of M-9 and M-1! mobile
launched missiles. It has ex-

ded its rapid reaction force

m 15000 to 200,000. China
is. of course, the only Asian nu-
clear and has since de-
plo its nuclear weapons with
inter-continental reach. Defy-
ing the wishes of the West

carrietdr

4o -balf the size the Soviet

Because no nation with its sta-
tus quo disturbed by China's ex-

panding sphere of control

would voluntarily abdicate its
status.

Almost corresponding to
China's rise there has been a
Tﬂuﬂﬂn of power in Rus-

: recently a super- .
A truncated lllaﬂ“pm

roblem is that of one caught
tween his lofty ambitions
and reduced capabilities. Many
Russians cannot conceive of
abandoning their country’s tra-
dition as a great power while its
shri may not allow
it to be so far long. In the wake
of Soviet Union's Rus-
sia faces economic, military
and political shortco that
directly constrains its interna-
tional role. Russia's economy is
's

its final days,
recently’=" 10 e 'ed six itrnl‘}l
her nuclear arsenal. It is the in¢.’; Between -
third largest nuclear power and kick : '
only after the USA and Russia. election of last year exacerbated

Yet China will have to go a long Russia's problem with tax col-
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) by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz
way to acquire the high-tech lection already behind
battle capability as exhibited anticipated revenues. Borrow-
the coalition forces in the G ing abroad is likely to remain a

War. When China will have that

capability which she is deter-

mined to acquire, it cannot be

without its wide and far-reach-
uences.

This massive military
buildup is rendered potentially
da?cmua when it is to be oper-
a by a government haﬂnﬁ
monopolistic and unlimite
hold on power. In its entire
3000 years of history China has
developed no concept of a im-
ited government, protection of
individual right and indepen-
dence for judiciary and media.
On the contrary, China was al-
ways ruled by a self-selected
and sclf-faerpetuatmg clique
whether of imperialistic or pro-
letarian l:luc. China has made
great strides ensu rosper-
ous life for its tcnﬁf I;};rljl]i«:u'nu'.v,
ai;feople but it remains essen-

ly unstable with increasing
xenophobic impulses among
the new generation of Chinese.
S0 long China's power build-up
continues there will be an un-
easy peace but nobody knows
what would be the shape of
things once that stage is over.

feature of Russian economy for

decades. Dnlly natural resources
— particularly the energy — will
remain the foothold for Russia's

lace in world economy, but

ssia hardly affords the heavy

capital investments to explore
this sector.

Russian military is in a dol-
drum and there are few signs of
its immediate recovery. Russia
still remains a pre-eminent nu-
clear power but Soviet Union's
ability to project great conven-
tional power is in ruin. Whether
measured by quantitative stan-
dards like the number of for-
mations, tanks, fighter aircraft
or warships at sea or such qual-
itative factors as morale and
fighting spirit the military is in
crisis. At places its personnel
receives no sal for months.
It lacks adequate housing, heat-
ing, clothings and rations. As a
result, the Russian military at
the moment is a demoralised
and ineffective fighting force.
Widespread draft dodging has
left the military a conscript
pool with poor qualification
and physical health. Infectious

diseases and corruptions are
ram t throughout the Army.
Sustenance ol nuclear force
that gives Russia its interna-
tional standing consumes the
lion's share of defence budget
and little is left for desperately
needed training and equipment.

Compounding Russia‘s eco-
nomic and mili decline is
the political confusion and
fragmentation that has over-
taken the country. Although a
communist return has been
averted throu Yeltsin's re-
election it has in no way solved
the state's basic weaknesses —
particularly the erosion of a
central authority. In the ab-
sence of effective Central Coor-
dination, individual ministers
make their own policy. So

much so that the minister for
atomie secures contracts

with 'Iran and China and an:'

nounces the need for new
smaller atomic weapons. Even
the decisions regarding mili-
tary intervention or sales of
advanced weapons seem to be
B:n with the provinces, the

binet officers, local Com-
manders or factory managers.
The confusions at the Centre
coupled with the proliferation

of decision makers make it dif- .

ficult to understand what really
the Russian Policy is. This ren-
ders transparency of Russia's
internal politics impossible.
Russia's problems are still
deeper. The future of its demo-
cratic reforms and economic
rehabilitation with a market
orientation is uncertain. All
through its history as a great
cuun:g Russia never experi-
mented even with elementary
ideas of . The coun-
try which is yet to become a
modern nation state cannot be
expected to turn overnight into
a democratic policy after cen-
turies of monarchic rule and
Communist monarchic dicta-
torship. The goals for economic
reforms remain unattainable
in Russia, basically an inward
loo state. In last six years
the enly phenomenon that has
wIl in Russia is its illusory
opes of maintaining Russia's
place in the world as a country
to be reckoned with.
to Primakov, the redoubtable
foreign minister, "Russia was
and remains a great power. And
like any great power, ltaﬂl:ollq
must be many-vector and
multifaceted”. But when such
ambitions are faced with gross
limitations on capabilities a
dangerous brand of ultrana-
tionalistic feelings brews up
among the frustrated new gen-
erations of Russia. They become

them were really hard-hitting,
it is only natural that the peo-
ple have developed an aspira-
tion to see the leader of the op-
tion also facing gquestions
om, if not same, the similar
experts and audience.
The exercise introduced by
the BTV has been
many, perhaps because the
have considered the in-
t?nricw to h:han effective form
of making the top politicians
some sort of accountable to the
voters.

While in power, Khaleda Zia
had frequently told people that
the ﬂapouitinn should have
played a constructive role in a
parliamen democracy and
needed to be equally account-
s rmeees )
was, therefore, on
that the Leader of tﬁ: Opposi-
tion would readily agree to meet
the challenge of facing the
panel and the audience as well.

On the apprehension of a

panel biased against her
-pirty.bcﬁil]gleda Zia is free to

suggest to the BTV authorities
about the composition of the
panel. Same could be the case
with the selection of the 'select-
ed' audience. As long as a non-
partisan attitude is main-
tained, people will support her

position.
But the interview
session is to be
as Khaleda Zia's reluctance en-
sure her accountability b-{ -
ing genuine questions. [t is,
therefore, up to Khaleda Zia
whether she would pay heed to
i L s e o
to
tless hartals and dissuade
er to courageously face ques-
tions.

increasingly sceptical about a
productive partnership with the
western countries which no
more appear an attractive
model if a's greatness is to
be upheld. If the post-Soviet
trust and cooperation between
Russia and the West break
down, that may portend a pe-
riod of confrontation takin
the shape of a new wave of ¢
War.
In spite of the developments
taking place in both China and
Russia there are cautious opti-
mism that none of the paths
thruuil: which power transi-
tions have historically led to
conflict is very probable now.
The transitions within China
are no doubt ominous and have
given I:inte mtg occasional ten-
sions bu ‘engagement pol-
icy," for China pursued nﬁ?ﬂ
great — the USA, Europe
and Japan — has had several
key successes. Chinese be-
haviour on the proliferation of
weapans of destruction
and means of their delivery has
over the past decade.
China is 4 member of Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty and has also
supported comprehensive Test
Ban ratification in 1996. In ad-
dition, China has participated
in a number of mufti]atera] re-
onal dialogues includin
EC and the ASEAN Regio
Forum (ARF) and it has nor-
malised its relations with
South Korea and Japan.

Likewise, Russia also was
involved in most aspects of the
new security architecture
emer in Europe. It is an ac-
Eva participant mhlhe OSCE, it

as signed an ambitious part-
l'n'--.ruh!.lil t with the EU
and it has also joined the Part-
nership for Peace. In addition
to these European ties, Russia
with US support is beco
more deeply involved in the G-
process and m closer to
membership in the World Trade
Or sation. The e ment

. pursued by the West is

ased on the tion that
China and Russia mtl:-n I'Emﬂlnmﬂd
il:nPorta.nt ayers in the

itics il.m!)l tga:l the prospects
or international security can
be brighter only with their co-
operation. S the ultimate
success in this is contin-

t more on domestic political

in the states with
the to disrupt any in-
ternational mechanisms of
peace and security. Till the
transitions both in China and
Russia, which may take indefi-
nitely | time in the case of
Russia, a final shape the
world would however nervously
watch the intricate interplay of
the conflictual factors of both
domestic politics and interna-

tional safeguards.

Sign of transparen

Sir, Very recently, the AL
government has completed its
one year of incumbency. To ob-
serve this anniversary the PM
has made her special atten-
dance in a question and answer
show of B which has also
been participated by persons
from almost all significant
walks of life. In this pro-
gramme, persons, mentioned
above, questioned PM to clarify
her government's achievements
and positions on various na-
tional and international issues.
She spontaneously responded
to all the questions.

Undoubtedly such attitude of
the PM is highly admirable, be-
cause this concept of trans-
parency reflects her democratic
view which is badly needed for
brlngin.ﬁ up a fledgling democ-
racy like ours. [, therefore,
thank our PM as a member of
student society for her such lib-
eral political attitude which
would strengthen the now-pre-
vailing Ig:rup tious environment
of republican politics and hope
that such kind of very attrac-
tive as well as constructive pro-

amme will be nuntlnuedp by
at least twice or thrice a
year.
Md Moshiur Rahman
Dept of English, JU

SRS

— e

= P

—

—
o e
R

== s

—

N

VIP cows

Sir, One hundred and fifty
cows imported by a private
dairy firm from Australia
were flown to the Zia Interna-
tional Airport recently. Luck-
ily I was present there and was
very surprised to see that
some officials were in a bi
hurry when thll:_y landed a.mf
photographers from some na-
tional dailies were so eager to
get their picture!

Naturally, I was jealous
and prayed to the Almighty:
"Can you make me an Aus-
tralian cow?"

Mos Sohel
R-7, H-71, Banani, Dhaka.

Dealing with politics
Sir, In the editorial page of
May 1, on two issues it is diffi-

cult to concur: the first editorial

on spoiling the public servants;
and the opinion on a political
summit of Hasina and Khaleda.

The editorial should have
gﬂinted out lthe Fnﬁnnnun and
amaging role of then opposi-
tion part_*,gm 1994-95 to 131': the
civil servants to sell their neu-
trality for "a pot of rice”. This
damage a to be irrepara-
ble, and will haunt the country

for long. The question is how to
extract suitable compensation
from the parties responsible for
this sti perpetuated on the
image of the public servants.
"Summits" follow the trian-
gle concept: go up from the base
upwards, layer by layer, and
distill t»c Z..i. agenda for the
sumunit meeting. The founda-
tion has to be laid first. It is not
a contest of TV tamasha.
A Zabr
Dhaka

Prejudice or phobia?

Sir, There exists a close rela-
tion between various Islamic
practices and the lunar calen-
dar. All the Islamic schedules
are subject to lunar calendar.
As ours is a country of the sec-
ond largest Muslimm population,
most of our holidays are ascer-
tained by the lunar calendar. As
regards Dhaka University, the
offices remain closed for 38
days in a year. Out of these 38
holidays, total 25 days are de-
termined by lunar calendar
when the remaining 8 dign. and
5 days are fixed by the English
and Bangla calendars respec-
tively.

Strangely enough, the lunar
calendar is not shown on the
yearly calendars of the univer-
sity. This prejudice against lu-

nar calendar cannot be justified
by any consideration. peo-
ple of our country maintain a
tie-up with all these three cal-
endars. So each should be held
by true respect and regard. It is
our self-defeating temperament
that makes us ignore the lunar
calendar which can be termed
as Islamic calendar also. My
humble request to the author-
ity concerned of the Dhaka
University to include lunar cal-
endar in the coming sessions
side by side with the other two.
Mahmud

Dhaka University

BAI Dhaka

Sir, The desh 1-
E:l;:ﬂ] h;&mutc L Al), Dé]su a has
n er -year -
culture = mrl:-: nlnmm.
It is the sincere endeavour of

the academicians at BAI to
duce highly skilled and quali-
fied agri-graduates. In order to
strengthen our efforts and en-
deavour, we would like to re-
uest all the agriculture-related
epartments/organisations of
the government as well as the
private sector to please send
information/copies of their
latest findings/publications to
BAI and other three agri-col-
leges so that we can let our stu-
dents know and learn about the

Plnnccﬂn
BTV p

latest developments in agricul-
tural research, extension and

other related disciplines.
M Zahidul H

aque
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-

1207
Achieving
development

Sir, I congratulate the pre-

sent government and the per-
sons concerned for pla}'h; a

role by arran

'‘Deshbashir Mukhomukh ‘ng

a
rogramme in which the

PM was asked different ques-
tions by the civic society.

Indeed this was a new step in
the history of democracy in
Bangladesh, which started its
renewed journey in 1991. [t
seems that democracy of this
cnuntl? is getting more and
more fair look day by day.

Though the standard of our

democracy is far below than
that of our neighbouring coun-
tries like India or Sri a,
yet it gives us some sense of
ride that we are no longer go-
ng backwards by army cou
and vote rigging. We are on
way to ensure and
accountability in the function-
ing of the government which is

the first and foremost condi-

tuon for achieving development.
Md Ziaul Alam (Chishty)

74, East

Dhaka-1215

"Dahagram: A New
Life"

Sir, 1 quote the following
from the above-mentioned fea-

ture blished in The Da
Star of %.ﬂ.ﬂ'?, .
“No mention was made of

. ;
Bum-:l-::m tnﬂynt[}Tn

the enclave. hy the
Bangladesh Government at the
time agreed to all the
clauses exerting any of

its :ﬁht. remains an unan-
question.”

If the writers are aware of
the events related to Dahagram
they should, for huncsti; also
try to know why the following
questions have remained unan-

1. W'hydldlt take |8 years to
get the limited right to move in

and out of Dahagram?

. y
over to India before taking pos-
session of the Tin Bigha Corri-
dor?
Katalgary. Chittagong



