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Saidabad water |

plant: WB
gives go-ahead

The loan agreement with the
Waorld Bank for the 4th Dhaka

Water Supply Project titled

"Saidabad Water Con-
struction ect” came into ef-

fﬁ:t?ulu'day.repm'tsUNB.
pon completion of the pro-
ject, the water su in the city

will be increased 22.5 crore
litres everyday. said a WASA

e M the t
t the project. a
loan agreement of 80.3 million
dollars equivalent to Tk 336.45
crore was signed between
and International
Development ency of the

World on January 8 this
year.

The could not be
made effective as the

Bangladesh government and

Water and Authority
(WASA) had to Ifil some
conditions, the press release
With the fulfillment of the

. the World Bank

the go ahead signal to
t the ;
Earlier, the t had
another t of Tk |

137.83 with the French gov-
ernment.

Removal of ASPs

HC rejects all

writ petitions

By SC Correspondent

The High Court terday
sum ected all six writ
petitions filed chall the
removal of six Assistan ﬁlég!r—
intendents of Police [ s)
from their service.

The Division Bench of the
HC Justice Mainur
Reza Chowdhury and Justice M
M Ruhul Amin observed in
their order that these are the
matters of the Administrative
Tribunal.

Zillur Rahman, Monir Hos-
sain, Ali Hossain Khan,
Mosharraf Hossain, Masudul
Hasan and Kazi Fazlul Karim
filed separate writ petitions
challenging their removal from
the office of Assistant Superin-
tendent of Police.

In the removal order dated 5

June, 1997 it was stated that
their conduct during training in

ASHAR 24 1404 BS.

Principal witness tells court

to visit residence of

Bangabandhu

Cross-examination of the
complainant and principal
rosecution witness in the
bandhu murder case, A F
M Mahitul Islam continued for
the second day yesterday in the
Court of District and Sessions
Ju , Dhaka.

1 the 14 state defence
counsels for the 14 absconding
accused completed their cross-
examination of Mahitul Islam.
The defence counsel of one of

| the six arrested accused also be-

an his cross-examination of
ahitul.

Judge Kazi Golam Rasul ad-

journed the day's proceedings

By Staff Correspondent

within 15 minutes after the de-
fence lawyer started his cross-
examination of Mahitul Islam.
Hearing will resume at 10:30
am today.

Before adjl_?ummg the day's
proceedings the judge asked the

wilness are you tired?” When

the witness replied in the af-

firmative, the judge adjourned
the proceedings. Mahitul Islam,
during the cross-examination
said he knew Maj (retd) Md Ba-
zlul Huda, Lt Col (retd) SHM B
Noor Chowdhury, Lt Col
(relieved) Shariful Huq Dalim.
He said he saw these people vis-
iting the residence of Banga-

bandhu.

He said he did not know the
eleven others, but might have
seen them during the incident.

He told the court that he
worked as an office assistant at
the PM's Secretariat in Decem-
ber 1972 and joined a resident
PA to the then President
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman,

He said he is now working as
Section Assistant at the Direc-
torate of Relief and Rehabilita-
tion.

Mahitul told the court that
he had made attempts earlier to

See Page 12 Col 1

The Buriganga river is being cho ked by unauthorised bamboo structures for expanding the
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Kamalbagh slum onto the river in Lalbag area of the city . — Star photo: Amran Hussain

Bill to rename President's

Award: BNP walks
out of parliament

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition BNP staged a
walk out from the Jatiya
Sangsad osresterda}r protesting
the introduction of a govern-
ment-sponsored bill see to
rename the President's Award
Fund Ordinance, 1976 as the
Bangabandhu rd Fund
(Amendment) Act, 1997.

Referring to the objective of
the bill, Agriculture Minister
Matia Chuwdhurﬁ' argued that
the amendment had been pro-
posed to inspire all concerned
to use modern technology and
thus "expedite the agricultural
prutt_-;'lnl:l’jcﬂm".

ecting to the introduction
of the bill, M K Anwar of the
BNP said since introduction of
the President's Award in 1976,
agricultural production has so
far been doubled. "It should not
be ch d now, although any
party is iree to introduce sepa-

leader.” the BNP legislator said.

He further argued that "ac-
cording to the Constitution, the
President is placed above all
persons, and replacing the Pres-
ident in the nomenclature of
the law with any other person
would eventually belittle the
in?ll_titutlun of the President it-
self.”

M K Anwar also pointed out
some technical mistakes in the
wordings of the proposed bill
and o sed introduction of the
bill. He announced the walkout
by the BNP MPs saying: "We
know that the Awami League
would get the bill introduce
the strength of its sheer major-
ity in the House."

Then the a%'lcultura] minis-
ter took the floor to tell the
House that the award was in-
troduced in 1973 and it was
originally named as Banga-

JMB project
Accord to pay
compensation
to the affected

The Jamuna Multi-purpose
Bridge Authority yesterday
signed an agreement with the
Bangladesh Rural Advance-
ment Committee (BRAC) under
which the authority would
make available a fund of Taka
10 crore for the rehabilitation
of the affected people living on
both sides of the river, reports
BSS.

Under the agreement, BRAC
would provide compensation to

, the land owners or occupants

living within 8 km upstream
and 10 km downstream whose
lands are being eroded in the

river due to the impact of the
project,

e BRAC has already pre-
pared a list of 28033 families in
the areas through a survey and
distributed identity cards
among the families.

The families who will lose
their land due to the impact of

the Jamuna Bridge till the year |

| cial su

Tokyo has endorsed importance

of Ganges barrage project : PM

The Japanese government
has ‘endorsed the i
of the multi-billion dollar
Ganges Barrage Project, Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina dis-
closed yesterday.
"It will be a huge and costly

ect and Ja has endorse
ﬁarqiim ﬂmcep‘?ﬂnc will also ap-
proach other donors for finan-
for the
Prime ster sai
turn from a six-day official

Addressing a crowded press
conference at her office -
day. Hasina noted that Keidan-

ren. the leading
clation of Japan, would send a

i visit to Japan.

delegation to Bangladesh soon
to explore investment possibili-

ties here,

“The visit was a successful
ofic and | hope this will result
:ﬂaﬂ:clerﬂu the country's

nondc activities”, she said.

rtance'

", the
on her re-

business asso-

By Staff Correspondent

was to attract increased
Japanese investment and seek
assistance for some develop-
ment projects. These are: The
Ganges B Project, Rupsha
Rail-cum-Road Bridge Project,
Padma Bridge Project and pro-

* jects for development of inter-

national airports at Chittagon
and Sylhet, the prime numatcg

said. -

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Finance Minister
Shah A M S Kibria, and Minis-
ter of State for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury as-
sisted her at the press confer-
ence. State Minister for Infor-
mation Abu Sayeed was also

present.
Sheikh Hasina said fresh
Japanese investment in -

Bangladesh came down to al-
most zero during the last {wo
years of the previous BNP gov-
ernmernt and there existed a

that one of the goals of her visit

was 1o restore' the warm rela-
tionship as Japan is one of the

largest developinent partners of

Bangladesh.
The finance minister sub-

stantiated the Prime Minister's
observation providing figures

of Japanese financial assis-
tance. He said that Ba

1995-96. In 1996-9

that country. |

Kibria said apart from

seeking assistance for 17 pro-
Jects, approved by the ERD, fi-

- nancial assistance from Japan

was also sought for big projects
like Ganges Barrage, Rupsha

Bridge and Padma Bridge. If

Jaranese assistance is avail-
able, other donors including

forward. he added.

| President

ngladesh
had received only 170 million
US dollars from Japan in fiscal
the country
got 313 million dollars from

the
World Bank (WB) will also come
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By Staff Correspondent

Passenger train service in
private sector began in the
country on mental basis
yesterday with operation of
train in the Dhaka-Narayan-
EE;HIJ section of Bangladesh

ilway (BR)

A private company, HA In-
ternational will run the service
for two years on the basis of a
lease given by the BR for Tk 65
lakh per year.

A simple handing over cer-
emony was held at the Kamala-
pur railway station to mark the
occasion,

H A International took over
the charge of running 14 local

‘passenger trains in this route.

GEeratiun and maintenance
will be conducted by Bangla-
desh Railway while ti{u: comm-

- ercial side will be looked after

by the private company.

Cricketers off
to Colombo

An 18-member national
cricket team left for Sri Lanka
yesterday to take part in the
sixth Asia Cup Cricket sched-
uled to begin there from July 14,
reports UNB.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader saw the
team off at the airport. BCB
Saber Hossain
Chowdhury MP was also pre-
sent.

The minister ressed his
high hope that the cricket
squad would be able to show its
excellence of world standard in
its encounters with the three
World Cup champions — India,
Pakistan and host and holder
Sri Lanka.

He requested the coun
to pray for the players and their
success,

Bangladesh cricket team had
taken part four times earlier in
the Asia Cup, excepting the first
one, but this time the team is

See Page 12 Col 5

BNP criticises new
security measures
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Sarda Police Academy a rate award for the peasants al- bandhu Award.
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Rickshawpullers

JS stagding" l;odiejzi_& shortly

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan has said

block Dhaka-Aricha
highway for 2 hrs

SAVAR, July 7: Traffic on
Dhaka-Aricha hway halted
for about two hours from 6 pm
today as ricksha llers blo-
ckﬁd the mw(jﬂﬂl Savar b,
stand, reports )

Witnesses said some 500
rickshawpullers from Savar
Bazar area blocked the busy
road after a police constable
beat up one of their colleagues,
glnnir. at the bus stand at about

pm.

Movement of vehicles on the
highway returned to normalcy
at 8 pm after senior police offi-
cials assured them of taking le-
gal action against the accused.

Mahbub’s body
may arrive

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The Saudi authorities are
expected to sent the body of
Mahbub, who died in the wheel
carri of a Biman Airbus in
May, from Riyadh within a
couple of days.

A senior uff:ﬂ;l of Ban-
gladesh Biman last night
that they did not receive any
specific date for the arrival of
the . He, however, added
that there was a Biman flight
which was scheduled to arrive
in Dhaka at about 8 am tomor-

See Page 12 Col 5
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Article
Khaleda Zia Must
Face the Nation
by Nurul Kabir
Great Power
Transitions of
Our Time

| Column :P ives
by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul

Manila eager to expand
trade with Dhaka,
Ramos tells Tofael

DSE index falls on
lackluster trading
Pages 6, 7

The Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) has appointed an audit
firm to investigate “irregulari-
ties” in its accounts during the
last financial year. particularly
between September and
November when the bourse ex-
perienced unusual boom, DSE
chairman Abdul Haq Howlader
said ‘Ecattrday.

"We are investigating the
matter to bring transparency in
the DSE and restore people’s
confidence in the country's cap-
ital market,” he said,

S F Ahmed and Company
was appointed last week, to ex-
amine day-to-day accounts of
the clearing and settlemnent de-
partment of the exchange. It
will submit its report within
three months, he told The Daily
Star.

Appointment of an audit

By Rafiq Hasan

firm for investigation followed
complaints of irregularities
and non-payment against set
tlernent during the period

A large number of shares ex
changed on Delivery Versus
Payment (DVP) basis are yet to
be settled. The actual number
and amount of unsettled DVPs
will be known after the audit
report, Howlader said

Investment Corporation of
Bangladesh (ICB) still owes the
DSE large pa ts for at least
10 months from August last
year. Five influential DSE
members allegedly kept the
money at their disposal and
utilised it in their personal
business during the booming
period.

Though, the DSE returned
half of the money amounting
about Tk 68 lakhs before the

—— o —

Talks fail: Crisis at

end of the last financial year,
the rest of the money still re-
mains unpaid.

Howlader blamed former
chairman of DSE. Imtiyaz Hos-
sain for the alleged irregulari-
Lies.

When contacted over tele-
phone, Imtiyaz Hossain denied
the allegation. Rather, Imtiyaz
proposed an open debate on the
issue.

Howlader also alleged that
during Imtiyaz's tenure, a sec-

DSE were involved in various
irregularities and corruption
including taking huge amounts
of advance and loans from of-
fice without prior approval of
the DSE Council.

'l did not sign on any check
regarding advance and loan,"
Imtiyaz said.

Ctg port deepens

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 7: The
crisis created at Chittagong
Port due to merchant workers
wildcat strike deepened on the
fifth consecutive day today as a
seven-hour meeting among port
officials, leaders of the Ell‘ig)ﬂg
workers and hatch workers
ended at 2:30 last night without

any tangible results, port
The merchant workers

started the strike Thursday af-
ternoon in protest against en-
F ement of hatch workers in
izﬁtcrage of cargo from ships
anchored at the outer anchor-

age.
v+ Acting Chairman of Chit-

tagong Port Authority Julfigar
Haidar Chowdhury, talking to
this correspondent, said "We
tried in last night's meeting to
find out an acceptable formula
to break the stalemate, but the
meeting ended inconclusively”.

He said that with the suspen-
sion of delivery of import cargo,
there had been a space conges-
tion in the port sheds halting
cargo handling in the ships an-
chored at the jetties Shipment
of export cargo also has been af-
fected. |

According to port officials,
over 30 ships including nine
ships at the outer anchorage got

See Page 12 Col 6

Ctg port deadlock
11 BNP MPs demand
judicial enquiry

Eleven BNP lawmakers yes-
terday demanded judicial en-
quiry into the deadlock at Chit-
tagong port for greater interest
of the country and the nation,
reports UNB.

In a joint statement, they
blamned the ruling party's local
leaders and several officials of
the port authority for the dead-
lock and condemned the "con-
spiracy to sell out the country's
interest.”

The statement was signed by
BNP MPs Jainal Abedin Faruk,
Abu Hena, Barkatullah Bulu,

| Giasuddin Quader Chowdhury,
| Afzal H Khan, Shamsuzzaman
| Dudu,

Mohammad Ali, Prof
Shahidul Islam, Nazimuddin
Alam, Salahuddin Ahmed and
Alamgir Mohammad Mah-

See Page 12 Col 6

S e —

e ————

—_— cn o —

lays foundation of nat'l cultural complex today

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will lay the foundation stone of the national cultural complex. art

gallery and music and dancir
mor-ning. Renowned artist S

uddin Ahmed and

centre in the pre mises of Bangladesh Shilpa
noted singer Kalirn Sharafi will be present as guests

of honour on the occasion. reports BSS

kala Academy (BSA) this

TS were

DSE appoints audit firm s b ruie
to probe 'irregularities'

' Bangladesh Nationalist Party

on for accord

Star Report
Backstage parleys were on
between the ruling Awami
League and the Opposition

(BNP) ‘till late last night to

. reach an agrecuient on the
| com

| lLary

sition of the parliamen-
lies, sources in the par-
ties said.

Some influential leaders of

| the parties including Moham-
| mad Nasim of the AL and

Khandaker Delwar Hossain of
the BNP had a meeting last
night in a bid to resolve the cri-
sis.

The outcome of the meeti

' could not be known as the lead-

: were di
tion ol general employees of the | o e

the issue till
wﬂunF of this report at 11:30
pm. However, leaders of both
the camps told The Daily Star
that they were optimistic about
resolving the deadlock on the
formation of parliamentary

| bodies.

' Mongla customs

employees’

ultimatum
By Staff Correspondent

The Mongla Customs House
Employees Coordination
Committee threatened to take
up an action programme if their
demands for transfer of a num-
ber of preventive officers were

| not met by July 10.

The leaders of the committee
in a written statermnent said that
the transfer order of a number

. of preventive officers from

Mongla Sea Customs to Chit-
tagong Sea Customs awaited
clearance of the National Board
of Revenue.

They said transfer of some
fourth class employees from
Mongla Customs House to
Chittagong Customs House also
awaltinF C ance.

The leaders said such trans-
fers were carried out earlier.
There are a few posts of preven-
tive officers lying vacant at the
Chittagong Customs House.

"Our colleagues in Chit-
tagong enjoy a ter life living
next to the port right in the
heart of the city. Maybe that's

See Page 12 Col 4

2 killed as gas
line explodes
in Sitakunda

CHITTAGONG, July 7: Two
persons were killed in a gas line
explosion today at a ship-
breaking yard at Sonaichhari
under Sitakunda thana, some
30 km off here, re BSS.

According to Sitakunda po-
lice. the gas line exploded when
two workers were welding an

old pipeline at Kabir Steel Ship-

Breaki Yard. Both the work-
umnt to death.

The victims were identified
as Abdul Kader, 27. and Fazlul
Haq, 30 Police recovered the

bodies.

Enough time given to

BNP, says Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that par-
liamentary standing commit-
tees on different ministries

would be constituted today or
tomorrow.

Talking to newsman at a
ress cornlerence at the Prime
inister's Office, Hasina said

e T . S B e e Ry~ AT s B

that several letters were sent
seeking names of the Opposi-
tion lawmakers to represent
their parties in the comnmittees.
"Enough time was given to
them. Still, if they didn't give us
thesnames. we will have to con-
stitute the standing committees
See Page 12 Col 4

the Prime Minister is beefing up
her own security leaving the
countrymen in the hands of ter-
rorists, reports UNB. :

He also criticised the Prime
Minister for I'I'.Edl.li the secu-
rity o sition leader Begum
Hh};lecgal.mﬂa mthdramnggust-
curitymen while stepping up
that of her own.

Addressing a reception ac-
corded to him at Palpara Bazar
of Shibpur thana in Narsingdi
district, Bhuiyan said when-
ever a terrorist incident takes
place, the government tries to
involve the BNP in it instead of
bringing the terrorists to book.
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