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On to the Peace Deal

The administrative vacuum fojlluwlng the end of
the extended tenure of the local bodies in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts, elected as far back as in 1992,
has been averted. A five-member interim local
government council for Khagrachhari headed by
Samiran Dewan has been appointed as a make-
shift arrangement pending elections to these in due
course. We welcome the decision.

The local government councils, irrespective of |
the tumultuous and unsettled atmosphere in the
hills, have definitely earned a degree of success in
maintaining the development process as well as a
semblance of harmony between communities ]
there.

The functioning of local development adminis-
tration in all the three CHT districts has gained in
importance in the recent times due to the note of
optimism in the air about a just settlement of the
dispute in the hills, thanks to the forthright man- I
ner in which the present government has gone
about resolving the crisis once for all. After years
of distrust, disappointment and segregation, the
way seems to have been finally paved for that elu-
sive but highly desirable breakthrough envisioned
in the peace deal between the PCJSS and the Na-
tional Committee. Despite the occasional hiccups |
we believe the peace process should not be allowed
to slip into the mire of procrastination. More so,
when consensus has already been reached 'on all
points’ between the PCJSS and the National Com-
mittee. There is no doubt that the a permanent set- |
tlement is absolutely essential for he this old
and festering wound on our hills. A whole new
horizon is likely to be opened by a permanent
peace deal. This is key to the integration of the
tribal people in the process of nation-building
through the evolution of a culture of harmonious
relationship between the Bengalee settlers and
tribals. Longer it will take to come into being, more
problems will be spawned.

From the signs available, the July 14 meeting
between the two parties is going to be crucial. We
would urge both sides to stay out of the pitfalls of
~avoidable delay and remain focused on wrapping
up the deal on July 14. Let the first day of the third
week of this month be a truly ground breaking day.

BNP Chief on TV

It is twelve days since BTV had invited Begum
Khaleda Zia to be Deshbashir Mukhomukhi — lit-
erally to face the nation. She has not yet sent in |
any reply. As she keeps things postponed, misgiv-
-ings start creeping into the public mind. The same
old thing is perhaps happening over her facing the
nation on TV. Most unfortunately.

Begum Zia has a fighter's image. Her standing |
with the nation rests much on this. It is a fighting
leddership Shé gives to her party and to the nation
as: It has served her and her party well irre-
spective of what was all her fighting for. From a.
fighter's view Sheikh Hasina's couldn't be but as if
she had thrown in the gauntlet, and as the cele-
brated fighter she is Khaleda didn't have any
choice but to take it. Her failure to do so would dent
her image unmistakably and very visibly, too. The |
more she would cling to arguments like everything
must be all right with BTV before she would go
there — would appear to be hollow excuses perhaps
even a ruse for averting grilling by independent
questioners,

If the nation has any right on Begum Zia, she
should accept the BTV invitation and be face to face
with the nation. For it is indeed the whole nation —
her admirers and followers of Hasina and all the
rest in between — that wants her on this pro-
gramme. And it is not only a matter of people
wanting it. The nation's good demands that the two
leaders make themselves fully understood on all
burning questions — and in public. Hasina has
subjected herself to questions that will be long re-
membered for their candour. Khaleda must now do
her part. This she owes to the nation. If she is def-
erent to the ethical demands on her position, she
cannot but accept the BTV invitation. We can on
our part assure that this would benefit her and her
party and, yes, the whole nation. Khaleda must not
cringe from what is good for the nation. If she only |
sets aside her misgivings and faces the interlocu-
tors on the TV in Deshbashir Mukhomukhi, imag-
ine what an institution it would help build for the
nation! That would be democracy in practice, un- h

beatably.
What an Irony!

Zardari has been charged with having a hand in
Murtaza Bhutto's murder. What an irony of fate!
Recognised as Pakistan's richest and most power-
ful, man the status achieved in a blitzkrieg fashion
in the few years of his spouse Benazir Bhutto's as- |
cendance, Zardari has been blamed for a vast array
Ehf crimes, corruption being the least harmful of

em.

Zardari's arraignment evokes other sentiments |
also. What a family Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto of
Larkana, Sind had sired and left behind to vitiate
the annals of Pakistan. Illustrious. yes and also
notorious — this was doubtlessly a remarkable
family. Z A was but a henchman picked up by a
despot come from the barracks. There was nothin
to glory in that although he could be 1mmurtalise§
for his nonsensical outburst promising to live on

ass for 2,000 years rather than make peace. It is |

or the blown up Bhutto, blown up by developments
on the eastern that leaves a memory, a ve
unflattering one, o . Of one with hands blood-
led three million times more indelibly than Lad
Macbeth's. What came of his fire-eating explults’;
He was hanged. His family fell out into mutually
w'arrl_rﬁ individuals. His younger son died in a ho-
tel in Nice, suspected to have been poisoned. And
Murtaza the most impressive of the lot, lost his
way and got killed conspiratorially in which his
sister's husband is widely believed to have been the
keyman. Nusrat the mother and Benazir her
daughter had been political rivals for long and Be-
nazir's one achievement so far has been burying
the People's Party full five fathoms below the five
Punjab rivers.

A happgraand prosperous and democratic Pak-
istan is what we and other partners in the subcon-

h

tinent pray for. y

What is Happening in the Stock Market?

LTHOUGH a al deal

has in the

stock market over the
last one year and the accused in
the share scam have been taken
to the courtl, yet Lhe stock
market has been functioni
without much vigour an
vitality. Nevertheless, the
performances of stocks in re-
cent months seem to be indicat-
mf something quite important.
It is worth analysing the under-
lying issues systematically.

Price Trend in the DSE

Since the beginning of 1997,
the All Share Price In (ASPI)
of the premier bourse of the
country, the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change (DSE), which leads the
Chittagong Stock Exchanft
also, seems to be continually
decl in a somewhat step-
wise fashion. That is. after a
period of continuous decline,
the index reaches a point and
then oscillates around that
point for a while, and then it
slides again continuously for a
while reaching a new low point
and fluctuates around that
point for a few days before It
takes another downward
plunge. This process has been
continuing without developing
a strong u trend trying to
reach. or even get an
near, the former peak point. It
is this latter phenomenon of
reac the old peak point of
E: price cycle and hrelkll_.

ough it from a tro Lha
one sees happening mu‘ﬂ well-
managed and properly func-
tioning stock markets in the

economies that is of in-
terest to the analysts. There are
various hypotheses to explain
such a phenomenon which are
outside the of such a short
article. However, in the DSE, so
far it is only a unc—war track
that one sees over the last six
months following the major
November-December crash.

These observations can be
supported by the followin
available data. After its rapi
rise from a level of 959 on June
30, 1996 to the peak of 3627 on
November 16, 1996, it crashed
to 2241 in a matter of a month,
December, 22, 1996, the
last date of this phase of de-
cline. The index fell 38 per
cent then. People at that time
expected that it would perhaps
stabilize around this level since
it was hovering around it for a
few days. But it didn't. and soon
it an to slide further down-

8. The subsequent pattern
of decline seems to indicate a
different story. There was a
continuous decline from Jan-
uar%' to March without much
oscillations. It stood at 1962 on

Both the DSE and the SEC will have to be reorganized to make sure that there are
their constitutions and both the investors and the brokersidealers are given

no legal loopholes in
fair deal. Strict

enforcement nfmmeiﬂnnoth&ﬁty,aﬂmm#whgoﬂh&hmﬁurnfuﬂmﬁcipmﬁinﬂe
market will have to be ensured.

January 30, at 1702 on Febru-
gay 27, and at 1265 on March

. 1997. The rapidity of decline
was very pronounced in the
month of . However, |t
reached its bottom on April 30
at 935, then rose to 1216 on May
30, and fell again to 1111 on
June 30. In the first week of
July, it fell again to 1098. Al-
though some market observers
commented that the index had
stabilised at around 1200 by the
end of May, it again went down
in a listless manner during the
month of June and, it looks
Iltke. It is beginning to slide
again in July.

A few points should be noted
at this . First of all, it is in-
ter to see that the lowest
price level that the index
reached in April, 1997, was also
the level where it stood in June
1996. To dramatise it, cne can
say that after a long space
flight, as it were, the price index
has come crashi to its
base puint of June 30, 1996, and
in the process, thanks to the ef-
ficlency of big manipulators
and inefficiency of the ula-
tors, it "slaughtered (millions
of) innocents” in the market, as
The Economist has correctly
described it. It has left a deep
scar on the psyche of the poor
s nation. Secondly, the
last three months’ price be-
haviour Indicates a
ranging from the bottom of
about to the peak of about
1200 which was the be-
tween June and August 1996
before all the price manipula-
tions took place, Finally, from
the highest peak to the lowest
trough, there is a price fall of
about 74 per cent which is a
unique event in the history of
5 markets in the world.

Some Basic Questions

The above facts, data and
analyses raise a number of fun-
damental questions which ev-

rational person, well wisher
the country as well as the pol-
icy makers should Lll‘-ly to
on, and, If possible find objec-
tive answers to. The most Im-
portant one is the following : If
the economy has been
at an annual rate of 5.7 per cent,
a rate slightly faster than those
of the pervious few years, as has
been officially presented in all
the recent government state-
ments and budget documents,
hasn't such high growth

-
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Sir. The Berlin wall, con-
structed on the whims of a dic-
tator now fallen from grace, on
the west of Bangabha . was
not torn down, as it should have
been, after a new government
came to power a year aﬁg ev-
ertheless, considering the piti-
ful condition of the residents of
Wari, and of the hinterland of
the old part of the city beyond
it, authorities concerned are
now constructing a road, paral-
lel to the exis one on the
eastern part of the children's

ark between Gulistan and

angabhaban, for facile move-
ment of traffic. But unless the
buses are completely removed
from Toyenbee Circular Road
on the south of Bangabhaban
stretching from the southern-
most tip of RAJUK Avenue to
the Ittefaq crossing and also
from the small strip of Jaikali
Mandir Road, the situation is
unlikely to ease.

Day in and day out through-
out the year, even late into
the night. buses, most of long-
distance routes, are parked
along that road — and occasion-
ally on the centre of the road —
in the presence of policemen on
duty, causing enormous traffic
congestion. Likewise, attention
should also be given to the for-
mer Hardeo factory crossing
where, unfortunately, a tnarket
far below the standard of the lo-
cality in which it is situated. is
coming up, and is likely to con-
vert the area into one like the
complex on the Fulbaria area
known as Banga Bazar.

Unless the congestion at
these points is nipped in the
bud, life of the residents of
Warli, once the ?nusure of all
eyes in the city of Dhaka, would
become dreadful. As such, mea-
sures should be taken immedi-
ately before the new road, par-
alled to the existing one on the
west of Bangabhaban, is opened
as a public thoroughfare.

Quazi Ariffur Rahman
7/ 1 Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka 1203

Bi-polarism

Sir, Due to strained rela-
tions with neighbour India
since Partition, and again since
1975, the politicians have to
carry out initially a planned
mass psychological campaign
to orient the citizens to move
towards empathy, before any
regime in power can take the
risk of signing any bilateral or
regional development E’act,

What Is hap e public
have noticed for the last one
year after the new regime came
into power; with the powerful
opposition mounting a non-
stop anti-Indian propafanda.
How are the citizens sup to
handle this bi-polarism in
stand between the two major
E_olitlca] parties? One must

ansparent to the lay voter.

The question of putting the
cart before the horse is very
much there, regardless of polit-
Ical one-sided assertions or
denials. For establishing the
rapport, the politiclans have to
play a pivotal role, based on
consensus. What are they doing
in this respect?

- - — - B

had
had any positive impact on the

. stock price index over the last

six months. which is a fairl
long time for any st tg
Any one interested In the
healthy development of the
market would like to know
when and how will this contin-
uing downward price trend
come (o an end and a vigorous

upward trend ? What mea-
sures can be pted to bring
this about?

Puzzle

From data quoted above,
there is no doubt that the offi-
cially claimed 5.7 per cent
ﬁrnwth of the economy hasn't

ad any impact on stock
market. or, at least, it could not
arrest the continuous slide of
the index. This is a jig-saw puz-
zle. There are two ex-

other kinds have not come to
the capital mr::ri during the
lasl six mon raising ca

ital. Nor is there any ccn:nmog:
ity futures market in the stock
exchanges of Bangladesh which
could have some impact on the
stock prices. Whatever little

of industry (3.3 per cent)

ere has been over the last
year, it hasn't had any powerful
impact on the stock prices and
hence the downward trend of
stock continued.

But inspite of all these ex-
planations, the question still
remains that any small saver
from income would like
to find outlet for small invest-
ment ylelding higher return in
the stock market rather than

first is that the economy ma
not have actually grown at 5.
per cent, it might have grown at
a smaller rate. There is a need
to check this. The second ex-
planation is that the econ
might actually have, on the ag-

te. grown at 5.7 per cent

t the major growth has taken
place lnwmh:ulture and other

sectors h have very little to
do wltl;;tnﬁ: markets In
Banglad : avallable data
also show that in 1996-97, agri-

culture has at 6 per cent
while industry has grown at a
paltry 3.3 pér cent, down from

previous years 8-10 per cents,
mostly because money market
was extremely tight due to

heavy government ng.

However, for agricultural

h in Bangladesh, capital
oesn't have to be raised
thru':gh stock market. Most of
the industries producing inputs

for a ulture like fertilizer,
diese ne, water pump etc.
are alr installed and addi-

tional supplies are usually im-
rted and not much attempt
as been made to establish new
industries in this area. In any
case, the entrepreneurs of the
newer industries of this and
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There is no other way. Mud-
slinging is not a solution. only
postponement of the i1ssue. The
way the present regime is acting
(fast and non-transparent) on
foreign affairs does not instill
confidence in all shades of
opinion. Bulldozing ahead may
not pay dividend later.

¢ point of this letter is
simple: tell us what is being
done. and why; and how to im-
lement it without consensus.
ere cannot be any division in
foreign affairs.

A Husnain
Dhaka.

Thanks for not
"drinking"

Sir, Much has been written
and is being written about the
negative eflects of smoking.
However, the opinion written
by "A Smoker” in the DS dated
14th June made reading.

Though [ don't condone
smoking, | agree completely
with the writer that we do not
hear much about the bad effects
of drinking. Being a non-
smoker and a teetotaller, [ have
felt the need for a non-alcoholic
area in the departure lounge of
our international airport. It
seems some the departing pas-
sengers buy alcohol from the
duty-free shop and immediately
start consuming it much to cha-
gin of the other occupants of

e lounge. Can't the authorities
declare the non-smoking area
non-alcoholic too?

Baseera Ali
Gulshan, Dhaka.

Friendship

Sir, From a book, 1 came to
know the following things to be
avoided to maintain friend-
ship. These are very important
for us. So I write them for all—

a) Avoid belittling or mock-
ing someone, b) Refrain from
taunting him and hurting his
feelings, c] Refrain from using
nicknames or titles that he/she
hates, d) Avoid backbiting and
spying on friends. e) Be humble
and avoid snobbishness, f)
Avoid attributing evil motives
to the actions of friends, g)
Avoid those acts that threaten
the Islamic prohibitions or
dﬂnkin% Famhling. cheating
etc, and h) If three or more peo-
ple are together it is wrong for
two of them to have private
conversations together, partic-
ularly in a language that the
other(s) do not know.

Shahera Hossain Ruba
Tahera Hossain Mony
Dhaka-1214

Rotavirus diarrhoea
Sir, Rotavirus is the most
important diarrhoeal pathogen
in infants and young children.
Almost half of all rotaviral in-
fections occur in infants aged 7-
12 months. All children are in-
fected in their first 3-4 years of
life. Rotavirus is more fre-
aumu}r associated with severe
larrhoea than other enteric
Eathnge:ns. A study in Matlab,
angladesh conducted over a
two-year period from 1987,
found rotavirus in 15.5 per cerit
of stool samples from patients

presented with diagrhoea, In
developing countries, At s re-
onsible for- an estimated
0.000 diarrhoéal deaths each
year. Infection of adults is usu-
ally subclinical.
Rotavirus infection of in-

fants and young children is
characterised by fever and vom-
iting, followed by a watery diar-
rhoea occasionally associated
with severe dehydration. Incu-
bation period is generally 24-72
hours. Symptoms last for an
average of 4-6 days. Faecal-oral
is the probable route of disease
iransmission. Rotavirus s
identified in stool or rectal
swab by electron microscopy
(EM) and immunological tech-
niques (ELISA, LA etc) for
which commercial kits are
available.

No specific treatment is
available for rotaviral diar-
rhoea. Oral rehydration ther-
:P}r (ORT) with oral glucose-

ectrolyte solution [ORS) is ad-
equate in most cases., Par-
enteral fluids are needed in
cases with vascular collapse or
uncontrolled vomitting.

Preventive measures are as
follows: (1) dprevtnt exposure of
infants and young children to
individuals with acute gas-
troenteritis in family and insti-
tutional (day-care or hospital)
settings, (2) passive immunisa-
tion by oral administration of
immuno-globulin (IG) has been
shown to protect low-birth-
weight neonates, (3) breast-feed-
ing does not affect infection
rates, but may reduce the sever-
ity of gastroenteritis, and (4)
hygienic measures applicable to
diseases transmitted via faecal-
oral route may not be effective
in preventing transmission.

Studies are under way on the
efficacy of attenuated rotavirus
alu an orally administered vac-
cine.

M J ir Alam

M Phil research fellow. DU &
Mrs Khurshida Begum
RAJUK UMS College,
Dhaka-1230

"Outrageous"

Sir, On June 17, 1997 a letter
written by Mr Khawja Vigar
Moinuddin of Dhaka was pub-
lished under the above caption
in your esteemed newspaper.
The incident which was nar-
rated in the letter is so base that
one would recoil with revul-
sion,

A girl of four, a mere baby,
becoming the victim of perverse
act of four males. What a world
we are living in! Even the Devil
himself will bow down his head
with shame knowing he has
been defeated by human beings
In vileness.

| feel deeply for the parents
of the unfortunate girl; what an
agonising experience it mast

have been for them!
It is noticeable that, these

days tender-age girls are sub-
jected to violence, which was
rare in the past and it is
occurring more often. What Is
happening In our society? |
think it should be analy and
proper steps must be taken to
combat It.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

banks for a
that ha over the last six
months? The answer seems to
lie somewhere else as discussed
below. Similarly, the second
and third questions raised
above, which are tied with same
line of ment, are also dealt
with In that section.
In the meantime, one side
int should be made clear,
ere seems tobe a t in
the present government that
this year's 6 per cent rate of
growth in culture can be
sustained in medium to long
run and hence it would be
to reach a 7 per cent over
rate of the economy In
e near future. This Is ex-
tremely risky. Long s s of
t history has s
that ulture cannot sustain
more { 3-4 per cent growth
for long. This Is Jnrtlcularl
important for Banglades
where one can see that high
agricultural growth in one or
two years has been preceded or
followed by low growth years.
Therefore, it has never been

pittance.

hasn't

possible to sustain high growth

in agriculture for a number of

in a row. Altention. there-

. has to be paid to the devel-
opment of industry and service
sectors which have to bear the

major brunt of high growth in
the medium to long terms.

Why is the Stock Market
Sliding for So Long?

There seem to be two main
reasons for the continuous slide
of stock prices since last De-
cember ;: Shattered confidence
and the government's economic
policy.

Investors’ confidence was

shattered with the market
crash of November-December.
The authorities first didn't ac-
cept that it was a crash and that
there was insiders' tr and
ce manipulations. When in-
valil t;m d anmnajyudm
a able data were
(this writer also published a
number of articles in his
weekly column of this daily
during November-December
analysing the available data
and uhmm possibility of
insiders’ tr and calling for
some drastic steps), govern-
ment, in their . quickly
set u&: Commission to investi-
gate reasons for the market
crash which reported in March,
1997. The report clearly indi-
cated that there were willful
manipulations by the major

&hﬂn in the market and also
at there were weaknesses of
the Security and Exchange
Commission (SEC) in properly
handling the situation at the
right time. Unless the offenders
are properly dealt with, healthy
enthusiasm for Investment in
the stock exchanges will not
returm. Further, there Is a need
for separating the DSE's elected
council and the administrative
with some clearly delin-
ecated autonomy for the latter.
There is also the need for im-
roved nt and estab-

tlishment of modern technology

with sufficient
trained
new technology.

Secondly, &ere is a need for
complete overhaul of the SEC as
a regulatory body. It was not
able to use its authority effec-
tively when it was needed.

number of
| Lo operale the

surveillance of market o -
tions on the trading ﬂﬂ-ﬂl"
munitorinF of activities of the
market players and muunliﬁg
all round transparency includ-
ing the scrutiny of the prospec-
tuses of the companies done by
the SEC itself, were far from the
ethically acceptable standard.
Unless these are remedied con-
fidence in the stock market will
not return. People are wai
to see what the court judge-
ments are and what the gov-
ernment do with the manipula-
};ir:]. Until then. market is un-
to show any vigorous
wanitnmd. In the m:anumcul:rf
a new National Stock
is established, which will be
another para statal organisa-
tion run civil servants who
know little of the trade, it
will not able to rescue the
et s
t's
olicies LITIng the 1ast your didt
not seem to have con ted to
the healthy development of the
marll:lct. It hi:‘: borrowed too
much money from the banking
system (no official figure has
been announced so far) which
has crowded out te In-
vestment on the one hand,
raised interest rate too

uui‘;sranlzad to nnk;: sure
€ Are no in
their constitu m
the investors and the bro-
kers/dealers are given fair deal.
Strict enforcement of surveil-
lance, accountability, and mon-
itoring of the behaviour of all
Ean.h: pants in the market will

ave to be ensured. All these
cannot be achieved in one

month or even six months, but
steps must be taken ltowards

achieving these goals immedi-
ately,

Need for Freedom

Just a few days back | read a
news |lgm In Dally Star
that 32 ?druum have been caF-
tured In connecfion with
"Wednesday's (June 25) violent
incident” in Badda. It is because
of such incidents that we (1 and
boys like myself) are afraid of
going out or are not allowed by
our parents to roam around in
the streets, which are at present
S0 very insecure.

I am rather thin and not
physically very strong for my
age. It is
that reason that my parents
think more than twice before
allowing me to walk in the
streets of Banani alone. At my
age | am supposed to go outdoors
and spend my time (allocated
for fun) playing in the play-
grounds or open fields. How-
ever, now for fear of kidnappers
and such miscreants, | am con-
fined to my 50-feet-long drive-
way within the gate for my play
Oor exercise.

My father often tells me that
he, in his school days. used to
walk to the playground three
miles away everyday from
home just to play football. I
wonder whether | could walk
such a long distance alone even
once without risking my life.
How do | know that while | am
walking, someone will not stick
a knife or gun in my back? How
do 1 know that a car will not
pull up and a man will not come
out ol it and hold a chloro-
formed cloth on my mouth to
haul me off? There are so many
stories nowadays of children
being kidnapped for selling
their organs.

Kidnapping and such other
criminal activities were present
in Bangladesh also in the past.

' nome

lo be able to do anything abeut -

perhaps because of

ac-

ly that nobody

It.

Just a few days back, an ado-
lescent girl was kidnapped
two women from a place near
J University cam-
pus in Savar. She was made un-

sconscious and taken some-

where far away from Savar.
When the girl regained con-
sciousness, she rshouted for
help. The people around were
attracted by her voice and the
girl was luckily saved. The mis-
creants were caught. There
are some cases where victim
is not so lucky. The son of a
5}.m.rd in the same university

d not come back from school
one day. It is rumoured that his
dead body was later discovered
and the head was ;

These are just a two cases
which occurred within the past
fortnight. Hundreds of such
cases are occurring throughout
the country every year.

I am confident that the po-
lice authorities are their
best to deal with the situation.
However, some of the policemen
are alleged to be rather dishon-
est. They are often blamed of
accepting bribes and letting
lawbreakers get away. As a re-
sult, the true criminals are of-
ten not caught and they keep on
doi their criminal activities.
On the other hand, innocent
people are sometimes caught on

suspicion, without any proof,
and are sent to jail. Sometimes
they are beaten to death by the
i “on rumour and suspi-
cion. This is, however, not

“Janagan’s” fault. , too, are
scared of the unmunnml?'ahle num-

Eut rijnt]y such l::!'l _
vity" has incgea so phe-|,, lifters and would grab at any
m-\—mmfm A

-of them without trying to”
“tain whether the sus

ber of terrorists and child

"ter-
rorist” is guilty or not. Al-
though the nt says
that no one uld take the t
in his own hands, yet people :
come hlgm emotional and
cruel (as

unsociable. Some of us run
away from home not able
to remain c up any

and li_l;cn rmnlidjlhnnﬂl
ways for a not

to any one of these typutf':ﬁ
do feel frustrated beca 1 am

use

imprisoned in between the four
Is of my house. But |
fortunate enough to have par-
ents who ean afford a car,

which can take me to places
without my ha to walk to
any destination. But what of
those who are not enough
to ride a car? What become
of them?

| shall leave the answer to
those who have taken the time |
and patience to read my
th ts, and to the authorities

government.
Bangladesh belongs to all of us
each, and of us has the
right to walk in the streets

without ha% to worry about

the safety security of our
lives.

M Saninur Rahman
Class IX

Sunbeams Senior School
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Structuring the Rural Infrastructure

While welcoming the gov-
ermment’s initiative under the
new bud]gct to seriously tackle
the problem of a s y devel-
opment of the rural infrastruc-
ture network in the country, it
is hoped that the new central
coordination agency will not
allow the project to be turned
into another old sherbet in a
new bottle.

The exercise is not new — we
have become a veteran of fail-
Ures.

Successive regimes for
decades have been grappling
with this complex and basic

foundation work, which is the
very base for poverty allevia-
tion, to pull up half the popula-

tion from below the poverty
line

What were the weaknesses of
the previous plans? The new
roject outline may be pub-
ished and debated at specialist
seminars and workshops The
detailed planning will take
quite some time (without stop-
ping the ongoing projects), and
the Initlal commencement of
the work will not get off the
ground eastly, as many agencies
are involved (the Dhaka City
Corporation has similar prob-
lems)

The implementation of the
first phase is critical for moti-
vation and morale building
Without the minimum take-o

L speed, the project may once

An Observer

again bog down. Hence the
number one obstacle is coordi-
nation at routine (not emer-
gency) level, in which we are
still weak. Administrative sys-
tems analysis is required to
overcome the perennial weak-
ness in coordination and team
work. based on past ence.

There are several levels:
concept and planntnF: field
work, monitoring, evaluation,
fast feedback, and updated or
revised inputs. Many min-
istries, departments and agen-
cies are involved. Hence the top
coordinating agency must have
enough authority to take deci-
sions without a lot ufa}ngﬂ-
work (compare BB. SEC, DSE
and DCC).

Then comes another hurdie,
the gradation of the priorities
involved in each district, sec-
tor-wise (different priorities at
different points). Without a seif-
government body in operation
at the lower tiers, looking up to
Dhaka at every step would be
frustrating. time—and fund—
wise, The LG concept is linked
with the administrative re-
forms at the centre. The latter
programme has been talked—
about by all the past regimes.
but the real exercise does not get
going in earmest. Concept and
visualisation look atlractive
before the field work starts — it
is one slage before reality.

meaning, the proof of the pud-
gin,g lies in I'llh:l:v:tlmg- But we
ave eno o it ex-
perience to be sucoesaful.
Another issue to be exam-
ined is how the private sector is
going to be involved in this
project. It is a three-dimen- |

sional network, with the time
factor as the fourth dimension |
(the fifth is the elusive private
sectort). Is there go to be a
consortium of consultants for
the overall view from the out-
side for getting the proper per-
spective to se te the

from the ch How the conti-
nuity is going to be maintained
in such a complex un

The role of the dgmnt Incf:lr
cooperatlives ma ta

closer tmrd:lnlu};n at m'u'
and local levels.

The key elements are com-
munication and transport,
linked to financial services for
marketing and procurement.
and storage and at the
small business level We have
developed microcredit systems,
but are still struulin.‘ with the
micro business world. Business
democracy”™ has to trickle down,
both in the urban and rural
areas, to believe in the
that "small is beautiful °

Anyway the authorities will
be a with all Ilh! aspects
of this complex planni to
make vital project su«eu‘f\gl to
break the isolation of the rural
world




