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squad for the forth
nation Asia Cup cricket tour-

nament opening here and re-
tained Arjuna Ranatunga as
skipper, report agencies.

Strike bowler Chaminda
Vaas, has returned to the team
after an injury layoff but mid-
dle-order bat Hashan Tilleker-
atne has been left out due to in-

ju,*lﬂckmtm suffered a frac-
ture in his hand after being hit
by a Curtly Ambrose delivery
d last month's tour of the
Cari an. which Vaas missed
after straining his back.

The four-nation tournament
will feature India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
Pakistan will meet world
champions Sri Lanka in the
first match tournament on July

14.
SQUAD

Arjuna Ranatunga (captain),
Sanath Jayasuriya, Marvan
Atapattu, Aravinda de Silva,
Romesh Kaluwitharana, Ku-
mara Dharmasena, Roshan
Mahanama, Upul Chandana,
Ruwan Kalpage, Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan, Sanjeeva de Silva,
Chaminda Vaas, Lanka de
Silva, Dulip Liyanage.

Comilla clinch
v'ball title

Azad book the final slot

Azad Sporting

berth in next
ear's eight-team
remier hockey

)
W

edged past Bagﬁdesh Railway

with a 3-2 victory in their last

Green Delta First Division en-

%lag:ment at the National

ockey Stadium yesterday.
lnE}a; see-saw affair which
saw the first half locked in 1-1,
skipper Zubayer put the win-

ners ahead through a field goal

in the 13th minute but Wasim
hel the Railway to catch up

with Azad just after 12 minutes.

" DCC to host
reception for
cricketers today

Dhaka City Corporation will
host a reception in honour of
the ICC trophy champions
Bangladesh cricket team today
at 5 pm at the Nagar Bhaban,
reports UNB.

Dhaka City Mayor and also
President of the Bangladesh
Football Federation oham-

mad Hanif will be the chief
guest at the reception.

Club booked their

Sports Reporter

Atter the breather, Moqgsed
and Yen netted two field goals
in two minutes to put Azad back
in the driving seat before Za-
man pulled one back in the 59th
minute.

With
raisin

esterday’'s win, Azad,
their point tally to 23
from 15 matches, secured the
last place in next year's eight-
team fray from this year's 16-
team | e race, having taken
a lead of five points over their
nearest rivals Wari Club who
were able to collect 18 points
with one match in hand. the
other halilid ! p:é’ith lh?m dcfﬁ;t
Railway slip to 11th posi-
tion in the league as they ended
their campaign with 16 points.
The seven other teams
which will feature in a new
league format next season are:
champions Mohammedan
Sporting Club, Usha Krira
Chakra, Abahani Krira
Chakra, Mariner Youngs Club,
Ajax Sporting Club, Sadharan
Bima KS and Farashganj SC.

SPORTING CLUB

RIDE ON IQBAL

Earlier in the day's first
match, Indian player Igbal
Singh scored a hattrick as
Bangladesh Sporting Club
handed Bachelor Sporting Club

a 0-3 defeat at the same venue.

In a one-sided affair, Igbal,
one of the three Indian recruits
of Bangladesh Sporting Club
struck all the three goals in the
2nd, 12th and 45th minutes. It
was 22nd hattrick of the league
so far.

The win, the sixth in 15
matches, raised the point tall
of the old-town outfit to 1
points and enabled them to
share ninth place with Wari
Club.

On the other hand, it was the
tenth defeat for Bachelors in 15
matches which kept them glued
to their previous collection of
seven points.

Div 111 soccer

Sports Reporter
Lalbagh Sportin
recorded a soli victory
over Deepali Jubo Sangha in
one of the lwanhird Division
football Super league encoun-
ters playch;t th«:gll-‘I Army Sta-

dium yesterday.

After a barren first half,
Monir struck the match-winner
in the 68th minute.

The other match between
Rayerbazar Athletics Club and
Sunrise Sporting Club ended in

a goalless draw.
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|1 Aminul returns

from London
Sports Reporter

Vice-captain Aminul Islam
Bulbul has returned from Lon-
don yesterday morning to join
his teammates who are busy in
taking final preparations for
the forthcoming four-nation
sixth Asia Cup, beginning in
Colombo from July 14.

With permission of the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB), Aminul was playing for
the Bristol Cricket Club in the
14-team Central Yorkshire Pro-
fessional league in London.

During his two-month stay
in England the k

solid performance for his
adopted county.

He scored 411 runs which
included five fifties and cap-

tured ten wickets in 11 matches,

told the dark and dagper all-
rounder to the Daily St

evening. He hoped to
mugrthy teamn after the Asia Cup.

"The fans and man

of the Br;lstnl Cnckt;:lt Clupcrf
tremely happy with my or-
mance. They have already as-
sured me to keep me in their

team in the coming seasons”, he

a stew

Sports Reporter
Australia were strugglin
‘i.v.rig'i_lh 173 It;ga seven when ba

ight sto
day of the third Test against
England at Old Trafford yester-

day.

Mark Taylor's decision to
bat first after
backfired as the visitors lost
three wickets for 78 runs before
lunch.

Veteran Steve Waugh, with a
gritty, 43 kept a lone battle to
guide his to some respectability
when the stumps were drawn.

Before the
medium pace attack. led by the
history-making Dean Headley,
sent shock waves through the

Australian batting in an
eventful moming.
Headley setup Taylor's

demise brilliantly. He hit the
left hander on the side of the

helmet with his fifth ball and

an over later squared him up
with a ball that cut away, tak-

ing the outside edge en route to

Graham Thorpe at first slip.
‘Mark Waugh. fresh from a

brilliant 173 in Australia’'s in-

nings win over Hampshire be-

fore the Test, was caught behind
off Ealham,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard Thursday. al
lunch on the first day ol the
third Test between Australia
and and at Old Trafford:

player of the
national team showed pretty

ar last
join the

ement
is ex-

toss soon

unch England’s

play of the first

Having a closeup
view ol the way an
event is watched
in Bangladesh
over the past
twenty years, it
leaves one skepti

cal whether the game of cricket
here needs any neutral follower
of the game. You have to choose
between India or Pakistan
period. More amazing is the fact
that this trend is gaining
strength at a time when we are
working ourselves onto the
path ot formal recognition as
an international cricket team.

While the emotional at-
tachment of an ardent fan to
any favourite side or team or
even nation can always be sym-
pathized, discussions around a
match between India and Pak-
istan leading to arguments
which are better seen in a polit-
ical campaign can only confuse
the neutrals who obviously care
more about the game than its

nents. Tony Greig, the for-
mer Captain of the English
cricket team now a prominent
commentator of the game, on
several occasions has ressed
his amazement at the level of
tension and exuberance dis-
played by the respective fans
during an Indo-Pak match in

. these countries. To him, the ex-

citement is at times even
reater than a traditional
hes match between England
and Australia. Coming from a
player who has played some
naif-hmng Ashes games in the

Reaz Shaheed

70s this is a strong enough cer-
tificate. One wonders what
Tony's reactions would be if
only he had seen the Indo-Pak
supporters in Bangladesh.

e nature of the support,
one is convinced, is of entirely
different proportions in
Bangladesh. The very recently
concluded Independence Cup in
India featuring India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and New Zealand in
all its excitement and glory has
yet been another platform
where the Indo-Pak fans in
B adesh have demonstrated
their feelings to each other
which are not simply confined
to the innocence of the game but
to a more complicated political
and at times embarrassingly
communal fervour. The role of
a neutral was unacceptable and
construed as passive meaning
that if you do not support Pak-
istan then you have to be an In-
dian fan and vice-versa.

If there is one reason for
which we must be thankful(?) to
our pre enerations it is
the way they have fashioned
our culture for ages by which
every ar attitude to be
motiva by a pro-India and
pro-Pakistani or anti-India
and anti-Pakistani feeling. In-
deed they have fashioned it so

well, that even after a quarter of

a century since Bangladesh be-
came an independent country,
this continues to dominate any
agenda or argument in a politi-
cal campaign but then used in
sports it is ultimately threaten-
ing to kill the spirit geynnd the

Whe Buily Stur 11

Trauma for the neutrals

reco limit.

History shows that we, the
people of this country cannot
practice moderation when it
came to emotions and outburst
of feelings. But how long can
that be used as an excuse? After
all india and Pakistan are not
the last words of the game and
will never be. Thus cricket or
any other sport for that matter
can never be an instrument for
settling political differences.
Realistically speaking, the po-
litical differences in Bangla-
desh conce out néighbours
are far too traditionally if not
communally motivated for a
sport to settle.

In all its glory the game of
cricket has had its share of con-
tribution towards humanity
and peace over the years. Not
long ago, South Africa was
looked down as a country
committed against humanity.
Yet, the have now become one of
the most popular teams around
the world, thanks to as much as
Nelson Mandela as the wonder-
ful skills of Hansie Cronje,
Alan Donald, Jonty Rl.odes,
Paul Adams, Gary Kirsten and
others. Can we pause and take a
leaf from their k?

Prejudiced by politics which
is derived from traditional and
communal animosity, no sup-
port is really worth anything in
sports and no amount of emo-
tional attachment can ever ex-
cuse that.

(The writer is a contributor
to the Star Sport)
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Another suit was filed in
Seattle, WIlhll:ﬂ'lnn_ seeking
relief not available under
Nevada laws.

Armed Forces
accord cricketers’
reception

Bangladesh Armed Forces
accorded a reception to the ICC

airline of the UAE, is sponsor-
ing top Bangladeshi golfer
Shawkat-uz-Zaman to partici-
pate in the 61st Commonwealth
olf tournament in the UK.
hawkat is the first Bangla-
deshi to be invited to partici-
pate in the prestigious event,
says a press release.
Shawkat flew from Dhaka to
London on Emirates on yester-
day to join 100 golfers from
Commonwealth countries com-
ﬁtmg in the tournament at

off Olympic silver medalist
Frankie Fredericks and Bailey
to win in 9.90 seconds,

went wr
The field was one of the
fastest ever assembled outside

P Tt b b

:

in 10.08.

After winning the US title
last month — also in 9.90 sec-
onds — Greene warned that it
was time for an American to
take control of the world of
sprinting, after Wednesday's

erformance his rivals will
ave to take him very seriously

mq%ﬂéhc women's 100 metres,
Gail Devers, who missed the US
Championships because of in-
jury, boun back by beating

hampion Marion
Trophy champions national alton Heath from July 7 to 9. American ¢ P

G cric ? team at the Kurmitola | The tournament, held annually Jones in lﬂjgd—t-h 1thc fastest

Golf Club, Dhaka Cantonment | since 1921, is m@iuﬂ by the time in the mri:l s y:ﬁrcad {

yesterday, says a press release. Lucifer Golfi ety whose Dcveraju?j:u i Egd s ﬂ_ﬁ

Benicﬁ:u pﬂm. and officials atron is H The Duke of Jones, who d I;ﬁ dur:tt

of the team, office-bearers of ork. dredth of a Deversm t; di

the Bangladesh Cricket Board Shawkat, who currently the moment cannot go to

J

Players and officials of the

Comilla team, which lifted the Multidrive 16th national youth

man, Chief of the Naval Staff
Rear Admiral Mohammad Nu-
rul Islam, Chief of the Air Staff
Air Vice-Marshal Jamal Uddin
Ahmed and senior military of-
ficers including

PSO's and

Pakistan, Dubai, Nepal and In-
dia.

His triumphs include win-
ning the KLM Silver Dagger
Tournament in Dubai in 1993,
the Queen's Silver Jubilee Cup,

Bangladesh's Shawkat-uz-Zaman flew to London on Emi-

rates yesterday to take part in the 61st Commonwealth
golf tournament in England. Emirates' local station man-

ionships be-
and former team c of the lays off a handicap of 4, is the World Cham
national cricket team attended angladesh's highest-ranked cause she 'im the US trials
the reception. amateur golfer and is no _andﬂwaau::u selectcdﬂ E e
Bl | e e conmpie 185 hare i
eutenant General | petition, Nng represen
""" Huhyammad Mahbubur Rah- | country in China, Sri Lanka, athletics chiefs decide to give

wild cards to defending cham-

pions, as is now expected.
World and Dljr'rrgic high-
hurdles champion Allen Joh-
son also defied the wet condi-
tions to clock the fastest time in

: he men's
Formation Commanders were | the Malaysia Cup [twice), the | agar Murshed Ahmed saw off the player at the Zia Inter- the world this Y ies e
* . i I lﬂ h Sl 13- 1? H}'
volleyball title, pose after defeating Gazipur in the final yesterday. — Star photo IPFEH-'ﬂt on the occasion. Fﬂklﬂglf;lﬂup the Aga Khan ' national Airport. — Star photo ]"‘“’““
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