went h a process of
imperial scramble for
possession, colonization and
exploitation. Since the 1950s
the winds of inde had
swept through the continent.
But Africa ;}ld an ldditiutr:é
agony. that It

traumatized
decades. In the meantime,
Africa went through a process
of political ation, anti-
colonial struggle, liberation,
non-alignment, and soul-
searching through its
continental entity of the

(()ﬁunjnunn of African Unity
(OAU). Yet Africa. for much of

the past few decades, was
more an t. rather

a subject of international

relations. It was affected by the

vicious cies of colonialism
and alised under heels
of big wer chauvinism,

and Cold War. It had
little role to play in global
affairs.

Apartheid is currently a
matter of history. The leader of
the erstwhile anti-apartheid

s Bt
world-wide for his ve
and vision, Htlsnnpcmgla.
has emerged a role player, me-
diating in the continent's civil
strife and has earned a reputa-

ca for over five

tion for his "gp-between" role in
Africa's conflict situations.
Once again, Africa seems re-
awakened to a new reality.
Mandela, symbolizing the vi-
sion of a new Africa, been
welcomed and honoured as a
state-guest in many of the

world's ugu.ln Among others,
B adesh was also a long-

standing candidate to receive
and honour the South African
liberation hero, to which he is
well-entitled. Eventually he
came to esh on a
sombre . the day of sil-
ver jubilee celebration of the
country's independence, per-
haps also to soothe the sagging
popularity and fledgling morale
of our persuasive Prime Minis-
ter.

As Africa looks toward a
new future, legacies of aut
and conflict, disharmony an
disease, hunger and poverty
continue to haunt Africa and
constrain its ss. Yet the
African leaders have set them-
selves to stake the claim of
their continent to be a major
player on the world stage. As
they met in Harare (4-5th June)
in the 33rd annual summit of
the 53-nation Organization of
African Unity (OAU), the
seemed determined to shake o

their im as "wretched on-
looker.” rican leaders are
unwilling to accept the view

that "Africa is an insignificant
partner in international politi-

of the Bangladeshi
entrepreneurs. Some of the Bangladeshi primary produce, semi-finished commodities and finished con-

sumer-oriented products (some of which are world-class) would find easy access to African markets

cal and economic relations."
Africa currently looks beyond
colonial legacies, Apartheid
and Cold War iIntrusion. The
search is on for a new destiny: it

is time for a political and eco-

nomic renaissance in Africa.
Like the rest of the Third World,
Africa no longer can ignore the
call for democracy and devel-
opment, human rights and ac-
countability.

The new African renaissance
has both internal as well as
international implications.
Internally, Africa seems poised
to take a greater responsibility,
to quote Mandela, "for her woes

use the immense cnléicuv:
wisdom it possgsses to make re-
ality of the idea of the African
renaissance.” At the political
level, it may mean greater
commitment to democratic
practice and accountability,
political accommeodation of the
dissenting forces, and sensitiv-
ity toward human rights. All
this would mean overcomin
the Africa's age-old problems o
military cnug:can conflicts.
Efforts have n underway to
find permanent peace in the
feuding countries such as Sierra

Leone and Somalia,
Liberia. Economically, efforts
to form an African economic
community has also been re-

vamped.

. Externally, the new Africa
also wishes to assert her right
to be an equal partner in world
affairs. An African renaissance
internationally thus contem-

lates that, again to quote

andela, "Africa refuses to be
passive onlooker in a ch
world, [a] hapless victim to
modern machinations by the
forces historically responsible
for her woes." To place the
African view in positive terms,
Africa wants two seats, with
veto powers, in an expanded Se-
curity Council of the United
Nations. With the two seats the
African leaders want to take
into account the interests of
both Sub-Saharan Africa and
the Arabic-speaking north. The
African leaders are in no mood
to compromise on their demand
for veto powers, as a OAU digni-
tary has equated "a seat without
veto powers to a castrated bull."

Certainly, not all that they
desire or wish are "moonshine
and roses.” The election of
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Rickshaw Sramik
| League

Dhaka City Rickshaw Sra-
mik (DCRSL) yesterday
thanked the rickshawpu
for pulling rickshaws in the

city streets t-hour
hartal call given the BNP,

reports BSS

In a joint statement Mo-
hammad Montu and M Mujibur
Rahman, president and

mﬂﬂs for zﬂi:fg hﬂ

and said, when the Awami

budget for relief and rehabiita.

tion of the poor the o tion

BNP could neot reconcile to it.
They alleged the opposition
wanted to leave the coun-

try as hostage to terrorists and
toll collectors.

Social Welfare

Officers Assoc

Bangladesh Social Welfare
Officers Mﬂm‘g.terday
Eovernment for vpgrading 460
government for u
officers of the Sﬁal elfare

ate into the class one

post, reports BSS.

In a statement M Abdus
Samad, t of the associ-
ation, said the order about the
upgradation of the officers of
Social Welfall;: Directuf;ﬁe was
supposed to be issued years
ago. But he said, the order was
delayed due to various adminis-
trative complexities.

The president of the associa-
tion said the long s de-
mand of the social welfare offi-
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cers was met by the sincere ef-
fulnlr.t: of D}ttlﬁeltlte mln;:ter in
charge Social
e * Ministry

He said the upgradation of
the social welfare officers
would help them contribute to
the socio-economic develop-
ment of the distressed, unem-

ed, orphans and the re-
as well to the implemen-

tation of the 'poverty allevia-
tion programme’ as p by
the Minister

The president said that the
members of the association

would play a pioneering role in
lummfuﬁy implementing the

programmes of government.

Clarification
by ISPR

Attention of the army
quarters has been drawn to the
I-th puahu th{::-l rmchrl ;'f

€ press ut
rocket launcher ﬁ'onll the city's
Arambagh area, an ISPR press
release said yesterday, reports

The press release said the re-
ports about the power and char-
acteristics of the recovered
rocket launcher quoting the
army and its members, are not
true. In fact, it said, the army
did not issue any statement in
any newspapers in this regard.

The press release said the
Pubuu of this kind of mis-
cading statement or remark
without the consent of the con-
cerned department or officials
could not be desirable for the
sake of keeping the army above
all controversies.
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Islami Oikya Jote held a protest rally at the south gate of
Baitul Mokarram Mosque yesterday.

—Star photo
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After shedding some 20.000
workforce th the so-called
golden handshake programme

a few years back, the Bangla-

desh lway still has about
15,000 surplus manpower,
reports UNB.

The government has ap-

nted a consultant to ascer-
ain the requirement of man-
power for the national railway
with its existing network,
Communications Minister An-
war Hossain told Parliament

yesterday.
R:]plyigf to a question from
Abdul Latif Mirza of the Awami

League, the minister said the
number of officials and em-
ployees of the railway was re-
duced from 65,000 to 45,000
now. .

But the railway still has
about Liﬂ-:.'ld lddltlunﬂa m.t;
power, L t
consultant mldmn‘m the ac-
tual manpower need of the
railway department consider-
ing its existing network.

Hossain, in this regard,
lauded a step of the previous
BNP government to stop over-
time benefit for the third and
ii:ﬂ“urth class employees of the

, saying it was a good
. the BNP.

The railway had to spend Tk
10-15 crore a year tncPay over -
time bills in the past despite its
ou:;plu- workforce. He said the
rallway department arranges
overtime duty whenever it
needs.

Replying to another ques-
tions frumgda.inal Abedin Haz-
ari (AL), the minister said the

government has a plan to con-

' vert the 320-kilometre Dhaka-

Chittagong rail route into a
doubile-line one.

Of the line, 120 kilometres
have already been converted
into double and construc-
tion of double line between
Tongl and Bhairab Bazar on the
route is now under process, he
said.

He said the 64-kilometre
line will cost Tk 200 crore, in-
cluding Tk 76 crore in foreign
exchange. A German consultant
has submitted his r on the
feasibility of the double line on
the route in July last year.

The project will be started
when the necessary foreign as-
sistance is available, he said.

Replying to ABM Abul
Kashem of the Awami League.
Hossain informed that the gov-

' | ernment had a plan to construct
| new rail roads in Gazi
| gail, Narsingdi, Kis oreganyj.

. Tan-

NOW THEN, CHERIE — TAKE ME
FAND THERAREQVER, NVBO
LOOK AT THOSE RUBIES !

ORG —

Cox’'s Bazar, Khulna and Bager-
hat districts.

The coun has present]
2,706.01 kilometres of rail-

wqa:‘hc added.
€ minister replied to

ﬂﬁt}"{ﬂ"m Chuwdhh of the
at Banglades ;‘.Ihrly
has earned a revenue income of
Tk 355 crore its revenue
ture of Tk 358.83 crore
May of fiscal 1996-97.
It is expected that the Rail-
way will register a profit of over

Tk 3 crore at the end of the fis-
cal, he said. The balance sheet
of the Railway for the financial

year is to comEIﬂed
Repmng to Abul Kalam

Azad of the Awami League, the
minister informed that con-
struction of rail tracks on the
Jamuna Bridge would be started
next December.

BSCIC industrial
estate to be
set up in each
L L] -,
district by 98

The government will set up
Bangladesh Small and Cot
Industries Corporation (BSCIC)
industrial estate in each district
b}; 1998, and in all thanas in
P , reports BSS,

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed said
this in the Jatiya Sangsad yes-
terday while speaking on a res-
olution moved by the BNP lagis-
lator Shamsuzzaman Dudu.

He said the government had
taken decision to establish
some 77 BSCIC industrial es-
tates, 44 of which have already
been set up.

Referring to a meeting held
on December 17, 1995, the min-
ister said it had decided to set up
more BSCIC industrial estates
instead of one in each divi-
sional headquarters.

Tofael Ahmed sought coop-
eration of all, irrespective of
party affiliation, to carry for-
ward the government plan for
iIndustrialisation.

Eight members from both
the ruling and opposition
benches on the resolution
demanding establishment of
industrial estates in their re-
spective thanas.

Later, Shamsuzzman Dudu
withdrew his resolution follow-

ing the statement of the minis-
ter.

ola and

B4e£ro
Rly has 15000 surplus
manpower, JS told

Ghana's Kofi Annan to the
much-cherished position of the
UN Secretary-General after
Egypt's Butros Butros Ghali
ﬁave Africa a renewed confi-
ence. The ultimate defeat of
the old imperial colonialists as
well as neo-colonialists in the
form of Apartheid added fur-

ther potency to Africa's gruw'lnﬁ
wnrlt?o aspirations. Africa's ol
colonial

saw the ch

ards, and new African faces

ave come to international
limelight. Kofi Annan or Nel-
son Mandela may A?lmholizc
the hopes of a new can re-
naissance, but the internal as-
pirations are plagued by the
continent’s age-old legacies and
problems, whereas the interna-
tional aspirations are subject to
a global consensus. As it ap-

pears, the current permanent
members of the UN Security

and neo-colonial
nightmare may be over, Africa | |
ange of the old-

Council balk at the idea of giv-

‘Ing veto powers to the develop-

ing countries of the Third
World, be it India or Indonesia,
Brazil or South Africa. Already
Germany and Japan have been
pushing hard to join the rank:
what seems certain that
Africa's insistence in similar
g;'levﬂeg:u will make the bid by

economic colossus of Europe

“and Asia more difficult,

Africa, despite its current
stance of renaissance, has to go
a long way towards resurgence.
Liberia, Somalia, Sierra Leone,
and now Republic of Eunﬁn
(Congo-Brazzaville) look like
critical ﬁati:nts awaitin
surgery. Nigeria, Sudan an
Congo are still "non-function-
‘iﬂ‘r;g giants” of Africa. Southern

rica, emerging from long
struggle against imperial ex-

loitation and Apartheid, of-
ers a ray of hope for Africa's fu-
ture. Opportunities for devel-

ings for Bangladesh

opment there provide addi-
tional growth potential, espe-
clally in the countries where
peace has been restored, like
h.nﬁula and the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, formerly Zaire,
as Runi Khan wrote (The Da(&r;
Star, 10 June 1997). Curren y
facing the challenges of democ-
ralr:'iy through consensus, South
Africa alone is under oing the
tests of freedom, while at the
same time upholding the re-
sponsibilities of freedom,

As Africa adjusts itself to
global change and reform there
Fets momentum, opportunities
or countries such as ours loom
large. Africa’s desire to expand
its multilevel ties with fellow
developing countries are well-
known. Bangladesh's expected
participation in the groups such
as D-8 and the Indian Ocean
Rim (IOR} would offer her the
necessary openings for being a
partner in Africa's develop-
ment. It has an established 'I:LH-
tural affinity with Africa's
north and also has had a con-
sistently broad political com-
radeship with the rest. Having
served in Africa's peacekeeping
in man an instance,
Bangladesh shares the aspira-

tions of the African renaissance
more than other nations.

Moreover, Africa’s untapped
resources offer tremendous op-
portunities for shared invest-
ment of the Bangladeshi en-
g.:pgrlzgeuﬁs. Some of the

an eshi prim roduce,

semi-finished ::ummodm ities and
finished consumer-oriented
products (some of which are
world-class) would find ac-
cess to African markets.
Bangladesh's NGO experience in
community development with
gender participation is of
unique order, attracting the at-
tention even of the developed
world and that would be a wel-
come experience for much of
Africa to replicate. Relation-
ships at the level of business to
business may thus be fruitfully
extended to micro-level societal
experiences of both Bangladesh
and its African partners. It
seems imperative that
Bangladesh should look beyond
the conflictual environment of
its neighbourhood to a wider
horizon that would benefit her
people in material terms as well
as in world outlook.

The author is a Professor of
International Relations, Uni-
versity of Dhaka.

Larth Summit+5 Ends with Little
Progress on Environmental Issues

Judy Aita writes from UN HQ

FTER five days of speech-

es from international le-

aders and weeks of

intense negotiations, the Gen-

eral Assembly special session

on the environment ended June

28 without much agreement on

how to put into practice

rotective measures adopted
ve years ago.

Negotiators were also unable
to come up with a separate
statement expressing a political
commitment to action on the
environment.

Razali Ismail, president of
the assembly called the overall
result "pretty sobering”. But, he
added, the session was "a
honest attempt” that did not
“try to sweep things under the
carpet, to put a gloss on some-
thing that is not there.” This
special session was known as

arth Summit+5 because it
came five years after the un-
recedented gathering of world
eaders in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
for a summit on the environ-
ment.

The failure to agree on a po-
litical statement sent a mes-
sage, Razali said, that "under-
lines how difficult it is to try to
encapsulate issues...when over
five years you have not had

enough ;
o s3id at 3 prgss
T A

enough to recognize the -
tiuna%} our promises, our polit-
ical commitments and our con-
tinuing inability to meet the
targets in the international
context,” he said.

The special session was able
a document called "The Pro-
gram for Further Implementa-

politan

the first u:m:, we mlhﬁn 1-

tion of Agenda 21". It called on
governments to follow through

on the ambitious plan of action

(known as Agenda 21) adopted
at the Rio Earth Summit,

At Rio in 1992 "we reached
the zenith of our enthusiasm
and commitment to sustainable
development and the environ-
ment,” Razali said. "Since then,
many other things have come
our way which have distracted
our attentions from that... A
sense of parochialism has
spread over much of the devel-
-oped world that has affected the
wi ess of those countries
to e available funds, re-
sources, ODA (official develop-
ment assistance), technology
transfers, all kinds of things."

What is needed now, the
president said, is for non-gov-
ernmental organizations to

mﬁcrnmnnts.
He acknowledged that in

some cases developing nations
also blocked agreement. Devel-
oping countries had "a sense of
being aggrieved” because some
of the promises of the past five
{leara were not kept. Therefore,

¢ said, they were not in a very

agreeable mood. During the
five-day summit, delegates
heard from 198 s rs that .

luded President Clinton and

4] othir heads of state and 44 '

environment ministers. Over
160 UN member-nations partic-
ipated along with 34 others
groups, including UN agencies
and non-governmental organi-
zations representing women,
indigenous people, farmers,
trade unions, the private sector
and youth.

One youth representative. a

14(—{3&1--01:1 from Sierra Leone,
told the assembly to "give youn

people hope in a benighte

world where we seem to be
sleep-walking into the 21st
Century without a map or a
candle.”

President Clinton's address
on June 26 brought a mixed re-
acting from delegations and
private groups looking to the
United States to provide strong
leadership on some of the criti-
cal issues facing the planet, es-
pecially on limiting the emis-
sion of greenhouse gases that
warm Earth and could signifi-
cantly change the planet's cli-
mate.

Clinton said that "the sci-
ence is clear and compelling :
we humans are changing the
global climate” and "no nation
can evade its responsibility to
confront” the problem. Ap-
plauding the European leaders’
push for agreement on a 15 per
cent reduction by 2010 when the
countries that have signed the
current climate change treaty
meet in Kyoto, Japan in Decem-
ber, Clinton stopped short of
making any US commitment.
This was not unexpected, but
disappointing to environmen-
tal groups nevertheless. ;

"We will work with our -

' ple'—'and 'we Wwill bririg to Kl;rg?b
a strong American comimit-.

ment to realistic and binding
limits that will significantly
reduce our emissions of green-
house gases,” he said.

"We must all do our part —
industrial nations that emit the
largest quantities of greenhouse
gases and developing nations
whose emissions are growing

Envoy hosts dinner in Tokyo

Hasina recalls Japan's support '
during Liberation War

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hadina attended a dinner,
hosted by Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to Ja Rashed Ahmed,
in Tokyo last night. reports
BSS.

Prince and Princess Hitachi
attended the dinner, held at the
Imperial Hotel Tokyo. A cross
section of Japanese elite and
the business leaders also at-
tended.

Members of the Prime Min-
ister's entourage, including Fi-
nance Minister Shah AMS Kib-
ria and State Minister for For-
eign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, as well as official
of the Bangladesh Embassy
were also ;

The me Minister ex-
changed greetings with the

guests and enquired about their

Brief] speaking on the oc-
casion, g’hcm'l Haflna said she

was to be in Japan on the
occasion of the silver jubilee of
diplomatic relations between
Japan and Bangladesh. She re-

called Japan's contribution to
the Liberation War of Bangla-
desh as well as helping Bangla-
desh in her infrastructural
development and rehabil-
itation since the post-libera-

tion days.

Refi to Japan's recogni-
tion to B desh on Febru
10, 1972, Sheikh Hasina sai
that this r tion at the time

of consolidating our indepen-
dence and sovereignty %ead
helped us significantly. She
also referred to the visit of the
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man to Japan in 1973 which
‘'ushered in a new era of our bi-
lateral relations.’

She particularly recalled
with gratitude the outstanding
contributions of the then
Prime Minister of Japan late
Sato, fnrcign Minister late
Fukuda and late Hayakawa,
who had supported the cause of
our liberation. She also re-
called the role of the intellectu-
als and distinguished personal-

ities of Japan who had assisted
our Liberation War in various
ways. "| remember with grati-
tuc;;.! the role of Japanese media
in favour of our Liberation War
...we will never forget the con-
tribution of school students
who donated their tifin money
for the cause of the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh," she said.
Before the dinner., a short
film on B abandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, with special
reference to his historic March

7 speech as well as his visit to
Japan in 1973, was shown.
Another report adds: Prime
Minister She Hasina had a
breakfast meeting with Motoe
Hayakawa, widow of Haya-
kawa, at her hotel suite in

Tnlﬁu yesterday.
ayakawa, founder pres-
ident of Japan-Bangladesh

Friendship Asuuciatiitm. Pad
played a pioneering role in fos-
te the relationship between
B adesh and Japan.

Prof Tsuyoshi Nava was also
present.
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Prizes were distributed among the winners of a poster contest for children, u;'gnniud by
the United Nations Populations Fund (UNFPA) in observance of World Population Day '97,

at the Shishu Academy auditorium yesterday.

—Star photo

rapidly,” Clinton said.

"Here in the United States,
we must do better. With 4 per
cent of the world's population,
we produce 20 per cent of its
greenhouse gases. Frankly our
record since Rio is not suffi-
cient... So we must do better,
and we will," the president
promised.

In adopting "The Program
for the Further Implementation
of Agenda 21" in the early
hours of June 28, delegations
agreed to hold another compre-
hensive review in 2002. But the
program contained no concrete
steps for cutting greenhouse gas
emissions, protecting forests,
increasing aid to developing
countries or dealing with toxic

chemicals.
The p m did not that the

position of many countries on
greenhouse gases was  still
evolving. It also recognized that
there was widespread, but not
universal, agreement that it
would be necessary to consider
legally binding ‘targets for
emissions of these by de-
veloped and East European
countries by specific dates, such
as 2005, 2010 or 2020.

On forests, the session rec-
ommended that governments
work through an ad hoc, open-

. ended  forum toward a consen-

sus for a :’;c&txglﬁg&ihe; inter- i

ndtidral’ t 'to pre-
serve the world's forests. * '

The text stressed the need to
move toward sustainable pat-
terns of production, distribu-
tion and use of energy. It also
called for the transfer of energy
technology to developing coun-
tries.

The writer is USIA United
Nations Correspondent

Bangladeshis in
HK accord
reception to
Samad Azad

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad met Bangladeshis
in Hong Kong at a reception
hosted in his honour by the
consul-general yesterday, ac-
cording to a message received
here, reports BSS.

He enquired about their
welfare.

Later, he explained the poli-
cies of free market economy
and privatisation of SOEs that
the present government was

Azad said the continuing po-
litical stability in the coun
already attracted a substan

uantum of foreign investment
guring the last one year.

He also mentioned the in-
centive package on investment
including the laws that were
passed creating private export
Erucessing zones in

adesh.

hile appreciating their
contribution to the national
economy, .he encouraged them
to invest in Bangla and act

as envoys of the country to en-
tice fo investors.

He also attended a reception
hosted by Prince Charles in the
Royal Yacht Britannia.

The Foreign Minister Wed-
nesday met some investors
from Hong Kong and Malaysia,
who expressed willingncu to
invest in bridges and highways
in Bangladesh.

Later, during a dinner hosted
in his honour by consul-general
Badiuzzaman Khan at the H

Kong Football Club, the Foreign
Minister met Sir Gordon Wu,
owner of Consolidated Electric
Power Asia (CEPA) and Hope-

well Holdings.

One allegedly
commits
suicide

By DMC Correspondent

A housewife rtﬁnrtedl
committed suicide at her resi-
dence at Bad under Lal-
bagh police station in the city

“‘ﬁfuﬂr e Begum. wife of
[ m, wife of one
Bashir . was found hang-
ing from a ceiling fan h

ear terday.
gofi':‘t recgvered the bod
and sent it to the Dhaka Medi-

cal College Hospital morgue for
autopsy. -



