. The ?ailg Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. All

® L]
Ties With Tokyo

The high point of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's visit to Japan is discernible in the response
she has been able to secure from the host govern-
ment to Bangladesh's development needs as visu-
alised against the backdrop of recent changes in
the regional outlook. Not only has the Japanese
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto recognised the
importance of Mongla port and Rupsha Bridge for
the sake of giving Bangladesh an infrastructural
depth but also for lending us a hand in giving land-
land-locked Nepal an easy access through
Bangladesh. India has already allowed passage of
Nepalese goods through her territory ,so that what
remains to be done is an effectualisation of it by an
extension through a Bangladesh port to the mar-
itime world. Similarly, the Ganges Barrage Project
has not merely become feasible as a result of the
long-duration water accord with India but also for
the fact that it is urgently needed to be constructed
as part of a national water management strategy.
Japan has indicated her willingness to fund the
building of Rupsha Bridge and development of
Mongla port. On the Ganges Barrage project, she
has promised to finance technical studies at this
stage keeping her windows open for concerted
funding with big donors when the time comes for
it. It is significant that Japanese PM referred to our
premier's overture with the G-7 countries for rais-
ing the level of assistance to the LDCs. Japan's
hands on the question were strengthened as the
only Asian member of the G-7, added Mr.
Hashimoto.

Tokyo-Dhaka ties are on a rejuvenation course
following the warm-up phase one has already wit-
nessed in the resumption of Japanese ODA to
Bangladesh after a two-year freeze on it. The spe-
cial thrusts being given for new and expanded co-
operation are clearly identifiable in the accord
signed on the protection and promotion of invest-
ment and the three agreements made for soft loans
amounting to 15.25 billion yen or Tk 525 crore.
The agreement concluded on the new international
airport in Chittagong is also a welcome piece of
news.

Japan has been a tower of strength for our in-
frastructure development projects , but it is time
her attention turned to the special EPZ and reloca-
tion of her textile units so as to help us build appro-
priate backward linkages to the RMG sector.

With Japan we have had a series of understand-
ings reached at the state level and between our pri-
vate sectors. Have we been following these up vig-
orously?

Dutiful but Unrewarded

A seventeen-member security staff of a closed
factory in Tongi has reportedly decided to go for
collective suicide to protest alleged maltreatment
. they are being subjected to. For 11 months the fac-
tory has remained closed and all the workers have
left but the services of securitymen have neither
been terminated nor are they being given their
salaries. Repeated appeals for either payment or
termination with benefits have fallen on deaf ears.
A desperate appeal to the deputy commissioner of
Gazipur for redress reportedly elicited a response
advising them to file cases with an appropriate
court.

Now the irony is that the security personnel
cannot seek help from a court because of lack of
means. With water, gas and power lines discon-
nected, the men are in a most helpless situation.
Forced to starve, they ¢annot even submit the guns
and bullets to the authority. Apparently, the man-
agement of the factory has no concern about the
fate of these people who have served and are still
serving there. That the 17 men are dutiful is clear.
They want to return the arms back to the authority
so that they can come out with their career records
clean. Even after being forced to live in sub-human
conditions they are apparently proving to be con-
| scientious.

' Unless the threat of mass suicide is a publicity
stunt and if they carry out the threat, who will be
responsible for the tragedy? Factories may be
closed but there are certainly rules to be followed.
We urge the labour and industry ministries to look
into the matter urgently. The management of the
factory must be made to go by the rules so that the
securitymen receive justice.

Peace Prospectin CHT

Anticipating that a peace agreement between the
Parbattya Chattagram Janasanghati Samity
(PCJSS) and the government is round the corner,
activists of a faction of the Pahari Chhatra
Parishad (PCP) have reportedly started enlisting
themselves with the Shantibahini. This is to avail
themselves of the opportunity being offered by the
government in the form of rehabilitating all Shan-
tibahinimen following a peace accord. The PCP
faction that supports PCJSS president Shantu
Larma is seizing the opportunity. Let there be not
even a feeble voice of dissent in the Shantibahini
ranks about the peace deal.

A peace accord such as the proposed one rests on
fair play and sincerity on the part of both sides.
Now PCP activists are crossing the border to prove
their bona fides as Shantibahini cadres. Can expe-
rience be of any help to screen any fake Shan-
tibahini claimants from the genuine members. Af-
ter all, the PCJSS may one day face its own prob-
lem with intruders if any. That should be im-
. pressed upon the leaders of the PCJSS.

Shantibahinimen stopped quite sometime ago
from availing of the amnesty offered by the gov-
ernment largely because they smell a peace deal in
the air. That is understandable: they are just expec-
tantly waiting to get the benefit in a body and at a
time. We want the tribal people to be fully unified
in their to the olive branch that is about
to spread across the hills.
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The strengths of Hong Kong

" am a one-term prime
minister. [ have no
ambition to come back.

Once it is over, it is over, | go

home,” Prime Minister Inder

Gujral says. It was not an

interview. [ was t to him

alone, informally a few days
ago at his residence, 7. Race

Course Road.

No. he will not try to stay
back. Nor will he put one

against another to save him-
self. There is no question of
manipulation. He sits t in

the chair. Indeed, this is his
strength.
Feuds in his party, the

Janata Dal, torment him. But
he is determined to stay distant.
He was offered the presi-
dentship of the party. Still he
said no. "I do not want to get
into all this." By getting in-
volved in the nitty-gritty of
politics he feels he will lose
sight of the purpose he has in
view.

He wants to ‘a ' to
the country. "Wherever [ go | tell
the state chief ministers about
it.” He proposes to write a fort-
nightly letter to them as Jawa-
harlal Nehru did. He believes
the nation has lost the vision it
had before it. He wishes to re-
trieve it. "We must refocus our

attention on that vision " -he -

3&- i, % j ; | L5
3'IF"ai"qM:hru was all the time talk-
irﬁ about the vision,” says Gu-
jral. "That will give the country
a sense of direction which it
needs.” It is clear that the prime
minister follows principle
rather than the exigencies of
politics. He will state the truth
that is in him at all costs.

How different he sounds
from the prime ministers 1 have
met at the Race Course Road res-
idence. He is warm, effusive and
completely relaxed despite the
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Turning Points in Hong Kong's His

- VERY world city has a
Emdlnl’ltlmthltnn:

Kong is a question that only perhaps the fashionable observers , deeper down their psyches are the

Special Administrative Region
mlww. The Bnitiilh
eyes to
around 1839 with a mtu

ium from India
into it was banned

Chinese President Jiang
Zemin in his speech at the han-
dover ceremony on June 30,
1997, referr to 'unequal
treaties’ China had with
Britain Tﬂdcr the ng dy-
nasty. official tion of
Chitia hins, theredere. bees that
-ovu'dfn over Kong was
never lost to Britain,

it was

only held under suspension by

Conversing with Gujral

u ual treaties.

e British hand seemed
stained by the historical fact of
their having taken control of

Honq.l(nng.l{nwhanpmhmﬂa
and Stonecutter Island via the

po trade motive and any ca-
sual reader of Chinese history
would vouchsafe how dazed the
opium-addicted Chinese

remained for nearly a century.

lowed a exodus of Chinese
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Kong Chinese and the mainland
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The British lost Hong Ko
to Japan between 1941 an
1945. The British surren-
dered Hong to Japan in the
early ﬂﬁo of the Second Great
War. is made Winston
Churchill extremely unhappy
until the British regained con-
trol of Hong Kong fol the
Japanese surrender in 1945.
Earlier, the Sino-Japanese War
in 1937 had seen the Ja
advance into China rapidly
with the result that there fol-

Hong Kong in earnest
between Great and the
People’'s Republic of China.
EI‘H‘E ﬂrltm;aed II'.I'I'l X.l-h
"Ar w1

for continued Dg#tllh
administration over Hong
I'[o,'r‘;!. but quite predictabl
failed to carry her point
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The breakthrough at Islamabad does not surprise Gyjral.

Taman

optimist and I believe that relations with

‘Pakistan will vastly improve." The prime minister has no doubt that the two countries are
moving towards an era of conciliation

tion government he heads. He
has the gift of analysis and
clear, forceful statement. Above
all, he uses his gifts for the
common people and not for
spollers, political or economic.

Otherwise, the residence is
the same. You go over the same
exercise of security. A noiseless
car takes you to the porch of the
house and a white-clad peon
conducts you to the waiting
room, which has not changed in

decor over the . However,
the drawing room has a new
look. Large paintings by Hus-
sain and a Satish Gujral, the.
rime minister's ounger
ther, cover the s. A few
pots of saplings against a well-

curtained window cuts direct
sun. Some thinking has gone
behind it and this reflects sen-
sitivity to beauty and the arts.
Indira Gandhi, too, had an aes-
thetic touch but she never lived
in the house.

"l do not want many files to
come to me,” says Gujral. "In
fact, I have already

at of

ethos of thre country and
the national movement. "Gu-
jral. his father and his mother
— all went to jail many a time
during the British rule.

Turning to present situation,
I ask: Why did he not remove
Laloo Prasad Yadav from the
Bihar chief ministership
straightaway? In reply, he says:
"In l%hdia. ple confuse au-
thority with authoritarianism.
Had I acted then, I would have

everyday problems of the coali-

been considered an authoritar-

distributed
ey
e
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‘concentrate on r

jan. | want to do things
even at the risk of being c
indecisive. ] am a patient man.
It took me two days to uade
Chandradeo Prasad Verma to
resign from the council of min-
isters. | did not want to use my
position to dismiss him.”

His forte is foreign affairs.

critical . But he is sure that
there will “a ceasefire” both
in N and and Assam before
August 15. This will be, indeed,
an achievement because the

area has not experienced peace
for decades.

The breakt at Islam-
abad does not _ Gujral. "]

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Dello

He is proud to have recon-
structed the policy after Nehru.
He feels satisfied over what he
has done, although he is reluc-
tant to use the phrase, '‘Gujral
doctrine’, to describe his efforts.
He says the water treaty with
Bangladesh is already paying
dividends in the north-east.
"When | was there three weeks
ago, | could see the results.” The

right of passage given to Nepal,
GLI iﬂm jl t‘ AL i . L
i de with¢Bangls "n.,_“

d and wilf also bénefit the
n -eastern states as well.

(Once he to the passage,
both Nepalese prime minister
and foreign minister said that
they themselves have been in-
stigating anti-India feeling. But
now they were convinced of in-
dia's friendly bonafides after
Gu‘!l[a]'s visit).

alks are taking place with
the underground Nagas and the
United Liberation Front of
Asom (ULFA), Gujral says. He
does not want to elaborate it
since the negotiations are at a
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The hartal craze

Sir, It was thought that with

- the establishment of democracy

thro June 12, 1996 election
(which by and large was na-
tionally acclaimed to be free
and fair), the hartal calls which
earlier had attained the height
of almost a craze would be over.
But after over a spell of less
than a year, with the call of
BNP chairperson to observe
countrywide hartal on 23.3.97
(since reported in almost all
dailies), it seems that the be-
g;lng of the hartal craze has
initiated with the forgone
cunclft;gig; Mmdmg mis-
eries as was expe-
rienced in the past. In a demo-
cratic set-up, such a may
be the privilege of political
stalwarts. But the language in
which the hartal call has
made reminds me of two stories
— one read locally and the other
heard long before. To under-
stand the story the langu:ﬁt
since reported in a local daily
on 20.3.97 is uced below:
~ "She called upon all nation-
alist and patriotic people to
Parucipate in the programmes
s :;agt!ﬂn bé;jading to har}fal on
bt nning today if th
really loved the uuuntry?rﬂy ng
serving thea:dgrugrammcs. we'll
let people understand who want
to protect the country and who
don't,” m Zia said.

The stories would appear
that perhaps those were told in
advance to fit into the exact sit-
uation that has been obtaining
now. It went like this —

"Politician’s wife to her hus-
band — Dear, when persons are
patriots? Politician band —
At our call when they resort to
hartal, violence, arson, looting
and the like, then they are con-
sicdered as patriots?

Wife — And when they are
terrorists?

Husband — At other's call

when they resort to even mild
protests, sit-ins, demonstra-
tions etc., then they are called
terrorists.”

The other one was about late

- Gen Ziaul Haque of Pakistan.

He was a military dictator. But
he wanted to give democratic
colour to his . But he was
mhu lg;ed:::dcﬂnn. So, cun-

e out a "yes-no"
type of referendum. Hﬁ?l:id —
one who would say "yes” to his
presidency, would mean he was
voting for the cause of Islam!
And saying "no" would be
considered as ones who won't
support the cause of Islam! It
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was now people’'s option

whether they like Islam or not.
This wor wonder. The sim-
le-minded Muslim and that
with minimum ble ed-
ucation there wo hardly like
to be called someone not sup-
the cause of Islam and
that way the general made a
ﬁnd business and consolidated
s position as democratically
elected t and ruled the
country until he was killed in a
mysterious plane crash.

Both the stories above fit
into the observations of
Zia within the meaning that
those who would support her
gru rammes like agita-

on/hartal etc., ignoring the
miseries of masses and eco-
nomic loss to the country were
to be considered as patriotic
people. And the one, who'd not,
would be considered otherwise,
it could be safely understood.

It is strange that while in
power, the BNP chairperson
condemned the hartal but now
when out of power has herself
called the same.. How strange is
the political behaviour here

Abu Imran
Dhaka

One-year honeymoon

Sir, After reading so many
reviews of one year of the
regime in (old/new tonic
in new/old bottle?), I got the
virus, and feel like jotting down
my instant reactions, in a
lighter vein, as a non-profes-

onal observer.

The honeymoon period is of
Lourse an over-sensitive one of
giddy experiences, when omis-

‘slons and commissions are

usually exempted. It is fondly
that now the period of
owness will set in, and ex-
ercises by the leaders on com-

mty with would be
mm the citi-
The rough edges should
€ro es should now
be rounding off, and interfacing
with the opposition would dis-
{)la}r more analogue ambience
han digital asperity. The
holier-than-thou attitude has
to come down to the level of the
matri bhumni, and the curt faces
of arrogance and haughtiness
need the application of cosmet-
ics prepared from an age-old
ne known as humility.
Too much hatred and vi-

ciousness can be seen and
heard, resounding doubly from

the echoes and feedbacks. It has
to melt with the monsoon
showers, the flowing Farakka
waters, and in the darkness of
the power blackouts.

The perforrnance cannot be
likened to what the waiter
shouted to the cashier at the
commoners’ teashop : "No. 2
sahib, did not eat anything,
broke one glass, take five take”;
but sometimes the customer
feels like lea a bakshish (it
is The Age of hish, admit it
or not, or call it any other
dm;nht name or eup aaf

e appears to ost_
in an igfcwmal meditation over
the choice of priorities : first
consolidate (the party
stronghold) and then develop
(the country), or, try the other
way round; or, go for 50:50. The
result visible is alternate cycles
of fast and sudden actions,
thereby confusing the public
and the spectators. About
sharing (the joys and sorrows)
with others, share with whom
(37:34)?

Sincerity can be detected, but
the output has to be measured.
Stored charisma cannot be a
unit of measurement; it has to
be generated afresh.

yway, on the basis of the
first year's non-performance,
for circumstances ond con-
trol, the benefit of the doubt
cannot be withheld.

AZ
Dhaka

Service!

Sir. Nowadays the impor-
tance of the telephone service
needs no explanation. It is the

rime media of communica-

on. We, who are the lucky
holder of a telephone set, com-
pletely depend on it more than
doing correspondence. But re-
cently, it is painful for me to
say that the hone line be-

tween Sylhet an Summ#onj is
disturbing regularly. As | am a

student of Shahjalal Univer-
sity, | have to stay in Sylhet.
Besides my mother's physical
condition is deteriorating
rapidly. So I have to maintain
contact with my parents at least
once in a wuctyk. peal io th

I earnestly ap to the au-
thority concerned to take nec-
essary steps to make the line
normal.

M Kawsar
Shahjalal University, Sylhet

am an optimist and [ believe
that relations with Pakistan
will vastly tl;lnprm.' (He was
to meet the uutm fort_:l[ﬁ
prime minister has no

that the two countries are

moving towards an era of con-
ciliation and friendship, turn-
ing a new leaf, leaving behind

2 OPINTON

In the recent British
election, over one-third of MPs
elected under the banner of the

| Labour Party which is now in

are women. These women
s were elected by direct votes
of the electorates. In contrast,
in the last general election held
in our country, less than half a
dozen women MPs were elected
in the same way and, in accor-
dance with the existing provi-
sions, 30 other women MPs
were indirectly elected by mem-
bers of the parliament. It is a
foregone conclusion that, under
the existing provisions, the po-
litical party which secures the
largest number of seats in the
Parliament will be able to indi-
elect the nominees of its
own party to fill up all the 30
seats reserved for women,
thereby automatically gaining
an absolute majority to form
what can be termed a 'govern-
ment by flaw.'
Such an indirect election of
women MPs has three funda-
mental flaws. One, the party

which secures the num-
ber of seats in thm;mcnt
will have an undeserving edge

over its nearest rival and al-

‘though not enj an abso-
lute ma'!nrity at the initial
stage, but because of the

provisions, will be able to gain
an absolute ma‘Ell'ity to form a
'government by flaw.’

Two, the women MPs so in-
directly elected can only play a
smnnbaﬂdoc}lfh to the influen
members e party in power,
far less making any significant

the phase of rancour, enmity
and confrontation.
He specifically mentions the
rchase of . 3,000 Kws,
Pakistan. Once that comes
through, Ludhiana and other
arts of Punjab will prosper.
the of power will
follow trade, Pakistan will also
gain. Itis a of time.

The prime minister says
thuhegu m&
g‘upm-td 4

i

old practice
clans abroad for ing
contacts with foreign govern

ments. Cabinet secretary Sub-
ramaniam is back after visiting
Washington. He to have
had a satisfactory round of
talks with the State rt-
ment. In fact, he was briefing
the prime minister when | was
sitting in his wajung“mm

"l got delayed use of
what the cabinet secretary had
to tell me about his visit to the
US." says Eugunir “It has been a
useful visit. relations with

A Qayyum

mnt.ribl;rutlnnl of thﬂtll;e own,
there ua age-
old male nmlnt:ﬂfm in all
spheres of the society.

Three, the women MPs so
indirectly elected cannot be
said to be the true representa-
tives of their reserved con-
stituencies as they have not
been elected on their own merit,
such as education, ability, so-
cial and political contribu-
tions, etc.

Our womenfolk comprise 50
cent of our total
t would, therefore, only
t and fair that at least one
. if not more, of the seats
in the Parliament is reserved
for them and. like their madi:
coun , they too are di-
mﬂym by the voters of
their reserved constituencies. A
ion on these lines can
alone ensure the rights and
obligations of our womenfolk;
rescue them from the clutches
of a male-dominated society;
enable them to catch up with
their male coun in edu-
caung MH social and na-
tion- activities; t
various social evils, nm
repression on women for
dowries, multiple marriage,
etc., and above all, in
their contributions which they
can do much more effectively
than their male count S
o vl tonad spviod
boom which, as both nationally

tory

Whether Hong Kong would be converted to the Chinese ways or China would be ‘subverted’ to the ways of Hong

Women MPs

Macau had capitu-
mmdﬂtmp‘m

sure of the cultural zealots.
Macau formally returns to
China in December, 1999.

when | met
him. But there is no such thing
as Saturday or Sunday for him.
M'ﬂnnmuurhlhmhuldhd

ore becoming minis-
ter were like a kinder i
says Gujral. "Even after putting
in 16 hours | find 1 cannot fin-

ish the s work." T‘rlvcm%
m:kﬂltdgn worse. "] reject
cent of Even then

uhlﬂtntrnel most of the
me."
"But this helps me to stay in
contact with the country,” sa
"One feels depressed
because the people here
are all the time concentra
on I.l:,luun or the price o
petroleum . 1 use my
visits to the states to put before
the chief ministers the concept |
want the nation to follow. | can
write it on but | am able to
t across it better through

k.-ll

The or dream, what-
ever it is, the me minister is
full of it. will string
along with him, vided he
gives them tack r hope —
and faith — in the country.

B

and internationally recognised,
is our Number One

Both our present Prime Min-
ister and the Leader of the Op-

who was also our for-
mer Prime Minister are women.
They may have many serious
differences of on vari-
ous issues. On this particular
issue, however, they should
have no difference o
whatsoever. On the con a
they should hold exactly -
cal views without any reserva-
tion. But the big question is :
will these two pocs m.lll'.:
our ever

cm;m'r -

to amend the cﬂlungmﬂrovl
sions which gravely itate

their own gender?

If they do, it would undoubt-
edly be welcomed by the entire
nation and, in particular,
millions of their w

On the other . if they
i mﬂhﬂy ' will onl to
is more , it
thow That none of these"two

our country any

sincere desire to do anything,
however desirable the same
may be, which t even dis-
tant‘li' against OWN per-
f:lf—mtm because the
continued retention of the ex-

isti sions will imply
that of themn have only one
and one aim in view, i.e., to go
on to be able to secure an

over her near-
est rival in order to *.a.ln a
flawed majority in the Parlia-
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Don’t Ask Me about the Budget

Like most around me,
tihlelly Tus. BUE &
technically, but, everyone,
I can pass a few remarks about
it; in the same way ordinary
souls talk about any topical is-
sue in the drawing rooms. The
latter were bu th the thun-
dering voices of the MPs debat-

ing the budget in the JS. The
tremendous heat ted per-
haps set fire to the gas in

Sylhet. The opposition has de-
manded anoglqulry into this
str coincidence.

It looks as if this budget is
cha the elusive bucks, and
the liabilities are chasing the
Finance Minister, in the eternal

pick

slips; and, there you have it,
the proposed revenue
collections from amazing
sources, to meet some of the
wasteful expenditures before
thEh millennium can say good
night.

The local investors are busy

counting the default claims,
and are mum, while the
banks are beating the empty

drums, to scare away the for-

eign investors. The Dhaka
Stock Exch acted like a cy-
clone (typical in this geographi-

\ cal zone), accompanied by huge

Chuckles

tidal bores, which swept away
everything including reputa-

‘tions. | do not understand liq-

uidity, but at least it is not
solid.

The aid donors have

changed the tune from macro to

micro cr:dltn.b‘cgltting

Bangladesh in the for the
mrmluumufﬂmmd

the mini
Deh T, Oeed o the

promotion of sonar and
the escape from themku
basket image.
(i St voks of the ‘“’W"“
t points '
in the familiar matrimonial
language. Well, | told her, al-
most everything has been taxed
now, including her long tele-
chatting: and she should
not be sed if her 3-wheel
baby-taxi suddenly started
running on two wheels, as the
third wheel would be under
clearance at the Customs. at
enhanced rate; which, | assured
her, was quite different from

the em rment of women
::utur , I do not know what

ml;hht be ‘m pnrm!heﬂth t
t :
thread counts, and less cotton,
unless she was willing to pay
more for the national

e S e

tra mon ey for the trips. She

not it to her satisfac-
mh tha iz cmn:ethc

t pu on -
ics was a sort ;‘ﬁm addition.
retorti "Am | a raw mate-
rial?” hearing that how

cCan I‘ continue the commen-

tary?

—




