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Can Mini Paper Mills be Viable?

by Abdul Wadud

Mini paper plants are viewed as an effective remedy to boost investment in paper
sector. They involve much less capital costs and are proved to be
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Manikganj by-polls free fair: FEMA

By Staff Correspondent

The Fair Election Monitor-
ing Alliance (FEMA) said Tue-
P kg s T
the Jatiya was well

administered peaceful.
FEMA said its volunteers
during observation, found
magistrates and other =
ment officials present in each
polling station during the
polling. Presence of law enforc-
was adequate, the
said in a press release.
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More donations to
PM’s Relief Fund

Officers and employees of
the Ministry of Defence and at-
tached ts and -
isations donated Taka g.ﬂﬁ
lakh, uivalent to their one
days . to the Prime Min-
ister's Relief and Welfare Fund,

Cheques for the amount
from Bangladesh Meteorologi-
cal Department, Directorate of
Military Land and Canton-

ments, Survey of Blﬂﬂ&dﬂh.
B adesh geedom ghters’
Welfare Trust, Space Research
and Remote Sensing Organisa-
tion, Bangladesh National
Cadet Corps, Hjniuug of De-
fence Constabulary, Chief Ad-
ministrative Officers' office,
Cypher Directorate. inter-ser-
vice public relations directorate
and the ministry were sent to
the Prime Minister's office

tions in Bllmlh attended
the ‘Interma Youth Con-
ference on Democracy and De-
velopment,' organised by
Vishwa Y Kendra, Konrad

Some 134 ts from
the South countries at-
tended the conference.

Bm::thermmberlnfthc
I.SFuilelhdd tion were:
AS Hmnm.ﬁxmryﬁﬂ'l-

eral, Kishola . Md
Sukar Salek, t. Dhak-
abasi tion, Monir Hos-
sain, President, You Life-

Bangladesh, Shireen Sultana,
Vice Chairman, BSWWA, Hasan
Zaman, President, VOA Fan
Club and Shaikh Khoda Boksh,
Joint Secretary, Nabarun

Sangha.

... AND HEAD OUT
TO THE YACHT NIOSBE,
wmsarmm

For minimising the cost, jute
ttings and lumhmdc jute
u

cu
are in
mini paper
used

son from

handling. chi
ing. If it is dried further, the
bast fibre and on

out. These two fibres
have different characteristics

and cook-

plants. Green jute is

during the hmm%:
August-October.

jute having moisture content of

above 60 per cent is suitable for

The lime make up varies be-
tween 6 and 25 per cent the tem-
perature between 150°C and
170°C and di
tween 3 and 7 hours. In this
process temperature is the ac-
tive factor for solubility of or-
ganic matters.

Soda Process: Soda process
is suitable for all agricultural
wastes like bagasse, straw, jute
cutting, green jute etc. A wide
variety of products including
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NILG board of
governor
meet held

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yesterday
expressed the that the pro-
posed gram had and up-
azila paris would play a
stronger role in the allevia
of poverty, reports BSS.

at a of the

board of governors of the Na-
tional Institute of Local Gov-
ermmment (NILG) in its audito-
rium the minister said each of
the local government structure
would be utilised more effec-
tively and efficiently at the
grassroots level to help allevi-

the union

It was informed in the
that the institute or-

] 74 training pro-
and workshops last
year for the local government
grassroots

at the

Secretary of the lacllAm
mﬂw - t division A H I:f

. director fnera] NILG
and members of the board of di-
rectors attended the meeting.

Later, the LGRD and -
atives Minister plant a

sapling at the NILG premises.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman has

the to be sincere in
re service to the -
tients so that they are not ha-

rassed while receiving treat-
ment, reports UNB.

The minister was

a reception accorded to the
newly-elected office bearers of
B%deih Medical Associa-
tion (BMA) at the auditorium of
Sir Salimullah Medical College
Tuesday.

State Minister for Health
Prof Dr M Amanullah, BMA
President Prof Dr Rashid-e-
Mahbub, General Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin,
SSMC Principal Dr MA Shakur
and Director of Mitford Hospi-
Lﬂm Chowdhury Wahidur Rouf

spoke.

The function was chaired by
= mREhuglm said the

Zillur -
sent government is detcrnm:l
to develop a nMﬁ-nﬂcntad
medicare in the country
for reaching the treatment fa-

cilities to the doorsteps of
COmMmOoners.
He referred to several s

of the government in health
m.%u adation of
five new hospi-
tals from 250-bed to -bed
ones in the last one year.

Karika
The 17th Annual General
Meeti (AGM) of Karika.

the city on June 27, says a
city ys a press

Mushfika Kamal, Chairper-
son of the federation presided
over the

The meeting | approved the

tion time be- .

tal cost of t
hlshmplﬂmd ﬂ:?wpm:n

and lower

ency of recovery
of chemicals. It has been found
that installation of recovery

capacity

system in a mill below
100 MT /day is not techno-eco-

have expensive

for obvious reasons of high
capital costs and lower effi-
ciency of recovery of chemicals.
In com to a one, a
mini paper mill usually does
not require expensive facilities
for ution control measures.
et st it
Asia, which neither have nor
require anr mill-effluent
treatment plant. The black
liquor from these mills is often
reused. In the of

when the reject content is high,

these black liquors may be re-
leased, to fields, where it
is used as fertiliser, The posi-
tivel effect of seda black.

from straw miflls as fertilisers
for rice plantation has been
confirm in several studies.
Experiments show that the ef-

fluent of paper mills if properly

ireated can be used for irriga-

| r Inig are
ey -@r:puw gallons per
day of effluent.

The combined effluent of the
pulp-mill and paper-mill is
given a prim treatment to
remove suspe solids. After

the removal of suspended
solids. the waste water could
therefore be used for irriga

fluent could be effectively

discharged with no ill effects
into the environment.

i the el
coun
and sludge are used either as
land fill or incinerated after a

process of In a de-
veloping mkt ours,

there is a need to stimulate the
rural economy. The sludge

budget of 1996-97 unanimously.
the press release added.

BPHC

Bangladesh Health and
Popula Consortium (BPHC),
a donor organisation, held a
workshop at BARD. Comilla,
recently to formulate recom-
mendations and l:;:jum het:
further improve strengt
issues of capacity building pro-
cess, er of care issues and
cost effectiveness of existing
MCH-FP programmes, says a

press release.

The 3-day was at-
tended by 96 ts from
the 47 BPHC fun NGOs,
donor tatives from UK
Dept of International Develop-

ment (formerly ODA), CIDA and
the World Bank.
drosecd, S
addr ; ers,
Anthea Mulaka, Dr Helene
Wirzaba, Ifjalul Jamal Chowd-
h of BPHC, Adrienne Brown
of DFID and Dr AN Zafar Ullah
of CIDA. The concluding session
was address by Faruque Ahmed
of the World Bank, who
reviewed recommendations
from cipants on how to
raise public debate on health

m&ulﬂmﬂ sector strategy

BGMEA

President of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA)
and its executive committee
members 3:“'""" bade
farewell to melia Weiler-
bach, economic and commer-

cial chief of the US Embassy in |

Dhaka, BSS.

The farewell function held
over a lunch at the Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel, was attended
by businessmen, journalists,
and representatives of foreign
agencies in Bangladesh.

, there are small

mixed with the storm water and

“““ldm?; mixed with screen re-
jects waste pﬂ::r to produce
solid bond on a single cylinder
wet-board machine. The sheet
thus formed could be
hydraulically and sun or air
dried to produce heavy t
board for use in book-bin
Oor as suitcase boards for the
manufacture of rigid boards.
Design and The
design of a mini paper mill
should be simple, sturdy and
maintainable easily. The fol-

'loM.:ﬁpolntama be helpful: a)
Metallurgy is g,i?:?tn high em-

phasis; no compromise is taken
in this area al it means a
little r capital cost.

b) t drives with gear box
and flexible coupling are pre-

ferred, as they work even with

slight errors of alignment.
c) All major equipment
should be able to be maintained

!ucallgf_h
d) The mill should have a
E.]Iéh: 'lithlattﬂlirlle capahleduli;:np-
wi e est an st
of the appﬂanong in the mﬂl%e
e) Special metal-sprayll‘tclg
equipment should be stoc
for metalising and building up
woImn 'ﬂ:n without distortion.
f) There should be less au-
tomation.

With limited manpower"

skills, sophisticated instru-
ments are to be avoided.

Some of the advantages of
mini paper mills are enumer-
ated below:

1) The agricultural residues
and other waste materials,
which are traditionally thrown
away or burnt will be used by

mini %pcr plants.

2) The quantity of raw mate-
rials required for such small
units being small, it can be eas-
ily managed from different
sources.

3) The {)lanta can come up
throughout the country by fix-
ing up the site where the raw
material is available. This will
also decentralise the large in-
dustrial centres from one place
and will provide employment
and emn;‘.n:-:thﬂc boost in different
regions of the country.

4) The project cost being
lower, the return on investment
is more.

5) Small units can be set up
in backward districts in various

Earla of the country. This will
elp i
om
on

b Sogiing 24, toe

rc-h-
6) As the requirement of wa-
ter and power is less for small
units, the same can be easily
met at most of the locations.
7) The t of plant
and machinery is easier as it
can be from the in-

alT
Hdigenuus luﬁ? and the de-
is shorter.
"8 Fhe
eign exc

requirement of for-
hange is less.
9) Technical know-how is

sily available and the’ -

tulaaaunlta. i on

10] Management, operation
and marketing are easier and
controllable. . -

Conclusion: purpose
this Pﬂli!el’ is to provide some
points for discussion on the
important question: can viable
mini paper mills be built in
Bangladesh. if so, how? In the
case of simple processes involv-
ing waste paper and agricul-
tural residues, the answer
would be positive. It can be seen
that savings in costs could be
achieved by stripping the mill
of equipment which are not ab-
solutely essential for the opera-
tion. the operation is well
managed, a profitable enter-
terialised.

"Budget fails to
regain confidence

of people’
By Staff Correspondent
Blnllldlflh-hfdlbﬂlhl eta
ari — at-
m:rmt iectnr.haled
trade organisations termed the
amendments to the

budget for 1996-97 made by the
finance minister

the new budget at

a meeting on Tuesday, the or-

sation said that the budget

- to regain the confidence
of the

ments financial management.

The over by
its convenor r Hossain
Khan observed that due to new
tax and duty on small and
medium industries the coun-
try's economic development
would be hampered, said a press
release.

The meeting demanded
withdrawal of all SRO related to

of Value Added Tax
[VRT} and re-fixation of
duty structure after mnluifl-
tion with Tarrif Commission
business

and organisation.

140 arrested on
various charges
Police rounded up 140

ple, incl 17 wanted -
nals, from parts of the
city on various ¢ d

the last 24 hours till
terday, reports UNB.

Of the arrested, 32 were ar-
rested on charges for killing,

dacoity, ll"llh‘:hlll' and extor-
tion.

pm yes-

le toward govern-.
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Call for Spamto Scram
in E-Mail Jam -

' Developments in communications
technology have turned junk mail from a
minor nuisance into a major inconvenience
for Internet users. In her latest column on
the global computer network, Gemini News
Service correspondent Arlene Getz writes
on efforts to stem a tide of useless informa-

tion.

non-Internet

the word "Spam” prob-

LSETS,

T ably cunllures up an

image of a pink blob of
processed meat. But for those
travelling on the information
hlghwac&r it has taken on an en-
tirely different and less palat-
able meaning.

Spam has been coined by
mem of the global computer
network to describe the elec-
tronic junk mail flooding their
screens. It refers to the unso-
licited posting of unwanted ad-
vertising messages. Computer
experts MK the practice has be-
come such a serious blem
that the United States
may soon consider legislation
banning it.

"Spamming is really quite
out of hand right now." says
Carol Baroudi, author of the
popular reference book, The In-
ternet for Dummies. "If it goes
unchecked, e-mail [electronic
mail] will become completely
unusable to ne."

Anti-spam activists have
been working on filtering
techniques. Baroudi says a
software programme installed
on her computer system by a
colleague to block a
backlog of 12 on spammed

"Ordinary junk mail is a
nuisance, but at least you can
usually tell what it is from the
envelope and throw it straight
in the ling bin," she said
recently. "The problem with
junk e-mail is that there's no
way to disﬂnfuish it from legit-
imate e-mail without opening
up and reading it. Even if you're
a fast reader, that wastes
a lot of time." .

Spamming costs the receiver

L Tt

then u it for a few days to
send tens of thousands of mes-
sages to Private e-mail ad-
dresses Usenet groups.

“No other kind of advertis-
ing costs the advertiser so little,
and the recipient so much," say
the organisers of one of a grow-
ing number of anti-s sites
set up on the World Web.
The site (located at
http:/ /www.spam.abuse.net.)
compares sp to "auto-
dialing junk phone calls to cel-
MT& users."” .

ost unsolicited messages,
according to the anti-spam site,
are advertisements for items
such as dial-a-porn services
an?ﬂﬂ"atuﬁf that's e;tircl 1
worthless, deceptive, an
or entirely fraudulent”. ey

Says Internet user, J D Falk,
in a posting on the Web: "Spam
doesn't mean ads, it means
abuse."

On at least one occasion,
spam was used for a personal
vmgﬁtéa by a user Ehﬂ e-mailed
ac pornogra advert to
millions of peOplI; grnund the
world. The hoax message
falsely named an American
man as the peddler in an
apparent attempt to damage his
reputation.

Some people are now
legal remedies to the problem.
group called the Coalition
Against Unsolicited Junk E-
mail is putting together a leg-
islative proposal aimed at
adding spam to an exi us
law pruhlhitlgﬁ unk fax
transmissions. The 1991 Tele-
phone Consumer Protection Act
was passed to prevent an u
surge in objectionable tele-
phone practices, such as auto-
mated telemarke that did
not terminate a after the
reqﬁ!lmt hung up.

¢ proposed anti-spam
measure, whi::h may be consid-
ered by Congress within the
next few months, would provide
victims with compensation of
up to $1,500 per violation.

Another possibility, pro-

osed by Alaskan Senator
ank Murkowski, is to require
all e-mail adverts to be clearly

marked as such. This uld
m‘milt'rﬁ*fama} s to

meore than it does the sender. 9 | Prograsme: thk reolpegens to

Most Internet users have to pay
both their service provider and
their phone company for on-
line time and few want to

long this period because junk
messages are being downloaded
into their electronic mailboxes.

On-line companies, too,
have encountered problems
when their networks and disks
hecc;me clogged with unwanted
mail.

Managers at America Online
(AOL), for example, found they
were relaying 1.8 million
spams a day from Philadelphia-
based Cyber Promotions.

AOL, the largest one-line
service provider in the US, had
to allocate staff to deal with
these mess as well as with
angry customers who had re-
ceived them.

In the end, AOL su

lied for a court injunction to

p Cyber Promotions’ bulk e-
malling of AOL subscribers.

Some spammers have re-
sorted to a hit-and-run tactic

that involves repeatedl -
ing up for a free une-lini ?rlﬂl‘.

French envoy
meets Ershad

The Ambassador of France
to esh, Renee Veyeret,
called on former president and
Jatiya Party chairman HM Er-
shad at the latter's Baridhara
office yesterday. reports UNB.

Meanwhile, some computer
enthusiasts have broadened the
debate to include speculation on
how junk e-mail came to be
named after a well-known
brand of tinned meat.

One theory suggests it may
have come from a sketch on the
British television comedy se-
ries, Monty Python’s Flying
Circus, in which Spam-loving
Vikings sing a repetitive song
trump:tlrig the name of their
favourite food so loudly that it
drowns out other voices,

Fans of the real uct —
who have gﬂr own Internet
newsgroup, alt.spam — may not
be amused. Yet, given the ex-
panding influence of the global
computer network, it will
ably not be long before the elec-
tronic definition of the word
overrides its original, culinary
meaning.

The writer is umformhsmath-
ern gﬁ'tm corres now
in Boston. '

back home

A batch of the Bangladesh
Army Engineers company
wor th the United Na-
tions ola Verification Mis-
sion | VEM) returned home
yesterday after successful com-

'I“he{v discussed matters re- plctIanlsgf their mission, re-
la o bilateral, regional and ports :
intﬂzlfnatinnll co-operation. They were received by senior
Various of economic de- I officers on their arrival
velopment of Bangladesh also  at the
mﬂpupmﬁmmxuuﬁm. The ba ses 110 out
of 200 engineers personnel who
h-e]n hthin conncgt::;l..dil:ej Tt.‘:e mission mmﬁctuher.
nch envoy said '~ 1996. The rem mem-
has a bright t of l:t.":ﬂf;‘ bers of the company will stay
nomic ty with good de- back in the task force
posit of natural resources, nat- of the rapid reaction force of the
ural in particular. UNAVEM.
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Abdul Razak Hadi (R), Mini

‘ | e i
ster and Charge d'Affaires,

Embassy of the United Arab Emirate, handing over a
cheque for US dollars 148,431 to Prof. Dr. AM Patwari,
Director General, Islamic Institute of Technology (1IT), as
UAE mandatory contribution to IIT for the FY 1995-96, at

his office recently.



