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Onus on PM

This is perhaps for the first time that an officer
in charge (OC) of a thana has ever made a general
diary (GD), seeking protective security for his and
his family members' lives. The threat to lives of
the OC, his family and his junior colleagues has
come following the successful drive for arrest of
infamous terrorist Tuheen, ex-president of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League, Sonargaon Thana.

This gives enough hint to the power and reach of
the terrorist gang or the accomplices of the ar-

rested ring leader. One needs to stretch one's imag- |

ination quite far to understand under what cir-
cumstances the thana staff itself has to go for a GD.
If this is the situation, how do the common people

find their existence there?

Now we must commend Home Minister Rafiqul
Islam for his personal initiative to make Tuheen's
arrest possible. At the same time we condemn the
local Awami League leadership of the thana for
demanding his release. The home minister's com-
mitment is brought to even sharper relief when his
action is evaluated in the context of such adversi-
ties coming from his own ruling party. It is exactly
at this point that we would like to draw Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina's attention to this issue. She is
often known to claim that her party does not give
shelter to terrorists who, according to her, have no
party. What about the Sonargaon incident and the
armed clashes between rival factions of the BCL
now taking place in a few places?

The home minister's approach to the problem is
certainly in the right direction but when the thana
committee of the ruling party puts its weight be-
hind the terrorist gangs, how can the campaign
against the number one social problem of
Bangladesh bring about the desired result? We
would much rather that the prime minister called
spade a spade and declared her firm intention to go
about the business of mopping up terrorism from
the country's soil. If she continues to harp on the
same note she has been doing now, not only terror-
ists within her party but in other parties might get
a wrong signal. Even there is a scope for common
people to misunderstand her. All such things can-
not be desirable for her since she is professedly se-
rious about her intention of fighting terrorism.
Better it would be if she led the campaign by in-
stance i.e by purging or lawfully dealing with all
terrorist elements from the ruling party.

Water Dialogue

The fourth Indo-Bangladesh dialogue on water
issues concluded in Dhaka at the end of the last
month. Water or its shortage — and at times excess
| — have been bedevilling the very physical existence
of Bangladesh for decades and the situation —
physical sustainability of this land, that is — was
all the time getting worse and worse. In the back-
drop -of such a nig
cial dialogue betweern the top water of India
and adesh— some of them for years involved
in shaping the water decision and policies of the
two nations — should have evoked much greater in-

tercst than it has. Why? Informed, and concerned
ﬂeuple of course ﬁ(nnwy?ﬂlese bipolar giafogues in-

uence the water related policy decisions very
profoundly.

The Water Treaty not only stands to save
Bangladcsh from certain desertification, but is
besides, a great springboard for subcontinental co-
operation in many areas. It is Ere nant with
possibilities. After the inking of the Treaty, the
official lean period of the Ganges discharge
comnmenced and for only two 10-day slots water
was received far below the treaty stipulated
quantum. This initial implementation glitch —
teething problem one could say — seemed to rob the
Treaty of all its immediate and far-reaching
potential for absolute good for Bangla-desh in the
popular perception of this land.

tractors there were forsworn to undermine it
for political reasons. But the kind of amnesia that
desh manifested about the positive aspects
of the Treaty, however badly it was started , could
not be the work of the detractors alone. In taking
the year-end stocks of the Awami League govern-
ment, it must be said that its greatest failure lay in
not being able to impress upon the nation that the
facts were near satisfactory and there were all the
chances that the present performance would im-
prove with time.

It is a cruel irony that when the four co-ripari-
ans, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal are con-
templating a platform to share the water problems
or potentials after decades, popular perception in
Bangladesh is not properly valuing the achieve-
ment. This must end.

Distrust has been given a long enough tenure —
50 years — and did not do any good to any one. Now
is the time to build trust which is the other name of
self confidence.

Now It is Manjila

Can a person be held without any charge? And be
sent to hospital under detention ? And handcuffed
too? and handcuffed, the victim, lying in a
hospital bed , has again been tied to the legs of the
bed with a rope. The incredible story points to only
one reason. The victim is a young woman and in-
deed of a very comely mien and dainty presence.
‘There is a story of women's repression more
horrible than Manjila Yasmeen's. And the worst
g%rt of her humiliation and suffering has come

llili: her father-in-law and — strangely enough—
police.

Manjila left her job at a Chittagong garments
factory and went to Kurigram to unite with her
husband — as directed by the latter. She only
landed into a trap. Her father-in-law and brother-
in-law held her in forced detention and drove away
her husband. The culprits raped the girl but could
not make her sign divorce papers. en they got
her arrested by police. The police sent her to jail
custody where she lost mental balance and was
sent to Kurigram hospital but in hand-cuffs.

Why was she arrested? Why is she in handcuffs?
Who will now restore her to health and sanity and
pay appropriate compensation? What punishment
should be meted out to police who han-
dled Manjila in such criminal fashion? It is the
duty of our Home Ministry to see that Manjila
comes to no harm. Let Manjila come round well

ted to newsmen in Dhaka fo .

htmare of a situation, this cru- |
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N June 30, 1997. two
events stole the thunder

of the o tion walk-
out the parliament during
the consideration of this year's
Finance Bill. For a eshi
with a modicum of interest in
politics, these were the Manik-
ganj t;¥~:l¢ctlunl. and the
return of Hong Kong to China —
perhaps in that order of Iim-
portance.
The outcome of the Manik-
£anj poll had tumed out to be of
rimordial concern for the
uture of Tl.;:g-clectium in this
country. opposition had
been crying wolf at such a pitch
that even an unlikely, but gen-
uine Awami League victory, in
this BNP held seat, would have
brought the simmering politi-
cal broth to the boil. In this
event, the cnunlz. for the time
being at least, has hopefully
been spared the ordeal and the
authorities deserve a round of
applause for conducting an elec-
tion which by all accounts has
been free and fair. May be even
some Awarni € supporters,
aPpmhenllv: of street specta-
cles of stone throwing urchins,
charred vehicles, and smashed
windshields would have se-
cretly wished for a BNP victory.
The outcome of this election, af-
ter all was not to have any im-
pact on the parliamentary
composition, for thanks to the
winner take all system of re-
served women's seats, the ruling
party has a comfortable major-
ity in the House. The stake for
this BNP held seat was Lhere-
fore minimal.

MERICANS have always

A extraterrestrial aliens.

had a love affair with
In 1938, actor-director-pro-
ducer, Orson Welles, broadcast a
play from New York, that
described the landing of
Martians, at a specific US
location, Grovers Mill, in New
Jersey. (Grovers Mill is only
about one-and-a-half miles
from where the writer lives: in
1988, the residents of the town-
ship celebrated the 50th an-
niv:rsare; of the Martians'
“landing!”) Without realising

that it was actually a play. the
whole nation panicked!
Nine years later. in July

1947, Unidentified Flying Ob-
jects (UFOs) enthusiasts believe
that an alien ship actuall

landed at a place called Ros

in the New Mexican desert.
More than 100,000 flying
saucer fans are about to con-
verge in New Mexico in earl

July to commemorate the 50t

anniversary of the "Roswell in-
cident.”

Attempting to combat a
dangerous mania, the US Air
Force in a 331- report enti-
tled, "Case Closed". disputes
each and every aspect of the
alien theories held dear by the
UFO buffs. No alien bodies. no
bulbous heads, no secret autop-
sies, no spaceships, no extrater-
restrial artifacts of any sort,
and most emphatically of all,
no government cover-up. In a
voluminous detail, the report
says that the supposed moun-
tain of evidence about aliens is
a mirage.

The Air Force says that the
sha doings of brave human
flyers, high altitude balloons,
life-like crash dummies and
saucer-like craft in the south-

Sir, | fully support the views
of Mr AM Choudhury
in his letter captioned 'Unde-
served reward’ and published in
your esteemed daily of 22-6-97.
We have got full respect for our
Parliament and its members.
The MPs are representatives for
the common people. As a mem-
ber of the parliament, one can-
not demand a privileged posi-
tion in public affairs, rather he
or she should be more careful
about the demand of the com-
moners.

The MPs get salaries. Why?
Are they government servants?
I think they are all placed in fi-
nancially solid positions. But if
there is anybody who has been
pushed by the public to take up
the position and financially

nol up to the standard, then .

only some financial grant can
be made to them — and their
number will be a very me
one. That may be zero also. My
idea for all other ministers is
the same.

Dr Jalal Uddin Ahmed
2/ 18 Block B, Lalmatia
Dhaka-1207

Community centres
inside residential
areas

Sir, As a peaceful lun%-term
resident in Dhaka city, I
strongly protest against the in-
discriminate official approvals
to the establishment of new
Community Centres right in the
heart of residential areas, dis-
turbing the peace and the social
structure ol areas where fami-
lies live.

There is another nuisance :
0 ng of offices in the flats in
the residential areas where
families live. For example, a
family on a floor may be
sandwiched within two floors
of offices. Also health clinics
and tuturilil tﬁcntre; m
sprlngl% up in the residen
areas. tﬁli rate of indirect
business eviction of families,
where the families will
-there no restrictions binding on
the landlords? Like the con-
sumers, the tenants cannot as-
sert themselves at peer level.
The law cannot have multi-lev-
els on a single issue. Such
anomalies have to be sorted out
by the government.

The standard of law and or-
der in the society has gone to

criticisms
defeated >y
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Events of Importance

Both the winner BNP and the loser Awami League may draw comfort from Manikganj results — may be the
loser a little more than the winner, for the Awami League has after all reduced its margin of defeat in
a mid term by-election, held in the BNP heartland.

But it is important for the fu-
ture of democracy of this coun-
that by-elections are prop-
erly held. After all by-elections
have to be held under political
government, for unlike the
somewhat ous method of
our general ns, we cannot
ssibly have each and
Eyo-clec under neutral. non-
party caretaker governments.

e Election Commission
and the administration rose
well to the occasion at
Mani j. Mr. Abu Hena, the
Chief Election Commissioner
deserves a special mention. He
had been lately subject to unfair
some, including a
by-election candidate
whose dear wish must have
been to make a "out of a
molehill. The Chief Election
Commissioner has been at the
receiving end of gratuitous ad-
vice about leaving his job, ren-
dered with thinly conceived po-
litical and personal motives. |
hope he is no quitter.

He has been at times com-
unfavourably to his coun-

of a couple of countries

of this n. | have had the
privilege of watching elections
in those countries over the past
decade or so, perhaps on more
occasions than those who have
drawn these comparisons. |
dare say that the standard of
our last general elecltions was as

hlfh as [ have seen anywhere in
this region. No, the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner need not
gay anghmd to those 'advice' A

hief Election Commissioner
have to be loud
r to be effec-

does not
mouthed to appea
tive. If quiet efficiency is his
style, so be it. He must keep his
chin up and get on with his sa-
cred constitutional duties to the

jority. What went wrong? Too
much India-bashing creating
question marks of credibility
in the public mind or an -
ix;i propensity of talking about
taking to streets? In another
day and in another time the

Awarmi the lat-
ter (they could not bly, ac-
cord to some, indulge in the

former!) with good effect. but

Frankly Spe
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aking....

by Faruq Choudhury

best of his ability, admittedly,
under circumstance most dlﬂ{
cult. But no matter what, le
will, at the end, judge him 1.

A quick comment on this by-
election results: Both the win-
ner BNP and the loser Awami
League may draw comfort from

this results — be the loser a
little more than winner, for
the Awami has after all
reduced its of defeat in a
mid term by-election, held in

the BNP heartland.
The BNP will no doubt have
a good look at its reduced ma-

}M&Lﬂ politics what was sauce
or goose Le:terda may not
be the same tnday’; gander.
We have a party in the opposi-
tion, experienced and str

and by patriotic! It will do
our democratic future a lot of
good if they get their act right
and quickly. As expected the
Jatiya party did not do well.
These are not happy days for
the party and one wonders, for
them, is it all love's labour lost?
The BNP must admit that in
Manlkgnnl[ it is the unbridled
exercise ol democracy that has

" LETTER FROM AMERICA

WOn.

This brings me to the other
reason that stole the thunder of
lt'h«:mlﬂl."riﬂf;:]uml.-: M&nlknuti I re-
er return to
China. Unlike uﬂfﬁ?‘m
Nehru's India half a century
ago. thanks to today's elec-
tronic media, the world did not

but kept wide awake ‘at the
stroke of midnight hour,’ when
Hong Kong returned to China's
htful lap. As one who has
worked in that region, three-
and-a-half decade ago. 1 was
grateful to have lived to see the
day. or shall I say the night?
For there also, after a lapse of a
century and a half it was
democracy that emerged victo-
rious. The British were digni-
Chiaeue Joches] Codaposnd
serene as they arrived to take
over. Governor Chris Patten's
tears mingled will with the
falling rain drops. And when
China's turn carge to step in, it
was, as if, even the rain god
withdrew and watched.

In the utterances of the Chi-
nese leaders, in those of Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin and Tung
Chee Hwa, the new Chris Pat-
ten, one had a fore taste of the
next century, Neither harked
back to the m:ar looked
back in anger. they gazed
at the past but once, very
briefly. while respectfully re-

Bad News for Flying Saucer Fans

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

America's obsession with UMMWMM,M‘IMW#M-AMﬁIMﬁm
suicide in March, of 39 members of the Heavens Gate cult, who believed an alien ship passing near Earth
would take them to an eternal paradise!

easlern New Mexican desert at
the dawn of the space age was
and embellished over
ecades into false evidence

of aliens.

It all began in New Mexico in
July, 1947, Ranch foreman W.
W. Brazel found strange, shin
materials littering the ground.
Mr. Brazel gave it to the sheriff,
who turned it in to the military
authorities. On July 8. the
Roswell Army Air issued a
news release about the crash of
a flying disk. grumpu:}il a
newspaper. The Roswell Daily
Record, to run an article under
the headline: "R. A. A F. Cap-

tures Fl Saucer.”
Military authorities re-

tracted the next day, calling the
curtous debris a downed
weather balleon. But the dam- ,
age was done. Just as old sight-
ings of squids and whales
spawned tales of sea monsters.

e "Roswell Incident” became a
celebrated part of America's
alien culture. [n propounding
vigorous theories of alien visits
and t cover-ups, the
space buffs have become a
formidable force against gov-
ernment rationalisations.

The mment says that a
serviceman who crashed in a
test balloon 10 miles north-
west of Roswell suffered an in-
jury that caused his head to
swell and resemble the bulbous
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the dogs (an English idiom. |
hasten to point out, at the peril
of life!). but the standard of
tory supervision is worse.

o are patronising whom?

The urban housing develop-
ment plan has to be accorded

-most priority in the major
cities. If multistoried office
complexes come up at the same
rate as the shopping centres,
then the problem of office and
business 5 would be
solved to a considerable extent.
But it ap that the private
investment is very shy in the
office sector. Can we have a sur-
vey report?

My a to the government
is simple : do not separate us
from our families, and force us
to remove the family members
into the interior, upsetting all
social amenities. | am sure our
brilliant politicians can solve
:ggi.:ty if ﬂwytegmdc e én lthH

' to do less
politics and display more de-
velopment aptitude (how do
you acquire this taste?). I sus-

we have more politicians
than we need!

A Husnain
Dhaka-1207

Wanted code for
telephone business

Sir, A large number of small
private shops are operating in
many cities offering the public
the use of their telephones on
cash payment basis. The usual
charge is Taka 4 for one local
call. But those who have digi-
tal/ISD telephones charge Tk 5

local call, com to the
official rate of Tk 1.75.

It is a profitable business af-
ter the major portion of the line
rent of Tk 18,000 is recovercd
after a short period. Do they
have trade licence, and are they
taxable?

The ment is aware of
this side business. The public
may be informed if these estab-
lishments are registered and li-
censed for offering such tele-

hone services, and what are
he approved, standard rates
the public may be charged (no
notice seen in any shop).

A business code has to be
published and lwgul:-lh.:m:t:l in
public interest. Former queries
in the newspapers were unan-
swered. The may issue a
clarification.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

~ from the small hospi
- commissary, which

cranium of the classic science-
fiction alien. This secretive
1959 mishap, apparently led to
tales of a crashed extraterres-
trial that walked under its own
power into a military hospital.
S0, too, dummies were rou-
tinely dropped from balloons to
test parachutes and were some-
Wuwml in the desert and ‘I:I-:i_
in suggestive ways, their
hands often missing a finger. A
distinguishing characteristics
of aliens supposedly sighted
near Roswell, is four ers.
The Air Force also describes
the crash of a KC-97G military
plane near Roswell that killed
11 fliers, leaving their bodies
badly burned and reeking of
fuel. The stench was so foul
that identification work at the
Reswell jair base was maved
tqg.the
ad a large
refrigerator. Recalled years
later by a civilian who visited

O they have ultimately
stepped in the shoes of
their adversaries — the
Awami League vis-a-vis the
present Envernmeul. Observin
a half-day hartal on 23r
March they exercised their
democratic rights to ventilate
their grievances against the
government when it was only
about ten months old. Too
remature a timing, indeed.
is is also in the of ex-
ercising democratic rights.

And when it is just a year
old, they have called another
hartal on July 3 to protest the

what brand as "anti-
people, anti-development, anti-
investment'.

The Awami League leader-
ship, on the earlier occasion
acknowledged its opponent's
democratic rights and hence
kept itself purposefully away
from intercepting the activists
of BNP in the streets. Still then
it had been slandered by the
BNP. Hoodlums inflicted physi-
cal injuries to some of the pro-
cessionists including former
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury who received head
injuries and profusely bled.
Parallel to such an unruly inci-
dence we also took into cog-
nizance the unfortunate killing
of a Naval officer at Luxmipur
and two others elsewhere. All
such sad incidences were re-

to have ted

BNP musclemen during the
hartal. Ransacking of shops
and other business establish-
ments, arsons, looting and

utting on fire public vehicles
also been in the news.

Then speaking to the news-
men at the rt on her return
from Islamabad where she at-
tended OIC conference, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina posed
a pertinent counter question to
the journalists on the reason
for calling a hartal. She did not
say a word nst hartal since,
she admitted plainly, when in
opposition she too has had re-
Hﬂ;rse to it.zljiut E]!]E wondered

Begum Zia, when in T,
used to severely cﬂuﬂumﬂ
for its being destructive of na-
tional economy could adopt the
same measure.

The issues of Transit, Asian
Highway, repression of BNP
leaders and workers, arrests of
four top BNP men, chasing of a
few murti: by the police — all
came up in the im ress
conference. The ﬂrp;?w;u:u.
Sheikh Hasina observed, were
preposterous as her rmment
was or;?r following up the deci-
sions of BNP government. This
time the issues are not so many,
it is mﬂynnehthehudgeLA{
ready much has been said for
and against it and opinions are
still expressed through the
newspapers and other media.

Ultimatel% people will decide
how much 'anti-people, anti-
development, anti-investment’

the air base and talked to work-
ers there, prompted his account
of small, black, ed, dead
aliens who smelled so bad that
their autopsies were moved
from the base hospital to a

ace better suited to the dissec-
lonsl!

The US's dessert work fo-
cussed on the development of
sky gear and high-altitude es-
cape s . Starting in 1950,
for instance, balloons rising as
high as 19 miles, dropped
dozens of life-llke dummies to
perfect parachutes for pioneer-
ing £ﬂntn. including those in
the X-15 rocket plane and U-2

plane. The dummies landed
over the New Mexico desert,

culminating in Colonel Kit-
tinger's 1 leap from a bal-
loon nearly 20 miles high,
which remains the highest
parachute jump ever. At times,
this human research was also
quite estive of the aliens. A
ballnn;uﬁghl in 1959 ended in
an accident that caused Captain
Dan D. Fulgham's helmet to
shatter and his head to swell.
His eyes became mere slits in a

ffy face. He was taken to the

well base with a high secu-
rity escort and was eventually
transferred to Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base in Ohio for
treatment.

The Air Force report says
that this accident probably ac-

membering Deng Tsiao Ping.
the architect u?gune mmt:“;
two 3“::115" and paying fond
regards to Madame m’ﬂ whose
good fortune it was to be present
on the occasion to savour that
unforgettable moment of hu-
man nistory.

President Jiang Zemin must

have sounded more than -
suring 1o ihe western sceptic

and he clearly set his next pri-
ority — the peaceful re a-
tion of China, the eu

now for Taiwan's c the
Hong Kong way. That night
must come too, when a new gen-
eration will perhaps keep
awake at the stroke of that
'mi t hour’. I wonder what
a TV set will then look like

Administrator Tung Chee
Hwan his priorities right for
Hong . Housing, education

and welfare for the elderly; and
he announced some intended
measures, albeit with a broad
Chinese brush. China-oriented
education, a review of the -

labus, keeping the Iﬂuagc
the Engiin larig g i mad,
sh language) in mind,
85,000 houses aajﬁa.r for the
next ten years to be built on
land to be reclaimed from the
sea, and hri:fl back the
Confucian Ideal of the Society
taking care of the elderly.

Sit in front of the TV set,
merci with the rare privi-
lege of no cut, one some-
how felt within, that come the
next century, t will achieve
all those and per more. [t
was indeed wonderful seeing
Hong Kong returning at last to
its roots.

close scrutiny. The finding of
shiny wreckage in 1947, it says,
"was the first of many unrelated
events now collectively known
as the 'Roswell Incident' "

The report also tells of other
activity in New Mexico that
conceivably was mistaken for
extraterrestrial craft. A V-
shaped balloon flown in 1965
bears a striking resemblance to
the sketch of an alien space-

craft drawn by an anonymous
"witness”. Between 1 and
1972, balloons lifted and

dropped mock interplanet
to aid research. ‘E

the untrained eye, the probes

looked like flying saucers!

Not surprisingly, true be-
lievers in Roswell are un-
shaken, seeing the new
as evidence ol the most egre-
gious Government cover-up of
all time,

There are reasons why the
US government felt compelled
to put a damper on the
50th anniversary celebration of
the "Roswell incident." Ameri-
ca's obsession with UFOs has

and several were lost. (A wit- counts for reports of an alien never been greater, and is get-
ness had said of il atiens: - -~ that a Rosewelivair ting outof hand. A case in point
W thaught they werk fllaati’s | ba ' nTrﬂlL an..?.\,»m mm:tz March. of 39
dolls.”). - LR G, ,q,pﬁ shipment me _ Heavens Gate

Sning in 1987, test pilots: « a \ ht-Patterson - cult. who an alien ship
began to join the dummies in base, where according to passing near Earth would take

bailing out at high altitudes,

Roswell lore, they underwent

Of Hartal, Allegations and Vendetta

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

it actually is. So isn't it too
early to be in the exigency of

calll.n% hartal?

Of late, the BNP chairperson
and other leaders are accusing
the party in power of "sale out”
of the country to our neighbour.
How a country can be a com-
modity for sale, and that too in
this age of democracy, one can-
n't simply understand. But one
wonders if it is a tact of retract-
ing public attention from alle-
gations rife st them.

During their time BNP was
very vocal against corruption.
Even before going into power
Begum Zia and her lead-

Shahabuddin Anmed and his

and his
care-taker government into
taking punitive measures
against General Ershad and his
ministers. As a result, the haul-
ing up of a sizeable number of
JP members and putting them
in jail was witnessed. When in
power after victorious
in 1991 election, some of the
ministers and leaders inclu
BNP Chairperson's son an
brother, allegedly, went into a
self-same rampage. The o -
tion at that time had suugﬁt the
intervention and examination
by a Parliamentary Committee
in the specific instances of cor-
ruption. The Committee sat for
one or two occasions but could
not make any headway due to
Furpouful and deliberate indif-
erence of the party in m]ww:r It
was an exercise in fu ltﬂ.:

And when Awami e
was installed in power it be-
came naturally incumbent
upon the government to reopen
the issues in the process of up-
holding the laws of the country.
The Bureau of Anti-Corruption
was immediately revamped to
take formal and legal action
against all corrupt persons ex-
ercising an absolute freehand
without prejudice. Conse-
quently, the Bureau has had to
go into an indepth examina-
tiununf ttll'llctaﬂ:nga;nna of cor-
ruption tha pouring in
against the former Prime rblg.n-
ister, her son, brother and a re-
lation, some of her cabinet
ministers, leaders of the
and its associate th stu-
dent wings. Their involvement
in specific instances of corrup-
tion and bungling when ma
known to the news media, in-
stantly roused loud resentment
in the rank and file of the party.
In numerous public meetings
they started expressing their
wrath, sometimes in uncouth
manner. They were all for vin-
dicating the chairperson and
warned that if lnythlnfd hap-
pened to her they would 'set
ablaze the whole country' or
would ‘make everything stag-
nant.’ Following the 23rd
March half-day hartal, Mir
Showkat Ali. in an undertone
of threat reminded the audience
in a public meeting that BNP

was though a tame 'cat' once
when its workers were fearful.
now was a veritable 'tiger’. And
taking cue from the ex-army
general, a labour leader and
member of Parliament
Mosharraf Hossain warmed the
Prime Minister to t their
demands forthwith. Or else, he
cautioned, that all would be
over in one single night.... Such

An outrageous remark tanta-
mounts to a direct threat to

Sheikh Hasina's life and is li-
able for immediate ptive
legal action. Meanwhile, patri-
otic citizens of the country must
have been utterly intrigued by
the report attributed to Ms
Robin Raphael of the US State
artment. She was re
to have asked the B adesh
government to tell her of the
circumstances under which
four BNP leaders were taken
into legal custody. | for one,
would consider it as a direct and
ominous interference in our
internal affair. I wonder too, if
GoB would be obliged to make
any reply to such an uncalled
for intervention. In any case,
this overt interference created a
sense of disaffection among the

pcaRi: of the country and it

not be at all surprising if
they seek to locate an eerie

linkage of such awful interfer-
ence with any vicious gamble to
overthrow the government. Our
poor country has been unfortu-
nately a pla or a hot bed
for international intrigues for

lnnlg.
n the movement for the
ouster of BNP t Ja-
o ihe opposion fesmi 1
e opposition ning its
own in t identity. It did
not, perhaps, anticipate that
Awami ue would be in
wer, rather, most likely, it
ought that Begum Zia would
be to return to the adminis-
tration in a dilapidated shape
and would be compelled to seek
their help to form a stable gov-
ernment. It was proved mere
day-dreaming for them. They
themselves were almost totally
rejected by the people h?glng
only three seats in the ltgigm
Sangsad as against 18 in 1991
election. BNP was also routed.
Having thus failed in their
strategies to dictate terms on
SHF made imnla;:dia:l re-
i ts, tuning themseives
2in with BNP. A fear of AL

has worked here. They have
good reasons to be nﬂrgeﬂw
of a massive reprisal from the

ro-i forces :
s o Chata Sai Nl
Committee, with BNP in
such an uncertain hour has
been to .hiﬂdhh:thtm.:::.
against any possible onslaught.
Fear apart, the Jamaat lead-
ers have been observed to be
frequently critical of the exu-
berance of the freedom-loving
people in observing the Silver
Jubilee of our i ce.

‘dence and also potent

them to an eternal paradise!

Theavnhav: even criticized the
kin of 'Shikha Chirantan'
by Sh Hasina on the his-
toric 7th March 1997 which
made a tumultuous tour of the
whole country from Taknaf to
Tetulia and was finally in-
stalled at the Suhrawardy Ud-
dyan on 26th March '97. The
symbolic flame has been com-
pared by them with fire-wor-
shipping. Surprisingly, t
haven't so far made any suc
criticisn of "Shikha Anirban”
in the Cantonment(s). Coinci-
dentally, both these flames
have be;:n u:,rr;lohuuﬁnrcprumta-
tions of our love for ind -
retem.-
brances of the great sacrifices
made by the armed forces and
the civilians together in the
War of Liberation. The blighters
are now publicly ridiculing the
flames — vis-a-vis the 3 million
Wherefrom they could

gather so much strength to be so

The whole nation has shown
tolerance to the anti-
liberation forces within the
country. By now, these elements
have ample breathing time to
consolidate their sinister bases.
The freedom fighters in BNP
have been silent spectators of
the seditious activities. They

are actu helpless, )
becauu:.;llythc role éﬁui JI;I’yv
their leader at rehabilitating
Golam Azam. Their malevolent
overtures inlil:'léﬂ Zia's time h:l:
now assu suggcnng
almost unmanageable propor-
tions. They have gained so
much s that gives them
the scope to play second fiddle
to BNP.

In such an awe-inspiring
g:lﬂde being enacted in our so-

-political arena the pro-lib-

eration forces belonging to ev-

ery shade of political

and ﬁ!iliauun must t;

unity g;[po-e on a .

sue. pro and our

hard-earned ;
Last but not least, the

Manikganj by-election a
i f}ree and fair one, P

mﬁlﬂ: scope to blame the
party in power for any ‘vote da-
coity' or of sort. But the
blemish 'Magura' still re-
mains with them, which ulti-
mately culminated into a na-
tional movement against them,
and the rest is known to all. So

lhmllﬁ:rm::hh;ve fair
sonal’ or 'party’ vendetta. For it
is the e who suffer and
bear the brunt. are yet to
feel the effect of the . not
to speak of | it as
‘pro-' or ‘anti- f

It appears BNP has little
time to think whether the rea-

sons for its calling hartal or
street agitation etc., are prema-
ture or not, it has atleast one
mature tive — dislodging
t. But an' it too
early to go for 'action’ as such.



