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Tpc growth rate
over next few

years, says
ADB report
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meur{ policy becomes a po-
tent tool for macroeconomic
management.
The report, focused on the
country's performance, infla-
trends, development in
the external sector and major
in domestic policies,
and said Bangladesh govern-
ment is %ﬂ keep the over-
all budget
See Page 12 Col 7

Depression over

Gbld worth Tk 26
lakh seized at
Ctg Airport
From Staff Correspondent

Snnﬂd gold worth about Tk
26 mleimdbycu:tgma
MImﬂﬂwmﬂ ere
from bal today, airport

The o Md Yusuf
passenger, usuf,
was handed over to Port thana.

Ai ‘;udltnmil ‘lﬁ
sm we :
was in perfume packets in-
side the of Yusuf,

The recovered gold included
230 tolas of gold gars and 659

golden rings.
40 injured as BNP,
BCL activists

clash at Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 2: At least 40
were injured in a clash

BNP and BCL activists

at Sadar Road here this

Duﬁ the one-and-a-half
cl:n‘h. one restaurant, a
hall, the BNP office,
Jubadal office and a vehicle of
the PDB were ransacked.
Two offices were set on fire.
lobbed teargas shells
situation under

Khan declared
officially elected

The Election Commission in

declared BNP candidate Abdul
Wahab Khan elected in the by-
election Manikganj-3 con-
stituency, an Election Com-
mission press release said in
Dhaka last night.

— Inside Today
Article

I Events of
Importance

Column : Frankly

Speaking
by Faruq Choudhury
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Focus

Can mini paper mills
be viable?
Page 5

Business
Development work of
Korean EPZ to begin

in Ctg in Oct
13-point fall in DSE
index
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Hasinma, Hashimoto hold talks

Iy

Japanese aid for Ganges barrage,

Rupsha bridge & Mongla port likely

.............

i e

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina and her Japanese counterpart Ryutaro Hashimoto greet

each other at the latter's residence in Tokyo yesterday.

From M Anwarul Haq
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TOKYO, July 2: B adesh
and J?an today underlined
their desire to break new
grounds to strengthen further
the existing ties between the two
countries through expanded
economic cooperation.

Tokyo. indicated that it was
willing to fund construction of
the Rupsha Bridge and devel-

opment of Mongla Port. It also -

expressed its desire to extend
technical support for feasibility
study for the proposed Ganges
Barrage.

This was disclosed at an of-
ficial briefing after the formal
talks between Japanese Prime
Minister taro Hashimoto
and the visiting Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
The Japanese premier hosted a
lunch at his residence where the

discussions took place for
nearly two hours, e talks
were also cipated by senior

officials of the two sides. The
Bangladesh side included Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria,
State Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Principal Secreta to the
Prime Minister Dr Samad,

Foreign Secretary Farooq Sob-
See Page 12 Col 1
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Post-accord rehabilitation
PCP activisits joining
Shantibahini to
avail of package

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, July 2: A
large number of activists of Pa-
hari Chhatra Parishad (PCP)
have reportedly crossed the
border to avail of rehabilita-
tion facilities offered to Shan-
tibahinimen under the pro-
posed peace accord, sources
concerned said. g

Seel rospect of a peace
accord IEetEmcn the Parbl:;tya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) and the gov-

Influx of Rohingyas

Increases despite
tight security

COX'S BAZAR, July 2: The
influx of Rohingya refugees into
the southeastern district has
increased despite t security
alnngothc Bangladesh-Myan-
mar border, reports UNB.

Sources said several hundred
Rohingyas are corssing into
Bangladesh everyday from the
Arakan province of Myanmar
through different border points
of Teknaf and Ukhia thanas in
Cox's Bazar and

See Page 12 Col 8

ernment during the next round
of talks on July 14, the PCP ac-
tivists are enlisting themselves
in the Shantibahini, they said.

The government has offered
to rehabilitate all Shan-
tibahinimen following an
agreement with PCJSS.

The PCP faction favouring
PCJSS president Shantu
Larma, are now taking advan-
tage of this, the sources said.

Meanwhile, no case of sur-
render by Shantibahinimen
was recorded in the past five
months, an official source said.

The last case of surrender by
two Shantibahinimen, with
one LMG and a rifle, was
recorded on February 5 this
year.

a peace accord the
Shantibahinimen are not in-
terested in taking advantage of
the general amnesty.

e general amnesly was de-
clared tor Shantibahinimen on
October 3, 1983 and it has been
extended 12 times so far, the of-
ficial source said.

So far 1198 Shantibahini-
men surrendered to the security
forces with arms and ammuni-

See Page 12 Col 6

TOKYO, July 2: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina today in-
vited the Japanese en-
mmwru to invest in textile

other labour intensive in-
dustries in Bangladesh and set

up a private export processing
zone exclusively of their own.

s L e 1D
i Eics is

help us balance our trade rela-
tions." she said at an invest-
ment conference at New Otani

- governmerrt
is m efforts to attract

J as Ja is
U] oot vakitd and lmpg:tnnnt

development partner of the
country.

Mentioning the signing of
Investment Protection and
Promotion Agreement with
Japan, the Bangladesh Prime
Minister said bilateral rela-
tions depend a lot on trade these

".... We have put the item of
economic development on the
top of our administration and

diplomacy agenda. We need to

Japanese entrepreneurs urged
to invest, set up pvt EPZ

go ahead. Our ts are to cre-
ate millions of and attract
billions of dollars in foreign

investment.

The days of aid dence
are fast drawing to a close for
Bangladesh, she said adding,
"specific and targeted public
policy is the need of the hour,
and that is exactly what we

hope to provide.”

JETRO seminar
for Bangladesh

businessmen

TOKYO, July 2: The Japan
external Trade Organisation
(JETRO) organised a seminar
for Bangladesh business dele-
gation accompanying the prime
gégilt:r here today. reports

Kondo, Executive Director of
JETRO, made the welcome re-
marks and laid emphasis on
the market research hoping
that it would make the market

See Page 12 Col 7

She said Bangladesh is
for change and "l am sure you
will chanie your outlook on
Bangladesh once you have vis-
ited our country. I'm confident
that you will find much of in-
terest in Bangladesh in terms of
economic op unities.”

"By virtue of our hard work
we have made the world believe
that Bangladesh is a country of
enormous . she said.

Hasina the dream the
Father of the Nation had for a
try free from oppression

-- and <xploltation is now not a 1"

dream any more, "it is within
our reach.
“We have moulded the in-

vestment policy with the great
r:nnlnlcmnl:-’urgm." she said urg-
ng apanese en eurs
to invest t:l':iﬁn ndcshtm
The prime minister said the
country needs to create the base
for using the vast 1 of tal-
ented manpower. e should
also require to allow the private
sector to play a much aug-
mented role and go for more lo-
cal and direct foreign invest-

See Page 12 Col 3

A BNP procession in the city yesterday to drum up support for today's hartal. —Star photo

Pakistan test

fires missile

ISLAMABAD, July 2: Pak-
istan has successfully test fired
a medium r Im?(illt‘l: with a
target range of upto kms, a
leading Pakiutalflti newspaper
reported today, says PTL.

The widely circulated Urdu
daily, Nawa-e-Waqt quoting re-
liable sources said that the
third in the 'Hataf series of
missile has been successfully
test fired with a much enhanced

range.

Peda};liistt;n hatcll] earlier devel-
O ataf-1 with a range of 100
kms and Hataf-2 with a range of

See Page 12 Col 2
Businessman robbed,
stabbed 1n city

A businessman was stabbed

and robbed of Tk 3.25 lakh in
front of a bank at Khilgaon in

the city yesterday, police said,
reports UUNB.

A group of youngmen
boardi a scooter stabbed
Khandaker Muslehuddin and
snatched a bag with the money
as soon as he came out from
Sonali Bank Taltola branch at
about 10 am.

Fresh violence in Gaza,
WB: Palestinian killed

DEIR EL BALAH, Gaza Strip.
July 2: A Palestinian was killed
by Israeli army gunfire Wed-
nesday in a clash over land
near a Jewish settlement, wit-
nesses and hospital officials
said, reports AP.

Some 200 Palestinians be-
an th stones after bull-
ozers cleared land near the

Gush Katif settlement. Soldiers
fire to disperse the stone
throwers, killing 18-year-old
Maher Assar, said doctors at
Shifa Hospital in Gaza City.

In the West Bank town of He-
bron, Israeli snipers perched on
rooftops fired live rounds at
Palestinian rioters to stop a
deluge of stones and firebombs.

Four Palestinians, including
a 12-year-old boy., were
wounded by live fire in the legs,
and 13 were hit by rubber bul-
lets.

The injured were given first
ald at a makeshift clinic — an
ambulance, a stretcher and two
nurses — set up in a nearby gas
station

Wednesday marked the first

time in weeks that Israeli
troops used live amunuuiiticn in
Hebron, and signaled a further
escalation.

The Hebron violence was
triggered by a Jewish extremist
who over the weekend put up
posters in Hebron hurting the
religious sentiments of Mus-
lims.

“They have gone too far with
their humiliations of the Mus-
lims,” said one 18-year-old
Palestinian as he stuffed rags
into gas-filled bottles to prepare
firebombs.

Protesters chanted "Allahu
Akbar,” or God is Great, the
Muslim battle cry. as they ran
toward Israelli troops in riot
ear, hurli rocks and fire-

mbs. Soldiers initially fired
rubber bullets, then several live
rounds.

In response to the anti-Mus-
lim leaflet, merchants in the
city observed a commercial
strike Wednesday. Shopkeepers
elsewhere in the West and
Gaza Strip were to close their
businesses for an hour. g

. night,

man

2 murdered, one
killed in bomb

explosion in city
By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were murdered
and another was killed in a
bomb explosion in ate in-
cidents in the city yesterday.

Tawhidul Islam alias Rajib,
22, sustained fatal injuries
when an unidentified gang shot
him in at about 10:30
am. He at the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH),

tal sources said.
e gang of about three
called Rajib, a resident of .

nearby
close range. The motive behind
See Page 12 Col 8

Snatchers throw
bomb at police
In City : 2 hurt

Two police men were injured
as snatchers threw bombs at
them in the :% on Tuesday
reports UNB.

Police said a team of Tejgaon
thana chased the muggers g'mllp
which snatched several people
near :{lnwrm Bazar area at
about 11 pm Tuesday.

The snatchers tried to flee
the scene bombs at the
police personnel. ASI Tariquz-
zaman and constable Abdul
Karim were injured in the bomb
attack.

The police team, however,
caught two of the snatchers who
were reportedly injured as an-
ﬂlmph from the bazar area

them up, said.

The snatchers Nurul Islam
and Ayub Alli were admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital. Injured police per-
sonnel were given ﬁ?:t-ﬂd.

Road barricade
protesting

waterlogging

By Staff Correspondent

A group of angry e yes-
terday barricaded the Dhaka-

::Ll;mcnnmgh highway at Kunia
Bazar, Gazipur for more

than two hours yesterday
protesting waterlogging in the
area reportedly caused by a
garments and fisheries complex
stopping natural flow of rain
walter.

The angry ple also pre-
vented the workers and staff of
Fortuna Group's three garment
units and fisheries complex
frnmgolng inside which led to a
shutdown in production, the
agement said.

The trouble be at 7 am
and police cle the road at

See Page 12 Col |

Flood hits
Rangpur

RANGPUR, July 2: The
Teesta river flood control em-
bankment at Salapak in Gan-
gachhara thana under the dis-
trict had developed breaches at
different points due to onrush
of flood waters and downpour,

BSS.

A large number of houses in
the char areas of Gangachhara
thana were dama by the
flood. thana nirbahi office, said

The road-link between

r and Ki-hnrcgm(}j thana

under Nilphamari istrict
snapped as a by-pass road in the

Rangpur-Kishoregan| highwa
pnnE:l_v washed lﬂ"!{. 4

Overall flood situation s,
however, lmgmﬂm in the dis-
trict as the Teesta river watler
level receding, Water Develop-
ment Board source said.

'an

Some top BNP leaders
oppose today's hartal

By Nazmul Ashraf .

BNP faced dissension from
some ‘'very influential' party
leaders as regards its plan for
t-hour coun de har-
tal due to start at 6 this morn-
ing, highly-placed sources in
the party said.

Three members of BNP's
highest decision-m body
— the National Standing Com-
mittee (NSC) — were 'dead op-
posed’ to the hartal, called to
th:l.t the national budget for

1997-98 termed the

“party a4 ‘anti-peoplé and devel-

opment-shy.’
BNP Chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad

Begum Khaleda Zia, however,
ignored the su tions by the
three top notchers in her party
and gave in to the pressure from
the younger leaders to opt for
hartal, according to sources
close to her.

The three NSC members re-
port advised m Zia not
to go for 'harmful programme
like hartal' she was opposed to
while ruling the country for five

years. i
They that today's
tal would iead ‘tﬂrl
ay shutdown as the next
two days are weekly holidays.
See Page 12 Col 7

RISING STARS : PRICE TAKA 9.00

BNP-called
8-hour

hartal
~ today

By Staff Correspondent

An eight-hour countrywide
hartal is to begin at 6 am today,
called by the opposition BNP to
register its protest against what
it termed an anti- le budget.

Today’'s hartal is the second
one called by BNP since Awami
League came to power in June
last year. The first one was on
March 23 this year.

The hartal call was given by
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan earlier at a
press briefing on June 29, a day
prior to the passage of the na-
tional budget for fiscal 1997-98
I;)Y the Jatiya Sanﬁsad. BNP will

so hold a post-hartal rally in

See Page 12 Col 4
AL questions
efficacy of BNP’s

hartal call

Ruling Awami League gen-
eral secretary and LGRD Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman yesterday

questioned the efficacy of BNP's
hartal call and said it is de-
?ignﬁd to crﬁatf: chaos and con-
usion in the country, reports
ONB. try, repo

In his reaction to the today's
8-hour hartal, Zillur said har-
tal is a democratic right of the
people but the BNP has no logi-
cal ground behind calling this
hartal.

He said in the past his
also called hartals on naﬂ%ﬂ
causes to protect democracy,
people’'s voting rights or to
protest repression on the peo-

ple.
Referring to the BNP's
See Page 12 Col 8

Bombs hurled at
BNP procession

in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 2: Two hand
bombs were thrown at the torch
rocession of BNP this evening.
€ procession was t out
in support of s half--
day hartal. |
The BNP blamed the Awami
League the incident. The AL de-
nied the charge.
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