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ANGLADESH as a signat-
ory to the U Mﬂt
0

B tis

hﬂn-m provisions of

the agreement incl the
on Trade

Aspects of Intellectual Property

H(ll:tl (TRIPS).
Bangladesh. however, the
importance of Intellectual
Rights (IPRs) in socio-
economic development and
trade are not well understood at
different levels, in both
ernment and ate sectors.
When one see that differ-
ent countries of the region had
undertaken open public discus-
sions on the implications of

TRIPS Agreement long before

the signing of y Round
e ke taking
ve
only after signing of the
t.

It had been opined (The
Daily Star 12-13 October, 1996)
that the developed countries
would be the fol-
lowed the relatively ad-
vanced countries.
For the LDCs, some may gain er
Gopending sn The relative

ng on the relative
change in opportunities for
them in the wake of the

m‘y Round (UR). It was
opined that the post-UR

life may be very different for

the s
implementation of UR will
have nd influence on
tern and their ways of dr?i:g
things. For better or worse the

to expose the LDCs
difficult and chal-
that

the pol lanners and deci-
sion mﬂcrpu liticians, bu-
rea Exﬂde

ucrats) of sh will
pay serious atten to above
observations and act accord-

ingly to face the ., S0
that we can live with ty

and honour.

ﬂ.:ngladuh hx;aﬂw.
t un-
dertaken Uruﬂ.lay Round Study
Project (URSP) and llt:gomted
consultants to advise the Gov-

- to face 'tfngrgﬂﬂ:

- UR Agreemen
t in-
ng TRIPS. A comprehen-

sive document on wWas

prepared consultants and
d:l;lcuuedhig a National Work-

in st 1996. | sincerely
that sion makers con-
cerned will undertake appro-

te measures to implement
recommendations. In this

res it may be stressed to
draw the attention of the policy
ners and decision makers

hat techn ally advanced
and ll:rit] Dﬂ'l.lﬂ'l es gf tltl:: Al;ahn
region have alrea rought
ch i; their re-

na laws, institu-

spective
tional and administrative -

TRIPS Agreement

Implications on Intellectual Property Law and Administration

by Prof M Nurul Islam

Effective enforcement of IP-Laws will encourage Foreign Direct Investment, which in turn will help technology
transfer, industrialisation and employment generation. On the other hand increasing investment in R&D would
gradually help in reducing dependence on foreign technology and allocation of funds for technology

h declared the Na-
tional Science and Tec
Policy in 1986 in order to en-

1
ommd enhance R&D ca-
Pa to technology
or t. has
been in the

u-
Rights (patents, designs) and ef-
fective measures for commer-
cialization of patented tech-

es.
In Bangladesh traditional

mment supports to R&D
act;;ictiﬂ have limited to
pu sector organisations. In
public sector organisations the

main objective for tenti
- the rgelnrch::g
is to the requirement for
ing commercial success. More-
over, due to the llrum: of nﬁ;
government supports
the form of venture capital)
very small number of technolo-
ﬁw by local inventors
commercialised.

ochmlogy arteder |
of technology indus-

trial development it has been
mentioned in all the declared
industrial cies of the gov-
ernment (IP-1986, IP-1990, IP-
1991, IP-1996 (Draft) and the
National Science and Technol-
? Policy (NSTP 1986) that a
ational Centre for Tachnuk;gy
r

Development and Transfe

would established in the
country. During the last 10
years the Ministry of Science
and Techno has formed
many commit and sub-
committees to establish this
i centre to help tech-

no transfer. Unfortunately
due to lack of understanding
about the importance of tech-

nology transier in industrial
development nothing fruitful
has place in this respect

Encouraging statements
have been made in both Indus-
trial Pullc* and National Sci-
ence and Technology Puljcav&tn
increase investment in D
and to provide incentives to

vate sectors in the form of

relief. Such good statements
have not been put te :

The exiting IP Acts of the
country on patents, industrial
designs, ks, t
related rights are old out-
dated to meet the current needs.
Th need revisions. Two
drafts, one to amend the Patent
and Act and the other to
amend the Trademarks Act,
have been initiated at the be-

ﬁ!nnn.lng of 1990s, it is still in

to approval. Serious
would be necessary in the light

ations of the IP laws
of TRIPS ts.
In Eﬁaﬂuh the National
Patent is m:fnnud by in-
¢ ey e 1o

nces for the benefit of the
country. In Bangladesh, tradi-
tionally, top positions of the
Patent and Trademark offices
are headed by transferable civil
servants. Whatever uﬁccialiscd
experiences the; ther during
their tenure in I ce get lost
when they are transferred to
different offices. The capability
of existing institutions to en-
force IP laws are also weak.
Moreover, there is no system-
atic effort to develop capable
man to meet the growing
challenges of policies and pro-
grammes related to TRIPS.

Follow-up Actions for the
Implementation of TRIPS
Agreement

The TRIPS reement be-
came effective in January 1995.
The ment has already been
implemented hf' industrialised
countries from 1 January, 1996.
The ent is Ectl;l duluil to
be put into practice by develop-
mgpmuntﬁes by the year 20{}8
Least Developed Countries
(LDCs) like Bangladesh shall
enjoy a period of 10 years of de-
hyodrlp to the year 2006) in im-
plementation of TRIPS ee-
ment from the date of ap -
tion.

It is undeniable that the im-
plementation of TRIPS Agree-
ment has many concerns as
well as opportunities. Govern-
ment of Bangladesh should try
to maximise the opportunities
of TRIPS t for the so-
cio-economic development of
the country. In order to achieve
the goal simultaneous actions
will have to be taken to comply
with the cunditiunaliucz] of ‘:h:

ment as well as to develop
A111Elt-lm+::«1ml capabilities to face the
challenge and use them for the

benefit of the country.

Hang on to Your Hats as Histo

The handover of Hong Kong marks the virtual end of British decolonisation, while this

‘rary

ucguisitigm

It is envisaged that if taken
seriously the allowable transi-
tion up to the year 2006
may be sufficient to meet the in-
ternational obligations. How-
ever it may take longer period
to achieve reasonable level of
national capabilities to avall
the opportunities. Various legal,
institutional, administrative
and policy measures should be
considered by the government
as presented in the following
paragraphs. The government
should notify in the country
and inform the Council for
TRIPS about the country's
commitment to implement the
substantive provisions of the
Agreement in the transition pe-
riod.

A permanent (not a t:mgo-
roject) Co-ordination Cell
should be established at the
Ministry of Commerce to deal
with various issues related to
Uruguay Round ent. The
cell should be manned by pro-
fessional experts. The cel
should have overall respon-
sibility for implementation of
the U ment and coordi-
nation of all IPRs-related ac-
tivities. The cell will constantly
monitor country's position and
the global development with re-

to TRIPS/IPRs.

The issues related to Indus-
trial Property Rights fall under
the administrative authority of
the Ministry of Industry (MOI).
An Advisory Committee should
be established to advise the gov-
ernment (MOI) on strerl:il en-
ing. restructuring and enhanc-
ing the capabilities of the
Patent and Trademark Office in

line with the requirements of
TRIPS Agreem:r:ti

The issues related to copy-
right fall under the administra-
tive authority of Ministry of

Culture Youth and Sport. Here
also an Advisory Committee
should be established to advise
the government on matters re-
lated to TRIPS eements.

All over the world universi-
ties maintain a pool of highly
trained manpower ( e.g. techni-
cians, researchers etc). It has
been reported that in recent
years in developed countries
and in some advanced develop-
ing countries appropriate insti-
tutional arrangements have
been made to use the highly
trained manpower in IPR activ-
ities. In many cases this action
has helped in achieving notable
success by providing substan-
tial earnings to individual in-
ventors.

In Bangladesh, university
systems should also be acti-
vated in IPR activities. The uni-
versities can contribute in the
following areas.

* Generate Intellectual Prop-

erty (e.g. fatelu.deﬂ@:tc}
* Undertake Human Re-

sources Development Pro-
grammes (e.g. short courses,
workshops, seminars etc) for
different target groups ( e.g. en-
trepreneurs, government offi-
cials, law enlorcing agencies
etc).

* Undertake policy research
on technology and trade related
issues and advise policy plan-
ners, decision makers, govern-
ment officials, entrepreneurs,
bank officials etc.

As per TRIPS eement
necessary amendment and
formulation of IP laws are to be
made to cover level of pro-
tection. They include : (a)
Amendment of the existing IP
laws with regard to copyright,
lrademarks, patents and de-
signs. Two drafts prepared by
MOI may be considered as the
initial steps, in this regard: (b)

Formulation of necessary IP
laws to cover protection of new
IPRs such as g phical indi-
cations, layout designs of ICs,
trade secrets, and contractual
licenses is to be undertaken.
The Coordination Cell and
the relevant authorities should
collect samples of laws and rel-
evant documents applicable to
the new IPRs and other new
provisions from the countries
which have already enacted the
laws in their respective coun-
tries. In this rcﬂgct WIPO assis-
tance may also be sought to pre-
pare draft laws as per TRIPS
ment. Relevant IP author-
ities should draw the attention
of the Law Commission to help
in formulation and enactment
of these commercially impor-
tant laws on a priority basis.
Ministry of Industries (MOI)
and Ministry of Cultural Af-
fairs should allocate sufficient
funds to create awareness about
the importance of IP in socio-
economic development and the
need for effective enforcement
of IP laws under TRIPS Agree-
ment. Specific training pro-
ammes
seminars/workshops) should
also be or to train the
personnel of the law enforcing
agencies ( e.g. Judiciary, Cus-

to ;
“‘hf‘fﬂﬁ"lﬁﬁ of TRIPS Agree-

ment it is necessary to modify
the National Science and Tech-

nology Policy declared by the
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology. Sufficient stress should

be given to patent the R&D re-
sults and to their commercial
applications. During inaugura-
tion of the 20th National Sci-
ence and Technolo Week,
President Justice Sh uddin
Ahmed has stressed that Na-
tional Science and Technology
Policy should te revised keep-

year's 50th anniversary of Indian independence recalls the beginning of the process. Gem-
ini1 News Service reports on two new enterprises in Britain that tell the story of today's Com-
monwealth and yesterday's Empire. Nicola Cole and Derek Ingram write from London
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Temperature may rise

OvET

Wmm falls may occur at places
Chittagong. and Syl divisions and the regions of

Mymensingh

fice forecast, UNB

Moderate rain or thundershowers
wind is likely at most
., Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at many places

Rajsihahi. Chittagony

the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, Met Of-

oot places ovey Dhaba,

over Khulna and Barisal divisions during the period.
Slight rise in day temperature is over the

expected :
Country's highest temperat recorded 34.7 degree Cel-
ltusatJua:teandth:Mtuir;;;grmatRmmnmxu-

tubdia.
Meantime

Mymenslrg ed coun highest 108
mm rainfall followed by mﬂiimg:mi@

The sun sets today at 6:30 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:15 am.
Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town T:mp]crature Humidity in
in Celsius percen

Max Min Mor tgi
Dhaka 328 25.7 87 2
Chit 316 252 a3 - 7]
Rajsh 316 255 98 =)
Khuilna 338 25.0 85 &
Barisal 328 27.0 - .7
Sylhet 312 25.0 g7 -
Cox's Bazar 280 220 98 @%b
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M Jamaluddin, district governor, Rotary International

Dist 3280, addressing a press conference on the inaugural
day of Rotary year 1997-98 at a city hotel yesterday.
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Speaker greets Chinese people

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury has congratulated
the Chinese ple on the
restoration of China's sove-

mwmmmm

The Speaker extended his
greetings when China's ambas-

sador in Dhaka Wang Chungui
called on him at his parliament
office yesterday.

They discussed issues of bi-
lateral interest including the
pro visit of a Bangladesh

parliamentary delegation to
China.

P T e

nation of its retiring director,
Stephen Cox, to save it.
the revamped building is a

milé -or' so a from the o :
adl ‘edifice. ‘mﬁﬁh only thé'*
tower remains today. The insti- '

tute, with exhibits from the 53
member countries, exists to tell
the British public, particularly
students, about the Common-
wedlth.

Part of the change has been
to discard the fusty word "insti-
tute” and to call the place in-
stead The Commonwealth Ex-
perience.

A few years ago the British
Conservative government said
it would withdraw its £2.5 mil-
lion grant unless private money
could be found.

The exhibition galleries
were shut, the theatre and art
gallery converted into a confer-
ence centre to make money and
the institute was put almost on
a care-and-maintenance foot-

ing.

Public outcry was such that
the government back-pedalled,
and continued with some fund-
ing while sponsors came In.
Hence the "Heliride — the flight
of your life,” a simulated flight
around Kuala Lumpur that gives
an instant, hair-raising im-

ression of one of the world's
astest- ng countries.

It is not for the nervous. The
seats shake as you are swal-
lowed by the giant wrap-around
cinema screen. But it is exciting
and fun.

Later, when funds are found,
other rides will take visitors on
an African safari, across the
Great Barrier Reef, and on
white-water rafting.

Disneylandisation it may
be, but it is in this direction
museums and galleries are
moving for survival in a com-
B:utcrucd age. Static displays,

t alone glass cases, are out.

But the institute — its future
now assured by Britain's new
Labour mment — remains
a centre for the young to learn

about the Commonwealth of
1997, with modern resource fa-
cilities mgt Seminar rooms.

Itis t0 ed in August
anothier ceritré i1 'the Engl ol
city of Bristol — a long-mooted
Empire and Commonwealth
Museum. The case for such an
institution is powerful. The
British Empire was, after all,
the world's biggest, and the
wealth of three centuries of his-
toric materials is limitless,

Supporters of today's Com-
monwealth were anxious lest
the museum should bang the
imperial drum. A newspaper
headline shouted: "Murder,
slavery, theft — why would any-
one want to remember the
British Empire?" Director
Gareth Griffiths promises the
story will be revealed "warts
and all." He says: "The museum
will abandon the ideology of
Empire and try to look at it all
as it really was... It will tell a
fascinating story in as objective
r waz as possible.”

The collection embracing
seven tonnes of documents,
hundreds of costumes and thou-
sands of hours of oral history
will deal with events such as the
building of railways in Africa,
treatment of Aborigines and
convicts in Australia and the
design of cities such as
Welli n and Toronto.

A central theme will be the
treatment of slaves, who were
often branded and stacked like
sardines aboard ships, working
20 hours a day. forbidden to
gather in groups of six or more
and judicially sentenced to
bclttn% and hard labour in
chains if they broke the rules.

Siting the centre in Bristol, a
major port city 100 miles from
London, is no coincidence. Dur-
ing the mid-1700s it handled
about a third of Britain's slave
trade. Feelings are strong that
the city, which retains a signif-
icant black population, should
make a S

The last slave auction there

HERE and THERE

Dhaka Mid-City
Rotary Club

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury yesterday stressed

071 24 massive mass-awareness,

programme to eradicate
poverty, hunger and environ-
mental pollution, reports UNB.
"Success of a social pro-
grammes largely depends on
active cipation of the peo-
ple," Humayun Rasheed said
while speaking at the inaugural
ceremony of a procession in the
city organised by Dhaka Mid-
city Rotary Club.
Rasheed also lauded the
ammes taken by the
lub with a view to eradicating
oation llfmmy' Pac oot d
pollution, dis-
eases like Polio.

Nutrition Society
of Bangladesh

Election for a new executive
council of the Nutrition Society

| of Bangladesh for 1997-98 was

held in the city recently, says a
.t.'f Y. says

The new council members

are: President — Md Abdul

Mannan, Vice-Presidents — M A

Wahed and Shaheen Ahmed,

secretary — Dr S K Roy,

late general secretaries —

Majeda Begum and Md Nazrul

Islam Khan, treasurer — Abu
Zafar Amanatullah.

One commits

suicide
By Staff Correspondent
One SOrn tted sui-
cide y in city’s Pal-
labi area.
Accordi to source
the victim iden as Khan-

dakar Mia, 18, hanged himself
yesterday morning at his resi-
dence in 12/E Balurmath slum
No.-4, The reason of the suicide
could not be known.

Police recovered the body

and sent it to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

%

dht..

ing eyes on the next century for
creating new strate r{Th:
Daily Star, 6 June, 1997).
ecessary attention should
be given to the Industrial Policy
for successful transfer of tech-
nology. Establishment of Na-
tional Centre for Technole
Transfer as identified in the
past Industrial Policy of the
government should be imple-
mented to support the private

entrepreneurs on issues related

to technology transfer.

In Bangladesh, research and
development in industrial sec-
tor had been neglected in the
past. There is a need for in-
creasing investment for indus-
trial R&D. At the initial phase,
g};ivate: entrepreneurs may not

keen to make R&D invest-
ment from their own resources.
Government (Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology/Ministry
of Industry/Ministry of Fi-
nance) should create a special
fund for sponsoring industrial
R&D projects. Gradually private
sector may be motivated to in-
vest in industrial R&D through
appropriate fiscal incentives.

Ministry of Finance
(Banking Division) should
make provision of venture capi-
tal for commercialisation of
ind‘ijgenuus technology and
funding projects with emerging
technologies and innovative
ideas. A certain portion of in-
dustrial financing fund should
be set aside for venture capital.
Development financing institu-
tions and commercial banks
should be advised to act accord-
ingly.

At present industrial units
incurring expenditure ( e.g. capi-
tal investment, running ex-
penses) for scientific and tech-
nological research are allowed
(by National Board of Rev-
enue/Income Tax authorities)
to claim deduction of the
amount actually spent in this
res . Existing
tax deduction has not been at-
tractive to make investment in
industrial R&D. Consideri
the potential contribution o

Soars into F uture

provision of

industrial R&D in increasing
industrial productivity and
making new inventions, NBR
should allow industrial units to
claim tax deductions for a value
of 200 per cent of the amount
spent on R&D (similar provi-
sion has been made in other
countries of the region).

At present industrial units
investing fund in the research
activities of universities and
R&D institutions with the ap-

roval of National Board of
enue are allowed to claim
tax deduction on actual expen-
diture. Establishment and
strengthening of university-in-
dustry-R&D institutions link-
ages Is necessary for tion
ol local technologies and also to
increase national income by
increasing industrial produc-
tivity. In order to support these
linkage programme National
Board of Revenue should allow
to claim a tax deduction for a
value of 200 per cent of the ac-
tual amount invested in univer-
sities and /or R&D institutions.

At present tax exemption is

ven to foreigners on e

rom royalties and know-how
fees (SRO 227-L/82 dated
20.6.82). In order to encourage
local invention Ministry of Fi-
nance (National Board of Rev-
enue) should provide tax exem
tion to Bangladeshi nationals
on earning for royalties and
know-how fees.

Effective enforcement of IP-
Laws will encourage Foreign
Direct Investment, which in
turn will help technology trans-
fer, industrialisation and em-
ployment generation. On the
other hand increasing invest-
ment in R&D would gradually
help in reducing dependence on
foreign technology and alloca-
tion of funds for technology ac-
quisition. During the post
Uruguay Round era a develop
country like Bangladesh wil
have to decide its strategies
(organise legal and administra-
tive systems, formulate
favourable policies etc) in such
a way that it can enjoy benefit
on both the accounts.

The author is Professor,
Institute of Alpprapriaie Tech-
nology, Bangladesh University
of Engineering and Technology

@ In 1788 a Captain Parrey of the Royal
Navy was sent by the Government to
measure slave ships lying at Liverpool. This
is what he reported on one such ship - the Brookes.:

Dol ool 7 ._ . BAVEE o v

'}

A2 R

He measured it thus

|l R i e R A Jl'\-.l-l---...
] -.-.'-.if-l

heads included at AA

FThis meant

~ DIMENSTONS OF TH

of the Lewer Deck, gratings and bulk- } —

o

Breadth of Beam on the Lower Deck infide, BB 25 4
of Held, OOO from cieling to cieling 10 ©

ht between decks from deck to dec 8

HIP.

an flave is to be allowed fix feet by one foot four inches
for room, mwmﬁn feet ten by one foot four,
by one foot two,

every girl four

. _==Il.';'.;|'-|t1.1|l:::.-'
L T | T v i . 1

o R

BI LA RE R L T AT L I AR TE

#
b2 R e
il "l.llil.|l|l|.'l_ __-_'-i-l."-i'
[rrer:

- L 4 s e '|-- -. f ]

AP M s e # RN A

s Ryl L e u sl

1'!.#'*11-!-]!!1}*1' i 1 il
i " - e

]

e T L e 1]

- '} " v il i
i IJ'., oihh WAL 1R
.il'll-h_ll'll 3 ¥ vl

was 200 years ago. When a girl
was sold into perpetual
bondage, said one contempo-
rary account, "The tears ran
down her face like a shower of
rain.”

Local groups have urged that
Bristol's shameful part in slav-
ery needs to be recognized and
remembered. That is one side of
the picture. The other is the
fight by Quakers and other reli-
gious ps which lasted more
than 20 years and led to the
1807 Act barring "commerce in
human cargoes.” Slaves were
not actually until 1833.

The centre in Bristol —

Tree plantation

programme begins
‘at BUET

By BUET Correspondent

A tree plantation
was ina
ME building

Elui‘::'uf
attended

of Rotarians.

One thousand saplings, in-
cluding hundred coconut

Club this year.

Ro
on t occasion,

Elntln[metrmhrmﬂn*
the ecological balance

Iul‘nur:mh'mumt. _
Governor of Rotary District

3280. M. Jamaluddin Ahmed,

Erhuldmt of the Club of
esidents of the gluh and other

tarians were present on the

occasion.

ro-
rlta:r EI the
premises UET
Organised by the Ro-

hanmondi. it was
the deans and high
officials of BUET and a number

saplings, were donated by the

Prof lqbal

Mahmud, Vice-Chancellor of
BUET, emphasised the need of

housed in the Great Railway
Passenger Shed built in 1840 by
the Anglo-French engineer
Marc Isambard Brunel — will
also have a modern role.

Dr Griffiths points out that
there is a "huge knowledge gap
to fill" about the Common-
wealth today. Recent research
shows that a quarter of Britons
have no idea what it stands for.

This ignorance is most ap-
parent among the young. More
than two-fifths of 15 to 20-year-
old are unaware of the Com-
monwealth's importance. The
museum will help to “plug this
hole” from Bristol.

Manual on

pisciculture
published

By Staff Correspondent

The publication ceremony of
a manual on 'Pisciculture in
Ponds.' co-authored Dr Ka-
mal Siddiqui, was held in the
city on Monday.

The 600-page manual, com-
piled with contributions by ex-
perts from Fisheries Depart-
ment, Local Government and
NGO's, includes pictures and il-
lustrations.

Dr Siddiqui, a Secretary of
the Government, currently an
OSD at Establishment Min-
istry, earlier Frcpln:d a similar

manual on Planting and
Care'.
The ceremony was addressed

b?' Prof Aminul Huq, former VC
o cultural University, Na-
siruddin Ahmed, Director, Fi-
sheries, Dr Mahmudul Karim,
an international expert on
fisheries, Zainal Abedin, an UP
,thairman and Mokarram
liossain of BRAC, among oth-
ers.



